
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7728 November 17, 2011 
own name, then they’re penalized. We 
have examples of individuals who have 
had to say ‘‘no’’ when somebody want-
ed to give them a birthday check, to 
say ‘‘no’’ when somebody said I’d like 
to help you with your housing. 

We have to ask ourselves, is this any 
way to treat those among us who are 
the most disadvantaged? Of course it’s 
not. The answer is, no. That’s why we 
have created this legislation. That’s 
why we proposed this ABLE Act. It’s 
very simple; it’s very straightforward. 
It’s understandable. What it does is 
allow individuals with disabilities to 
set up a tax-free savings account as 
long as those proceeds are used for 
qualified expenses like maybe special 
equipment, maybe educational needs, 
maybe transportation or housing. It’s 
only fair that we make our Tax Code 
deal with the injustice that goes on 
today. It’s trying to make that Tax 
Code more fair to treat everyone more 
equal. 

I think those of us who are more for-
tunate have an obligation to help those 
who are less fortunate. So, Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to take a look 
at this. Again, it is bicameral, bipar-
tisan; and it shows that we can work 
together to meet the needs of those 
among us who need our help. It is much 
needed and it’s long overdue, and I 
hope we can pass it this year. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GLEN A. KEHREIN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to pay tribute to Glen Kehrein, a 
neighbor, a good friend, and one of the 
most dedicated, committed, and fo-
cused individuals that I’ve ever known. 
He was founder and CEO of Circle 
Urban Ministries in Chicago, Illinois. A 
few days ago, Glen Kehrein passed 
away, but he leaves a legacy that will 
live for many, many years to come. 

More than 30 years ago, Glen and his 
family and a circle of a few friends 
moved into the Austin community of 
Chicago which was undergoing rapid 
change from a predominantly white 
community to what is now a more than 
95 percent black, or African American, 
community. With his circle of friends, 
Glen organized Circle Urban Ministries, 
which has lasted for more than 30 years 
and has become one of the most effec-
tive faith-based urban redevelopment 
organizations in the Nation. 

Under Glen’s leadership, programs in 
health care, legal assistance, housing 
rehabilitation, management, youth 
outreach, leadership development, 
homelessness, ex-offender reentry, food 
distribution, and education are bring-
ing hope and help to thousands of peo-
ple each year. 

Glen coauthored an award-winning 
book with a black minister and friend 
of his, Reverend Raleigh Washington, 
entitled ‘‘Breaking Down Walls,’’ a 
model of reconciliation in an age of ra-
cial strife. He has traveled extensively 

to speak on the topic of racial rec-
onciliation and has been a frequent 
guest on television and radio. He has 
been a contributing author of three 
other books about inner-city life and 
work, and has written many other arti-
cles for publication. 

Glen has a B.A. in Bible theology 
from the Moody Bible Institute and a 
B.A. in sociology from Wheaton Col-
lege. Except for a brief 2-year period 
while studying at Wheaton College, 
Glen; his wife, Lonnie; and their three 
children have lived in the Austin com-
munity for more than 30 years. In 1997, 
he was recognized for his contributions 
by becoming the first American to be 
awarded a Doctorate of Peacemaking 
from Westminster College. In receiving 
this honor, he joined the ranks of pre-
vious grantees: Nobel Laureate 
Mairead Maguire of Northern Ireland; 
Mrs. Leah Rabin, wife of the slain 
prime minister of Israel; and the Grand 
Mufti of Egypt, Dr. Muhammad Sayed 
Tantawi, the highest authority on Is-
lamic law in Egypt. 

Glen is a legend in our community. 
His family, neighbors, friends, and 
community will truly miss him; and 
may he rest in peace. 

f 

PROTECTING CHILDREN FROM 
SEXUAL ABUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RUSH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, earlier this 
month some of our darkest fears came 
to light. As parents and mentors of 
young children, we were horrified to 
hear and read about news allegations of 
a sexual abuse scandal involving the 
Penn State University football pro-
gram. 

In piecing the news together, there 
were clues and red flags along the way, 
suggesting that the allegations are re-
grettably and probably true. Based on 
what is known now, it is also not in-
conceivable that the horrible actions 
alleged to have occurred at Penn State 
could have just as easily occurred at 
any other major collegiate sports pro-
gram in the country. 

b 1120 

What this sad and tragic episode af-
firms is that the abuse of children is 
real and alive in the sports world 
today. And it is just as alive and real 
in collegiate sports as it could be in 
any institutional system that has com-
monalities with big-time college 
sports. 

A little more than a week ago, even 
before the news of this scandal broke, I 
hosted two collegiate sports 
roundtables here in our Nation’s Cap-
itol. I invited sports journalists, econo-
mists, parents of former big division 
athletic scholarship recipients, and 
current professionally qualified basket-
ball players and former collegiate stu-
dent athletes to speak openly. 

They were asked what they thought 
about some of the NCAA’s new pro-

posed reforms, like compensating stu-
dent athletes with a stipend and in-
creasing academic accountability of 
student athletes who play in Bowl Con-
ference Series tournaments. The 
roundtables dispelled some of the wide-
ly held myths about the manner in 
which the colleges go about recruiting 
high school athletes. They also cor-
rected some persistent misunder-
standings about what and how much 
NCAA athletic scholarships and med-
ical insurance cover. And they did an 
excellent job of exposing hardships 
that student athletes and their fami-
lies face for being unable to come up 
with the extra money to pay the dif-
ferences in the medical costs and the 
costs of these athletic scholarships. 

The roundtables sadly affirmed that, 
just as the scandal does, the business of 
college sports is not beneath using— 
and can even thrive upon, in too many 
instances—collusion, corruption, and 
cover-ups. 

As part of its core purpose, the NCAA 
says its mission is to ‘‘integrate inter-
collegiate athletics into higher edu-
cation so that the educational experi-
ence of the student athlete is para-
mount.’’ But, unfortunately, I must 
say that I am highly suspicious of this 
creed, in that the NCAA system cul-
ture has increasingly become more 
shadowy and exceedingly exploitative. 
Exploitation maximizes revenues for 
colleges and conferences. Exploitation 
also helps member conferences and 
athletic programs hide behind flimsy 
excuses that doing more to support 
student athletes financially would be 
unprincipled and unacceptable. 

Mr. Speaker, as a Nation, we must 
hear the voices of young victims, pray 
for their healing, and dedicate our-
selves to doing all that we can to end 
outrageous abuse of vulnerable chil-
dren. We, as Members of Congress, have 
two primary responsibilities: one, to 
protect our Nation against foreign en-
emies, and, two, to protect our chil-
dren. 

God bless America, and God bless our 
children. 

f 

THE FAIR TAX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. WOODALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, it’s al-
ways nice to come to the House floor 
after someone has just said ‘‘God bless 
America.’’ It makes me feel good, sir, 
and I want to associate myself with 
those remarks. 

Candidly, I’m a little worried about 
what happens here in this country. Mr. 
Speaker, I know you have the pleasures 
I do of seeing all the folks from across 
America who come here to see the pro-
cedures that go on here on the House 
floor, and I know folks often wonder 
and probably ask you, Mr. Speaker, 
Where is everybody? What’s going on? 
Well, of course, with the exception of 
those of us on the House floor, every-
body is in their office watching on the 
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closed-circuit TV so you can multitask 
and do it all. I came down here to bring 
words to those folks who are watching 
on TV. 

But really, Mr. Speaker, it’s about 
the youngest folks we have in the 
country. It’s about the economy that 
you and I are going to leave to the next 
generation of Americans. And we can 
do things here in this House today that 
guarantee a better economy in the 
years to come. Right now—right now— 
I don’t tweet. I don’t use Twitter. I’m 
not that interesting that I have some-
thing to say to folks every moment of 
the day, but if I were tweeting, I would 
say that right now in the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee there’s a hearing on 
fundamental tax reform, asking the 
question can tax reform boost invest-
ment and job creation? And the answer 
is absolutely, it can. 

Here, in this country, what we tax, 
we destroy. Think about that. The 
power to tax is the power to destroy. 

Mr. Speaker, when I go to speak to 
high school students, I say, okay, I’ve 
got a $20-an-hour job working in my 
congressional office. Who wants to 
come work for me? Everybody raises 
their hand. I said, I’m going to need to 
tax you about $19 an hour on that, so 
you’re only going to get to take home 
1. Who wants to come work for me? 
And all the hands go down. The hands 
go down because they don’t want to 
work for $1 an hour. They want to keep 
what they earn. 

The power to tax is the power to de-
stroy. Today, in this country, we tax 
income. We are the only Nation in the 
OECD that does not have a consump-
tion tax. We tax income. And when you 
tax income, which is productivity, you 
destroy productivity. 

I have a proposal that is the most 
widely cosponsored fundamental tax 
reform proposal in either the House or 
the Senate, and it’s called the Fair 
Tax. It’s H.R. 25 here on the House side. 
And I have the great pleasure of work-
ing with so many of my colleagues to 
push that bill forward. It abolishes the 
income tax in favor of a consumption 
tax. 

Now, when we’re in a tough economy 
like this, folks say, But Rob, I’m cut-
ting back on my consumption. Would 
we still be able to bring in the revenue 
that we need with a consumption tax? 
Well, I bring charts. What you see here 
in the blue line is personal consump-
tion, and what you see in the red line 
is personal income. The red line rep-
resents what we tax in the income tax, 
and the blue line represents what we 
would tax in the consumption tax. And 
what you see are two things. Number 
one, they are roughly the same—rough-
ly the same. 

Yes, we can tax consumption and 
bring in the same revenue we get today 
by taxing income, but when they’re dif-
ferent, it’s because the volatility of the 
income is greater than the volatility of 
consumption. When you tax income, all 
you get to tax is income. When you tax 
consumption, you end up taxing in-

come, plus savings people are spending, 
plus borrowing that they’re doing. It’s 
a much more stable tax. 

Why is that important? Mr. Speaker, 
what you know in your time here in 
the House, as I know from my time 
here in the House, is that if you give 
this House more money, we’re going to 
spend it. I don’t want to spend it. I 
wish we wouldn’t. And I’m going to 
vote ‘‘no,’’ but I’m going to lose. 

If you tax something that’s volatile, 
in the boom years, the money comes 
pouring in. Do you think we save it for 
a rainy day? We don’t. We spend it. 
And then when the down year comes, 
folks are accustomed to a high spend-
ing level. What do we do? We borrow it 
from our children and our grand-
children and spend it anew. 

Having a stable income stream that 
doesn’t have the highs and doesn’t have 
the lows will lead to a better Federal 
budgeting process. And taxing con-
sumption, which is what we take out of 
the economy, instead of taxing the in-
come, which is what we put into the 
economy, will grow it; 

Mr. Speaker, a few years ago, the 
Joint Tax Committee here did a study 
and said, How would we evaluate con-
sumption tax? We don’t even have a 
model for it. How would we do it if we 
did away with the income tax and 
brought in the consumption tax? They 
brought in economic groups from the 
left and the right. Of course they dis-
agreed about absolutely everything, 
those groups from the left to the right, 
all the way across the spectrum, except 
for one thing, Mr. Speaker. Every sin-
gle economic model and group agreed 
that if we moved to a consumption tax 
from today’s income tax, America’s 
economy would grow faster. 

Mr. Speaker, every dollar we can 
grow, every job we can create, they 
matter today. And I encourage folks to 
take a look at H.R. 25, the Fair Tax, as 
a mechanism for making that happen. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 30 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Martin R. Springer, Trinity 
Lutheran Ministries, Edwardsville, Illi-
nois, offered the following prayer: 

In the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, amen. 

Almighty God, grant Your blessings 
to our land. Thank you for the free-

doms that are ours as Americans. Help 
us to be mindful of the principles on 
which it was founded: freedom and 
equality, justice and humanity. Grant 
Your blessings to the Members of the 
United States House of Representa-
tives, that they may serve our Nation 
with honesty and integrity and they 
may seek Your guidance as they make 
these important decisions that affect 
us all. 

Protect all who serve in the Armed 
Forces of this land. Bless their families 
during times of military deployment 
and give Your peace to those whose 
loved ones have paid the ultimate price 
in the defense of liberty. Protect our 
Nation from terrorist threat. 

Hear these prayers and grant us Your 
peace, which passes all understanding. 
These things we pray in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND MARTIN 
R. SPRINGER 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. JOHN-
SON) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor our guest 
chaplain, Pastor Marty Springer, who 
has served as both an example of his 
faith and civic duty. 

Pastor Springer was raised in south-
ern California, the youngest son of 
Marshall and Doris Springer. After 
graduating from high school, he 
worked in a bank while attending jun-
ior college and joined the United 
States Air Force in December of 1982. 
During his time serving on active duty, 
he was selected for the honor of serving 
in the Office of Presidential Protocol 
at Andrews Air Force Base during the 
Presidency of President Ronald 
Reagan. 

He entered the Air Force Reserve in 
1986 and also took a civil service posi-
tion at Scott Air Force Base where he 
was the director of personnel for an Air 
Force telecommunications agency re-
sponsible for all aspects of manpower, 
personnel, and training. During Oper-
ations Desert Storm and Desert Shield, 
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