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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

WORKFORCE DEMOCRACY AND
FAIRNESS ACT

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, in June the National Labor
Relations Board, NLRB, proposed a
new rule that accelerates the election
process for unionization. Union work-
ers would be forced into memberships
without having a reasonable time for
managers to fully explain the advan-
tages and disadvantages of member-
ship.

This afternoon, under the leadership
of Education and Workforce Chairman
JOHN KLINE, Congress will vote on the
Workforce Democracy and Fairness
Act, legislation that limits the NLRB’s
ability to deny employers and workers
the right to a free election, a right
granted to every American by the laws
of our country.

It is time for the President’s Na-
tional Labor Relations Board to stop
focusing on policies that trample over
the rights of American workers. I en-
courage my colleagues to vote in favor
of the bill today and reaffirm the pro-
tections workers and job creators have
received for decades.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

WORKFORCE DEMOCRACY AND
FAIRNESS ACT

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise
in opposition to legislation that will
hinder the rights of American workers.
There are several junctures in the
union certification process in which an
election can be delayed through unnec-
essary litigation. In June the National
Labor Relations Board announced re-
forms to reduce litigation and stream-
line the process so that elections are
held in a fair and timely manner.

The legislation before us will block
those reforms and introduce even more
opportunity to delay elections indefi-
nitely. I don’t believe most employers
try to delay elections. In fact, I often
cite our history of cooperative labor re-
lations as one of western New York’s
strengths. But the record shows that
some will use every loophole to prevent
workers from voting on whether to bar-
gain collectively. The National Labor
Relations Board rules will close those
loopholes and prevent elections from
proceeding. We should allow these re-
forms to stand and focus instead on
legislation to create jobs and get our
economy moving in the right direction.
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GABE ZIMMERMAN RESOLUTION

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, an
attack on one who serves is an attack
on all who serve.

I don’t think I fully understood the
meaning of those words until last Jan-
uary’s senseless assault on our fellow
citizens and our most fundamental re-
sponsibilities. This House responded in
prayer and solidarity, reminding the
world that no act of violence could si-
lence the sacred dialogue of democ-
racy.

It is in that same spirit that later
today we will gather here to honor
Gabe Zimmerman, the first congres-
sional staffer to give his life in the line
of duty and, God willing, the last.

Like every Member of this body, he
took an oath to uphold and defend our
Constitution. He died while well and
faithfully discharging his duties. I
think it is fitting and appropriate to
honor Gabe Zimmerman with a perma-
nent memorial in the United States
Capitol.

I extend the thanks of the whole
House to Gabe’s family for their par-
ticipation in this project.

Let us honor Gabe’s memory by fol-
lowing his example of service to this
institution, which remains the direct
voice of the American people and their
will. So later today, I would ask the
House to support the resolution.

———

SUBMITTING TEMPORARY GUEST
WORKER APPLICATIONS ONLINE

(Ms. HOCHUL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HOCHUL. Madam Speaker, last
week, like millions of Americans
across this country, my family and I
gave thanks for our blessings, our Na-
tion’s freedom, and for the food on our
table—provided by the hardworking
farmers of our country and from my
district. Now I ask my colleagues to
join me in giving thanks for our farm-
ers who make this great harvest pos-
sible.

America’s farms are the best in the
world. Our food is safer, higher in qual-
ity, and more efficiently grown than
that of any other country. The labor
and innovation of America’s farmers
puts food on the tables of not just fam-
ilies here at home, but for hungry peo-
ple across the world.

As our farmers bring their goods to
market in the 21st century economy,
they expect to have a 21st century gov-
ernment that will help, not hinder,
their business. That’s why I call on the
Secretary of Liabor to allow farmers to
submit their H-2A applications for
temporary guest workers online.

New York farmers are increasingly
relying on this program for the legal
labor they need to plant and harvest
their crops. This summer, I was abso-
lutely shocked to learn that one of my
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onion farms in Genesee County had to
mail almost 20 pounds of paperwork to
the Federal Government in order to
participate in this program. There
must be a better way.

An online application program would
save money for our farmers and our
taxpayers, and I urge the Secretary of
Labor to swiftly implement this pro-
gram.

——
TIME FOR THE SENATE TO ACT

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Madam Speaker, re-
cently a constituent of mine wrote to
me and asked: What is going on in
Washington?

It’s a good question.

She said that her husband, a small
business owner, is taxed so hard that
money is tight and, as a result, they
cannot grow their business. And she
said: If we cannot grow, we cannot cre-
ate new jobs. I want to know what you
are doing for job growth?

Again, a good question.

The answer is simple. We need pro-
growth, pro-jobs policies. The House
has passed more than 20 bills that do
just that through low taxes, reasonable
regulation, less spending, and a small-
er, less intrusive Federal Government.
These are commonsense bills. Most of
them passed with bipartisan support.
Where are these bills now? Languishing
in the do-nothing Senate.

To my constituent, to many others
who share her concern, my simple re-
sponse is: We in the House have acted;
now it’s time for the Senate to do the
same.

———

WORLD AIDS DAY

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, 25 mil-
lion people dead around the world, 14
million orphaned children on the con-
tinent of Africa alone. This is part of
the toll that the human race has borne
since the terrible scourge of HIV/AIDS
began its deadly work a generation
ago. Tomorrow, December 1, is World
AIDS Day.

I rise today to commemorate the mil-
lions of brothers, sisters, friends, and
children that we’ve lost to this disease.
I rise to commemorate the struggle of
the 33 million people around the world
who are living with this terrible dis-
ease today. And I rise to celebrate the
new and real possibility that we could
end AIDS in this generation.

Madam Speaker, this government
funded the PEPFAR fight which
brought hope and health to millions of
people around the world, and we have
funded the research that allows us to
say today that we could end AIDS.

Madam Speaker, as we do the hard
work of balancing our budget and gov-
erning this country, let’s do what we
need to do to end this disease and make
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sure that future World AIDS Days are
all about celebration.
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TURN OUT THE LIGHTS FOR
THOMAS EDISON

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
in 1 month, every home in America
must be lit with the special $3, CFL
government-approved lightbulb. The
75-cent incandescent lightbulb, Thomas
Edison’s greatest invention, is going to
be banned by the Federal Government.
The Federal Government’s anti-con-
sumer choice law leaves Americans no
other option but to purchase and use a
harmful mercury-filled product.

Also, this new ban is an American job
killer. The government’s new ban
ended a manufacturing industry that
went back to the days of Thomas Edi-
son and instead shipped most of those
jobs overseas, primarily to China. Isn’t
that lovely. Where does the Federal
Government have the constitutional
authority to force anybody to buy any-
thing, from health care insurance to a
box of doughnuts or even a lightbulb?

It’s time for the bureaucrats to quit
forcibly micromanaging America. Let
Americans choose how to light their
own homes. Otherwise, we will have to
turn out the lights. The party is over—
even for Thomas Edison’s lightbulb.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

TAXES

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, with the
unemployment in the Inland Empire
above 13 percent and home foreclosures
at a record level, families in my con-
gressional district are hurting. And
now, if Congress does not act soon,
these struggling families will face a
$1,000 tax increase. And why are our
families facing this deadline? Because
the Republicans refuse to ask those
making more than a million dollars a
year to contribute their fair share.

The Republican obsession with ex-
tending the Bush tax for the ultra rich
has led to the failure of the supercom-
mittee. We all know the Bush tax cuts
were a horrible failure. They didn’t
produce jobs here in the United States.
They didn’t create any new jobs. They
dug us into a $15 trillion debt. And now
the Republicans want to permanently
extend this madness.

It can’t just be my way or the high-
way. Let’s stop this gridlock. Let’s
pass a jobs bill. Let’s work together on
a balanced budget.

——
IN MEMORY OF FREDERIK MEIJER

(Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. I rise
today with a twinge of sadness in my
heart as I pay tribute to Frederik
Meijer, a friend to the entire west
Michigan community and one of Amer-
ica’s most entrepreneurial spirits, who
passed away this week just shy of his
92nd birthday.

Fred was born in Greenville, Michi-
gan, in 1919, and was known as the ‘‘fa-
ther of the super store.”” His innovation
and entrepreneurship will live on in his
Meijer grocery stores, with over 200
stores in five different States. Mr.
Meijer will be remembered in west
Michigan for his philanthropy, his
friendship, and care of the community
he lived in and its residents. He and his
wife, Lena, gave back and invested mil-
lions in west Michigan, and created
what would become one of the State’s
top attractions, the Frederik Meijer
Gardens and Sculpture Park.

Despite growing one of the most suc-
cessful businesses in the country and
revolutionizing the retail model, Mr.
Meijer remained a typical west Michi-
gan down-to-earth person who once re-
marked, ‘“‘Money is only a tool” and
“Money doesn’t buy happiness.” He
truly knew what was important and
kept that in the forefront: friends, fam-
ily, a strong relationship with his
neighbors and community. The thing
he loved to do the most was to hand
out “‘Purple Cow” cards—free ice
cream cards to kids in his stores. That
will be remembered by my family as
well.

Again, I rise to pay tribute to him,
his family, and the innovation and en-
trepreneurial legacy he leaves behind.

Mr. Meijer, you will be missed but
you will not be forgotten.

———

FEDERAL EMERGENCY UNEM-
PLOYMENT INSURANCE SYSTEM

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, at
a time when so many Rhode Islanders
and so many Americans are out of
work, we need to do everything we can
to provide assistance to families while
individuals continue to look for work.
The Federal Emergency Unemploy-
ment Insurance system is a critical
part of our safety net that supports
families during difficult economic
times.

Many constituents have contacted
my office explaining the impact on
their families of not extending unem-
ployment benefits, like Estella
Londono in the town of North Provi-
dence. Estella is a single mother who
was laid off from work and now relies
on unemployment benefits to support
herself and her son. She’s looking for
work and is currently participating in
a job training program to improve her
skills and to enhance her ability to
find a job. Without unemployment ben-
efits, she would not be able to support
her household and pay her bills.

If the Emergency Federal Unemploy-
ment Compensation program is not ex-
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tended at the end of this year, it will
be devastating to Estella and to thou-
sands of Rhode Islanders who rely on
this program. These Americans who
have worked hard throughout their
lives should not be sacrificed on the
altar of partisan politics. Congress
must stop playing Washington-style
political games with the fate of these
families and act now to provide secu-
rity to unemployed workers and their
families while they look for jobs.

———

INDIANA’S WAIVER REQUEST
DENIAL

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STUTZMAN. I rise today to ex-
press my extreme disappointment with
the recent HHS decision to deny Indi-
ana’s sensible waiver request that
would have allowed our State to ease
into the new rule that requires insurers
selling policies to individuals to dedi-
cate 80 percent of premiums they col-
lect to medical care. This decision was
made on the basis that insurers doing
business in Indiana were deemed ‘‘prof-
itable enough.”” CMS claimed that no
provider would be forced to leave be-
cause of the denial of such a waiver.
However, it was the very specter of un-
certainty surrounding the President’s
health care law that resulted in five
providers leaving the Indiana market
this summer. Invariably, the departure
of providers from our State and the de-
nial of this waiver will limit competi-
tion and push prices higher.

Let this serve as a warning to other
States. Creative and consumer-driven
solutions to meet our citizens’ medical
needs will be disproportionately
harmed under the President’s denial of
these waivers.

———

MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUT ACT OF
2011

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, Ne-
vada’s middle-income families have
borne the brunt of the economic catas-
trophe that has devastated our State.
We need to create jobs and get our
economy moving again. What we don’t
need is a middle class tax hike. But
that’s exactly what some of our col-
leagues in the United States Senate are
proposing as they consider whether to
extend and expand the payroll tax cut
this week.

This should be a no-brainer. Opposi-
tion to the Middle Class Tax Cut Act of
2011 is a vote to raise taxes on middle-
income families in Nevada and across
the country. This would be devastating
for a State like Nevada. The Middle
Class Tax Cut Act would cut taxes for
1.2 million Nevadans and 50,000 small
businesses across the State. What does
that mean? It means the average Ne-
vadan keeps $1,600 in their pocket. It
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