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S. 583. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to permit direct pay-
ment under the Medicare program for clin-
ical social worker services provided to resi-
dents of skilled nursing facilities; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. BEGICH, and Mr. INOUYE):

S. 584. A bill to establish the Social Work
Reinvestment Commission to provide inde-
pendent counsel to Congress and the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services on pol-
icy issues associated with recruitment, re-
tention, research, and reinvestment in the
profession of social work, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. NELSON of Nebraska (for him-
self, Mr. KERRY, Mr. BROWN of Ohio,
Mr. UDpALL of Colorado, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. COoONs, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. 585. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
Education to award grants for the support of
full-service community schools, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mrs. MCCASKILL):

S. 586. A bill to amend the Congressional
Accountability Act of 1995 to apply whistle-
blower protections available to certain exec-
utive branch employees to legislative branch
employees, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. SANDERS, and Mr.
CARDIN):

S. 587. A bill to amend the Safe Drinking
Water Act to repeal a certain exemption for
hydraulic fracturing, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

By Mr. CASEY:

S. 588. A bill to amend the Workforce In-
vestment Act of 1998, to authorize a national
grant program for on-the-job training; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. CASEY:

S. 589. A Dbill to provide for an expedited re-
sponse to emergencies related to oil or gas
production or storage; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and
Ms. MURKOWSKI) (by request):

S. 590. A bill to convey certain submerged
lands to the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands in order to give that terri-
tory the same benefits in its submerged
lands as Guam, the Virgin Islands, and
American Samoa have in their submerged
lands; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. BROWN of Ohio (for himself,
Ms. STABENOW, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
CASEY, and Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 591. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the qualifying
advanced energy project credit; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. McCAIN:

S. Res. 102. A resolution calling for a no-fly
zone and the recognition of the Transitional
National Council in Libya; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 102
At the request of Mr. McCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
102, a bill to provide an optional fast-
track procedure the President may use
when submitting rescission requests,
and for other purposes.
S. 244
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 244, a bill to enable States to opt
out of certain provisions of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act.
S. 274
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 274, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
pand access to medication therapy
management services under the Medi-
care prescription drug program.
S. 325
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNSs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 325, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to require the pro-
vision of behavioral health services to
members of the reserve components of
the Armed Forces necessary to meet
pre-deployment and post-deployment
readiness and fitness standards, and for
other purposes.
S. 362
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 362, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to provide
for a Pancreatic Cancer Initiative, and
for other purposes.
S. 376
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
376, a bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide that persons
having seriously delinquent tax debts
shall be ineligible for Federal employ-
ment.
S. 398
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 398, a bill to amend the
Energy Policy and Conservation Act to
improve energy efficiency of certain
appliances and equipment, and for
other purposes.
S. 437
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 437, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
quire the Secretary of the Treasury to
provide each individual taxpayer a re-
ceipt for an income tax payment which
itemizes the portion of the payment
which is allocable to various Govern-
ment spending categories.
S. 489
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN)
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was added as a cosponsor of S. 489, a
bill to require certain mortgagees to
evaluate loans for modifications, to es-
tablish a grant program for State and
local government mediation programs,
and for other purposes.
S. 509
At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-
rado, the name of the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 509, a bill to amend the
Federal Credit Union Act, to advance
the ability of credit unions to promote
small business growth and economic
development opportunities, and for
other purposes.
S. 520
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
names of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. CORKER), the Senator from Maine
(Ms. COLLINS), the Senator from Maine
(Ms. SNOWE) and the Senator from Ne-
vada (Mr. ENSIGN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 520, a bill to repeal the
Volumetric Ethanol Excise Tax Credit.
S. 530
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
530, a bill to modify certain subsidies
for ethanol production, and for other
purposes.
S. 555
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 555, a bill to end discrimi-
nation based on actual or perceived
sexual orientation or gender identity
in public schools, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 565
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 565, a bill to establish an
employment-based immigrant visa for
alien entrepreneurs who have received
significant capital from investors to
establish a business in the United
States.
S. 570
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. VITTER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 570, a bill to prohibit the
Department of Justice from tracking
and cataloguing the purchases of mul-
tiple rifles and shotguns.
S. CON. RES. 4
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 4, a concurrent
resolution expressing the sense of Con-
gress that an appropriate site on Chap-
lains Hill in Arlington National Ceme-
tery should be provided for a memorial
marker to honor the memory of the
Jewish chaplains who died while on ac-
tive duty in the Armed Forces of the
United States.
S. CON. RES. 7
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
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(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 7, a concurrent reso-
lution supporting the Local Radio
Freedom Act.
S. RES. 51
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 51, a resolution rec-
ognizing the 190th anniversary of the
independence of Greece and celebrating
Greek and American democracy.
S. RES. 80
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN)
was added as a cosponsor of S. Res. 80,
a resolution condemning the Govern-
ment of Iran for its state-sponsored
persecution of its Baha’i minority and
its continued violation of the Inter-
national Covenants on Human Rights.
S. RES. 87
At the request of Mr. THUNE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 87, a resolution designating the
year of 2012 as the ‘‘International Year
of Cooperatives’.
S. RES. 94
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 94, a resolution to express the
sense of the Senate in support of reduc-
ing its budget by at least 5 percent.
AMENDMENT NO. 161
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. BROWN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 161 proposed
to S. 493, a bill to reauthorize and im-
prove the SBIR and STTR programs,
and for other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. HARKIN:

S. 576. A bill to amend the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 to improve standards for physical
education; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, today I
am introducing the FIT Kids Act. That
first word, FIT, an acronym for Fitness
Integrated with Teaching, an impor-
tant concept that I am proud to pro-
mote today. The FIT Kids Act encour-
ages schools to provide children with
quality physical education in an effort
to promote health and wellness
throughout their lives.

Since the 1970s, the incidence of obe-
sity has more than doubled for pre-
school children aged 2-5 years and for
young people aged 12-19 years; for chil-
dren aged 6-11 years, it has more than
tripled. Since there are many reasons
for this public health crisis, we know
that addressing it will require multiple
solutions. An important place we can
address childhood obesity is in our
schools. The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention has found that
fewer than 10 percent of our public
schools offer daily physical education

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

for the entire school year for all stu-
dents. Let me repeat that, fewer than
10 percent. Our kids deserve better. Re-
search has shown that physical edu-
cation not only promotes health and
wellness, it also has a direct correla-
tion with kids’ academic performance
in school.

The FIT Kids Act would amend the
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act to shine a light on the availability
of quality physical education for all
public school children through grade
12, and to ensure they receive impor-
tant health and nutritional informa-
tion. As Chairman of the Senate
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee, I have been working in a
bipartisan way with my colleagues on
the committee to reauthorize the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act.

With the reauthorization of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act,
we must fix the things that are not
working, while protecting the goals of
the bill, including narrowing achieve-
ment gaps. It is truly alarming to see
the discrepancies in achievement be-
tween children in the United States
and children abroad. Here in the U.S.,
despite making some progress, we con-
tinue to have wide and persistent
achievement gaps that are leaving be-
hind children of color, young people
from disadvantaged backgrounds, and
children with disabilities.

In addition to achievement gaps, I
am also concerned about the trends in
physical education in schools across
the Nation. Currently, schools are de-
creasing the amount of free play or
physical activity that children engage
in during school hours. Only about one-
third of elementary children have daily
physical education, and less than one-
fifth have extracurricular physical ac-
tivity programs at their schools. I
know that difficult resource decisions
have to be made but we cannot short-
change our children’s health. This is
short-sighted for two big reasons: One,
we are fighting a childhood obesity epi-
demic of frightening proportions. And,
two, as research shows, and as any
teacher or parent knows, kids have to
have time to play and burn off energy
if they are going to be in a proper
frame of mind to learn.

The association between physical ac-
tivity and academic achievement is an
important part of why we need to con-
tinue to support physical education.
Broad evidence suggests a positive re-
lationship between physical activity
and grade point average, rate of learn-
ing, memory, attention span, and class-
room behavior, as well as cognitive, so-
cial, and motor skill development. Re-
search indicates that youth who report
engaging in physical activity at school
are 20 percent more likely than their
less active peers to earn good grades in
math or English. Furthermore, data
suggests that children who are over-
weight have greater risk for school ab-
senteeism than their peers who are av-
erage weight. In order for our Nation’s
children to be successful students, we
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must do all that we can to ensure they
are in school and ready to learn.

This legislation will ensure that par-
ents receive critical information re-
garding the time and resources devoted
to their children for a quality physical
education. Specifically, the bill will re-
quire schools, local educational agen-
cies, and state educational agencies to
publicly report on the quantity and
quality of physical education courses
provided using nationally recognized
guidelines and standards. This will give
parents the information they need to
assess whether their children are re-
ceiving an appropriate physical edu-
cation. Furthermore, the FIT Kids Act
would give parents the tools necessary
to encourage and support a healthy and
active lifestyle, including increased
physical activity during and outside
the school day, and nutritious eating
habits both at home and at school.

In addition, the bill promotes profes-
sional development for teachers and
school principals to promote healthy
lifestyles and physical activity through
evidence-based curricula, and thereby
boost students’ ability to learn more
effectively. The bill also promotes
physical activity in after-school pro-
grams and amends the school coun-
seling program to take into account
both students’ emotional wellbeing and
their physical wellbeing.

Finally, this legislation authorizes
research on the ways physical activity
can be incorporated into all aspects of
the school day, the impact of physical
activity on students’ readiness to
learn, and the best ways to measure
student progress in increasing physical
activity.

The FIT Kids Act shines a spotlight
on children’s health and how our
schools can play a greater role in
teaching our children healthy behav-
iors. As we move forward in reauthor-
izing the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, we cannot neglect the
importance of proper physical edu-
cation. We know that sedentary life-
styles that begin in childhood can lead
to number of major chronic diseases
that affect their health and wellbeing
in adulthood. Accordingly, we owe it to
American students to teach them
healthy behaviors and the importance
of physical activity, and how these les-
sons will benefit them throughout
their lives. The FIT Kids Act provides
the framework to accomplish this. I
urge my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 576

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Fitness Inte-
grated with Teaching Kids Act’ or the “FIT
Kids Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
Congress makes the following findings:
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