May 26, 2011

Following his return from Vietnam,
Michael met Patty Dolan, whom he
married in July 1973. Michael and
Patty would raise two sons, Michael
Jr. and Brian. Eager to continue his
service to our country after returning
home, Michael joined the South Da-
kota Army National Guard 153rd Engi-
neering Battalion in Huron, SD, in
April 1973. Michael continued his serv-
ice with the South Dakota Army Na-
tional Guard until his discharge in
April 1990. He joined the South Dakota
Air National Guard in May 1990 and re-
tired from military service in May 1992
after 23 dedicated years of service to
his country.

In addition to serving his country for
23 years in the military, Michael has
dedicated his life to the service of his
fellow veterans in South Dakota. He is
retiring after 24 years of service as a
plumber at the Sioux Falls VA Medical
Center. He is a lifelong member of the
Congressional Medal of Honor Society,
Disabled American Veterans, Veterans
of Foreign Wars, American Vets, and
the 101st Airborne Association.

Michael is a humble man. He is never
one to flaunt his heroic actions, nor
bring attention to his decorated mili-
tary service. He would likely rather
blend in the crowd with his fellow vet-
erans than be singled out; however, on
the occasion of his retirement from the
Sioux Falls VA Medical Center, it is
appropriate that he be publicly recog-
nized. I commend Michael dJ.
Fitzmaurice for his many years of dedi-
cated service to the State of South Da-
kota and our nation. Michael, a grate-
ful nation thanks you for your service.
Best wishes on your retirement.e

——

TRIBUTE TO PETER HENRY

e Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, today I wish to recognize
the career of a dedicated public serv-
ant. Peter P. Henry is retiring as direc-
tor of the Black Hills VA Health Care
System in early July, concluding a ca-
reer in Federal service that spans 41
years in the Department of Veterans
Affairs. Peter has spent two lengthy
stints at the helm of the Black Hills
VA, totaling 16 years of service.

I commend Peter for his dedication,
professionalism and steadfast commit-
ment to veterans and their families. I
have always appreciated the efforts of
the men and women who work in the
Black Hills VA Health Care System
and exemplify the VA’s ‘‘Veterans
Come First’” mission. Patient satisfac-
tion numbers have remained high dur-
ing Peter’s leadership at the Black
Hills VA, a testimony to the dedicated
work of the staff and administrators at
the Hot Springs and Fort Meade facili-
ties.

Over his career, Peter has witnessed
a number of changes in the VA system
and has deftly guided and implemented
these changes within the Black Hills
VA. He worked to merge the Hot
Springs VA and Fort Meade VA sys-
tems into one collective organization,
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the Black Hills VA health care system.
This action provided a number of chal-
lenges including condensing dual mis-
sions at two campuses into one mission
spanning two facilities.

During his many years of service in
the Black Hills, Peter has worked dili-
gently to provide VA services to South
Dakota veterans who would otherwise
not receive such important care. The
number of community based outreach
clinics, CBOCs, in the Black Hills VA
system has increased during Peter’s
tenure. Veterans living in rural and
reservation areas of South Dakota
have much better access to VA health
care and specialty services through the
CBOCs. The needs of rural and reserva-
tion veterans must continue to be ad-
dressed so that access to quality VA
care is preserved and maintained.

In 1995, Peter provided key leadership
with the opening of the Rapid City
Community Based Outreach Clinic,
CBOC, at a small facility on the South
Dakota National Guard’s Camp Rapid
campus. In a joint agreement between
the Guard and the VA, veterans in
Rapid City were able to save on mile-
age and receive routine levels of care.
It wasn’t long before VA officials real-
ized that the facility was too small to
meet the growing demands of veterans
in the Rapid City area. A larger facil-
ity was opened near private commu-
nity-based medical facilities. As Pe-
ter’s career comes to a close, he con-
tinues to work to improve the Rapid
City CBOC.

Like many agencies, the VA has been
asked to do more with less over the
years. The Black Hills VA continues to
face challenges as it works to meet the
complex needs of our ever growing vet-
erans population, including women vet-
erans, younger veterans, veterans with
traumatic brain injuries, post trau-
matic stress disorder and other ill-
nesses. I commend Peter’s ability to
address these challenges and ensure
that South Dakota’s veterans are pro-
vided the quality care they deserve.

I have always appreciated Peter’s in-
sight and input on issues impacting the
VA Health Care System, the Black
Hills VA, and veterans in general. I
congratulate Peter on his many years
of federal service and applaud him for
his passionate work on behalf of vet-
erans and their families. I wish Peter
and his wife Sharon all the best in his
retirement.e

———

WATERTOWN BENEDICTINE  SIS-
TERS OF THE MOTHER OF GOD
MONASTERY

e MR. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, with great honor, today I
congratulate the Watertown Bene-
dictine Sisters of the Mother of God
Monastery in their celebration of pro-
viding 50 years of faith-based service.
Founded in 1961, the Watertown
Benedictine Sisters have served in hos-
pitals, schools, prisons, parishes, res-
ervations, and nursing homes in com-
munities throughout South Dakota.
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Originally the Watertown Benedictine
Sisters focused on serving in elemen-
tary and secondary Catholic schools in
North Dakota and South Dakota. Many
of the children that the sisters have
helped can still recount their fond
memories of the important and caring
deeds that the Sisters preformed.

Today the Sisters work for parish
ministries, schools, pastoral care, hos-
pitals, and care facilities. The Sisters,
through their 50 years of service, have
developed strong ties with the Water-
town community and have always of-
fered a hand to those in need.

In honor of this momentous occasion
the Sisters plan to host an interfaith
discussion of Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam, and to create a book detail-
ing the rich history of the Watertown
Benedictine Sisters of the Mother of
God Monastery.

I am proud to have this opportunity
to honor the Watertown Benedictine
Sisters of the Mother of God Monastery
for their outstanding service. It is an
honor for me to share with my col-
leagues the strong commitment the
Sisters have for relentlessly caring for
those in need. I strongly commend
their years of hard work and dedica-
tion, and I am very pleased that their
substantial efforts are being publicly
honored and celebrated.e

——————

YANKTON, SOUTH DAKOTA

e Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, today I recognize the 150th
anniversary of the founding of one of
South Dakota’s great cities, Yankton.
Located along the Missouri River,
Yankton serves as the county seat of
Yankton County and is a source of
great history.

Yankton, founded in 1861 and incor-
porated on May 8, 1862, was the original
capital of Dakota Territory. The found-
ers of Yankton derived the city’s name
from the Sioux expression E-hank-ton-
wan, which means ‘‘people of the end
village.” Yankton College, founded in
1881, was the first liberal arts college in
Dakota Territory, providing the com-
munity with rich opportunities
through higher education, continued
today through Mount Marty College.

Riverboat Days and the Summer Arts
Festival are held every August in
Yankton and bring visitors from all
over the state to enjoy the scenic beau-
ty and relaxing atmosphere the city
has to offer. Yankton is an outdoor en-
thusiast’s dream, offering access to
hunting, fishing, golfing, parks, hiking
trails, kayaking and canoeing, and
other water recreation sports. The
Gavins Point Dam makes the city’s
water recreation possible along with
providing hydroelectric power.
Yankton is home to the Dakota Terri-
torial museum, which provides a
glimpse of the rich history of the Da-
kota Territory and the events that
shaped the Midwest itself. Yankton is
also the hometown of perhaps South
Dakota’s most famous resident, Tom
Brokaw, former anchor of the NBC
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Nightly News, a
Yankton High School.

Yankton is celebrating its sesqui-
centennial with a variety of artists
playing a diverse selection of music.
This three day concert event will honor
the people that have made Yankton
their home, from the first rugged set-
tlers to the children of today.

Yankton continues to be a vibrant
community and a great asset to South
Dakota. Yankton boasts a thriving
economy, various tourist destinations,
and tremendous opportunities for out-
door recreation. I am pleased to recog-
nize the achievements of Yankton, and
to offer my congratulations to the resi-
dents of the city on this historic mile-
stone.®

graduate from

———

TRIBUTE TO RANDY SCHOEN

e Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor the work of Medford
Chief of Police Randy Schoen, and all
the officers, citizens, dispatchers, and
volunteers being recognized at the
Medford Police Awards Banquet.

The Medford Police Department is
doing its community a great service in
holding the annual Medford Police
Awards Banquet, acknowledging and
encouraging the kind of work that
keeps our citizens safe and makes our
communities great.

Chief Schoen has contributed much
to his department and to the city of
Medford, OR. He developed the depart-
ment’s first K9, SWAT, and drug and
gang enforcement units. He has used
technology to make the department
more effective and responsive. He has
rolled out programs that have in-
creased the Medford Police Depart-
ment’s efficiency, community involve-
ment, and clearance rates. Chief
Schoen is a terrific example of what it
means to be a public servant. He is now
retiring after 25 years of meritorious
service. His hard work will be missed.

Also worthy of praise are the many
other individuals being honored at the
Medford Police Awards Banquet. These
citizens and officers are receiving
awards for Outstanding Achievement,
Meritorious Lifesaving, and Citizen
Recognition. Many of these individuals
have risked personal harm to save the
life of another, or ensure that justice is
done. I thank the Medford Police De-
partment for honoring them.

I join the Medford Police Department
and the people of Medford in com-
memorating the great work of Chief
Schoen and all those receiving awards
at this banquet. These individuals rep-
resent the ideals of civil service, per-
sonal heroism, and a just society. I
thank them for their service and wish
them all the best in their endeavors to
come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO LINDA CANNON

e Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today
I honor Linda Cannon, deputy director
of intergovernmental relations for the
city of Seattle, who is retiring after
serving over 35 years with the city.
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Ms. Cannon’s legacy can be seen
throughout the city. She has served for
many years as the city’s primary con-
tact with the U.S. military as it relates
to the base realignment and closure
process. The most significant of these
projects was her work on the ongoing
redevelopment of Sand Point, a former
Naval Air Station and later Support
Activity Center for the Navy, closed in
1991. Linda served as the key staff per-
son coordinating with the Navy, com-
munity members, Native American
tribes, and a host of interest groups
over the redevelopment of this signifi-
cant resource. Linda worked to balance
all these interests while ensuring that
the values of the community were also
upheld. The crown jewel of this rede-
velopment is Warren G. Magnuson
Park which honors Washington State’s
late great Senator Magnuson. Her lead-
ership throughout this process has
been critical to its success.

Ms. Cannon also served as a mentor
and trusted colleague to hundreds of
city staff through the years. She is
known for her grace under pressure,
her clearheaded approach to problems,
and keeping everything in perspective.
Her attitude and work ethic always
served as a model for those around her.

Ms. Cannon represents the best of
public service in this country. Her pro-
fessionalism, integrity, institutional
knowledge, and understanding of the
role of public employees in serving the
people have been a huge asset to the
city and will be sorely missed. There
are hundreds of thousands of public
servants around the country like Ms.
Cannon who are quietly serving their
communities every day. We all should
be grateful for their dedication and
service. I would like to wish Ms. Can-
non the best in her retirement and a
heartfelt thank you.e

———

RECOGNIZING BIOVATION, LLC

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, for 25
yvears, the Smaller Business Associa-
tion of New England, SBANE, has been
recognizing the accomplishments and
innovations of small businesses
throughout the Northeast with its in-
novation awards. The Rising Star cat-
egory is reserved for those small busi-
nesses that will have a significant im-
pact in their industry or sector in the
near future.

Today I rise to recognize Biovation
LLC, a small manufacturing firm in
the coastal Maine town of Boothbay
that creates antimicrobial chemical
and nonwoven fiber products for both
food packaging and wound -care.
Biovation beat out nearly 200 nominees
and 20 finalists to win the coveted Ris-
ing Star category of the SBANE’s Inno-
vation Awards, a truly worthy and
aptly named recognition for this up-
and-coming firm.

The company was nominated for the
SBANE award by the Maine Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership, MEP,
with which it has worked to increase
efficiency, productivity and competi-

May 26, 2011

tiveness. Rosemary Presnar of the
Maine MEP has noted that Biovation
possesses ‘‘a rare combination of engi-
neering capability and entrepreneurial
zeal; and they’re visionary in applying
their technology to develop new prod-
ucts and create new market opportuni-
ties.” This commitment to improve-
ment is a source of inspiration, and is
an example of the blossoming techno-
logical and R&D sector that is trans-
forming Maine. Biovation received the
award at SBANE’s annual gala dinner
on May 11 in Massachusetts, joining
Maine companies such as Tom’s of
Maine and Wright Express, which have
been recognized in previous years.

Biovation aspires to become a world-
wide leader in the product safety and
wound care sectors within the next
decade, and the company is off to a re-
sounding start. Biovation has devel-
oped a process where textile fibers are
infused with antimicrobial chemical
formulations; these fibers can be used
for bandages and dressings to prevent
the spread of disease by inhibiting the
growth of bacteria and fungi. Clearly,
this is a perfect tool for use in hos-
pitals and medical facilities worldwide
in efforts to eradicate the transmission
of infections between patients.

In April of this year, Biovation
shipped out its first orders of food safe-
ty products, and by this time next
year, it expects to complete contract
negotiations with a medical company
for its wound care products. Addition-
ally, the U.S. Marines have expressed
interest in acquiring absorbent liners
to keep soldier’s boots dry. Because
countries like Iraq and Afghanistan
lack the proper infrastructure, it is dif-
ficult to use electric dryers for such
tasks. Biovation’s unique products can
provide an affordable, lightweight pad
to help our troops stay comfortable
during their critical missions in ex-
treme temperatures and conditions.

It will take America’s nearly 30 mil-
lion small businesses working to out-
innovate and out-produce the rest of
the world to provide for a lasting eco-
nomic recovery. With companies like
Biovation leading the way, I am con-
fident that we are well-poised to move
our economy forward. I thank everyone
at Biovation for their dedication and
forward-thinking, and congratulate
them on their success.®

———

TRIBUTE TO TOM MCAVOY

e Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, today I recognize a native
Puebloan, sometimes critic, and staple
of Colorado’s political journalism, Tom
McAvoy.

Tom McAvoy has been with the
Pueblo Chieftain newspaper in Colo-
rado for over three decades, including
21 years of covering the Colorado state-
house. For the past 7 years, he has
served as the Chieftain’s editorial re-
search director and a member of its
editorial board. He will retire at the
end of May, but I hear he will continue
to make an occasional appearance in
the editorial section.
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