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immigrant who earned her Ph.D. in
chemistry, has worked at DOE for 24
years, rising from her position as a sci-
entist at Los Alamos National Labora-
tory to Assistant Secretary for Envi-
ronmental Management, a Presi-
dentially nominated, Senate-confirmed
position. During her tenure as Assist-
ant Secretary, she has led the largest,
most diverse, and technically complex
environmental cleanup program in the
world.

One of Inés’ greatest successes came
after Congress invested $6 billion in the
Environmental Management Program.
Inés led the effort to accelerate impor-
tant cleanup projects to reduce the En-
vironmental Management footprint
across the country. The success of this
investment has been, by all measures,
incredible—Inés and her team were
able to reduce the footprint of the en-
tire Environmental Management com-
plex by 50 percent.

For the past several years, I have
worked closely with Inés and I have
seen firsthand her commitment to
making sure the federal government
meets its obligations to protect the
health of our communities at Hanford
and around the country. Her profes-
sionalism, passion and knowledge has
contributed significantly to the suc-
cesses of the Environmental Manage-
ment Program in recent years, and I
will miss working with her and her
staff on a daily basis.

On behalf of all Washingtonians, and
on behalf of our country, I thank Inés
for her dedication to the mission of the
Environmental Management Program,
for her passion and expertise, and for
her commitment to the safety and
well-being of the people working at
Hanford and at Environmental Man-
agement sites around the country. Inés
will be difficult to replace. I congratu-
late Dr. Triay on all of her successes as
Assistant Secretary for Environmental
Management and wish her the best of
luck moving forward.e

REMEMBERING DAVID GETCHES

e Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, a few days ago, I came to the
Senate floor to honor one of Colorado’s
great educators and community lead-
ers, David Getches, who passed away on
Tuesday, July 5, 2011, at the too-young
age of 68. Today, I would like to add
further to my earlier remarks so that I
may provide an even fuller picture of
David’s life.

This is more than a poignant mo-
ment for me. I originally had planned
to come to the floor to discuss David’s
career and character because he was
stepping down after 8 very productive
years as the dean of the University of
Colorado Law School.

We all have had this terrible experi-
ence in our lives when somebody whom
we love and respect suddenly finds they
have a cancer that is aggressive—be-
yond aggressive. Literally a month
ago, David was diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer. In the 4 weeks since
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that time, that cancer stole him from
us. But he was always upbeat. He was
always someone who we looked to for
enthusiasm and inspiration. I will be
inspired in my remarks by what he did.
I will attempt not to dwell on his loss.

As I said, David served as dean of the
Colorado Law School for the last 8
yvears. With him at the helm, CU Law
became one of the most forward-look-
ing institutions of legal training in the
country. I want to share a few exam-
ples of his vision and leadership. I
could not cover all of them if I had a
full hour. I want to share some of them
with the Senate and with his friends
and admirers in Colorado.

He steered the law school through
the construction of the new LEED Gold
Certified Wolf Law Building, which put
CU and its law school at the cutting
edge of environmental sustainability
and energy efficiency—two ideas that
were connected to the values that
David was committed to fostering
throughout his career. David pre-
viously served as executive director of
the Colorado Department of Natural
Resources and as an adviser to the In-
terior Secretary in the Clinton admin-
istration. He had an extensive back-
ground in water, environmental, and
public lands law. Through his work,
David impressed upon all Coloradans
the importance of good stewardship of
our State’s precious natural resources.

I am not a lawyer, but I do know Da-
vid’s efforts to teach and share the
legal framework that protects our re-
sources could not have been more crit-
ical to preserving our Western way of
life.

David left a lasting impression on the
demographic composition of CU Law
School. He was committed to a student
body composed of people from many
different backgrounds and cultures,
and that commitment made an indel-
ible impact on the school and on Colo-
rado’s legal community. In 2008, the
Hispanic Bar Association awarded him
their Community Service Award for in-
creasing Hispanic enrollment, and he
also assembled one of the most diverse
administrative teams of any law school
in the country. He didn’t stop there,
however. He then created a commission
to produce a groundbreaking report on
diversity in the legal profession and
how to increase diversity in law firm
recruitment. The highly skilled and di-
verse alumni of the CU Law School re-
flect his efforts and successes.

Moreover, David built a legacy of ac-
cess to legal education for all. He
worked to expand scholarships and fi-
nancial aid awarded by the law school
to worthy students regardless of their
financial background, increasing schol-
arship awards from $600,000 in 2004 to a
hefty $2.1 million in 3 short years by
2007. This came during a period of time
where David expanded alumni giving
and oversaw a 1l10-percent increase in
the law school’s endowment. And all
the while, he continued to recruit and
retain top-notch faculty to guide stu-
dents in their legal education and
produce world-class scholarship.
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In 2008, David worked with the Colo-
rado State Legislature to pass a law al-
lowing public universities to offer loan
repayment assistance grants to grad-
uates practicing public interest law
and more recently founded an endow-
ment to award grants to CU Law
School graduates in the public sector.
These actions reflected David’s strong
belief in training and inspiring future
leaders to give back to their commu-
nities.

What David did by reducing the cost
of law school was make public service a
viable alternative to private practice
for bright, idealistic graduates of the
law school. Without question, those
students, CU Law School, the State of
Colorado, and I would venture to say
the country will reap the benefits in
the future from David’s foresight and
thoughtful investments.

David’s contributions went beyond
his tenure as dean, and he had more
than an academic interest in the crit-
ical issues of our time, especially envi-
ronmental protection, civil rights, and
social justice. He put his social and
conservation ethics to work every day,
using the law to foster a fair and liv-
able world. As a very young attorney
with California Indian Legal Services,
David represented tribal members in
the State of Washington who were
being arrested for exercising their cen-
turies-old treaty rights to fish. David,
alongside his clients, devised a strat-
egy to breathe life into the legal prom-
ises made to tribes, and the results he
achieved changed the face of fisheries
and water management in the North-
west. His legal work helped create
modern Indian law and will have an ev-
erlasting imprint on natural resources
management in the Northwest. He
later became the founding executive di-
rector of the Native American Rights
Fund, the leading nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to tribal sovereignty,
economic self-determination, and de-
fense of treaty rights.

David was passionate about protec-
tion of the environment, especially the
spectacular landscapes, wild country,
and treasured wildlife of the West. As a
water law expert, David was visionary
with respect to the changing needs of
the West. He had a particular devotion
to the Colorado River Basin and strove
to find ways to meet human demands
for the river’s waters while conserving
its fish and wildlife and other environ-
mental values. He expressed his love
for the West through service on the
boards of directors of the Grand Can-
yon Trust, the Wilderness Society, and
Defenders of Wildlife. He was the
founding board chair of the Land and
Water Fund of the Rockies, now called
Western Resource Advocates, and
helped grow that fledgling organization
into an important regional voice for
clean energy and wise stewardship of
the region’s lands and waters. He gave
his time, energy, and thoughtful cre-
ativity to each organization and all
have expressed gratitude for his wise
counsel.
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It is also worth noting that even the
vast expanse of the Western United
States could not contain David. He
even taught himself Spanish and pub-
lished papers and books in that lan-
guage, influencing water and natural
resources legal developments in Cen-
tral and South America.

I cannot help but feel that David was
the living expression of the best of our
ideals, a man of character and kind-
ness, a modest but tireless achiever
who preferred to be measured by his
work, not by the accolades awarded by
others. We were honored by his friend-
ship and blessed by his many gifts.

At the heart of why I wanted to come
to the floor today is that I think we
know we can all learn from David’s
passion for giving back to whatever
community in which he found himself.
He led a life of service, and he also
compiled an impressive academic
record as well as serving as the dean of
CU Law School. David cared about jus-
tice for disenfranchised communities
just as strongly as he cared about the
long-term health and sustainability of
our natural resources. To David, these
matters were intertwined. He was, at
his core, committed to the future of his
children, our children, our grand-
children, and his grandchildren, and he
had a deep love for the Rocky Moun-
tain Western way of life. He was an
avid outdoorsman, he was fit, and he
faced any and all physical challenges
just like he faced intellectual and emo-
tional challenges. As I said in the be-
ginning of my remarks, he was a men-
tor to all of us, and he always had his
eye on the future. I know, as painful as
it is for all of us who knew him to lose
him so suddenly, he would want us to
be focused on the future.

David did this and much more for
Colorado and our country, and I just
want to close with this. We have lost a
unique man and a towering Colorado
figure.®

————

TRIBUTE TO JOEL MURRAY

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor a young man who is now
one of our Nation’s finest Olympians.

Joel Murray of West Monroe, LA, was
recently invited to represent the
United States of America at the 2011
Special Olympics World Summer
Games in Athens, Greece. Joel is an
eight time Louisiana State golf cham-
pion and a two time national gold med-
alist, and this year was the first time
in his 13 years competing in the Special
Olympics that he was invited to com-
pete in the World Summer Games.

As a result of his dedication and com-
mitment to the game he loves, Joel
competed in Level V Stroke Play, the
highest and most challenging level, and
won a silver medal.

Joel is also a 2011 Louisiana Special
Olympics gold medalist, was recognized
as the Louisiana Special Olympics
male athlete of the year and was in-
ducted into the Louisiana Special
Olympics Hall of Fame.
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If his list of accolades wasn’t long
enough, in 2009, Joel set a 54-hole tour-
nament record for the Special Olym-
pics Golf National Invitational Tour-
nament. And away from golf, Joel de-
votes his time to counseling young
adults with disabilities at the Lou-
isiana Youth Leadership Forum.

Mr. President, I am proud to honor
Joel Murray and applaud him on his re-
markable accomplishments.e®

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:10 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2354. An act making appropriations
for energy and water development and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes.

———————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2354. An act making appropriations
for energy and water development and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Appropriations.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 2018. An act to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to preserve the
authority of each State to make determina-
tions relating to the State’s water quality
standards, and for other purposes.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mrs. MURRAY, from the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs:

Report to accompany S. 951, a bill to im-
prove the provision of Federal transition, re-
habilitation, vocational, and unemployment
benefits to members of the Armed Forces
and veterans, and for other purposes (Rept.
No. 112-36).
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By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with amendments:

S. 300. A bill to prevent abuse of Govern-
ment charge cards (Rept. No. 112-37).

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on
the Judiciary:

Report to accompany S. 49, a bill to amend
the Federal antitrust laws to provide ex-
panded coverage and to eliminate exemp-
tions from such laws that are contrary to the
public interest with respect to railroads
(Rept. No. 112-38).

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. AKAKA for the Committee on In-
dian Affairs.

*Barbara Jeanne Ells, of Colorado, to be a
Member of the Board of Trustees of the Insti-
tute of American Indian and Alaska Native
Culture and Arts Development for a term ex-
piring October 18, 2016.

*Deborah Downing Goodman, of Oklahoma,
to be a Member of the Board of Trustees of
the Institute of American Indian and Alaska
Native Culture and Arts Development for a
term expiring October 18, 2014.

*Cynthia Chavez Lamar, of New Mexico, to
be a Member of the Board of Trustees of the
Institute of American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive Culture and Arts Development for a
term expiring May 19, 2016.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY):

S. 1376. A bill to conform income calcula-
tions for purposes of eligibility for the re-
fundable credit for coverage under a quali-
fied health plan and for Medicaid to existing
Federal low-income assistance programs; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. ROBERTS (for himself and Mr.
JOHANNS):

S. 1377. A bill to require the Corps of Engi-
neers to take into account all available hy-
drologic data in conducting Missouri River
basin operations; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. NELSON of Nebraska:

S. 1378. A bill to ensure that Social Secu-
rity and Tier 1 Railroad Retirement benefits
are properly taken into account for purposes
of determining eligibility for Medicaid and
for the refundable credit for coverage under
a qualified health plan; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. AKAKA:

S. 1379. A bill to amend title 11, District of
Columbia Official Code, to revise certain ad-
ministrative authorities of the District of
Columbia courts, and to authorize the Dis-
trict of Columbia Public Defender Service to
provide professional liability insurance for
officers and employees of the Service for
claims relating to services furnished within
the scope of employment with the Service; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.
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