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brave men and women who gave their
lives in service to our great country
during the Vietnam war. It is a memo-
rial, built by the American people, de-
signed to ensure that names of those
who made the ultimate sacrifice would
never be lost to history.

By telling the stories of the men and
women who fought and died in Viet-
nam, the Education Center will help
visitors understand their courage, sac-
rifice and devotion.

And through interactive exhibits and
primary source materials, visitors will
be able to better understand the pro-
found impact the Vietnam war had on
their family members, their home
towns, their communities and the Na-
tion. Visitors will understand the im-
portance of The Wall and the role it
continues to play in healing the
wounds left by the war.

The Vietnam Memorial has always
been profoundly meaningful to me,
both as a moving way to honor those
who died and a remarkably effective
means of healing the terrible national
wounds from that war. The Education
Center will be an important com-
plement for both of those efforts. I
hope to continue to play a role in mak-
ing the Education Center a reality and
look forward to the day that the
United States can share the rich sto-
ries there with all visitors. When that
time comes, I will be grateful to the
Australian people and mindful of their
kind generosity.

I wish to thank the Prime Minster,
the government of Australia, and the
Australian people for their strong sup-
port for this worthy endeavor.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING FORT LUPTON
MIDDLE SCHOOL

e Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the students and staff at
Fort Lupton Middle School, whose re-
lentless hard work and dedication to
improving student achievement and
setting students on the course toward
success has earned the school the title
of National Middle School of the Year.

The award is presented by the Na-
tional Association of Middle School
Principals to schools that go the extra
mile to address the needs of students at
the middle school level through aca-
demics and activities. And Fort Lupton
Middle School’s teachers and students
are willing to go that extra mile and
then some.

In a story published earlier this year
in the Fort Lupton Press, sixth-grade
language arts teacher Liz McCachren
said that most people assume that her
job as a middle school teacher isn’t
very fun. “I want people to know that
it’s not scary,’”’ she said. ‘“There’s noth-
ing scary about these kids or this
building. It’s a really good middle
school. . . . The students just make my
day brighter. Every day, I can’t wait to
be here. That’s why this school is
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unique. Because we like each other. We
work together.”

By working together, the teachers at
Fort Lupton created Power Hour, giv-
ing students time to do their home-
work while teachers are available to
assist. And it is not just teachers work-
ing together. Students are taking own-
ership of their education and helping
one another succeed. Through the pro-
gram ‘“Where Everybody Belongs,”
Fort Lupton eighth graders serve as
mentors for incoming sixth graders, so
they adjust to their new school and
surroundings and are better equipped
for success.

Programs like these help lay the
groundwork for student success, and
they have built a sense of pride and
community at Fort Lupton Middle
School. These kids are excited and
eager to learn, and they are setting a
wonderful example for their peers
across the state of Colorado and the
country.

As we continue to push forward to do
the important work of improving pub-
lic education and make sure our public
schools prepare our kids to be leaders
in the 21st century economy, we must
continue to listen to the voices, ideas
and aspirations of principals, parents
and students, like those at Fort
Lupton Middle School.

I join all members of the Fort Lupton
community and the State of Colorado
in congratulating these bright kids and
their teachers for a job well done and
look forward to their continued
success.®

———

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF WEST VIR-
GINIA UNIVERSITY, PARKERS-
BURG

e Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
today I recognize and celebrate the
50th anniversary of the founding of
West Virginia University at Parkers-
burg. For five decades now, West Vir-
ginia University at Parkersburg has
provided affordable and accessible
higher education opportunities to the
citizens of the Mid-Ohio Valley and the
State of West Virginia.

West Virginia University at Parkers-
burg began with humble roots. In 1961,
the college opened in an abandoned ele-
mentary school as the Parkersburg
Branch of West Virginia University.
One hundred and four students enrolled
that fall.

West Virginians believed in the abil-
ity of West Virginia University at Par-
kersburg to grow and succeed. In 1965,
the citizens of Wood County passed a
bond levy to build the college’s campus
at its present location, making it the
only state-supported school to be fund-
ed by a local initiative. Truly, West
Virginia University at Parkersburg is a
college built by its community.

In 1971, it became one of the State’s
first freestanding community colleges.
It developed a solid reputation—which
continues today for—its quality tech-
nical programs and transfer degrees. In
1989, when the State legislature re-
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structured higher education in West
Virginia, it was reestablished as a re-
gional campus of West Virginia Univer-
sity.

Today, West Virginia University at
Parkersburg is a WVU-affiliated insti-
tution, and is the only community col-
lege in West Virginia accredited to
offer bachelor’s degrees. Growing from
its modest beginnings with 104 stu-
dents, the commuter campus now has
more than 4,500 area residents enrolled
in classes, making it the fourth-largest
public college in West Virginia.

Its students are a blend of traditional
and nontraditional students pursuing
more than 40 programs of study. Most
are the first in their family to attend
college. Many juggle classes, work, and
often families as well. They may ‘‘stop
out,” and later return. Throughout the
campus, you can see pride in pursuing
the dream and the reality of com-
pleting a college degree.

And, throughout its growth and
many changes, the college has stayed
true to its mission and reinvented
itself to serve changing educational
needs and deliver workforce-ready
graduates prepared to excel in a global
economy. As it marks its 50th anniver-
sary, West Virginia University at Par-
kersburg remains committed to serving
the Mid-Ohio Valley region as an acces-
sible, student-centered learning com-
munity that is recognized as an excep-
tional place to learn.

Thousands of West Virginians have
started or resumed their college edu-
cations at West Virginia University at
Parkersburg. It truly is ‘‘the commu-
nity’s college.” I salute Dr. Marie
Gnage and the past presidents at West
Virginia University at Parkersburg for
a half century of excellence in edu-
cation, training, and community en-
gagement.e

————

RECOGNIZING LOST VALLEY SKI
AREA

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, outdoor
recreational activities are a staple of
Maine’s winter, past and present. From
skiing to snowmobiling, visitors have
flocked to Maine for decades to get a
chance to enjoy the mounds of fresh
snow our State enjoys every year. I
rise today to recognize Lost Valley Ski
Area, located in the city of Auburn,
which this year is celebrating its 50th
year of operation.

Lost Valley has been an Auburn sta-
ple since it was founded by Otto Wal-
lingford and Dr. Camille Gardner in
1961, when it first began enticing peo-
ple from the Twin Cities and the sur-
rounding areas to its slopes to learn
how to ski. It was then that a 700-foot
tow rope was installed in a little
known area named Perkins Ridge,
where children used to navigate
through the trees to a clearing, or
“The Lost Valley,” as it was called.
That clearing now holds ‘‘the Lodge,”
where after a long day on the slopes,
newly minted skiers can enjoy a hot
cup of cocoa by the stone hearth. Addi-
tionally, the 55 acres of trails are now
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co-owned by Linc Hayes and Connie
King, two small business owners who
have dedicated their time to continue
the mountain tradition.

Mr. Wallingford is not only known
for opening Lost Valley for Mainers
and tourists alike, but is also consid-
ered one of the fathers of snowmaking
and grooming. He was the originator of
the ‘“‘fan gun,” a piece of snowmaking
equipment that sprays a mist that is
fanned to cover a large area. His first
attempts created more ice than snow,
but that was eventually remedied by
removing water from the snowmaking
system. He then developed, 30 years be-
fore they became a fad, snow guns on
elevated poles.

It was not, however, Mr. Walling-
ford’s penchant for creating snow, but
his dedication to improving skiing con-
ditions that brought him to the fore-
front of the ski industry. In order to
create a more skiable terrain, Otto
transformed old farm equipment into
the predecessor of the modern ‘‘snow
groomer.”’” An agricultural engineering
graduate from the University of Maine,
Mr. Wallingford used a tractor and at-
tached a roller with a chain-like mate-
rial that pulverized the snow. His
“Powder Maker’’ was so successful that
he crafted and sold them to other ski
resorts both in the U.S. and abroad. A
majority of his original snowmaking
equipment is still in use at Lost Valley
today! Following the tradition of pro-
viding a mountain that caters to all
ages and skill levels, Lost Valley Ski
Area offers the Central Maine Adaptive
Sports Program, or CMAS. The CMAS
provides a disabled person the chance
to ski, and ‘“‘focuses on student’s abili-
ties rather than their disabilities.”” The
program is staffed by volunteers who
coach skiers one-on-one in order for
them to learn the basic skills. It is
both the physical activity and the
focus on gaining self confidence that
keeps students coming back. Through
this and other programs at Lost Val-
ley, students are able to train for the
Olympics and ‘“Go for the Gold,” like
famed skier and three-time Olympian
Julie Parisien, who grew up skiing at
Lost Valley.

Maine is home to scores of
innovators and philanthropists. Linc
Hayes and Connie King are following in
that tradition by keeping Lost Valley
Ski area a beacon of history, learning,
and fun. Their commitment of pro-
viding a place for all to enjoy snow
sports is what makes Lost Valley such
a special place. I thank them and ev-
eryone at Lost Valley for their efforts,
and wish them 50 more years of suc-
cess.®

———

REMEMBERING RAYMOND
“BUTCH” SWANSON

e Mr. TESTER. Mr. President today I
wish to pay tribute to Raymond
“Butch’ Swanson, of Anaconda, MT.
Butch passed away last evening. Peo-
ple in Anaconda say that Butch had the
biggest heart of anyone they had ever
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known. He always put others’ needs
ahead of his own. He was the first one
to show up with chicken noodle soup if
a neighbor was sick. He was the neph-
ew who helped an ailing uncle. He was
the man who walked to his mother’s
house to wind her antique clock each
week until her death.

He was an extraordinary teacher. He
taught first grade and loved it. Every
student was like his own son or daugh-
ter, and he always pushed them, letting
them know that their dreams were pos-
sible. It was his life’s work.

That devotion to his students came
through in his love for his family. He
was a proud and loving father and
grandfather, who engaged fully in the
raising of his four children. He doted
on his two grandchildren.

Most important, he was a proud, lov-
ing, and great husband. His wife Kathy
serves in the Montana House of Rep-
resentatives. Butch was so proud of
Kathy and her incredible work in the
legislature for Montanans.

He not only served his family and his
community, he served the State and
the country he loved so much in the
Montana National Guard.

Anaconda will miss Butch Swanson.
To the generations of students he
taught, to his family and to his com-
munity, Butch Swanson was a care-
taker who always put other people
first. He lived a quiet, humble life and
is a lesson to us all on what it means
to be a fine person, a fine Montanan,
and a fine American.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 5:27 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4. An act to repeal the expansion of
information reporting requirements for pay-
ments of $600 or more to corporations, and
for other purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 5:49 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 662. An act to provide an extension of
Federal-aid highway, highway safety, motor
carrier safety, transit, and other programs
funded out of the Highway Trust Fund pend-
ing enactment of a multiyear law reauthor-
izing such programs.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. INOUYE).

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 4. An act to repeal the expansion of
information reporting requirements for pay-
ments of $600 or more to corporations, and
for other purposes.
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-778. A communication from the Senior
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Revision of Class E Airspace;
Shungnak, AK” ((RIN2120-AA66) (Docket No.
FAA-2010-1104)) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 1, 2011; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-779. A communication from the Deputy
Assistant Administrator for Operations, Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service, Department
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the
Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Steller
Sea Lion Protection Measures for the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands Groundfish Fish-
eries Off Alaska’ (RIN0648-BA31) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
March 1, 2011; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-780. A communication from the Policy
Advisor/Chief, Wireless Telecommunications
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Review of Part 87 of
the Commission’s Rules Concerning the
Aviation Radio Service” (FCC 11-2) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 18, 2011; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-781. A communication from the Policy
Advisor/Chief, Wireless Telecommunications
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘“‘Review of Part 87 of
the Commission’s Rules Concerning the
Aviation Radio Service’ (FCC 10-103) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 18, 2011; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-782. A communication from the Chief of
Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Amend-
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot-
ments, FM Broadcast Stations (Enfield, New
Hampshire; Hartford and White River Junc-
tion, Vermont; and Keesville and
Morrisonville, New York)”’ (MB Docket No.
05-162) received during adjournment of the
Senate in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 18, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-783. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Federal Maritime Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendments to Commis-
sion’s Rules of Practice and Procedure”
(RIN3072-AC41) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 28, 2011;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-784. A communication from the Senior
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives;
The Boeing Company Model MD-90-30 Air-
planes’ ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-
2010-1043)) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on February 25, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-785. A communication from the Senior
Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
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