S106

Consequently, GE relies heavily on the
U.S. patent system. I have been very
happy to work with Mr. Immelt and GE
as strong proponents of bipartisan pat-
ent reform legislation.

I recently met with Mr. Immelt and
was impressed by his determination to
make GE even more competitive in the
future than it has been in the past. He
has original ideas on investing in re-
search and development and under-
stands that reviving and updating
America’s manufacturing economy is
critical to creating jobs in this coun-
try. I have always been impressed with
his commitment to manufacturing in
Rutland, VT, where GE Aviation has a
major plant.

In honor of his willingness to serve in
this new capacity, I ask unanimous
consent to have printed in the RECORD
Mr. Immelt’s recent op-ed, ‘“A blue-
print for keeping America competi-
tive.”

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 21, 2011]
A BLUEPRINT FOR KEEPING AMERICA
COMPETITIVE
(By Jeffrey R. Immelt)

President Obama has asked me to chair his
new President’s Council on Jobs and Com-
petitiveness. I have served for the past two
years on the President’s Economic Recovery
Advisory Board, and I look forward to lead-
ing the next phase of this effort as we transi-
tion from recovery to long-term growth. The
president and I are committed to a candid
and full dialogue among business, labor and
government to help ensure that the United
States has the most competitive and innova-
tive economy in the world.

Business leaders should provide expertise
in service of our country. My predecessors at
GE have done so, as have leaders of many
other great American companies. There is al-
ways a healthy tension between the public
and private sectors. However, we all share a
responsibility to drive national competitive-
ness, particularly during economic unrest.
This is one of those times.

My hope is that the council will be a
sounding board for ideas and a catalyst for
action on jobs and competitiveness. It will
include small and large businesses, labor,
economists and government. Areas that we
will focus on include:

Manufacturing and exports: We need a co-
ordinated commitment among business,
labor and government to expand our manu-
facturing base and increase exports. The as-
sumption made by many that the United
States could transition from a technology-
based, export-oriented economic powerhouse
to a services-led, consumption-based econ-
omy without any serious loss of jobs, pros-
perity or prestige was fundamentally wrong.
But there is nothing inevitable about Amer-
ica’s declining manufacturing competitive-
ness if we work together to reverse it. For
example, we have returned many GE appli-
ance manufacturing jobs to the States by
collaborating with our unions and making
our operations more efficient.

Working with Boeing CEO Jim McNerney,
who leads the President’s Export Council,
the Council on Jobs and Competitiveness
will look for ways to harness the power of
international markets—home to more than
95 percent of the world’s consumers. Cur-
rently, the United States ranks lowest
among the world’s largest manufacturing na-
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tions in the ratio of domestically produced
goods sold overseas, or export intensity. We
must set as our highest economic priority
not just increasing our exports, as the presi-
dent has pledged, but also making the United
States the world’s leading exporter in the
21st century.

Free trade: America cannot expand its
manufacturing base without reatly increas-
ing the volume of goods it sells overseas.
That is why I applaud the free-trade agree-
ment recently concluded between the United
States and South Korea, which will elimi-
nate barriers to U.S. exports and support ex-
port-oriented jobs. We should seek to con-
clude trade and investment agreements with
other fast-growing markets and modernize
our systems for export finance and trade
control. Those who advocate increasing do-
mestic manufacturing jobs by erecting trade
barriers have it exactly wrong.

Innovation: Businesses should invest more
of their cash and resources in advanced prod-
ucts and technologies that will create jobs in
the United States, and government should
incentivize this investment in innovation.
Today, GE is investing more than ever in re-
search and development—about 6 percent of
revenue—aimed at solving challenges in
transportation, energy and health care. As
one of America’s largest exporters, GE re-
mains committed to producing more prod-
ucts in the United States, which is our home
and largest market. In the past two years,
GE has created about 6,000 manufacturing
jobs in the States, many resulting from in-
vestments in innovations such as advanced
batteries, which we will make at our 100-
year-old plant in Schenectady, N.Y.

GE sells more than 96 percent of its prod-
ucts to the private sector, where America’s
future must be built. But government can
help business invest in our shared future. A
sound and competitive tax system and a
partnership between business and govern-
ment on education and innovation in areas
where America can lead, such as clean en-
ergy, are essential to sustainable growth.

It is possible to be a competitive global en-
terprise and still care about your home. In
fact, it is not just possible but imperative.
There is no easy solution to ‘‘fix’’ the Amer-
ican economy. Persistent and high unem-
ployment—and the pessimism it breeds—
should not be accepted. We must work to-
gether to construct an economy that creates
more opportunity for more people.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

LANCE CORPORAL MICHAEL GEARY

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, it is
with deep sadness that I rise to honor
the life of LCpl Michael Geary, who
died on December 8, 2010, from wounds
received in Helmand Province, Afghan-
istan, while supporting Operation En-
during Freedom. He was just 20 years
old at the time of his death, and 5
months into his first tour of duty as a
Marine. Michael was a member of the
2nd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment,
2nd Marine Division, IT Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, based at Camp Lejeune,
NC.

A native of Derry, NH, Michael grad-
uated from Pinkerton Academy in
June 2009. As early as age 14, he wanted
to join the Marines. Michael left for
boot camp in North Carolina just 1
month after graduating high school to
fulfill his life-long dream.

Admirably, Michael wished to rep-
resent our country to the best of his
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ability—so much so that, prior to his
deployment, he studied Afghan culture
in order to increase his cultural aware-
ness and to communicate more effec-
tively with the people of Afghanistan,
especially Afghan youth.

Michael is described by his loved
ones as loyal, good-natured, and driv-
en. From attaining his black belt in
karate to competing on the gridiron for
the Pinkerton Astros, his drive was
truly inspiring. His family attributes
the personal growth of his younger
cousin, Luke, to Michael’s relentless
drive and his dedication to the ones he
loved. Michael is Luke’s hero. This
young patriot is also a hero to the
State of New Hampshire and our entire
country.

LCpl Michael Geary made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the defense of the
country he loved and for that he has
earned our enduring gratitude. I hope
his family can find comfort in knowing
that all Americans share a deep appre-
ciation for his heroic service.

Michael is survived by his parents,
Timothy and Nancy Geary of Derry,
NH. He also leaves behind a caring ex-
tended family and many dear friends.
This young hero will be missed by all.

I ask my colleagues and all Ameri-
cans to please join me in honoring the
life, service and sacrifice of LCpl Mi-
chael Geary.

————
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, tonight’s
State of the Union Address is a unique
opportunity for the President to speak
directly to the American people and
offer his course for the country. The
President is promoting trade as part of
his agenda and I commend him for
highlighting global competitiveness as
an economic imperative. With the up-
coming debate on the U.S.-Korea Free
Trade Agreement, the President has an
opportunity to speak candidly with the
American people about the benefits and
challenges posed by trade. Doing this
supports the case that the United
States needs new policies to rise to the
challenges of a global economy.

In order to avoid a divisive, ugly
fight over trade, I would like to hear
the President say in his speech that he
will seek to establish a new compact
between workers, business, and govern-
ment about how to increase our com-
petitiveness in the global economy. It
is important to try to reach this con-
sensus before Congress is asked to con-
sider the controversial free-trade
agreements, FTAs, reached with Korea,
Colombia, and Panama.

The President has already begun
down this path by ramping up efforts
to combat unfair trade practices and
establishing the National Export Ini-
tiative with the goal of doubling ex-
ports over the next 5 years. These are
both important strategies. In ap-
proaching the pending FTAs, it is vital
that he talk about more than just ex-
ports; he must also highlight the value
of imports, two-way trade, and the
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global supply chain. This can only be
done through candid conversation, one
the Nation richly deserves. If our de-
bate draws only from the same talking
points that both sides have been using
for the last 20 years, the truth will be
sidelined as proponents oversell the po-
tential merits of the agreements and
opponents oversell the potential pit-
falls. That would be a disservice to the
country and represent a profound
missed opportunity for the President.

Take the pending trade agreement
with Korea as an example. This is the
most economically meaningful FTA
since NAFTA. To help understand the
impact of this agreement, I sought the
help of the staff of the independent
International Trade Commission, ITC.
In 2007, the ITC found that the agree-
ment would have a limited impact on
job creation, partly because of the as-
sumptions the ITC made in its anal-
ysis. Because the economic landscape
in 2010 is profoundly different than it
was in 2007, I asked staff of the ITC to
provide an updated assessment of the
agreement using conditions that re-
flect today’s economic reality. Based
on these updated results, the FTA has
the potential to create about 280,000
new American jobs and boost U.S. eco-
nomic output by $27 billion each year.

At the same time, these projections
show that thousands of Americans cur-
rently employed in manufacturing
could lose their jobs. Neither the Presi-
dent nor Congress can ignore these
families, and it is our job to enlarge
what I call the Winners’ Circle to en-
sure that trade is a benefit to Ameri-
cans in all our communities.

When American firms and their
workers are as competitive as they can
be, they can better tap foreign markets
opened by trade agreements to spur the
domestic economy and produce more
good-paying jobs here at home. The De-
partment of Labor’s chief economist
recently testified that jobs related to
international trade typically pay more
and offer better benefits. However,
when I talk with leading CEOs and
labor economists, I hear the same con-
cern: If we want our economy to grow
at its full potential, we need more
workers with the tools to compete.

In tonight’s speech I would like to
hear the President talk about pro-
posals that will guarantee workers’ ca-
reer-long, affordable access to con-
tinuing education and skills upgrading
so that businesses always have the
most productive and trained workforce
they need. We expand the Winners’ Cir-
cle by making it easier for workers to
move from one job or career to the
next and by making America the most
attractive place to work and live for
anyone who has the skills, the brains,
and the ambition to succeed. Making it
easier for companies with obsolete
technology to retool to meet 2lst-cen-
tury global competition further ex-
pands the Winner’s Circle. This means
a tax system that rewards the global
growth of American firms while fos-
tering investment in production and
employment here at home.
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In the coming months, President
Obama has an opportunity to forge a
new, bipartisan consensus about trade
and increasing foreign competitive-
ness. If he succeeds at this, not only
does he succeed in passing these trade
agreements but, far more importantly,
he equips Americas workers and busi-
nesses to drive the economy forward.

———

NORTHERN CYPRUS

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to return to the issue of the leg-
acy of the invasion and ongoing occu-
pation of Northern Cyprus and related
human rights violations in the region.
The disruption of a Christmas liturgy
at the Orthodox Church of Agios
Synesios, in Rizokarpaso, by the secu-
rity services is appalling and should be
roundly condemned by people of good
will. The town, located in the Karpas
region, is an anchor for the remnant of
the once thriving Greek Cypriot com-
munity, now numbering several hun-
dred mainly aged souls. The faithful
had gathered at the church one of only
a handful of Orthodox places of worship
in the occupied area to have survived
intact for a rare service. According to
reports, members of the security serv-
ices entered the church while the lit-
urgy was being celebrated, ordered a
halt to the religious service, and forced
the worshipers and the priest out of the
building before locking the doors.

This sad turn of events has become
all too familiar in a region under the
effective control of the Turkish mili-
tary. Of the 500 Orthodox Christian
churches, monasteries, chapels and
other sacred sites in the north, nearly
all have sustained heavy damage, with
most desecrated and plundered, includ-
ing cemeteries. A mere handful, includ-
ing the Church of Agios Synesios, may
occasionally be used for religious serv-
ices depending upon the whims of the
local authorities and the military. The
disruption of the Christmas Day lit-
urgy is an affront to the dignity of
those attending the service and is part
of a disturbing pattern of violation of
OSCE commitments on the funda-
mental freedom of religion, including
the right of religious communities to
maintain freely accessible places of
worship.

A related concern has been the tend-
ency of State Department reports to
downplay the difficulties faced by Or-
thodox Christians seeking to conduct
services in northern Cyprus as well as
the extent of the region’s rich religious
cultural heritage. I raised my concerns
over the denial of religious freedom in
occupied Cyprus when the Committee
on Foreign Relations held a nomina-
tion hearing for the position of Ambas-
sador-At-Large for International Reli-
gious Freedom and will continue to
closely monitor the situation in that
part of Cyprus.

Under my chairmanship of the Com-
mission on Security and Cooperation in
Europe we undertook an examination
of the destruction of religious cultural
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heritage in that part of Cyprus. Our
findings, along with expert testimony
were presented at a Commission brief-
ing, ““Cyprus’ Religious Cultural Herit-
age in Peril” held on July 21, 2009. I en-
courage my colleagues and other inter-
ested parties to review the materials
from that event, available on the Com-
mission’s Web site, www.csce.gov. A
Law Library of Congress report: ‘“‘Cy-
prus: Destruction of Cultural Property
in the Northern Part of Cyprus and
Violations of International Law” was
also released at the briefing. In addi-
tion to documenting the extensive de-
struction of such sites, the briefing
also touched on infringements of the
rights of Orthodox Christians in North-
ern Cyprus to freely practice their reli-
gion.

Those responsible for the interrup-
tion and abrupt forcible ending of the
Christmas service at the Church of
Agios Synesios should issue a formal
apology for the boorish act of repres-
sion and I call upon all authorities in
northern Cyprus to remove restrictions
on the free exercise of freedom of reli-
gion and other basic human rights in
this part of the country under their
control.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING BRAD BROOKS

e Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I wish to
remember the life of a remarkable
man, Mr. Carl Bradford Brooks of Fair-
banks, AK, who passed away on Novem-
ber 27, 2010. He was 58.

Born on October 25, 1952, Brad was a
lifelong Fairbanksan who graduated
from Lathrop High School in 1970. Brad
was always proud he was a member of
the International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers Local 1547 and the Pub-
lic Employees Local 71 unions. During
his career, he worked on building the
Trans-Alaska pipeline and maintained
communication infrastructure across
the entire State of Alaska.

Brad fully embraced the spirit of vol-
unteerism as he tirelessly helped make
Fairbanks a better place. As a founding
member of the Interior Democrats,
Brad helped shape the political atmos-
phere of Interior Alaska for the Alaska
Democratic Party for over 30 years. At
the time of his passing, Brad was serv-
ing on the Executive Committee as
communications secretary.

Coming from a family of Eagle
Scouts, Brad earned the rank and con-
tinued a life of service to the Boy
Scouts of America. Thousands of vol-
unteer hours, community service
projects and laughs were shared with
the boys of Troop 10, the Midnight Sun
Council and Lost Lake Scout Camp.
Several awards were presented to Brad
for his Scouting service including
awards from the AFL-CIO and the local
Silver Beaver Award. Many young men
were mentored, enriched, and encour-
aged to participate in a life of service
to community by Brad’s example.
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