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and the people that I serve in metro
Detroit, like all Americans, we all
want the same thing. We just want to
have a chance to live a decent life. We
want those rights that are spelled out
in the preamble of the Declaration of
Independence, rights of life, of liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness, just a
chance to live your life as fully as you
choose it. That’s the American dream.
So while the deliberations of this
House many times highlight the dif-
ferences between Republicans and
Democrats, he and I are choosing to
underscore how we can work together
to serve our people and make this
country an even better place to live.
It’s my greatest honor to visit the
Upper Peninsula, and it’s also my
honor to serve this country as a Rep-
resentative of metropolitan Detroit.

——
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FARM ACT OF 2011

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. HUELSKAMP) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Mr. Speaker, as I
have traveled across the First District
of Kansas to host more than 70 in-per-
son town hall meetings during my first
10 months here in Congress, constitu-
ents have reaffirmed our shared belief
that Washington cannot be everything
to everybody and nor should it be.
They have told me they can and want
to do more with less. They know that
the more Washington spends today, the
more their children and grandchildren
will have to pay back in the future, and
likely to a foreign nation.

And while they scale back their ex-
pectations, they want Washington to
scale back what it asks them to do.
The ever-tightening grip and imposi-
tion of the Federal bureaucracy’s ex-
pensive, counterproductive, and unnec-
essary burdens are Kkilling America’s
agriculture industry. Today, I will in-
troduce the FARM Act of 2011—Freeing
Agriculture to Reap More Act. I am un-
veiling it today in light of the pending
ag discussions we hear are occurring in
the supercommittee.

The FARM Act reflects the conversa-
tions I have had with constituents and
farm groups all across the First Dis-
trict and addresses their concerns
about the economic impacts of over-
regulation. In essence, the FARM Act
adds a regulatory title to the farm bill.
Given the consequences of overregula-
tion, it merits its own title amid oth-
ers like trade, research, conservation,
or farm credit.

Farmers and ranchers arguably pay
some of the largest costs for Washing-
ton’s crushing burden of overregula-
tion. Whether it is on youth involve-
ment on family farms, pesticide appli-
cation permits, greenhouse gases, farm
dust, farm commercial vehicles, fuel
hauling limitations for farm equip-
ment, or livestock emissions taxes, the
Federal Government continues to in-
sist that it control the intricate, day-
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to-day affairs of America’s agriculture
community. The FARM Act prohibits
this regulatory overreach.

Kansas’ family farms do not need
Washington writing detailed instruc-
tion manuals for them on how much
fuel they can or cannot put in their
tractors. They do not need Washington
prohibiting them from teaching their
own children the value and importance
of hard work by allowing them to work
a few hours on the farm. And they most
certainly do not need Washington im-
posing taxes on them for supposed
greenhouse gases emitted by their live-
stock. No, they need Washington to let
them run their operations in the safe
and responsible, yet productive, ways
they have done for generations. The
FARM Act allows our family farms to
continue the family tradition without
fear of expensive and unnecessary regu-
lations.

Like the families that live and the
farms that operate in rural America,
small towns in the First District of
Kansas also have no need for additional
instruction from Washington. That is
why the FARM Act prohibits funding
for the newly established White House
Rural Council. Rural communities are
the embodiment of family and entre-
preneurial freedom, and this council
seeks to replace that freedom with cen-
tralized planning schemes. We simply
cannot afford more of the President’s
failed approaches.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting the FARM Act of 2011. It’s
time to stop the overregulation of
America’s farmers, ranchers, ag com-
munities, and rural America. It’s time
to put an end to Washington’s distrust
of America’s growers, ranchers, and
producers, as well as all of rural Amer-
ica.

———

VOTER SUPPRESSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, ladies and gentlemen, nothing is
more fundamental in our democracy
than the right to vote. Unfortunately,
our right to vote is under attack.

According to a new report by the
Brennan Center for Justice, voter sup-
pression laws in States across the
country could affect up to 5 million
voters from traditionally Democratic
demographics in 2012. It’s no coinci-
dence that this number is larger than
the margin of victory in two of the last
three Presidential elections.

These voter ID laws do nothing more
than discourage and block eligible vot-
ers, especially students, the poor, sen-
iors, and minorities. These are Ameri-
cans who tend to vote for Democrats.

Recently, the media reported that a
96-year-old woman was denied a voter
ID card in Chattanooga, Tennessee, be-
cause of one of these new laws. Her
name is Dorothy Cooper, and she is a
retired domestic worker. In fact, she
was born in my home State of Georgia,
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and she relocated to Chattanooga so
that she could find work. She could not
get all the documents together, and so,
therefore, her request for a govern-
ment-issued ID was denied.

After Indiana’s photo ID law was im-
plemented, the media reported about a
group of elderly nuns who lacked driv-
er’s licenses and current passports, and
they were turned away from the polls.
Unfortunately, if States continue to
pass these restrictive and unnecessary
voter ID laws, we will hear more of
these stories.

The Tea Party Republicans are try-
ing to hijack our right to vote so that
they can steal the 2012 election. I don’t
know about you, but I'm disgusted
with Tea Party Republican attempts to
use voter suppression laws to erode tra-
ditionally Democratic voters by block-
ing their access to the polls.

These voter ID laws do not prevent
fraud. In fact, they do nothing other
than suppress voter turnout. America
has not seen this level of suppression
since the days of poll taxes and lit-
eracy tests.

More than 30 States introduced legis-
lation this year designed to impede
voters at every step of the voting proc-
ess. These laws do not combat fraud
but prevent millions of hardworking,
taxpaying Americans, especially mi-
norities, young voters, the working
poor, people with disabilities, and sen-
ior citizens from casting ballots in 2012
and beyond, making this the most sig-
nificant setback to voting rights in a
century.

Photo ID restrictions disenfranchise
eligible registered voters. An estimated
11 percent of U.S. citizens—21 million
people—do not have current, govern-
ment-issued photo ID’s. While poll
taxes were abolished more than 60
years ago, this new slew of voter ID
laws is reminiscent of the days when
poll taxes were required, days which
none of us want to revisit.

These Tea Party Republicans have
been scheming from day one of Presi-
dent Obama’s term in office to make
sure that he’s a one-term President.
They want to take ‘‘their” country
back. So State legislators, in accord-
ance with this scheme, have passed a
spate of laws specifically designed to
block access to the ballot box by voters
who tend to vote for Democrats. It’s
not fair, it’s not right, and it’s simply
un-American.

Ladies and gentlemen, now is the
time for all good men and women to
come to the aid of their country.

——
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NATIONAL RECYCLING WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FLORES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize National Recycling
Week.

Recycling and the return of recycled
materials to the manufacturing process
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plays an important role in the global
competitiveness of U.S. industries. The
use of recycled materials in manufac-
turing significantly reduces energy use
and emissions levels, reducing the cost
of producing goods. For example, in the
glass industry, every 10 percent of re-
cycled glass used to make new glass
containers means a 2 to 4 percent drop
in energy use and a 4 to 10 percent re-
duction in greenhouse gas emissions.
Glass containers can be used multiple
times to make new containers, but
most used containers do not wind up
back in the manufacturing process.

Next week I plan to tour an Owens-I1-
linois glass plant in my district.
Owens-Illinois has been a part of the
Waco community since the 1940s and
provides jobs to over 300 people. These
are jobs we want to keep in America,
but O-I needs more recycled glass to re-
main competitive. Unfortunately, glass
and other containers have low recy-
cling rates when they are collected
through single-stream collection sys-
tems. Further, the lack of data on re-
covery rates is a barrier to finding ef-
fective ways to collect more recyclable
materials that can be used in manufac-
turing.

Congress should encourage all stake-
holders to take steps to improve data
collection related to the recovery of re-
cycled materials, review ways to in-
crease the collection of recycled mate-
rials, and increase the amount of recy-
cled materials available for manufac-
turers. By improving the collection of
recycled materials, we can make Amer-
ican manufacturers more competitive
and protect and create highly skilled,
high-paying jobs.

This is another Main Street solution
to grow American jobs under the House
Republican Plan For America’s Job
Creators. I encourage all Americans to

learn more about this plan at
jobs.gop.gov.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 23
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. TERRY) at noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of the universe, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

Bless the Members of this assembly
as they set upon the work of these
hours, of these days. Help them to
make wise decisions in a good manner
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and to carry their responsibilities
steadily, with high hopes for a better
future for our great Nation.

Deepen their faith, widen their sym-
pathies, heighten their aspirations, and
give them the strength to do what
ought to be done for this country.

May Your blessing, O God, be with
them and with us all this day and every
day to come, and may all we do be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCINTYRE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MCINTYRE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 2, 2011.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 2, 2011 at 9:19 a.m.:

That the Senate passed with amendments
H.R. 2112.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————

A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
TO BALANCE THE FEDERAL
BUDGET

(Mr. SULLIVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SULLIVAN. Only in Washington,
D.C., are we debating whether it’s a
good idea to balance the Federal budg-
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et. The American people don’t have the
luxury of choosing. Families and busi-
nesses across the country are forced to
balance their budgets and live within
their means, and the Federal Govern-
ment should be held to the same stand-
ard.

I believe a constitutional amendment
to balance our Federal budget is a real
long-term solution to our Nation’s fis-
cal problems, and I am pleased Con-
gress will soon vote on one for the first
time in 15 years.

This is a critical time for our Nation.
Over 14 million Americans are unem-
ployed, and our record-setting level of
debt is over $14 trillion. Congress has a
moral obligation to our children and
grandchildren to stop the outrageous
spending and to restore fiscal sanity in
Washington in order to ensure we don’t
leave them under a mountain of debt.

I will continue fighting for a con-
stitutional amendment to require the
Federal Government to live within its
means just like families across OKkla-
homa do every day.

——
WHITMARSH HOUSE

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Whitmarsh House in
Providence, Rhode Island—a safe haven
and support network for Rhode Island
youth, adults with developmental dis-
abilities, and families for over 40 years.

In recognition of the organization’s
commitment to excellence, Whitmarsh
House has received a 3-year accredita-
tion from the Commission on Accredi-
tation of Rehabilitation Facilities, or
CARF. CARF is an accrediting body
that recognizes an organization’s dem-
onstration of accountability and con-
formance to internationally accepted
standards in providing essential health
and rehabilitation services to its com-
munity. This accreditation comes as no
surprise given the vital and quality
services Whitmarsh House provides
every day to our communities in Rhode
Island.

Whitmarsh House has served hun-
dreds of youth through programs that
support their development as produc-
tive and contributing members of our
society. I am proud to honor
Whitmarsh House and to congratulate
the dedicated staff on receiving this
important accreditation. I look for-
ward to seeing its continued work for
the community in the coming years.

——————

THE UNESCO VOTE ON THE
PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise with
deep concerns about yesterday’s vote
to grant the Palestinians full member-
ship in the U.N. organization known as
UNESCO.
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