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work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MADLYNN RUBLE 
∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Madlynn Ruble, an intern in 
my Sioux Falls, SD, office, for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Madlynn is a graduate of Albert Lea 
Senior High School in Albert Lea, MN. 
Currently she is attending the Univer-
sity of South Dakota where she is ma-
joring in Spanish and communications. 
She is a hard worker who has been 
dedicated to getting the most out of 
her internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Madlynn for all of the 
fine work she has done and wish her 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BROOKE SCHIEFFER 
∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Brooke Schieffer, an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past couple months. 

Brooke is a graduate of Jones Lin-
coln High School in Sioux Falls, SD. 
Currently, she is attending Vassar Col-
lege where she is majoring in film. She 
is a hard worker who has been dedi-
cated to getting the most out of her in-
ternship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Brooke for all of the fine 
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ERIC SCHLIMGEN 
∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Eric Schlimgen, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Eric is a graduate of Central High 
School in Rapid City, SD. Currently, he 
is attending the University of South 
Dakota where he is majoring in polit-
ical science. He is a hard worker who 
has been dedicated to getting the most 
out of his internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Eric for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RACHEL SKEA 
∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Rachel Skea, an intern in my 
Rapid City, SD, office, for all of the 
hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past couple months. 

Rachel is a graduate of Rapid City 
Christian High School in Rapid City, 
SD. Currently, she is attending Whea-
ton College in Wheaton, IL, where she 
is majoring in communications and 
media. She is a hard worker who has 
been dedicated to getting the most out 
of her internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Rachel for all of the fine 
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOE STELL 
∑ Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. 
President, if Joe Stell had only one ca-
reer, he would still be worthy of our 
admiration. 

If he had been only a hard-working 
and talented New Mexico educator who 
was loved by his students, he would de-
serve our respect. If he had only been a 
New Mexico State legislator who was 
admired by his colleagues and his con-
stituents, he would deserve our thanks. 
And if he had been only a land and 
water steward, revered by the many 
ranchers he mentored on land manage-
ment practices, he would deserve our 
admiration. Or had he been only a tire-
less advocate for restoring New Mexico 
grasslands and advancing partnerships 
to restore the land, he would deserve 
our gratitude. 

But Joe Stell was all of these things: 
A no-nonsense public servant who 
asked tough questions, restored the 
landscape of New Mexico and changed 
the way government agencies and 
ranching communities work together 
to improve the land. 

Former Representative Stell retired 
from the New Mexico Legislature after 
serving 20 years and being recognized 
as the preeminent legislative expert on 
water issues in New Mexico. Then-Gov-
ernor Richardson referred to him as 
‘‘Mr. Water.’’ In his ‘‘retirement,’’ he 
now runs a cattle ranch in Carlsbad, 
NM. It is on this ranch and the sur-
rounding areas of southeastern New 
Mexico that he took part in Restore 
New Mexico, reseeding grasslands, 
bringing back its riparian areas and 
wildlife species and their habitats as 
part of the Healthy Lands Initiative. 

Joe Stell has spent his life dedicated 
to public service, education, and land 
and water stewardship. He is proactive 
and constant in his efforts to improve 
rangelands; to communicate and co-
ordinate between agencies and individ-
uals and to leave the land in better 
shape than when he first came to it. 
For this lifetime of work, Joe Stell has 
been the recipient of various pres-
tigious awards and honors, and today 
back in New Mexico he will be awarded 
the Bureau of Land Management’s 
Rangeland Stewardship Award. 

On behalf of the people of New Mex-
ico, I would like to extend my sincere 
appreciation for Joe Stell’s statesman-
ship and dedication to our State. Joe 
Stell’s conservation work will always 
remind us that a commitment to the 
land and environment is powerful. For 
his more than 60 years of dedicated 
work in the public interest, I wish to 
honor Joe Stell.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING BETTY ROBERTS 
∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize someone whose name 
became synonymous with courage and 
equality, someone who in my State is 

every bit a pioneer as those who blazed 
the trails that opened the West. 

Betty Roberts passed away recently 
at age 88, and while Oregon has lost 
one of its true giants, we have not lost 
the memory of what she gave to our 
State. Every time you turned around, 
Betty Roberts was pioneering. In the 
1970s, she was the only woman serving 
in the Oregon State Senate. By 1977, 
she was the first woman to serve on the 
Oregon Court of Appeals and 5 years 
later she was the first woman on the 
Oregon Supreme Court. 

I first met Betty in 1975 when she was 
one of the first elected officials in Or-
egon to give her full support to what 
was then a little known and bur-
geoning organization fighting for the 
rights of the elderly, the Gray Pan-
thers. Over the nearly four decades of 
our friendship, I came to know and re-
spect her as a tireless advocate for 
doing what was right based on facts 
and the truth. 

Her road to prominence in Oregon’s 
legal, legislative and political circles 
was not an easy one. As the Oregonian 
pointed out in its editorial, ‘‘Betty 
Roberts often heard the word ‘no’ dur-
ing the first half of her life. No to fin-
ishing college, teaching or running for 
public office, and no to following her 
ambitions.’’ 

Anyone who knew Betty recognized 
that she did not take no for an answer. 
She went from being a teacher to earn-
ing a master’s degree and a doctorate, 
all while raising a family. She went 
from being elected to a local school 
board to being elected to the Oregon 
House of Representatives and from 
there to the Oregon State Senate. 

As a member of the legislature, she 
supported such pioneering Oregon laws 
as the bottle bill and land-use plan-
ning. What she will be most remem-
bered for, however, is her unwavering 
commitment to equality for women 
and minorities. She knew firsthand the 
barriers women faced. She overcame 
them and dedicated her life to tearing 
down those barriers and giving other 
women the same opportunities she 
made for herself. 

In her memoir titled ‘‘With Grit and 
by Grace,’’ Betty wrote that she had ‘‘a 
reasonable desire to live the life I 
wanted.’’ 

We know now that Betty lived the 
life that she desired and my State and 
this Nation is better for it.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Thomas, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting nominations which 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 06:56 Feb 24, 2012 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD11\RECFILES\S28JN1.REC S28JN1bj
ne

al
 o

n 
D

S
K

2T
W

X
8P

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4155 June 28, 2011 
were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

(The nomination received today is 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 2:18 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 2279. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the funding 
and expenditure authority of the Airport and 
Airway Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to extend the airport improve-
ment program, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. INOUYE). 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 1249. An act to amend title 35, United 
States Code, to provide for patent reform. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–48. A joint memorial adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of New Mexico re-
questing Congress allow for payments from 
both the survivor benefit plan and the de-
pendency and indemnity compensation; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 1 

Whereas, the legislature recognizes the 
pain and suffering of military widows and 
widowers whose spouses have died on the 
battlefield or through other service to the 
United States of America; and 

Whereas, this nation has an obligation to 
care for its military widows and widowers; 
and 

Whereas, military widows and widowers 
are unfairly deprived of monetary benefits 
from the survivor benefit plan, which their 
military spouses purchased and earned, when 
they receive dependency and indemnity com-
pensation payments from the federal depart-
ment of veterans affairs; and 

Whereas, survivor benefit plan payments 
are reduced by the amount of the payments 
received from the dependency and indemnity 
compensation; and 

Whereas, that reduction does not apply to 
veterans or military retirees employed as 
federal government civil servants enrolled in 
the civil service survivor benefit plan; and 

Whereas, often the dependency and indem-
nity compensation payment completely off-
sets the survivor benefit plan payment; and 

Whereas, many military widows and wid-
owers are elderly and live on a fixed income 
and are in need of payments from both the 
survivor benefit plan and the dependency and 
indemnity compensation; and 

Whereas, a federal court of appeals deci-
sion will require the department of defense 
to eliminate the dependency and indemnity 
compensation offset for widows and widowers 
who remarry at or after the age of fifty- 
seven; and 

Whereas, President Abraham Lincoln com-
mitted this nation ‘‘to care for him who 
shall have borne the battle and for his widow 
and his orphan’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
New Mexico, That the United States congress 
be requested to allow for payments from 
both the survivor benefit plan and the de-
pendency and indemnity compensation; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this memorial be 
transmitted to the president of the United 
States, the speaker of the United States 
house of representatives, the president of the 
United States Senate and the New Mexico 
congressional delegation. 

POM–49. A joint memorial adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of New Mexico re-
questing Congress expedite the passage of 
legislation and appropriations to enact the 
necessary funding for the reclamation of 
abandoned uranium mines and the remedi-
ation of uranium mill tailings; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

HOUSE MEMORIAL 
Whereas, the Grants mineral belt, situated 

between Gallup and the Pueblo of Laguna in 
New Mexico, contains one of the world’s 
richest uranium deposits; and 

Whereas, dating back to the 1940s, states 
such as New Mexico mined uranium for the 
benefit of the atomic energy commission and 
the federal government’s nuclear weapons 
program; and 

Whereas, beginning in the 1950s and 1960s, 
private companies began extensive explo-
ration, mining and milling activities related 
to the uranium deposits located in the 
Grants mineral belt on private, state, federal 
and tribal lands; and 

Whereas, these activities continued 
through the 1990s, resulting in the mining 
and milling of more than one hundred sev-
enty-five thousand tons of uranium ore from 
lands located in New Mexico; and 

Whereas, unremediated contamination re-
sulting from past uranium exploration, min-
ing and milling activities constitutes a con-
tinuing threat to the health and well-being 
of residents of northwestern New Mexico; 
and 

Whereas, state and federal studies have re-
peatedly shown that surface water, ground 
water and soils were and remain contami-
nated by past uranium mining and milling 
activities; and 

Whereas, the federal government and oth-
ers have direct responsibility to provide 
funding, both for the initial surveying of 
these mines and for potential subsequent 
reclamation and remediation where war-
ranted; and 

Whereas, the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 is a federal law that 
mandates a reclamation fee on each ton of 
coal produced in the country, and Title IV of 
that act provides for abandoned mine rec-
lamation; and 

Whereas, in 2006, the United States con-
gress passed amendments to Title IV of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977, providing that the funds col-
lected from the reclamation fees will now go 
directly to the states rather than be appro-
priated by congress, and those amendments 
limit uncertified states, such as New Mexico, 
from using the funds available through the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 for non-coal mine reclamation; 
and 

Whereas, H.R. 785, introduced in the United 
States House of Representatives, would ad-
dress the need for uncertified states to use 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 funding for non-coal mine rec-
lamation; and 

Whereas, under the Uranium Mill Tailings 
Radiation Control Act of 1978, which estab-
lished two programs, the United States de-
partment of energy is charged with com-
pleting surface reclamation at inactive ura-
nium mill tailings piles; and 

Whereas, various federal agencies were 
made aware of the tremendous need for the 
uranium legacy cleanup in the Grants min-
eral belt by the uranium mining and tailings 
task force established by the New Mexico 
legislative council in 2009, and the agencies 
have since made the uranium legacy cleanup 
in the Grants mineral belt a high priority; 
and 

Whereas, as a result of the activities of the 
uranium mining and tailings task force, the 
United States environmental protection 
agency, specifically region six, took the lead 
to coordinate various federal, state and trib-
al agencies to be responsible for the uranium 
legacy cleanup and for publishing a multi- 
agency, five-year plan to address the ura-
nium legacy cleanup; and 

Whereas, New Mexico regulates uranium 
mining and milling activities through the 
department of environment and the energy, 
minerals and natural resources department; 
and 

Whereas, the department of environment 
and the mining and minerals division of the 
energy, minerals and natural resources de-
partment have entered into cooperative 
agreements with various federal agencies to 
address the uranium legacy cleanup; and 

Whereas, funding is a major limitation to 
completing the reclamation of abandoned 
uranium mines and the remediation of ura-
nium mill tailings in the Grants mineral 
belt: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of 
the State of New Mexico, That congress be re-
quested to expedite the passage of legislation 
and appropriations to enact the necessary 
funding for the reclamation of abandoned 
uranium mines and the remediation of ura-
nium mill tailings; and be it further 

Resolved, That the department of environ-
ment and the energy, minerals and natural 
resources department report on any funding 
received from the federal government and 
other sources since 2009 that may be used for 
the uranium legacy cleanup and that the de-
partments provide a detailed presentation on 
the specific standards used to determine the 
expenditures of federal funds by November 1, 
2011 to the appropriate interim legislative 
committee; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this memorial be 
transmitted to the director of the superfund 
division of region six of the United States 
environmental protection agency, the sec-
retary of environment, the secretary of en-
ergy, minerals and natural resources, the 
speaker of the United States house of rep-
resentatives, the president pro tempore of 
the United States senate and the New Mex-
ico congressional delegation. 

POM–50. A memorial adopted by the Legis-
lature of the State of New Mexico urging the 
President to consult with state and local in-
terests, tribes and other interested parties 
when designating national monuments; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

HOUSE MEMORIAL 
Whereas, the federal Antiquities Act of 

1906 authorizes the president of the United 
States to designate as national monuments 
‘‘historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric 
structures and other objects of historic or 
scientific interest that are situated upon the 
lands owned or controlled by the Govern-
ment of the United States’’ in the state of 
New Mexico and elsewhere; and 

Whereas, the president has previously exer-
cised this authority to protect some of New 
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