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have no Senate unless we have the
right to offer an amendment.

There is no usurpation of the power
of the majority leader. He gets to set
what bills are on the floor. Every Sen-
ator has the right to file cloture on
their amendments—every  Senator.
They also have every right to offer
amendments.

We would not be in this position if we
did not have a closed amendment proc-
ess instead of an open amendment
process. I would like to solve this prob-
lem. I recognize that this is going to be
blue-slipped anyway. I thank the ma-
jority leader for his offer. I do not
think it accomplishes what we want. I
think we end up losing what we can get
and what we should get.

I think the American people deserve
to have us take this $3 billion out of
the hands of the large o0il companies
now, not to the benefit of any Amer-
ican except to their detriment and
their children.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the pending
amendment No. 436, as modified, to S. 782.

Tom Coburn, Jim DeMint, John McCain,
Richard Burr, David Vitter, Kelly
Ayotte, Scott P. Brown (MA), James E.
Risch, James M. Inhofe, Bob Corker,
Michael B. Enzi, Johnny Isakson, John
Barrasso, Lamar Alexander, John
Cornyn, Jeff Sessions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call is waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that the debate on amendment
No. 436, as modified, offered by the Sen-
ator from Oklahoma, Mr. COBURN, to S.
782, the Economic Development Revi-
talization Act of 2011, should be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
CASEY) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 40,
nays 59, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 89 Leg.]

YEAS—40
Alexander Crapo Lieberman
Ayotte DeMint Manchin
Barrasso Enzi McCain
Boozman Graham McConnell
Brown (MA) Hatch Murkowski
Burr Heller Paul
Cantwell Hutchison Pryor
Chambliss Inhofe Risch
Coburn Isakson Rubio
Collins Johnson (WI) Sessions
Corker Kyl
Cornyn Lee
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Shelby Tester Vitter
Snowe Toomey Webb
NAYS—59
Akaka Hagan Murray
Baucus Harkin Nelson (NE)
Begich Hoeven Nelson (FL)
Bennet Inouye Portman
Bingaman Johanns Reed
Blumenthal Johnson (SD) Reid
glunt E?rﬁy Roberts
oxer ir:
Brown (OH) Klobuchar l;ocgefeller
Cardin Kohl anders
Carper Landrieu Schumer
Coats Lautenberg Shaheen
Cochran Leahy Stabenow
Conrad Levin Thune
Coons Lugar Udall (CO)
Durbin McCaskill Udall (NM)
Feinstein Menendez Warner
Franken Merkley Whitehouse
Gillibrand Mikulski Wicker
Grassley Moran Wyden
NOT VOTING—1
Casey

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 40, the nays are 59.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.

The Senator from Florida.

———————

THE AMERICAN CENTURY

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I have the
honor of representing the people of the
great State of Florida here in the Sen-
ate, and today I speak for the first
time on this floor on their behalf.

The Senate is a long ways away from
where I come from, both literally and
figuratively. I come from a hard-work-
ing and humble family, one that was
neither wealthy nor connected. Yet I
have always considered myself to be a
child of privilege because growing up I
was blessed with two very important
things: I was raised by a strong and
stable family, and I was blessed to be
born here in the United States of
America.

America began from a very powerful
truth—that our rights as individuals do
not come from our government, they
come from our God. Government’s job
is to protect those rights. And here,
this Republic, has done that better
than any government in the history of
the world.

Now, America is not perfect. It took
a bloody civil war to free over 4 million
African Americans who lived in slav-
ery. It took another 100 years before
they achieved full equality under the
law. But since its earliest days, Amer-
ica has inspired people from all over
the world, inspired them with the hope
that one day their own countries would
be one like this one.

Many others decided they could not
wait, and so they came here from ev-
erywhere to pursue their dreams and to
work to leave their children better off
than themselves. The result was the
American miracle—a miracle where a
16-year-old boy from Sweden, with no
English in his vocabulary and $5 in his
pocket, saved enough money to open a
shoestore. Today, that store, Nord-
strom’s, is a multibillion-dollar global
retail giant; a miracle that led to a
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young couple with no money and no
business experience opening a toy com-
pany out of the garage of their home.
Today, that company, Mattel, is one of
the world’s largest toy manufacturers;
a miracle where the French-born son of
Iranian parents created a Web site
called AuctionWeb in the living room
of his home. Today, that company,
known as eBay, stands as a testament
to the familiar phrase ‘‘only in Amer-
ica.”

These are just three examples of
Americans whose extraordinary suc-
cess began with nothing more than an
idea. But it is important to remember
that the American dream was never
just about how much money you made;
it is also about something that typifies
my home State of Florida: the desire of
every parent to leave their children
with a better life. It is a dream lived by
countless people whose stories will
never be told, people—Americans—who
never made $1 million. They never
owned a yacht or a plane or a second
home. Yet they too live the American
dream because through their hard work
and sacrifice, they were able to open
doors for their children that had been
closed for them.

It is the story of the people who
clean our offices here in this building,
who work hard so that one day their
children can go to college. It is the
story of the men and women who serve
our meals in this building, who work
hard so that one day their children can
accomplish their own dreams.

It is the story of a bartender and a
maid in Florida. Today, their son
serves here in the Senate and stands as
a proud witness of the greatness of this
land.

Becoming a world power was never
America’s plan, but that is exactly
what the American economic miracle
made her. Most great powers have used
their strength to conquer, but America
is different. For us, our power always
has come with a sense that those to
whom much is given, much is expected;
a sense that with the blessings God be-
stowed upon this land came the respon-
sibility to make the world a better
place. And in the 20th century, that is
precisely and exactly what America
did. America led in two world wars so
that others could be free. America led
in the Cold War to stop the spread of
and ultimately defeat communism.
While our military and foreign policy
contributions helped save the world, it
was our economic and cultural innova-
tions that helped transform it.

The fruits of the American miracle
can be found in the daily lives of people
everywhere. Anywhere in the world,
someone uses a mobile phone, e-mail,
the Internet, or GPS; they are enjoying
the benefits of the American miracle.
Anywhere in the world where a bone
marrow, lung, or heart transplant
saves a life, they are touched by the
value of the American miracle. On one
night in July of 1969, the world wit-
nessed the American miracle firsthand,
for on that night an American walked
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on the surface of the Moon, and it was
clear to the world that these Ameri-
cans could do anything.

Now, clearly America’s rise was not
free of adversity. We faced a civil
rights struggle that saw Governors
defy Presidents; that saw police dogs
attack innocent, peaceful protestors;
that saw little children murdered in
churches by bombs. We faced two oil
crises. America faced Watergate.
America faced American hostages in
Iran.

I grew up in the 1980s, a time when it
was morning in America. Yet even then
we faced the war on drugs. We lost sol-
diers in Beirut and astronauts on the
Challenger. We faced a devastating oil-
spill in Alaska and a terrifying new
disease called AIDS. Through chal-
lenges and triumphs, the 20th century
was the American century—a century
where America’s political, economic,
and cultural exceptionalism made the
world a more prosperous and peaceful
place.

But now we find ourselves in a new
century, and there is this growing
sense that for America, things will
never be the same, that maybe this
century will belong to someone else.
Indeed, we do now stand at a turning
point in our history, one where there
are only two ways forward for us: We
will either bring on another American
century or we are doomed to witness
America’s decline.

Another American century is fully
within our reach because there is noth-
ing wrong with our people. The Amer-
ican people haven’t forgotten how to
start a business. The American people
haven’t run out of good ideas. We
Americans are as great as we have ever
been. But our government is broken,
and it is keeping us from doing what
we have done better than any people in
the history of the world—create jobs
and prosperity.

If we here in Washington could just
find agreement on a plan to get control
of our debt, if we could just make our
Tax Code simpler and more predict-
able, if we could just get the govern-
ment to ease up on some of these oner-
ous regulations, the American people
will take care of the rest.

If this government will do its part,
this generation of Americans will do
theirs. They will give us a prosperous,
upwardly mobile economy, one where
our children will invent, build, and sell
things to a world where more people
than ever can afford to buy them. If we
give America a government that can
live within its means, the American
economy will give us a government of
considerable means, a government that
can afford to pay for things govern-
ment should be doing because it does
not waste money on the things govern-
ment should not be doing.

If we can deliver on a few simple but
important things, we have the chance
to do something that is difficult to
imagine is even possible—an America
whose future will be greater than her
past. Sadly, that is not where we are
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headed. We have made no progress on
the issues of our time because, frankly,
we have too many people in both par-
ties who have decided that the next
election is more important than the
next generation. And our lack of
progress on these issues has led to
something even more troubling—a
growing fear that maybe these prob-
lems are too big for us to solve, too big
for even America.

Well, there is no reason to be afraid.
Our story, the story of America, is not
the story of a nation that never faced
problems. It is the story of a nation
that faced its challenges and solved
them. Our story, the story of the Amer-
ican people, is not the story of a people
who always got it right; it is the story
of a people who in the end got it right.

We should never forget who we Amer-
icans are. Every single one of us is the
descendant of a go-getter, of dreamers
and of believers, of men and women
who took risks and made sacrifices be-
cause they wanted their children to
live better off than themselves. So
whether they came here on the
Mayflower, on a slave ship, or on an air-
plane from Havana, we are all descend-
ants of the men and women who built
the Nation that saved the world.

We are still the great American peo-
ple, and the only thing standing in the
way of our solving our problems is our
willingness to do so. And whether we
do so is of great consequence not just
to us but to the whole world. I know
some now say that because times are
very tough at home, we can no longer
afford to worry about what happens
abroad, that maybe America needs to
mind its own business. Well, whether
we like it or not, there is virtually no
aspect of our daily lives that is not di-
rectly impacted by what happens in the
world around us. We can choose to ig-
nore global problems, but global prob-
lems will not ignore us.

One of my favorite speeches is one
that talks about our role in the world.
It was the speech President Kennedy
was set to give had he lived just 1 more
day, and it closes with these words:

We in this country, in this generation,
are—by destiny rather than by choice—the
watchmen on the walls of world freedom. We
ask, therefore, that we may be worthy of our
power and responsibility, that we may exer-
cise our strength with wisdom and restraint,
and that we may achieve in our time and for
all time the ancient vision of ‘‘peace on
Earth, good will toward men.”” That must al-
ways be our goal, and the righteousness of
our cause must always underlie our strength.
For as was written long ago, ‘‘except the
Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh
but in vain.”

Almost a half century later, America
is still the only watchman on the wall
of world freedom, and there is still no
one to take our place.

What will the world look like if
America declines? Well, today people
all over the world are forced to accept
a familiar lie, that the price of security
is their liberty. If America declines,
who will serve as living proof that lib-
erty, security, and prosperity can all
exist together?
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Today, radical Islam abuses and op-
presses women, has no tolerance for
other faiths, and it seeks to impose its
will on the whole world. If America de-
clines, who will stand up to them and
defeat them?

Today, children are used as soldiers
and trafficked as slaves. Dissidents are
routinely imprisoned without trial, and
they are subjected to torture and
forced into confessions and labor. If
America declines, what nation on
Earth will take these causes as their
own?

What will the world look like if
America declines? Who is going to cre-
ate the innovations of the 21st cen-
tury? Who will stretch the limits of
human potential and explore the new
frontiers? And if America declines, who
will do all these things and ask for
nothing in return, motivated solely by
the desire to make the world a better
place?

The answer is, no one will. There is
still no nation or institution on this
planet that is willing or able to do
what America has done.

Ronald Reagan famously described
America as a shining city on a hill.
Now, some say that we can no longer
afford the price we must pay to keep
America’s light shining. Others like to
say there are new shining cities that
will soon replace us. I say they are
both wrong.

Yes, the price we are going to pay to
keep America’s light shining is high.
But the price we will pay if America’s
light stops shining is even higher.

Yes, there are new nations emerging
with prosperity and influence. That is
what we always wanted. America never
wanted to be the only shining city on
the hill. We wanted our example to in-
spire the people of the Earth to build
one of their own. You see, these na-
tions, these new emerging nations,
these new shining cities, we hope they
will join us. But they can never replace
us because their light is but a reflec-
tion of our own.

It is the light of an American cen-
tury that now spreads throughout the
Earth, a world that still needs Amer-
ica, a world that still needs our light,
a world that needs a new American
century. I pray that, with God’s help,
that will be our legacy to our children
and to the world.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican Leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
behalf of all of our colleagues, I com-
mend our new Senator from Florida for
his remarkable speech. No one is a bet-
ter example of the American dream
than he is, and no one expresses Amer-
ican exceptionalism better than Sen-
ator RUBIO. I congratulate him on be-
half of all of our colleagues.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I join with
my Republican counterpart in con-
gratulating my friend from Florida for
his fine speech. But I wish, in his re-
marks, he would have once in a while
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mentioned where he spent a lot of his
youth: Las Vegas and North Las Vegas,
NV.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair recognizes the Senator from
Florida.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I congratulate my colleague from
Florida, and I want him to know that
it is a great pleasure for me to serve
with him. It has been a tradition in
Florida that the two Senators get
along. This has been a great tradition
that goes back to when Bob Graham
and Connie Mack were the two Sen-
ators. It continued with Mel Martinez
and me, and now I have the privilege of
continuing that kind of relationship
with Senator RUBIO.

The maiden speech is a big deal for a
Senator, and it is always a memory
that is forever etched in my mind.

I was in one of those desks over there
as a very junior member, and I will
never forget in the course of my
speech—and it was mostly an empty
Chamber—that I mentioned that it was
my maiden speech. In a few minutes,
all of a sudden those side doors flung
open and in strode Senator Robert
Byrd. So here I am giving my maiden
speech and Senator Byrd is sitting in
his seat. As I finished, he said: Would
the Senator yield?

I said: Of course, I yield to the Senior
Senator from West Virginia.

Senator Byrd, off the top of his head,
gave an oration about the history of
maiden speeches in the Senate. Now, of
course, that is indelibly etched in my
memory. Surely, the Senator’s maiden
speech today will be indelibly etched in
his, and I congratulate him.

I thank him for his personal friend-
ship. I thank him also for the privilege
of the professional relationship that we
have.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, very
briefly, I have come to know Senator
RUBIO. We have early morning semi-
nars, and we have come to know one
another a little better. I hope that con-
tinues. But at this point, I especially
thank him for that speech because it
was clearly a speech with a lot of per-
sonal reflection on one’s own life and
on the life of America. What he said
will endure. There are things in there
that we all should remember about this
Nation and about our responsibility as
Senators.

I thank the Senator for that fine
speech, and I am glad that I was here
to be a witness to it.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would
note the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning business
for debate only until 5 p.m., with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each, and that at 5 p.m. the
majority leader be recognized.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

———

THE BUDGET

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I
thank the Senator for his courtesy in
allowing us to proceed and discuss
issues at this point in time and wanted
to recall for my colleagues that we are
now at 776 days since the Senate has
agreed to a budget. We have not passed
a budget in 776 days. This is not respon-
sible at a time in which we are having
the largest deficits this country has
ever seen.

This year it is projected our deficit,
as of September 30, when the fiscal
year ends, will have been $1.5 trillion. I
think this is a big issue.

Last year the Budget Committee
moved a budget out to the floor of the
Senate, and Senator REID chose not to
bring it up, the majority leader. This
year he declared that it would be fool-
ish to bring up a budget to the floor
even though he has a majority in the
Senate. We can pass a budget with a
simple majority. It is a priority item.
He has apparently asked, and the Budg-
et Committee has not even had a mark-
up.

The Budget Act requires a markup to
begin by April 1 and a budget to be
passed by April 15 so we can go about
the business of funding next year’s gov-
ernment. We need a budget. States
have budgets, cities have budgets,
counties have budgets. No city, county,
or state that I am aware of is anything
close to borrowing 40 cents of every
dollar we spend as this Congress is
doing. We are spending $3.7 trillion. We
are taking in $2.2 trillion. That is a
stunning number.

One reason we are so out of control is
we do not have a budget. I have been
harping away at that, and I have been
talking about its impact on jobs. The
Rogoff and Reinhart study makes it
clear from nations around the world
they have studied that when the debt
reaches 90 percent of the economy, the
entire economy of the country equal to
that much debt, median growth drops 1
percent. Really the average is above
that, I believe, but at any rate, 1 per-
cent.

We had 1.8 percent growth the first
quarter. Could we have had 2.8 percent?
We are talking about more than 30 per-
cent reduction in our growth and 1 per-
cent in growth in our economy equals
the creation of 1 million jobs. So that
is the kind of thing I have been talking
about and going into some detail about
and have been unhappy and dis-
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appointed that my majority leader
would have the gall to attack the
House Members.

I have a chart. We do not want to for-
get this number. It is a pretty big num-
ber. It is 776. That is how long it has
been since we had a budget. So I com-
plained about that. My friend, Senator
REID, has the toughest job in Wash-
ington, being the majority leader in
the Senate. I do not know how he does
it, but he has to lead.

As my wife says to me: Don’t blame
me. You asked for the job. Well, he
asked for the job to be the leader, and
he announced it was foolish for us to
have a budget just a few weeks ago.
When will we ever have one presum-
ably?

Just today, earlier this morning, I
guess he got a little tired of my harp-
ing, and he said: I heard our friend, the
ranking member on the Budget Com-
mittee—that is me—come here and
talk for hours, and he keeps talking
about things that really have no bear-
ing on what I think is important to the
country today, and that is we know
that the Republicans have put forward
a budget that destroys Medicare.

Republicans did not destroy Medi-
care. Give me a break—and that is not
the only problem we have facing the
country. Medicare is going broke and
we need to do something to save it,
that is true. There are big issues. One
of them is the surging debt that Er-
skine Bowles, appointed by President
Obama to head the fiscal commission,
testified about before the Budget Com-
mittee just a few weeks ago. He said we
are facing the most predictable eco-
nomic crisis in our Nation’s history.
This has the potential to put us into
another doubledip recession. The econ-
omy is not doing well.

The things I have been talking about
do have bearing on the future of our
country, and I am disappointed my
good friend, the Democratic leader,
does not agree.

Housing prices continue to drop.
They are expected to go down another
5 percent or 6 percent this year. We
thought we had hit the bottom on
housing. Gasoline is still close to $4 a
gallon. Unemployment just went up.
We had a meager increase in 54,000 jobs
last month. We need to have about
200,000 to actually reduce unemploy-
ment. As a result, unemployment went
up. It is the lowest and worst job num-
bers we have had in some time.

The debt, the economy, gasoline
prices, jobs—those are matters that
have no bearing on what is important
to our country? I think they have a
bearing on what is important. What
does the majority leader believe? What
does he think we should be doing?

This bill we have been fiddling with
for weeks has no monumental or sig-
nificant ability to alter the debt tra-
jectory which is taking us on the most
predictable course to fiscal disaster,
that is what we need to be addressing.
It is the most important issue facing
our country. Of that I have no doubt. I
do not think anybody has any doubt.
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