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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, a Senator from
the State of New York.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Hear our prayers, O God. Attend to
our intercession. You are the rock of
our hope, our refuge in the time of
storm. Forgive the things that blemish
our personal lives, leading us away
from Your standards of purity. Forgive
us for every action that obstructs the
coming of Your kingdom.

Today, help the Members of this body
to experience the constancy of Your
presence. Lord, fill them with the high-
er wisdom that leads a nation toward
greatness. Show them what needs to be
changed and give them the courage to
do it. Sustain them by the radiant vi-
sion of the ultimate triumph of Your
kingdom.

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable KIRSTEN E.
GILLIBRAND led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 9, 2011.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN BE.
GILLIBRAND, a Senator from the State of New
York, to perform the duties of the Chair.
DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE
Mr. REID. Madam President, fol-

lowing any leader remarks, there will
be a period of morning business until
10:40, with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each. The majority
will control the first half and the Re-
publicans will control the final half.

At 10:40 a.m., the Senate will recess
for a joint meeting of Congress with
the Honorable Julia Gillard, Prime
Minister of Australia.

The Senate will reconvene at 12 noon
and proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 1, the Defense appropria-
tions bill, which is the famous CR, H.R.
1, and the Democratic alternative.

At 3 p.m., Senators should expect two
rollcall votes in relation to those two
matters. Under an agreement reached
yesterday, each proposal will be sub-
ject to a 60-vote threshold.

———

NOT JUST NUMBERS

Mr. REID. Madam President, on the
news on the way to work this morning,
I heard one Republican Senator who is
part of the Republican leadership say
he thought all Republicans would vote
for H.R. 1, this job-killing—that isn’t
what he said, it is what I say—this job-
killing, shortsighted bill. He said they
would do it because of the numbers in-
volved in it—the numbers involved in

it. I tell everyone, my friends on the
Republican side, the American people
are not as concerned about the num-
bers as what is in this bill, with those
mean-spirited riders.

We are concerned about the numbers.
The American people are concerned
about the numbers. The President of
the United States and Democratic Sen-
ators have agreed to address the num-
bers, and we will do that. We have done
it in our alternative here today.

But this is not a bill about numbers.
H.R. 1 is a mean-spirited bill that will
cut the heart out of the recovery we
have in America today. It goes after
little children, poor little boys and
girls who want to learn—they don’t
know what they want, but we want
them to learn to read, to be able to
learn. Head Start is a program that has
been successful. We have a lot of poor
people in Nevada. I wish we didn’t, but
we do. Head Start has been great for
our communities. The National Insti-
tutes of Health, they are whacking
that—the National Science Founda-
tion. Our clean energy jobs, they are
going after them. National labora-
tories. Where is the spirit of Pete
Domenici—Pete Domenici, a long-time
Republican Senator. He and I worked
as chair and ranking member of that
Energy and Water Subcommittee on
Appropriations, trying to fund those
very important labs. The labs do lots of
good. Among others, they make our
country’s nuclear weapons safe and re-
liable. What has been done with this
meat axe approach that they say is
only numbers is not good for our coun-
try. I have heard my friend, the assist-
ant majority leader, talk about what is
happening to one of the smaller labora-
tories, Argonne, in Illinois. We have
big ones at Livermore, at Sandia, Los
Alamos, and other labs around the
country that are some of the places
where there is pure science—some of
the few places in America today where
we have pure science. What H.R. 1 has
done, what they are trying to do to
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education in our country—not only
Head Start—but how it affects edu-
cation generally is unacceptable.

What this bill would do if it were to
pass—it is not numbers; it is not num-
bers only. What does it do to our port
security? The Presiding Officer is from
the State of New York. Every day
there are evil people trying to do dam-
age to the people and the State of New
York in the ports. Our airport security.
We still have to look out for these bad
people, the shoe bombers and other
people who come up with all of these
very bad ways to try to harm America.

So for someone over here on the
other side to say they are looking at
H.R. 1 and they will probably all vote
for it because of the numbers—how in-
sulting to the American people.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business until 10:40 a.m. with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the ma-
jority controlling the first half and the
Republicans controlling the final half.

The Senator from Illinois is recog-
nized.

——————

AUTHORIZATION TO APPOINT
ESCORT COMMITTEE

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the President pro
tempore of the Senate be authorized to
appoint a committee on the part of the
Senate to join with a like committee
on the part of the House of Representa-
tives to escort the Honorable Julia
Gillard, Prime Minister of Australia, to
the House Chamber for the joint meet-
ing.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

RESPONSIBLE DEFICIT REDUCTION

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I
wish to follow up on what was said by
the majority leader. This exercise we
are engaged in here, this conversation
about how to finish this fiscal year
which ends on October 1, is one that I
think has gotten out of hand, and I will
tell you why.

I know the debt is a serious problem
facing America. I know the deficit is
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something that threatens our economy
and our way of living. I also know
there are sensible, thoughtful ways to
deal with it. One of them was addressed
by the Bowles-Simpson deficit commis-
sion which I served on and voted for in
terms of their final report. I disagreed
with some things, but that is the na-
ture of a compromise and the nature of
moving our Nation forward. What we
tried to do in that commission was to
take a look at this challenge and not
solve it in a month or 6 months, but
say, How can we solve this, do it in a
sensible, responsible way, and still
grow the economy?

Right now, a few feet away from
where we are meeting, are some of the
best minds in America. They are sit-
ting in a room, meeting with Senators.
They represent the high-tech indus-
tries of America. I just heard Mr. John
Chambers, who is the CEO of Cisco,
talk about the challenge we face and
compare our status in the world to
China today, the No. 2 economy in the
world. He compared our situation
today to what it was a few years ago.

We are in a position now where we
have only one out of four startup com-
panies that we had a few years ago, and
it is an indication to me that if Amer-
ica is going to continue to lead in this
world, we need to invest in that which
makes us strong. I am not saying the
deficit is not a problem. It is. But we
will still have a Federal budget as we
address the deficit and we should in-
vest, through that Federal budget, in
what is important, things that build
our future.

This morning Senator REID of Nevada
talked about the vulnerable in Amer-
ica. Well, I couldn’t agree more. We
don’t hear the words ‘‘safety net”
around here anymore, and it is unfor-
tunate, because we know that even in
this prosperous society there are many
unfortunate people. There are children
who, through no fault of their own,
were born into dysfunctional and poor
families, kids whom we try to rescue
from their plight and engage them in
Head Start, to bring them into a learn-
ing atmosphere, a classroom. I have
been there, all over my State of Illi-
nois. I was there two weeks ago in Chi-
cago. I went into one of the poorest
sections of that great city and saw a
room full of 40 of some of the cutest
kids in the world from struggling fami-
lies who were lucky enough to be in the
Head Start Program. It means that for
the better part of the day, they are in
a safe, positive, learning environment.
Is that a good thing? Of course it is.
Whether it is my son or daughter or
your son or daughter, it comes down to
the basics. If we don’t give our children
the right lift-off in their lives, many of
them struggle and, unfortunately,
many fail.

So when the House Republicans say
the way to deal with our deficit is to
cut hundreds of thousands of these
poor children out of the Head Start
Program and to dismiss tens of thou-
sands of teachers and staff, we have to
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step back and say, Are you sure? Has it
reached that point? Are we at a point
now where we have to deny these chil-
dren access to the kind of learning ex-
perience that makes their school expe-
rience later on more successful? I don’t
think so.

An honest look at our deficit would
not just go after education and re-
search and investment in our infra-
structure. It would look across the
board, as the Bowles-Simpson commis-
sion did. How can we rationalize at this
moment in time cutting Head Start for
hundreds of thousands of kids across
America, denying money to the poorest
school districts in America where they
literally struggle day to day to try to
turn around the lives of children who
are in very dire circumstances?

The House Republicans have sug-
gested cutting Pell grants. Pell grants.
Those are the grants given to college
students from lower income families. I
look back on my life and I guess I was
one of those kids. My mother was a
widow and I wanted to go to college,
and it wasn’t a family experience. I
needed help. In those days, Pell grants
didn’t exist, but college loans did, and
the Federal college loan came to my
rescue.

Well, here I stand today because of
that. And for hundreds and thousands
of students across America, the Pell
grants are their ticket to college. That
is how they can get into college, earn a
diploma, and succeed in life. When the
House Republicans say we have reached
the point where we have to cut that as-
sistance to college students across
America, you say to yourself, Is it that
bad that we have to reach that far?

Let me suggest there are other ef-
forts we ought to look at first. I hap-
pen to believe in this great, prosperous
Nation that the most prosperous
among us—the wealthiest, the people
who have benefited the most from this
great Nation—can be asked to sacrifice
more. I think they should. Asking
those at the highest income levels in
America to pay more in taxes at this
point in our history is not unreason-
able and it is not going to kill the
economy, and it is simple economic
justice. If doing that means we can pro-
tect the most vulnerable and protect
opportunity for education, I think that
is fair.

I also question some of what we are
doing. Look at the price of gasoline at
gas stations across America today and
then watch the next quarterly earnings
report of the oil companies and tell me
why we continue to funnel billions of
taxpayers’ dollars into subsidies for the
0il companies. They are doing quite
well, thank you. They don’t need a sub-
sidy that adds to our deficit. The same
thing is true in my home State of Illi-
nois. Let me get personal about this. I
happen to believe that agriculture is
critical to our Nation. I believe we
need to be there as a safety net for
farmers who can’t predict what the
weather will be or what crop prices
might be, but there are parts of our ag
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