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we’d be successful,’’ Sherman said. ‘‘We al-
ways tried to find gear our friends would 
buy, or that we would want to buy.’’ 

Outdoor Gear Exchange also does an online 
business account for 25 percent of its sales 
and growing, nearly doubling this year. 
Sherman was able to consolidate his online 
staff from where they were, in a space above 
The Body Shop on Church Street, to offices 
in his new space. Although he doesn’t release 
sales figures, Sherman did say his annual 
payroll approaches $1 million. 

With all the extra space to work with in 
the new location, Sherman and co-owner 
Mike Donohue are getting into gear for fam-
ily camping, also known as car camping, 
which will put them in competition with 
Dick’s Sporting Goods in Williston. Tradi-
tionally, Outdoor Gear Exchange has focused 
on backpackers, climbers and hikers, ‘‘folks 
going out into the wilderness,’’ Sherman 
said, and who place a high value on light- 
weight gear. 

But Sherman said family camping is a 
growing segment of the market, especially 
for people his age—45 years old. It’s not inex-
pensive to get into, but once you’re set up, it 
is a relatively cheap vacation. The priorities 
for the gear are different than those for 
hikers and climbers. 

‘‘Car camping is a little more focused on 
amenities and space, as opposed to weight,’’ 
Sherman said. ‘‘We’ll offer tents with more 
features oriented toward cushy living, thick-
er sleeping pads, things like that.’’ 

Sherman also plans to expand his offering 
of casual outdoor clothing to include lower 
price ranges than he has historically 
stocked, in memory of the recently departed 
Old Navy. 

‘‘We’re sensitive to the fact that Old Navy 
provided a service to folks who couldn’t af-
ford more expensive clothing,’’ Sherman 
said. ‘‘Whether it was high quality or not, 
the bottom line is it was highly affordable. 
We want to make sure that doesn’t become a 
void in the downtown, so we’ll look for out-
door casual that’s more affordable than what 
we currently sell.’’ 

Eventually, Sherman plans to add another 
8,000 square feet of retail space in the base-
ment of his new space, which he is also leas-
ing. Panera Bread, the national chain of bak-
ery-cafes, will also be on the main floor of 
the building as the only other tenant, al-
though there will be no physical connection 
between the two businesses. Panera isn’t ex-
pected to open for another month or two. 

‘‘I hope we get some bread smell, but that’s 
about it,’’ Sherman said. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO BILL GIPSON 

∑ Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, Bill 
Gipson, president and chief executive 
officer of Empire District Electric 
Company, is retiring on May 31, 2011. 
Bill is an example of the American 
dream: humble beginnings, hard-
working, successful and modest. 

Bill, a native of Jasper County, MO, 
worked his way through Missouri 
Southern State University earning a 
degree in management technology. He 
went to work at Empire in 1981. He was 
director of the utility’s commercial op-
erations and economic development de-
partments before becoming executive 
vice-president in 2001 and then chief op-
erating officer. Bill has been a member 
of Empire’s board of directors and has 
served as president and chief executive 

officer since 2002. During Bill’s tenure 
as president, Empire District Electric 
Company’s assets have doubled. 

Involvement in the community has 
been one of Bill’s trademarks. Bill is a 
past chairman of the Joplin Chamber 
of Commerce, the Missouri Chamber of 
Commerce and the Missouri Energy De-
velopment Association. Additionally, 
Bill is on the Missouri Southern State 
University School of Business Advisory 
Council, the Missouri Southern State 
University Foundation and a member 
of Rotary International. 

At their annual banquet on May 5, 
2011, the Joplin Chamber of Commerce 
named Bill the Outstanding Citizen of 
the Year. 

Bill and his wife of 33 years, Tracy, 
are looking forward to their retirement 
home on Table Rock Lake, but I know 
Bill Gipson’s contributions to Missouri 
will continue for years to come.∑ 

f 

NORTH CAROLINA VETERANS 
PARK 

∑ Mr. BURR. Mr. President, today I 
join with the citizens of North Carolina 
who have a long and proud history 
since the Nation’s birth of paying spe-
cial honor and respect to its sons and 
daughters who protect our country’s 
freedoms. Americans from coast to 
coast enjoy their freedoms because of 
the service and sacrifices of our vet-
erans. North Carolina is proud to be 
the home of Cherry Point Marine Corps 
Air Station, Charlotte Air National 
Guard, Marine Corps Base Camp 
Lejeune, U.S. Coast Guard Air Station 
Elizabeth City, Fort Bragg, Pope Army 
Air Field, Marine Corps Air Station 
New River, and Seymour Johnson Air 
Force Base. We are proud to be a state 
that one of the largest populations of 
veterans in the United States call 
home. 

North Carolina has a rich military 
history dating back to before the Revo-
lutionary War. In a 1771 rebellion 
against the royal governor, North 
Carolina farmers called ‘‘Regulators’’ 
employed tactics at Alamance Battle-
ground that were later adopted as a 
model for fighting the British. Troops 
from North Carolina played a signifi-
cant role in many Civil War battles, in-
cluding the Battle of Gettysburg, 
where ‘‘Tar Heels’’ were prominent in 
Pickett’s Charge. Many of the 86,000 
North Carolinians who served in World 
War I were assigned to the 30th Infan-
try Division, which distinguished itself 
in the Somme Offensive by breaking 
through the famed and supposedly im-
pregnable ‘‘Hindenburg Line,’’ helping 
to hasten the end of the conflict. Dur-
ing World War II, the U.S. Marine 
Corps trained their first class of Afri-
can Americans at Montford Point Base, 
near Camp Lejeune, and members of 
the North Carolina National Guard 
landed on the Normandy beaches. Dur-
ing the war in Southeast Asia soldiers 
from the 82nd Airborne Division at Ft. 
Bragg deployed to participate in the 
Tet Offensive and remained in theater 

for 22 months. Airmen flying F–15E’s 
from the 4th Fighter Wing out of Sey-
mour Johnson Air Force Base were the 
first to lead nighttime strikes against 
Iraqi forces during Operation Desert 
Storm and helped bring the Persian 
Gulf war to a swift conclusion. Ele-
ments of the 2nd Marine Division from 
Camp Lejeune crossed into Iraq on the 
first day of the ground war in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom and later forged 
relationships with the Sunni tribes in 
Iraq’s restive Anbar Province. Elite 
Green Berets from Fort Bragg have 
been operating throughout Afghani-
stan, expanding Village Stability Oper-
ations and seeking out terrorist lead-
ers. And members of the Coast Guard’s 
National Strike Force based in Eliza-
beth City responded to the devastating 
earthquakes in Haiti by conducting fa-
cility inspections around crippled Hai-
tian ports to help resume the vital sup-
ply of aid to that poverty stricken na-
tion. 

This Fourth of July will hold special 
significance for North Carolina. On 
that day in Fayetteville, NC home to 
Fort Bragg, where the renowned 82nd 
Airborne, Eighteenth Airborne Corps, 
U.S. Army’s Special Operations Com-
mand, and Pope Army Airfield are lo-
cated, there will be a dedication of the 
North Carolina Veterans Park. The 
purpose of the Veterans Park is to 
honor all North Carolina veterans and 
serve as a centerpiece for a compila-
tion of historic objects and images and 
landscaped spaces that symbolize a Na-
tion’s unending gratitude, somber re-
flection, and ongoing education for 
generations to come. It will commemo-
rate the achievement, service, dedica-
tion, and sacrifice of our Armed 
Forces. 

The park is adjacent to the Airborne 
and Special Operations Museum, which 
is a part of the U.S. Army Museum 
System, providing an exceptional edu-
cational experience and preserving the 
legacy of airborne and special oper-
ations forces from their early days in 
World War Two to the present oper-
ations in Iraq, Afghanistan and across 
the globe. 

The city of Fayetteville has directed 
that the design and construction of the 
North Carolina Veterans Park meet or 
exceed all the guidelines and expecta-
tions provided by a large representa-
tive segment of the veteran population, 
including members of a content com-
mittee who served in all five branches 
of the military services: Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, and Air 
Force. 

The Park consists of seven water fea-
tures and public art crafted by individ-
uals from across the State. The hands 
of 100 veterans were cast to honor and 
represent every county in North Caro-
lina and are displayed in this park’s 
Wall of Oath. Soil from each of the 
State’s 100 counties will be included in 
the construction of the columns in the 
park. The sculptures in the public 
plaza signify our veterans’ commit-
ment, courage, dedication, heroism, 
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sacrifices, service, and strength, and 
showcase the incredible talents of our 
State’s artists. 

Please join me and the citizens of the 
great State of North Carolina in ex-
pressing our pride and gratitude to the 
veterans for their service, dedication, 
and sacrifice in protecting the free-
doms of this country. And as we des-
ignate July 4, 2011, as ‘‘North Carolina 
Veterans Park Day,’’ please reflect on 
the words that tell the story of the 
North Carolina Veterans Park: 
From the soils of North Carolina 
You left your families and homes 
With purpose to serve your country. 
In service, you made sacrifices. 

You are our veterans. 

This is your place to reflect on and 
Share your experiences. 
To feel pride in your service, 
Bond with fellow veterans, and heal. 
Here, may you find support and inspiration 
To live your lives today. 

The people of North Carolina 
Honor your service and welcome you home.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. BOBBY FONG 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Dr. Bobby Fong, the 
outgoing president of Butler Univer-
sity. 

Since becoming Butler University’s 
20th president on June 1, 2001, Dr. 
Fong’s leadership and vision have 
brought financial stability, expanded 
academic programs, and record-
breaking student enrollment and fund-
raising. Many are aware of Butler’s 
prowess on the basketball court, which 
has introduced the Nation to ‘‘The But-
ler Way.’’ Dr. Fong has further en-
hanced Butler University’s role as a 
cultural and intellectual pillar of the 
city of Indianapolis and Indiana as a 
whole. I am proud of the recognition 
and prestige Dr. Fong and Butler Uni-
versity have brought to our State. 

Personally, I have enjoyed many 
meetings with Dr. Fong over the years 
and appreciate his welcoming me to de-
liver the commencement address for 
the Butler College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences in May of 2010. Dr. 
Fong’s enthusiasm and leadership have 
ensured the success of the annual Dick 
Lugar Run, Walk, and Health Fair, 
which has been held on the Butler cam-
pus for the last 32 years. I have treas-
ured this partnership with the school, 
which has served to promote physical 
fitness and disease prevention. 

I appreciate this opportunity to rec-
ognize Dr. Fong, and I look forward to 
many more opportunities to work 
closely with him as he pursues new 
challenges and opportunities.∑ 

f 

LOUISIANA HONORAIR 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to acknowledge and honor a very 
special group, the Louisiana HonorAir. 
Louisiana HonorAir is a not-for-profit 
group that flies as many as 200 World 
War II veterans a year up to Wash-
ington, DC. On May 28, 2011, a group of 

85 veterans will travel to Washington 
as part of this very special program. 

I want to take a moment to thank all 
the brave veterans visiting our Capital 
for this trip: 

Mr. Jack A. Adams; Mr. Sidney L. Agnelly; 
Mr. Paul K. Anderson; Ms. Theresa J.R. An-
derson; Mr. Walton H. Blanchard, Sr.; Mr. 
James C. Bond, Sr.; Mr. James E. Bowie; Mr. 
Warren B. Braud; Mr. Herman Broussard; Mr. 
Henry A. Buchholz, Jr.; Mr. Elmer H. Cates; 
Ms. Bonnie Clabijo; Mr. John S. Cordero, Sr.; 
Mr. Robert G. Daigle, Sr.; Mr. James P. 
Daigre; Mr. Albert J. Daube; Mr. Dudley J. 
David; Mr. Henry F. Deist; Mr. Dudley E. 
Duhon; Mr. Rene I. Duhon; Mr. Woodrow 
Duhon; Mr. Sherman Faught; Mr. Arthur C. 
Flory. 

Mr. Roman A. Guidry; Mr. Edwin Hardy; 
Mr. Ernest Haydel; Mr. Harold C. Hill; Mr. 
Lloyd E. Hogan; Ms. Lillian F. Hoover; Mr. 
Warren D. Huggins; Mr. Gordon L. Jarnigan; 
Mr. Eugene B. Johnson; Ms. Geneva R. John-
son; Mr. Hubert Lane Joyner; Mr. John M. 
Key; Mr. Julius J. Klos; Mr. Albert L. Klotz, 
Jr.; Mr. Fred C. Kraus, Jr.; Mr. Anthony 
Labruzza; Mr. Emile A. Lambert, Jr.; Mr. Jo-
seph H. Lauff, Jr.; Mr. James LeBlanc; Mr. 
Robert D. Lowe; Mr. Curtis J. Marcello; Mr. 
Eustace A. Marionneaux; Mr. Joseph T. 
McKay. 

Mr. Stephen L. McMurray; Mr. Tanner A. 
Messina; Mr. Randolph J. Olano, Jr.; Mr. Roy 
Patton; Mr. Lawrence J. Pellegrin, Sr.; Mr. 
Earl J. Perere; Mr. Sidney J. Quatrevingt; 
Mr. William C. Rabalais; Mr. Ralph L. Rich-
ardson; Mr. Joseph J. Rockoforte; Mr. Alger 
J. Rodriguez; Mr. John T. Roshto; Mr. Ben-
jamin Rush; Mr. Louis C. Salzer; Ms. Flor-
ence F. Smith; Mr. Charles C. Spence; Mr. 
Clifton J. Stutes; Mr. Percy Thibodeaux; Mr. 
Wallace W. Thibodeaux; Mr. Ernest G. Wal-
den; Mr. Bobby E. Williams; Mr. Clifton O. 
Wilson. 

While visiting Washington, DC, these 
veterans will tour the World War II Me-
morial, Arlington National Cemetery, 
the Iwo Jima Memorial, and the Ko-
rean Memorial. This program provides 
many veterans with their only oppor-
tunity to see the great memorials dedi-
cated to their service. Thus, today, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring these great Americans and 
thanking them for their devotion and 
service to our Nation.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:11 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-

nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1231. An act to amend the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf Lands Act to require that 
each 5-year offshore oil and gas leasing pro-
gram offer leasing in the areas with the most 
prospective oil and gas resources, to estab-
lish a domestic oil and natural gas produc-
tion goal, and for other purposes. 

At 2:46 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 754. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2011 for intelligence and 
intelligence-related activities of the United 
States Government, the Community Man-
agement Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Disability 
System, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 990. A bill to provide for an additional 
temporary extension of programs under the 
Small Business Act and the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 1229. To amend the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act to facilitate the safe and 
timely production of American energy re-
sources from the Gulf of Mexico, to require 
the Secretary of the Interior to conduct cer-
tain offshore oil and gas lease sales, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

H.R. 1231. An act to amend the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf Lands Act to require that 
each 5-year offshore oil and gas leasing pro-
gram offer leasing in the areas with the most 
prospective oil and gas resources, to estab-
lish a domestic oil and natural gas produc-
tion goal, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1662. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition 
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Minimizing the Use of Ma-
terials Containing Hexavalent Chromium’’ 
((RIN0750–AG35) (DFARS Case 2009–D004)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 10, 2011; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–1663. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a quarterly report entitled, ‘‘Acceptance 
of Contributions for Defense Programs, 
Projects, and Activities’’; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–1664. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
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