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for those who are fortunate enough to 
make above $1 million to say: Hey, I 
want to help carry this burden. I do not 
want to ask people who are scratching 
for a living—just trying to make ends 
meet—I do not want to ask them to do 
more without saying I want to do my 
share. 

I was lucky. I ran a very big com-
pany. I want to do my share. That is 
why I am here. That is what I am talk-
ing about. To those who make more 
than $1 million a year, I say: Look in 
the mirror. Ask yourself if you could 
succeed without help from anyone else 
or did your country help you achieve 
your prosperity. Was it people who 
built the buildings and built the infra-
structure and manned the jobs all 
across the country—service jobs? They 
built the foundation upon which those 
who make $1 million a year build their 
futures, build their fortunes. That is 
what happens. But there is not the re-
spect for the hard-working families 
that we like to see. 

I ask our Republican colleagues, 
think about the true meaning of the 
holidays. 

It is not Halloween, it is not trick or 
treat, because otherwise that is what 
the game looks like. This time of the 
year is about coming together, caring 
about your fellow man. This should be 
a season of giving, not taking away the 
necessities from our country’s most 
vulnerable. 

We all remember at the end of a 
‘‘Christmas Carol’’ when Ebenezer 
Scrooge opened his heart and became a 
hero. We need the same kind of miracle 
here in Congress. We need the Repub-
lican scrooges to have a change of 
heart and work with us to help our fel-
low Americans this holiday season. We 
need them to help us continue and ex-
pand the tax cuts for working families. 
We need them to help us continue un-
employment insurance benefits for the 
jobless and clean air safeguards for our 
children. We need them to help us pro-
tect the programs that benefit the peo-
ple who need them most, whom we 
need to keep our foundation strong. 

To our Republican colleagues, we 
say, come on, let’s work together. Let’s 
do this. Let’s put the acrimony aside. 
Let’s put the selfishness aside and say, 
those who work every day for a living 
and try to keep things together—and 
we have millions of people who are 
looking for jobs who cannot find them 
right now—let’s work together to make 
sure our children and grandchildren in-
herit an America that is even stronger 
than the one we inherited. Show the 
heart of America. That will be the best 
gift we can ever give them. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 
f 

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, there 
are no more important issues for mid-
dle-class families across America than 
jobs and the economy. This is what 

they want their elected officials to be 
focused on. It is exactly what I think 
we ought to be working on every single 
day. That is why I have come to the 
Senate floor again and again to urge 
my Republican colleagues to stop 
blocking our attempts to extend and 
expand the middle-class tax cut so 
many of our families are counting on. 
That is why I come to the floor once 
again today to discuss the urgent need 
to maintain Federal unemployment 
benefits for middle-class families 
across our country. This should be an 
easy issue. 

Unemployment benefits provide a 
lifeline for millions of families, and it 
would be simply wrong to cut off this 
support while the economy continues 
to struggle and so many of our workers 
are having so much trouble finding 
work. Right now, there are more than 
four unemployed workers for every sin-
gle job opening. If every opening were 
filled tomorrow, we would still have 
more than 10 million workers across 
the country without a job to even 
apply for. 

Additionally, nearly half of all unem-
ployed workers have been out of a job 
for 6 months or longer, which is higher 
than we have seen for more than 60 
years. 

So millions of Americans are unem-
ployed today, not because they do not 
want to work and not because they do 
not have valuable skills but simply be-
cause they find themselves in an econ-
omy that is not creating jobs as quick-
ly as we need it to. Those unemployed 
workers are desperate to get back on 
the job. Unemployment benefits make 
all the difference for them and their 
families while they scour the want ads 
and pound the pavement and send out 
resume after resume after resume. 

I recently sent a letter to my con-
stituents asking for their stories about 
what these benefits actually mean to 
them and their families. The response 
to that was unbelievable. Within a few 
days, I received hundreds of e-mails. 
People sent me videos. They sent me 
pictures of their families. I received 
story after story from workers and 
families from across my home State of 
Washington who are fighting to make 
ends meet in this very tough economy 
and who cannot afford to have the rug 
pulled out from underneath them. 

One of those stories came from a 
woman named Vicki, who lives in 
Maple Valley, WA. She was an unem-
ployed single mom, lost her apartment, 
and told me she now has to share a 
room with her son in a relative’s home. 
Vicki told me she has made every ef-
fort—going to interviews, sending out 
her resumes to hundreds of employers, 
still not able to find a job. 

She understands that in this econ-
omy finding a job will not be easy, but 
she is going to keep trying, and the 
support she receives from unemploy-
ment benefits has kept her and her 
family afloat and made all of the dif-
ference. She said those benefits allowed 
her to put food on the table for her 

family and gas in her car so she could 
go to job interviews. She told me, ‘‘If I 
lose my unemployment benefits, I do 
not know what I will be able to do to 
provide for my son.’’ 

She is not alone. I heard from older 
Americans such as Judy. She is a 
grandmother of five from Bothell, WA. 
Judy told me she had been working for 
47 years before being laid off from her 
teaching job in 2009. She said over the 
last 12 years she has worked to teach 
adults the skills they need to move 
into jobs as bookkeepers and reception-
ists and schedulers. But in this econ-
omy, although she was an expert in her 
area, even she cannot find a job in 
those fields. 

She wrote to me, saying: 
I want to work, but nobody will hire older 

citizens no matter how much experience 
they have. I started looking for a job at the 
pay level I was at when I was laid off. But 
after being unemployed now for 2 years, I am 
even looking at jobs for less than half of 
that. Still I am told my experience does not 
match their requirements. 

For Judy, unemployment benefits are 
not the solution. She wants a job. But 
they provide her with some critical 
support while she looks for that last 
job before she can retire. 

I also heard from Sheila from Belle-
vue, WA. Like Judy, she is close to re-
tirement, but she was laid off last year 
from an engineering technician job 
that she told me she loved and now she 
is desperate to get back to work. After 
sending out over 500 resumes since 
then, she has had 4 interviews. In her e- 
mail to me, Sheila wrote: 

I was devastated when I was laid off. I now 
look for work 7 days a week. I have worked 
hard my entire life. I do not want everything 
I have worked for to disappear. 

She told me that is what would hap-
pen if her unemployment benefits run 
out now. 

Finally, I received a video message 
from Scott in Olalla, WA. Scott told 
me that after working at the same 
company for 20 years, he was laid off in 
March and filed his first unemploy-
ment claim in the 30-plus years he has 
been in the workforce. He said he al-
ways thought unemployment insurance 
was for the other people, never thought 
he would be the one collecting it. Now 
he calls it a godsend for him and his 
family. In his video, Scott told me 
about the uncertainty his family would 
face if his benefits expired before he 
could get back on the job. If this hap-
pens, Scott said: 

I cannot imagine what it would do to my 
family to lose our home. We spend our 
money wisely. We live well within our 
means. But if we lost our home, we would be 
just another statistic. The last thing I want 
to do is to explain to my wife and my daugh-
ter that we have to leave our home. 

That is exactly what he said would 
happen if he loses his unemployment 
benefits in this tough economy. 

Those are just a few of the many sto-
ries I have received. There are so many 
of them out there. Millions of the peo-
ple across America, including about 
100,000 in my home State of Wash-
ington, will stand to lose their benefits 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:00 Dec 15, 2011 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G14DE6.052 S14DEPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

6S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES8582 December 14, 2011 
that they count on if Congress does not 
act by the end of this year, in a few 
short weeks. These workers are not 
looking for a handout. They do not 
want to be a burden, but they need sup-
port while they get back on their feet 
and back on the job. 

In this struggling economy, main-
taining these unemployment benefits 
is critical. The nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office has said maintain-
ing unemployment benefits is one of 
the most effective policy tools we have 
now to boost the economy and get 
money into the pocket of our con-
sumers. If they are cut off, it would not 
just be devastating for the families 
who count on this support, it is going 
to hurt our small businesses and com-
munities to have billions of dollars 
pulled away from consumers who spend 
it every month on food and rent and 
clothing. We cannot afford to have this 
lifeline cut off. Our great country has 
always been a place that stands with 
our middle-class families when times 
are tough and gives them the support 
they need to get back on their feet and 
back on the job and contributing to 
their communities once again. 

I urge all of our colleagues to stand 
with us as the holidays approach, to 
maintain these unemployment insur-
ance benefits that so many of our fami-
lies are counting on, and to keep work-
ing to cut taxes for the middle class 
and get our economy moving again and 
put our country back to work. 

On that last point, before I finish, I 
want to join our majority leader and so 
many others who today called on Re-
publicans to stop blocking their own 
bill and allow it to be brought up for an 
up-or-down vote. We know the Repub-
lican bill that passed the House yester-
day is going to fail. It is bad policy, 
and many in their own caucus appar-
ently do not support it. Their bill takes 
some of the policies we are fighting for 
to support the middle class, including 
unemployment benefits, waters them 
down, and then adds a whole bunch of 
tea party red meat to attract the Re-
publican support it needed to pass the 
House. 

I am focused on delivering the tax 
cuts that middle-class families need 
and deserve, so I will vote against the 
Republican bill if it is allowed to come 
up. But I cannot believe that our Re-
publican colleagues are now preventing 
us from taking a vote on their own bill 
and then not allowing us to come to-
gether, which we need to do in these 
last few days before the holidays, to 
get a bipartisan deal and get it to the 
American people. They expect us to do 
this job. That is what is holding us up. 

I urge our colleagues to sit down, 
work out an agreement, so that we can 
all celebrate the holidays with our 
families, and the families out there 
who are counting on us will know we 
have done the job for them. 

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
HAGAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

THE KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I 
think there are a few things that many 
people across the country, and, hope-
fully, in the Congress, agree upon. One 
is that we need to focus like a laser on 
creating jobs. That is something I 
think there is universal agreement on 
here. 

I also think there is universal agree-
ment that we ought to become more 
energy independent as a nation. We 
need to look for ways in which our 
country can lessen that dangerous de-
pendence we have on foreign sources of 
energy. We import a good amount of 
our oil from other places around the 
world—some of them not so friendly re-
gimes. That is why it is such a mystery 
as to why the Keystone XL Pipeline 
project is running into such resistance 
from the administration. 

It is ironic in many respects because 
we had the President of the United 
States, several months ago, saying: 

We are going to have to import some oil; 
and when it comes to the oil we import from 
other nations, obviously, we’ve got to look 
at neighbors like Canada and Mexico that 
are stable, steady, and reliable sources. 

That is what the President said ear-
lier this year, that if we are going to 
get energy, if we are going to import 
oil, we ought to import it from coun-
tries that are friendly to the United 
States. I argue there is no country 
more friendly to the United States 
than Canada, with whom we have a 
very robust trading relationship. We do 
about $640 billion of bilateral trade an-
nually with our Canadian neighbors. So 
thinking that we might be able to get 
oil from Canada, as opposed to from 
Venezuela or somewhere in the Middle 
East, seems like a good option for this 
country—a good option that policy-
makers here ought to be very sup-
portive of. 

That, again, makes it an even greater 
mystery as to why the administration 
has insisted on blocking or even mak-
ing a decision about whether we can 
develop a project called the Keystone 
XL Pipeline, which would take advan-
tage of those oil resources available in 
Canada and bring them into the United 
States, transport them through a pipe-
line that is 1,700 miles long to refin-
eries where that product can be re-
fined, and people here could benefit 
from it or it could be sold perhaps 
somewhere else. Nevertheless, it would 
benefit the economy. 

Both in the initial stages when the 
project is under construction, as well 
as later on, it will create lots of jobs. 
In my State of South Dakota—the 
pipeline would come through South Da-

kota as it makes its way down to the 
refineries, and we would benefit from 
hundreds of jobs that would be created 
and $1⁄2 billion in economic activity 
will be created alone in South Dakota. 
That is during the construction phase, 
not to mention all the State and local 
tax revenue that would benefit many of 
the local governments across my State 
and other States through which the 
pipeline would traverse. 

It is increasingly a mystery—I don’t 
know how else to describe it—a curi-
osity or something—to those of us who 
see the great benefit in getting our oil 
resources from a friendly country like 
Canada as to why this administration 
would be so opposed even to issuing a 
decision on permitting this pipeline 
project that would enable that oil to 
come from Canada through to refin-
eries in this country. 

The other issue on which there is 
universal agreement is that we ought 
to put policies in place that create 
jobs. There is no greater shovel-ready 
project than the Keystone XL Pipeline. 
It would have an immediate impact of 
20,000 jobs that will be created imme-
diately—a $7 billion initial investment 
and billions more over the years as this 
project continues to be utilized. Fur-
thermore, I argue that it will create 
other opportunities for energy project 
development. Certainly, the Bakken oil 
find in North Dakota would stand to 
benefit from having a pipeline this ac-
cessible to it. It creates all kinds of 
spinoffs and other types of economic 
activity that would be good for jobs. 

We will have something that lessens 
our dependence upon foreign sources of 
energy by about 700,000 barrels of oil a 
day, creates hundreds of thousands of 
jobs, and enhances the ability of State 
and local governments to collect reve-
nues, which they desperately need for 
their own purposes and needs. Yet here 
we are looking at this project—or at 
least a decision on it—being blocked by 
this administration for no apparent 
reason other than politics, I argue. 

We are heading into a political year, 
and the President is running for reelec-
tion next year. I think it is clear that 
the delay on a decision on this project 
for 18 months was clearly designed to 
get past the Presidential election so 
the President would not have to make 
a decision that splits his political base. 
We have the labor groups that are for 
it and the environmental groups that 
are opposed to it. I guess it must be a 
political decision for this administra-
tion to delay this project. It doesn’t 
make sense for America and American 
workers. 

The President says he gets up every 
day and he thinks about what he can 
do to create jobs. Well, here are 20,000 
immediate jobs that we can benefit 
from right away—not to mention the 
many jobs that would come if this 
project was built. 

As we look at the legislation sent to 
us from the House of Representatives, 
it includes this Keystone XL Pipeline 
language that would allow a decision 
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