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Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 2405, the Pandemic and
All-Hazards Preparedness Reauthoriza-
tion Act. But I want to take this time
to discuss a critical health issue that
Congress must address before the year
is out—fixing the sustainable growth
rate issue.

Medicare physicians are facing steep
reimbursement cuts of nearly 30 per-
cent. And to let these cuts go into ef-
fect will harm not only them and their
employees, but our seniors as well.
That’s why I have been a longtime sup-
porter of efforts to postpone SGR cuts
and continue to work on a permanent
fix.

We here in the House passed legisla-
tion to do just that through our
version of health care reform. And here
we are again, just weeks from the next
scheduled cut with an opportunity to
craft a bipartisan solution to an issue
that both sides of the aisle say they
care about. But there is no workable
plan in sight.

Instead, it is reported that any fix on
the House side will come with indefen-
sible strings attached, pitting doctors’
salaries against seniors’ benefits, Fed-
eral workers, and important cost-sav-
ing prevention programs. To be clear,
SGR must be fixed permanently, but
the idea of stripping other critical
health care funding to pay for it, ideas
that will not see the light of day in the
Senate, is like robbing Peter to pay
Paul. It is disingenuous to our Nation’s
doctors, and it is an indefensible action
which will harm our seniors.

So I urge the majority to stop play-
ing politics with the health and well-
being of our seniors and to work to-
gether to achieve a meaningful and re-
alistic fix.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I would tell
the gentleman from New Jersey that I
have no other speakers.

Mr. PALLONE. I have no additional
speakers. I urge support for this legis-
lation. It is truly bipartisan.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, this is good,
bipartisan legislation. I would like to
thank Mr. PALLONE, Mr. GREEN, Mr.
WAXMAN, along with our side of the
aisle, for developing and helping move
this bipartisan legislation. I urge my
colleagues to support it, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of the Pandemic and All-Hazards Pre-
paredness Reauthorization Act that aims to
bolster the nation’s public health preparedness
infrastructure.

In particular, | want to thank Congressman
ROGERS for including key provisions that en-
hance the nation’s ability to care for the criti-
cally ill and injured in the aftermath of a public
health emergency. This includes section two
that adds the critical care system to the Na-
tional Health Security Strategy’s medical pre-
paredness goals, to ensure that critical care is
prioritized in planning efforts to increase pre-
paredness in respect to public health emer-
gencies.

We must understand the significant role crit-
ical care medicine plays in providing high
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quality health care for the critically ill and in-
jured in the context of public health prepared-
ness.

The 2009 H1N1 pandemic highlighted some
of the deficiencies in current federal critical
care preparedness efforts, as hospitals and in-
tensive care units faced very real shortages of
ventilators and federal officials scrambled to
identify solutions to mitigate this potential life
threatening situation.

In order to ensure that the nation’s critical
care system is structured to provide the high-
est quality and most efficient health care, in-
cluding during a national health emergency, |
joined with Congresswoman BALDWIN earlier
this year to introduce the Critical Care Assess-
ment and Improvement Act (H.R. 971). This
legislation is designed to identify gaps in the
current critical care delivery model and bolster
capabilities to meet future demand. Today’s
bill includes provisions that reflect some of the
national preparedness priorities from in H.R.
971.

We must ensure that critical care medicine
is given sufficient consideration by the Admin-
istration in respect to disaster preparedness
efforts.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of the Pandemic and All-Hazards Pre-
paredness Reauthorization Act, H.R. 2405, a
measure that will improve our nation’s medical
preparedness and response capabilities.

| am especially pleased to see that this bill
takes important steps to ensure that our med-
ical response systems are prepared to care for
the critically ill and injured in the aftermath of
a public health emergency.

As you can imagine, when we face a health
emergency such as a flu pandemic, the critical
care delivery system is an integral component
of our nation’s medical response. Yet, up to
this point, critical care medicine has been
largely under-contemplated in our national
health policy.

Earlier this year, | introduced the bipartisan
Critical Care Assessment Act, H.R. 971, with
my colleague from Minnesota, ERIK PAULSEN.
This measure seeks to identify gaps in the
current critical care delivery model and bolster
our capabilities to meet future demands.

| am pleased that the measure before us
today includes two important provisions from
my bill to improve federal disaster prepared-
ness efforts to care for the critically ill and in-
jured.

Notably, the reauthorization bill adds critical
care to the priorities within the nation’s med-
ical preparedness goals. When a natural dis-
aster strikes or a pandemic sweeps the nation,
the demands on critical care increase expo-
nentially, and | am pleased to see this lan-
guage that recognizes the importance of treat-
ing the critically il and injured in a public
health emergency.

Additionally, the reauthorization bill improves
efforts to ensure that the systems we have in
place to address surge capacity will work ef-
fectively and efficiently during an emergency.
Specifically, the bill includes language to pro-
vide for periodic evaluation and testing of the
databases intended to ensure medical surge
capacity.

As we learned during Hurricane Katrina and
the 2009 H1N1 pandemic, having a system in
place for the effective deployment of needed
medical personnel and supplies is vital for the
care of the critically ill and injured.

I would like to thank Chairman UPTON,
Chairman PITTS, and my colleagues on both
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sides of the aisle for working with me to rec-
ognize the importance of critical care pre-
paredness by including these important provi-
sions. | look forward to continuing to work to
ensure we have a robust critical care infra-
structure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PiTTs) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2405, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SOAR TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS
ACT

Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3237) to amend the SOAR Act by
clarifying the scope of coverage of the
Act, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3237

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“SOAR Tech-
nical Corrections Act”.
SEC. 2. USE OF FUNDS.

Section 3007(a)(4)(F') of the Scholarships for
Opportunity and Results Act (Public Law
112-10; 125 Stat. 203) is amended to read as
follows:

““(F') ensures that, with respect to core aca-
demic subjects (as such term is defined in
section 9101(11) of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary KEducation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7801(11)), participating students are taught
by a teacher who has a baccalaureate degree
or equivalent degree, whether such degree
was awarded in or outside of the United
States.”.

SEC. 3. NATIONALLY NORM-REFERENCED STAND-
ARDIZED TESTS.

Section 3008(h) of the Scholarships for Op-
portunity and Results Act (Public Law 112—
10; 125 Stat. 205) is amended by striking para-
graph (2) and inserting the following:

‘“(2) ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS.—The Insti-
tute of Education Sciences shall administer
nationally norm-referenced standardized
tests, as described in paragraph (3)(A) of sec-
tion 3009(a), to students participating in the
evaluation under section 3009(a) for the pur-
pose of conducting the evaluation under such
section, except where a student is attending
a participating school that is administering
the same nationally norm-referenced stand-
ardized test in accordance with the testing
requirements described in paragraph (1).

‘“(3) TEST RESULTS.—Each participating
school that administers the nationally norm-
referenced standardized test described in
paragraph (2) to an eligible student shall
make the test results, with respect to such
student, available to the Secretary as nec-
essary for evaluation under section 3009(a).”.
SEC. 4. EVALUATIONS.

Section 3009(a)(3) of the Scholarships for
Opportunity and Results Act (Public Law
112-10; 125 Stat. 206) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by inserting before
the semicolon the following: ‘‘in a manner
consistent with section 3008(h)”’; and
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(2) in subparagraph (C), by inserting *, if
requested by the Institute of Education
Sciences,”” after ‘‘will participate’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. GOwDY) and the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Earlier this year, this body debated
and ultimately approved legislation
authorizing scholarships to give needy
District of Columbia students the op-
portunity to leave their public school
and enroll in a private school of their
choice.

Following the House’s approval of
the SOAR Act, the legislation was en-
acted into law as a part of the Depart-
ment of Defense and Full-Year Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, which was
signed by the President on April 15.

We are here today because there are
several small and technical modifica-
tions that need to be made in order for
the scholarship program to achieve its
goal. This legislation would -clarify
three provisions: first, the education
requirements for teachers of scholar-
ship students; second, how the nation-
ally norm-referenced test would be ad-
ministered in order to properly collect
data to study the effectiveness of the
program; and, third, which students
participate in the study.

On November 3, the House Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform approved H.R. 3237, the SOAR
Technical Corrections Act, by a voice
vote.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to
thank my colleague, Ms. NORTON, and
my colleague, Ranking Member CUM-
MINGS, for working with us to ensure
we had the appropriate language to
modify the legislation that is before us
today.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I appreciate Speaker BOEHNER, Sen-
ate Homeland Security and Govern-
ment Affairs Committee Chair LIEBER-
MAN, and Oversight and Government
Reform Chair ISsA, as well as my good
colleague on the other side of the aisle,
the subcommittee chairman, Mr.
GowDY, I appreciate that all of them
have worked with us and have con-
sulted with us on these technical
changes, and I do not oppose this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.
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Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, I would
again thank our colleagues Ms. NORTON
and Mr. CUMMINGS, and I urge Members
to support the passage of H.R. 3237.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. GowDpY) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3237, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PROMOTING DEVELOPMENT OF
SOUTHWEST DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA WATERFRONT

Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2297) to promote the development
of the Southwest waterfront in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2297

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PROMOTING DEVELOPMENT OF
SOUTHWEST WATERFRONT.

(a) UPDATED DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY.—
Section 1 of the Act entitled “‘An Act to author-
ize the Commissioners of the District of Colum-
bia on behalf of the United States to transfer
from the United States to the District of Colum-
bia Redevelopment Land Agency title to certain
real property in said District”’, approved Sep-
tember 8, 1960 (sec. 6-321.01, D.C. Official Code),
is amended by striking all that follows the colon
and inserting the following: ‘‘The property lo-
cated within the bounds of the site the legal de-
scription of which is the Southwest Waterfront
Project Site (dated October 8, 2009) under Ex-
hibit A of the document titled ‘Intent to Clarify
the Legal Description in Furtherance of Land
Disposition Agreement’, as filed with the Re-
corder of Deeds on October 27, 2009 as Instru-
ment Number 2009116776.”".

(b) CLARIFICATION OF METHOD OF TRANS-
FER.—Section 1 of such Act (sec. 6-321.01, D.C.
Official Code) is amended by inserting ‘‘by one
or more quitclaim deeds’ immediately after ‘‘to
transfer’’.

(¢) CLARIFICATION OF RELATION TO MASTER
DEVELOPMENT PLAN.—Section 2 of such Act
(sec. 6-321.02, D.C. Official Code) is amended—

(1) by striking “‘an urban renewal plan’ and
inserting ‘‘a master plan’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘such urban renewal plan’
and inserting ‘‘such master plan’.

(d) EXPANDING PERMITTED DISPOSITIONS AND
USES OF CERTAIN PROPERTY.—Section 4 of such
Act (sec. 6-321.04, D.C. Official Code) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

“SEC. 4. The Agency is hereby authorized, in
accordance with the District of Columbia Rede-
velopment Act of 1945 and section 1, to lease or
sell to a redevelopment company or other lessee
or purchaser such real property as may be
transferred to the Agency under the authority
of this Act.”.

(e) REPEAL OF REVERSION.—

(1) REPEAL.—Section 5 of such Act (sec. 6—
321.05, D.C. Official Code) is repealed.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 3 of
such Act (sec. 6-321.03, D.C. Official Code) is
amended by striking ‘‘Subject to the provisions
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of section 5 of this Act, the” and inserting
“The”.

(f) CLARIFICATION OF ROLE OF DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA AS SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST.—Section
8 of such Act (sec. 6-321.08, D.C. Official Code)
is amended by striking ‘‘the terms’’ and all that
follows and inserting ‘‘any reference to the
‘Agency’ shall be deemed to be a reference to the
District of Columbia as the successor in interest
to the Agency.”.

SEC. 2. CLARIFICATION OF PERMITTED ACTIVI-
TIES AT MUNICIPAL FISH MARKET.

The Act entitled ‘““An Act Authorizing the
Commissioners of the District of Columbia to
make regulations respecting the rights and
privileges of the fish wharf”’, approved March
19, 1906 (sec. 37-205.01, D.C. Official Code), is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘operate as a municipal fish
wharf and market” and inserting ‘‘operate as a
market and for such other uses as the Mayor de-
termines to be appropriate’’;

(2) by striking *‘, and said wharf shall con-
stitute the sole wharf for the landing of fish and
oysters for sale in the District of Columbia’’;
and

(3) by striking ‘‘operation of said municipal
fish wharf and market’” and inserting ‘‘oper-
ation of said market’’.

SEC. 3. MAINE LOBSTERMAN MEMORIAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), nothing in this Act or any amend-
ment made by this Act authorizes the removal,
destruction, or obstruction of the Maine
Lobsterman Memorial which is located near
Maine Avenue in the District of Columbia as of
the date of enactment of this Act.

(b) MOVEMENT OF MEMORIAL—The Maine
Lobsterman Memorial referred to in subsection
(a) may be moved from its location as of the date
of the enactment of this Act to another location
on the Southwest waterfront near Maine Ave-
nue in the District of Columbia if at that loca-
tion there would be a clear, unimpeded pedes-
trian pathway and line of sight from the Memo-
rial to the water.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. GOwDY) and the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Although the United States Constitu-
tion gives Congress exclusive legisla-
tive authority over the Federal Dis-
trict, in 1973 we granted the District of
Columbia some significant autonomy
by approving the Home Rule Act. Con-
gress still must act, however, before
the city can pursue certain activities.
This brings us to the legislation before
us today.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2297 is needed to
update zoning laws to allow the Dis-
trict the flexibility to lease or sell real
property on the Southwest waterfront
to a private-sector developer. There is
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