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HONORING THE LIFE OF LANCE
CORPORAL SCOTT HARPER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) for 5
minutes.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I could not think of a more appropriate
person to be in the Chair this morning
than yourself, to me and to others, an
American hero because, Mr. Speaker,
today I come to the floor with a sad-
ness but yet with a great sense of pride
to honor the service of one of Georgia’s
own, Lance Corporal Scott Harper.

On October 13, in Helmand Province,
Afghanistan, he gave the ultimate sac-
rifice in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom and the protection of his
homeland and his family and his
friends.

Mr. Speaker, he will be greatly
missed by all. Lance Corporal Harper
was better known to his close friends
not as Scott but as Boots. While a stu-
dent at Alexander High School, he once
forgot his tennis shoes for gym class
and kept his boots on instead. And on
that day, Mr. Speaker, he learned the
lasting nickname of Boots. But he also
showed how he was prepared to adapt
to all scenarios.

When a Marine recruiter showed up
at his high school senior year, Boots
answered the call and chose a life of
service in the United States Marine
Corps with a courage and motivation
that most young men his age have not
yet found in life.

After graduating high school, he
went into active duty in the Marine
Corps. Boots served one term in Af-
ghanistan and returned safely home.
He left on the second tour July 13, with
the First Battalion, Sixth Marine Regi-
ment, Second Marine Division.

On October 13, his division was
struck by small arms fire while con-
ducting combat operations. A fellow
Marine was shot first, and Boots ran
into opposing gunfire to save his
friend. Though Boots lost his life, he
saved the life of his wounded friend in
the process. Boots was always loyal as
a friend, and there is no more honor
that one can give than to lay down his
life for another.

Boots was devoted to his family and
his community. Even when he only had
a few days off, he would make time,
that precious time, to come home and
visit his family and friends. Though
communication was difficult, Boots
was always writing his family and
called home as much as possible. The
Saturday before he was killed, Boots
called his father to say that he had de-
cided to enroll at the University of
Georgia when he returned home.

Upon coming home for this final
time, he arrived at Charlie Brown Air-
field. Crowds from the community
lined the streets to escort Boots to his
final home, to his family and to his
friends for the last time. Boots was ac-
companied by a Marine Corps Honor
Guard, the Patriot Guard, the
Douglasville Police Department, and
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the Douglas County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, among many others.

Norfolk-Southern even stopped its
railroad cars in honor of the proces-
sion. As they passed everyone stood
and saluted to honor the fallen Marine
and hometown hero.

Boots embodied the ideals that the
Marines strive to achieve. I am both
honored and proud that this soldier
from the Third District fought so hard
for our country and for our freedom.
Boots was a model citizen, soldier, and
son. He was an extraordinary young
man with incredible potential before
him, and he will be forever missed.

I am proud to stand here and thank
him for sacrificing his life for strangers
like me and my family. And Joan and
I extend our sympathy to the family of
this fallen hero for raising such a
brave, courageous, honorable, giving
son.

And Boots, we, as a Nation, salute
you today. Semper Fi.

——
LIFE WITHOUT HOPE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, first, let
me associate my comments with those
of my colleague Mr. WESTMORELAND.

Mr. Speaker, on each Wednesday
night for probably the last 10 or 12
years, our church has provided food for
those who are struggling. Not long ago
a gentleman came to our church,
picked up food. And then later that
night, as I was leaving the church, I
ran into him at a 7-Eleven. You can
imagine how troubled I was when I saw
him buying a lottery ticket. I thought
to myself, this guy has just ripped off
the church and then is using his money
for a lottery ticket.

So I waited for him outside the 7-
Eleven. And when he came out, I said
to him, Look, I'm a little concerned be-
cause you picked up a sack of gro-
ceries, and then you just spent money
on a lottery, and those two just don’t
match.

And he said, Well, I probably
shouldn’t have spent the money on the
lottery, but you know, Reverend, a
man’s got to have some hope.

And while I think that hope is mis-
placed, the truth of the matter is he
was absolutely correct. It is virtually
impossible to live any kind of produc-
tive life on this planet without hope.

There are millions of Americans who,
unfortunately, cannot place their hope
in this body. I think that I can state
without fear of contradiction that the
dysfunctionality of the United States
Congress is helping to erase hope from
the men and women in this country
who are struggling. All of the back and
forth and blaming each other has noth-
ing to do with providing hope. And
quite often, we allow ideology to trump
logic.

We decide almost every day that no
matter what, I'm going to take the po-
sition of the Republicans or I'm going

H8009

to take the position of the Democrats,
and, as a result, we have polluted the
public.

This is one of the nastiest moments
in U.S. history. Just look at television.
Look at all of the so-called reality
shows. The ones that are most popular
are ones where people are doing things
to each other or insulting each other;
you’re fired, or you’ve got to eat live
spiders. That’s what we are coming to.

A perfect example of what we're
doing is not addressing the expiring un-
employment benefits. At the end of
this year, almost 2 million Ameri-
cans—they have names, they have
faces, they have families—2 million
Americans will lose their unemploy-
ment benefits by mid-February.
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A total of over 6 million Americans
will lose benefits next year unless this
body decides to become functional. In
Missouri, my home State, 40,400 citi-
zens depend on unemployment benefits.
Many more are unemployed and not re-
ceiving any help at all. In Missouri, the
unemployment rate is almost 9 per-
cent.

I grew up in public housing. Yes, pub-
lic housing. My father worked three
jobs to get us out, worked three jobs to
send me and my three sisters through
college. And my mother started college
when I was in the 8th grade. So I al-
ways resent any implication that peo-
ple don’t want to work.

So as we move into a holiday season,
a season of hope, my hope is that the
Congress of the United States will not
snatch hope from over 2 million Ameri-
cans.

————
EUROPE BAILOUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. BURTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON. Mr. Speaker, no na-
tion, no economy can survive without
fiscal discipline. Printing more money
is never the answer. Bailout funds have
already been granted to Greece, Ire-
land, and Portugal; and the European
crisis has gotten worse, not better.

And here in the United States, the
Obama administration has cranked up
the printing presses first through their
$800 billion stimulus boondoggle and
then through the Federal Reserve’s
Quantitative Easing Program. And
what did it produce? Nine percent un-
employment and a $1 trillion-plus
budget deficit for the last 3 years, and
we have $15 trillion in debt.

I want to read from a couple of arti-
cles that were in the paper yesterday.

The first one from The Wall Street
Journal, and it’s entitled ‘‘Blame It on
Berlin.” It says: ‘“‘Berlin’s alleged sin is
its reluctance to write a blank check
to save the euro—either by under-
writing a new euro zone fiscal union, or
by granting permission for the Euro-
pean Central Bank to buy trillions of
dollars in sovereign debt.” And they’d
have to print money to do that.
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““The chant comes in unison from the
debtor nations themselves, the bailout
caucus in Brussels. An Obama White
House concerned with its re-election
and liberal pundits worried about their
welfare-state economic model is under
assault. Like the ‘rich’ American who
must pay their ‘fair share,” the Ger-
mans are supposed to pay up to save a
united Europe.

“The reality is that the Germans,
along with the Dutch and the Finns,
are the rare Europeans who understand
that saving the euro requires more
than a blank check. It requires a new
political commitment to better eco-
nomic policy to fiscal discipline.”

Now let me read from another article
that was in the paper. I think it was
this morning in this Washington Post.
I will read it in part. It says: ‘“‘Inves-
tors have grown wary of lending money
to Buropean banks.”” People who in-
vest, they don’t want to invest in Euro-
pean banks because they’re worried
that their firms could lose vast
amounts of money in their holdings of
bonds issued by cash or European gov-
ernments. So investors don’t want to
invest, and Germany does not want to
invest.”

So what happened? ‘‘The world’s
most powerful central banks, including
the United States,” our Fed, ‘‘are step-
ping in and using unlimited ability to
print money and to lend it across na-
tional borders to try to arrest that
dangerous cycle. The central banks are
using what are called ‘swap lines’ to
exchange their respective currencies.”’

And then it goes on in the article and
says: ‘“The swap lines pose little risk to
the U.S. taxpayers. Fed officials have
said, because’—it says little risk, they
didn’t say no risk, little risk—‘‘the
swap lines pose little risk to the U.S.
taxpayers’” Federal officials have said
because ‘‘the Fed is doing business
with foreign central banks viewed as
trustworthy. Those foreign central
banks, in turn, take the risk of loss if
the banks they’re lending to go under.”
But it goes right up the line. If they
can’t make it, then they go back to the
original lender, which would be the
United States Fed.

Why are the Germans so reluctant to
invest? Because they’ve been through
hyperinflation. They know what it’s
like to have the EU Central Bank
printing money because they remember
under the Weimar Republic after World
War I people took baskets of money to
go buy a loaf of bread. And why are the
investors reluctant? Because they
don’t want to lose their money.
They’re afraid that they’ll lose their
investors’ money and they might go
out of business.

So what happens? The United States
comes to the rescue by bailing out the
central banks in Europe by saying that
we’re going to have a swap line with
you and our currency will guarantee
your currency, and we’ll charge you al-
most no interest to do that. This is an
exercise in futility. That is not the an-
swer.
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We should not risk the American tax-
payer by giving money or lending
money to Europe under these cir-
cumstances. It’s crazy, in my opinion.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that the Presi-
dent and the Fed will reconsider this
and not put us into the basket with the
Europeans under these circumstances
right now. It makes absolutely no
sense, and it risks the American tax-
payer.

———

UNEMPLOYMENT IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. At a time
when Americans are not really deeply
concerned about investors in European
markets and what will happen to them
upon Greece or Italy or somewhere like
that going belly-up, most Americans
are fixated on one problem, ladies and
gentlemen. It’s a very personal prob-
lem. That problem is unemployment
right here in America.

Now, while we are pondering the dif-
ficulties that investors may face be-
cause of efforts to prop up central
banks in Europe, people are hurting
out here. People, including wives or
husbands of unemployed spouses, are
suffering. They’re suffering as we close
in on the holiday season when they see
so many out doing for their families
and they themselves, having been un-
employed, most of whom have been un-
employed for at least 6 months, many
for 2 years, they’re looking and they’re
feeling this holiday spirit but in a bad
way. They’re regretful of the fact that
they’re not able to fully participate in
this part of the American Dream doing
for others, buying Christmas gifts.

In fact, people are worried about
whether or not their unemployment in-
surance will be there for them after the
beginning of the year. They realize
that they’re closing in on the cut-off
date for expiration of the long-term un-
employment benefits. And they’re wor-
ried about that, not about investors
and how they might fare in terms of
European countries not being fiscally
solvent, allegedly.

So, Mr. Speaker, every day it seems
like I read another report from econo-
mists telling us how important it is to
extend unemployment benefits to help
our fragile economy recover. And
there’s no doubt about helping millions
of unemployed Americans during the
worst downturn since the Great De-
pression, which was caused by the very
investment bankers that have been dis-
cussed today that might be hurt be-
cause of European shenanigans. It’s
mind-boggling.

They are the ones that actually
kicked this cesspool that we’re in off.
And then they got bailed out, but
they’re not willing to allow the very
Tea Party, Grover Norquist Republican
parties who they control, they’re not
willing to let them extend unemploy-
ment insurance benefits for the long-
term unemployed unless there’s a pen-
alty involved.
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They can’t bring themselves to fund
it. They don’t want to do it.

As the holidays near, economics
should take a backseat to our basic hu-
manity. What about our commitment
to each other? We’re all in this to-
gether; but unfortunately, the 47 per-
cent of millionaires who populate the
House of Representatives don’t have
that same concept of knowing what it
is to hurt when you’ve been unem-
ployed for such a long time and when
money is not coming in. They don’t re-
late to that. We’ve got nearly 14 mil-
lion unemployed workers, and about
five workers are applying for each job
that is available. So, for Congress to
think about going home to celebrate
the holidays with their families and
leaving these people out with no hope
is, indeed, a great tragedy.

———

TRIBUTE TO MRS. MAGGIE DALEY,
FIRST LADY OF THE CITY OF
CHICAGO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. On Monday,
November 28, 2011, the City of Chicago
laid to rest the wife of Chicago’s long-
est serving mayor, Mayor Richard M.
Daley.

While Maggie Daley was known as
the mayor’s wife, she was, indeed, a
well-known, well-liked and revered per-
sonality in her own right. Maggie
Daley played the role of matriarch. She
was warm, graceful, elegant, eloquent,
and easy to like. She was a patron of
the arts and was fully steeped in the
cultural affairs of our city.

While Mrs. Daley has received acco-
lades for many of her activities, the
one which strikes me the most is her
involvement in a program called After
School Matters. I think that anyone
who knows anything about education
and youth development knows that,
yes, after school does, indeed, matter.
When discussing this program, you
could see Maggie Daley’s eyes light up,
and you could feel her passion. She
seemed to know everything there was
to know about the program. She knew
program sites, personnel, special fea-
tures and activities, benefits and suc-
cesses. After a session of listening to
Mrs. Daley explain and advocate for
this program, I would often smile and
say to myself, How could anyone not be
in support of this great program?

So I say thanks to a great lady—a
lady of grace, a lady of dignity, a lady
of passion, a lady of faith, and a lady of
action.

My family and I and residents of the
Seventh Congressional District of Illi-
nois express condolences to Mayor
Richard M. Daley and to all of Maggie
Daley’s family. She was a great first
lady of our city and performed her role
to perfection. After school does matter.
It mattered to Mrs. Maggie Daley, and
it matters to all of America.
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