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of the Oregon Short Line Railroad. In
order to take greater advantage of
commercial opportunities provided by
the railroad, the main town site was
moved a mile west. Within a decade
several businesses sprang up around
the railroad tracks and the community
began to take shape. On April 16, 1911,
it was officially incorporated as the
city of Ucon.

In the ensuing decades, changes in
the railroad and the effects of the
Great Depression transitioned Ucon
from a commercial hub to a residential
community. Today, many in south-
eastern Idaho can trace their roots to
the pioneers and patriots who settled
Ucon. Congratulations to the people of
Ucon for 100 years of success.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING JUSTICE DOUGLAS
GRAY

e Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, today I
honor the memory of the late Douglas
Gray, a former New Hampshire Supe-
rior Court justice and an extraordinary
public servant who dedicated his life to
serving the Granite State.

Originally from Portsmouth, Justice
Gray moved at the age of seven to Rye,
where he resided for the remainder of
his life. He graduated from Portsmouth
High School and served his country in
the U.S. Army from 1951 to 1954. After
graduating from the University of New
Hampshire in 1959, he earned his juris
doctor from Boston College Law
School, and went on to pursue a suc-
cessful career practicing law in Ports-
mouth. During 1973-1983, he served as
part-time special justice in the New
Hampshire District Court system.

In 1983, he was appointed by Governor
John H. Sununu to serve as associate
justice of the New Hampshire Superior
Court, where he presided until 1998. He
was then elected to serve as a senior
justice and presided on a part-time
basis until his retirement in 2003.

As a judge, Justice Gray possessed
exceptional intelligence and a deep re-
spect for upholding the rule of law. And
as a prosecutor, I had the privilege of
trying cases before him. In fact, I tried
my first murder case before Justice
Gray. He was tough, but always fair,
and I know that I and many of my
peers in the New Hampshire bar
learned a great deal from him. I deeply
admired his integrity and his prin-
cipled dedication to the law.

With Justice Gray’s passing, New
Hampshire has lost a devoted public
servant and Rye has lost a beloved
member of the community. My
thoughts and prayers are with his wife
Cornelia and his entire family. At this
sad time, we celebrate his life—grate-
ful to have known a person who exem-
plified the very best of New Hamp-
shire’s tradition of public service.®
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TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH CONKLIN
LANIER, II

e Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, today,
August 2, 2011, I wish to thank Joseph
Conklin LaNier, II for his service to
the United States of America as a
member of the U.S. Navy during World
War II, and for choosing to make Colo-
rado his home. His has been a life of
service for Colorado and for all Ameri-
cans.

A native Southerner, Mr. LaNier was
among the first African Americans to
serve in the Navy with the rating of
seaman, before President Truman
signed the Executive order that deseg-
regated the Armed Forces. He fought
with the 23rd Special CB, ‘‘Seabee’’,
unit, a part of the 3rd Marine Division,
in some of the most horrific battles of
the South Pacific.

I had the honor of meeting Mr. La-
Nier this past week during his visit to
Washington, DC, with The Greatest
Generations Foundation, a Colorado
nonprofit organization that organizes
trips for WWII veterans to return to lo-
cations where they have served.

We can all learn from Mr. LaNier. He
entered the Armed Forces at the age of
17 in order to help support his family
and serve his country. He served brave-
ly from 1944 to 1946, supporting oper-
ations in Iwo Jima and Okinawa, and
achieved a rank not commonly held by
African Americans at the time.

Upon returning home from the war
and finding strict laws and practices of
segregation still in place throughout
the South, Mr. LaNier followed the ad-
vice of his father regarding the impor-
tance of education as the primary tool
for bettering one’s future, and finished
high school. With the aid of the G.I.
bill, he enrolled in the Pharmacy
School at Xavier University in New Or-
leans and took heavy course loads to
make sure he completed his degree in 4
yvears. Despite the challenges of seg-
regation, he studied and succeeded in
his career, while keeping a construc-
tive attitude, a trait he attributes to
the teachings of his father.

Mr. LaNier is a role model for the
many servicemembers who reside in
Colorado and the veterans who elect to
make Colorado their home after serv-
ing in the Armed Forces. His story ex-
emplifies the successful transition that
many returning veterans have made
from active duty to civilian life.

Although he is a native of the South,
and has traveled to a number of loca-
tions in the United States, it struck
me as interesting that, out of all the
places he traveled while in the Navy,
Mr. LaNier chose to make Denver, CO,
his home. In his autobiographical
essay, “My War on Two Fronts,” La-
Nier recollects that during a period of
leave, he had a stopover in Denver,
where in a relatively brief period of
time, the State showed him its char-
acter. A White female clerk at a drug-
store seemed to sense his hesitation
about sitting down, and invited him to
take a seat and enjoy his ice cream.
Later, when visiting a local movie the-

S5243

atre, he was surprised and delighted to
find that there was no sign directing
him to sit in segregated seating in the
balcony. Mr. LaNier felt so welcomed
by our State that he decided to make
Colorado his home after the Navy. Fol-
lowing his graduation from pharmacy
school, he moved to Denver and worked
in pharmacies and in hospitals, and
eventually opened up his own drug-
store. Mr. LaNier found that, in Colo-
rado, his voice could be heard on crit-
ical issues of the day, including the
fight for fair housing measures to end
discrimination in housing. Today, Mr.
LaNier and his wife of more than 50
years, Hula Inez Long, continue to
make Colorado their home.

Mr. President and all other Members
here today, please join me in honoring
the life and continued work of Joseph
Conklin LaNier, II. A man who, despite
all the discrimination he faced, is
proud to be an American. A man who,
despite returning home after the war
and being denied his right to vote while
wearing his uniform, is proud of his
distinguished service in the Navy. A
man who recognizes that even in the
face of adversity, one can find a way
forward and help our country to be-
come a better place, a more perfect
union. For his perseverance, hope, serv-
ice and patriotism, I thank and com-
mend Joseph LaNier, a great citizen of
Colorado.e

TRIBUTE TO PAUL SANDOVAL

e Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, on be-
half of all Coloradans, I want to recog-
nize the extraordinary character and
lifetime achievements of Colorado na-
tive Paul Sandoval. His far-reaching
accomplishments—from civil rights to
community organizing to business and
to his passion, education—show an un-
wavering commitment to making Colo-
rado a better place, and reflect, in no-
blest form, the enterprising spirit of
the West.

I am sad to tell my colleagues that
Paul has contracted locally advanced
pancreatic cancer, and the Sandoval
family is going through a difficult time
now. And as he struggles to beat this
terrible disease—and we need him to
prevail—I cannot help but be reminded
of all he has achieved in life, and all
the social change he has helped bring
about. To honor Paul and his many
contributions, I would like to share a
few moments from his life.

Paul and his wife Paula have for dec-
ades run a tamale shop in Denver—La
Casita—that has served as the city’s
unofficial epicenter of political activ-
ity. According to Wellington Webb, the
former Denver mayor whom Sandoval
first met while the two worked deliv-
ering groceries, Paul could always be
found ‘‘holding court” at his res-
taurant with firemen and city officials.

“I’'m just a lowly tamale maker,”
Sandoval has grown accustomed to
saying. But his life suggests there is
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nothing ordinary about this accom-
plished man. A fixture in his commu-
nity, Paul would make a name for him-
self by lifting up those around him. He
cultivated enduring relationships in his
community that propelled several gen-
erations of Colorado public servants. In
short, Paul Sandoval has woven him-
self inextricably into Colorado’s polit-
ical fabric, and all Coloradans are the
better for it.

Born in 1944 as 1 of 11 children to
Jerry and Camilla Sandoval, Paul
came from modest beginnings. Before
he could even read newspaper head-
lines, Paul was selling copies of the
Denver Post to help pay for his school-
ing at Annunciation Grade School in
northeast Denver. From an early age,
Paul thrived on the energy of those
around him. By the time the young
Sandoval finished middle school, he
had helped his father win the presi-
dency of the local meatpackers union
and regularly canvassed for local can-
didates for office.

Paul graduated from high school in
1962, earning a scholarship to Lou-
isiana State University. His education
put him in close proximity to a fierce
civil rights debate unfolding in neigh-
boring Mississippi, where James Mere-
dith sought to become the first African
American to enroll at Ole Miss. Paul
took up the cause and organized his fel-
low students for a bus trip. He partici-
pated firsthand in the demonstrations,
receiving blows from the Oxford, MS,
riot police.

Upon returning to Denver, Paul ap-
plied all he learned about the impor-
tance of equal opportunity in edu-
cation to Colorado public life as well.
He cofounded the Chicano Education
Project, which focused on imple-
menting bilingual curricula in schools
and promoting civic engagement. Dur-
ing one trip to the San Luis Valley in
southern Colorado, Paul met a young
attorney named Ken Salazar who
shared his passion for education. The
two would become close allies for life.

Paul assumed his first official public
role in 1974 when he successfully ran
for a Colorado State Senate seat. He
won the seat again in 1978. While serv-
ing in office, Paul became a leader in
the educational community by person-
ally sponsoring several Chicano doc-
toral students finishing their degrees.
Rather than seeking a third term in
the Senate, Paul pursued and won an
at-large seat on the Denver school
board in 1983, in which he would serve
in a distinguished manner for 5 years.

After nearly 15 years serving in pub-
lic office, Paul joined his wife and
began serving Coloradans in a different
equally satisfying way—at their ta-
male shop. And you can talk to anyone
who has eaten there—you haven’t lived
until you’ve tried one of Paul and
Paula’s tamales with green chile.
While I am in Washington during the
week, one of the many reasons I look
forward to getting back home to Den-
ver is so that I can enjoy a meal cour-
tesy of Paul.
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A jack-of-all-trades if not master-of-
all-trades, Paul has also remained a
fixture in Colorado public life as a suc-
cessful small business owner. He has
provided invaluable advice to aspiring
public servants. I cannot tell you how
often I encounter people in my state
who tell me how they have benefited
from Paul’s counsel and contagious en-
thusiasm. I can tell you that he helped
me find my way as superintendent of
Denver Public Schools. I have been
truly privileged to know him, and I
know I rank among many who are
rooting for Paul and who stand by in
support of his family.

Colorado is profoundly grateful for
Paul Sandoval’s public service. His ef-
forts to advance the prospects of young
Latino students and students of all
backgrounds represent an enormous
step forward in creating the next gen-
eration of selfless Coloradans who have
been affected by Paul’s unconquerable
spirit. I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Paul, his wife Paula,
Kendra, Chris, Andrea and Amanda, his
children, and his entire family.e

————
REMEMBERING GEORGE RAMOS

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I would
like to take a few moments to remem-
ber George Ramos, a Pulitzer Prize
winning journalist with the Los Ange-
les Times who served his beloved home-
town for decades and inspired countless
others to follow in his extraordinary
footsteps.

Born in 1947, George Ramos was a na-
tive of East Los Angeles. At a time
when only a small number of Latino
students enrolled in college, Ramos
graduated in 1969 from California Poly-
technic University in San Luis Obispo
with a bachelor’s degree in journalism.

Shortly after completing his studies,
Ramos enlisted in the U.S. Army and
served in West Germany and South
Vietnam before returning to jour-
nalism. He worked for several news-
papers before arriving at the Los Ange-
les Times, where he served for more
than 25 years.

As an editor and reporter for the Los
Angeles Times, Ramos joined with 17
Latino journalists to write the Pulitzer
Prize winning ‘‘Latino Project” and
also contributed to the ILos Angeles
Times’ Pulitzer Prize-winning coverage
of the 1992 Los Angeles riots and the
1994 Northridge earthquake. In addi-
tion to his award winning work in print
media, Ramos also briefly co-hosted
the Emmy Award-winning show ‘‘Life
& Times” and served as a part-time
faculty member at the University of
Southern California. When he left the
Los Angeles Times in 2003, he returned
to California Polytechnic University in
San Luis Obispo as a member of the
journalism faculty.

Ramos lived in the Los Angeles area
for most of his life and enjoyed the di-
versity of its vibrant neighborhoods.
He maintained close ties to his child-
hood community of East Los Angeles
and frequently visited local schools to
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speak about journalism and the impor-
tance of higher education. Ramos
served as a mentor to many aspiring
journalists and also as two-term presi-
dent of California Chicano New Media
Association—a nonprofit organization
dedicated to promoting diversity in the
field of journalism.

I invite my colleagues to join me in
recognizing and honoring the memory
of George Ramos for his long and dis-
tinguished service to our country.e

———

TRIBUTE TO SISTER MARY
NORBERTA MALINOWSKI

e Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, in 1855
in Warsaw, Poland, Blessed Angela
founded the Congregation of the Sis-
ters of St. Felix, an order dedicated to
serving the poor, the sick, and the dis-
abled. Today, thousands of Felician
Sisters carry on a tradition of compas-
sionate service around the world.

Today I wish to pay tribute to one of
their number, a remarkable woman in
Bangor, ME, the city where I live. Her
name is Sister Mary Norberta
Malinowski, but she is known and
loved throughout Maine simply as Sis-
ter Norberta. She has dedicated her life
to serving God by serving those in
need.

Sister Norberta became a registered
nurse in 1956 and began her career as
one of the first pediatric nurse practi-
tioners at Massachusetts General Hos-
pital. After earning advanced degrees
in public health and management, she
received faculty appointments at Har-
vard Medical School and the Boston
College Graduate School of Nursing.

In 1982, Sister Norberta became presi-
dent and chief executive officer of St.
Joseph Hospital in Bangor. As she pre-
pares to step down after 29 years of
service, her accomplishments are being
celebrated by the Maine Legislature,
the city of Bangor, the Honor Society
of Nursing, the Maine chapter of Busi-
ness and Professional Women, and
many others.

There is much to celebrate. Under
Sister Norberta’s courageous and vVi-
sionary leadership, St. Joseph has been
transformed into the largest commu-
nity hospital in Maine. She was instru-
mental in bringing many firsts to the
region and to the State, from digital
mammography and laparoscopic sur-
gery to allowing fathers in the delivery
room.

The Felician Sisters were founded
with a particular focus on serving the
Polish countryside. Sister Norberta
continues that tradition by leading the
effort to ensure primary care services
for rural Maine and to organize small
community hospitals under the Maine
Health Alliance to create a statewide
network of care.

Sister Norberta’s contributions as a
health care executive are only part of
her inspiring story. She has given
thousands of hours of her personal time
to charity and has applied St. Joseph’s
facilities to such needs as providing
laundry and food services to the area’s
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