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THE RESPECT FOR MARRIAGE ACT 

AND THE END OF ‘‘DON’T ASK, 
DON’T TELL’’ 
(Mr. PRICE of North Carolina asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, the end this week of Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell shows us that we have 
nothing to fear and can only gain by 
extending liberty and equality to all of 
our citizens. Brave young men and 
women will not be denied the oppor-
tunity to serve their country, and sol-
diers will be judged on their ability to 
do their jobs, not on their sexual ori-
entation. 

This is a great step forward, but 
some seem eager to step back. In North 
Carolina, there is a ballot initiative to 
amend the State constitution to ban 
same-sex marriage. This seems to be 
more about turning out the Republican 
political base than about marriage, and 
many of our businesses say it would 
hinder their attempts to treat employ-
ees fairly. We must defeat it. 

At the national level, we also have an 
anachronistic law, the so-called De-
fense of Marriage Act. This should be 
repealed. Repeal would ensure that 
marriages entered into in one State 
will be recognized by other States. This 
year, I have again cosponsored repeal 
and don’t intend to rest until DOMA is 
erased from the U.S. Code. 

Madam Speaker, history will judge 
these efforts at discrimination harshly. 
It is time for America’s political lead-
ers, including Members of this body, to 
catch up. 

f 

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT 
(Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam 
Speaker, if our Nation’s debt crisis has 
taught us anything, it’s that we need a 
permanent fiscal solution to keep 
America the permanent land of the free 
for our children and grandchildren. 

There is only one way to bind Con-
gress to such a commitment, and that 
is a constitutional amendment requir-
ing us to balance the budget. Ordinary 
spending cuts and pledges to slash the 
deficit are no longer sufficient. 

Washington went on a record-break-
ing spending binge and left Americans 
in an economic hangover. New taxes, as 
some propose, would only punish the 
victim and reward the spenders with 
more money to waste. We need to stop 
spending money we don’t have and 
begin living within our means. The fu-
ture of our Nation depends on it. 

A Washington promise is always tem-
porary. A constitutional amendment is 
permanent. For the sake of tomorrow’s 
generations, let’s get it done today. 

f 

b 1220 

WE LOVE OUR CARRIE MEEK 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor an extraor-
dinary woman, a dedicated public serv-
ant, and a dear friend: Congresswoman 
Carrie Meek. Carrie has lived a life of 
distinction, and her legacy is extensive 
and incredible. 

The granddaughter of a slave, Carrie 
became the first African American 
woman to serve in the Florida Senate. 
My husband, Dexter Lehtinen, and I 
had the honor of serving with Carrie in 
the Florida House and then in the Flor-
ida Senate, and then Carrie went on to 
become the first African American 
from Florida since Reconstruction 
elected to Congress. What an honor. 

While in Congress, Carrie worked vig-
orously and resolutely for her constitu-
ents in all of south Florida, playing an 
instrumental role in rebuilding our 
community after the devastation of 
Hurricane Andrew. 

Her accomplishments and service to 
our south Florida community are too 
many to be enumerated; however, she 
hasn’t rested on her laurels. Since leav-
ing this Chamber, she continues her 
commitment to service through The 
Carrie Meek Foundation. 

I ask my colleagues to join us today 
in paying tribute to our dear friend, 
Congresswoman Carrie Meek. 

f 

JOBS 
(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, we 
each talk in this Chamber about jobs. 
The good news is legislation that will 
create jobs has already been intro-
duced. Now we have to pass it. 

The American Jobs Act includes $50 
billion to repair our aging infrastruc-
ture. It would create 3,100 jobs in west-
ern New York, alone, rebuilding our 
roads and bridges, which will encour-
age private development and even fur-
ther job creation. Economists have 
concluded that this bill will create 2 
million jobs and keep the U.S. from 
sliding back into recession. 

Also, Madam Speaker, according to 
the Alliance for American Manufac-
turing, 2.8 million jobs have been lost 
over the last decade as a result of our 
trade deficit with China, including 
22,000 jobs in western New York, alone. 
American workers can compete with 
anyone so long as there is a level play-
ing field, but China is fixing the game 
through currency manipulation. The 
Currency Reform for Fair Trade Act 
would put a stop to that. 

The time is long past due for this 
Congress to pass legislation that will 
create jobs. I urge the House to take up 
the American Jobs Act and the Cur-
rency Reform for Fair Trade Act imme-
diately. 

f 

THE STATE OF ISRAEL 
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked 

and was given permission to address 

the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam 
Speaker, it is with tremendous pride 
that I rise today to reaffirm my deep 
and unwavering commitment to the 
State of Israel, our greatest friend and 
closest ally in the Middle East. 

This is a country that has celebrated 
our triumphs and mourned our trage-
dies, a country that has shared our 
principles of peace, freedom, and de-
mocracy, and, most of all, a country 
that has, without fail, defended Amer-
ica in her darkest hour. 

As the U.N. considers recognizing an 
independent Palestinian state, it is 
more important now than ever that we 
stand up, speak out, and oppose this 
blatant attempt to circumvent direct 
talks with Israel. I’ve joined with 
many other colleagues in a letter to 
President Obama urging the U.N. to 
veto any resolution that grants the 
Palestinian statehood without direct 
negotiation with Israel. 

Peace cannot be created or sustained 
through a single unilateral decision 
from the U.N. I will continue to urge 
the U.N. to veto, and I will stand with 
tremendous pride and admiration be-
side our friends in Israel. 

f 

TRAIN ACT—REPUBLICANS’ SO- 
CALLED JOBS BILL 

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. CHU. Some in Congress want to 
use the jobs crisis as an excuse to roll 
back clean air protections that have 
prevented 200,000 premature deaths. 

Today we are debating the TRAIN 
Act. This is the Republicans’ so-called 
jobs bill, conducting studies that will 
do nothing but add paper to landfills 
instead of creating jobs by upgrading 
toxic power plants so that they are no 
longer a threat to public health. 

The studies have been done. Ameri-
cans are still breathing mercury, ar-
senic, and chromium, and we have a 
means to clean it up. It’s called the 
Clean Air Act, and it was passed in 
1963. 

No matter what anyone says, in-
creased pollution is not a sustainable 
path to job creation. Instead, we should 
be saving lives, saving our environ-
ment, and investing in the clean tech 
jobs of the future. 

The TRAIN Act is a train wreck for 
Americans. 

f 

JOBS 

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MEEHAN. Madam Speaker, few 
come to this Congress with more inter-
est in protecting air and water than 
myself, as I did as a prosecutor who ac-
tually used the Clean Air Act, the 
Clean Water Act for the good of the 
country. We must find balance. 
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Madam Speaker, I am here today be-

cause I woke up this morning with the 
thought of steelworkers on my mind, 
some of the 1,500 steelworkers whose 
jobs are now at risk since the Sun Oil 
Refinery announced last week that it is 
getting out of the refining business—in 
essence, the inability to compete be-
cause of the overregulation that we 
have—and these jobs are going to be 
shipped overseas. 

Good union-paying American jobs 
that could be here, because of the poli-
cies that are coming out of Wash-
ington, are being destroyed and sent 
overseas. It is counterintuitive; it is 
counterproductive. We must use com-
mon sense. 

We can’t let the rhetoric stand in the 
way of reality. We must fight for the 
future of those jobs while we fight for 
clean air. 

f 

AMERICAN JOBS ACT 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, the 
President has offered a clear path for-
ward to put the country back to work, 
help small business succeed and hire, 
provide tax relief for our workers, and 
rebuild America. 

The American Jobs Act will provide 
an immediate boost to our economy 
through job creation and tax relief for 
American workers and businesses. Spe-
cifically, this plan will prevent teacher 
layoffs and keep firefighters and police 
officers on the job. 

It will support the modernization of 
at least 35,000 public schools across the 
country to ensure that every student 
has access to a 21st century education. 
This plan will create even more jobs by 
investing in America’s crumbling in-
frastructure by rebuilding our roads, 
rebuilding our railways, and rebuilding 
our airports. 

Finally, the American Jobs Act will 
cut payroll taxes in half for at least 160 
million workers next year, allow more 
Americans to refinance their homes at 
today’s near 4 percent interest rates, 
and provide incentives for employers to 
hire long-term unemployed workers. 

Madam Speaker, Americans across 
this country are counting on this Con-
gress to swiftly act to create jobs and 
rebuild our economy. 

f 

HEALTH CARE 

(Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, when the health care 
bill known as ObamaCare was being de-
bated in this Congress, Republicans 
said the bill would bankrupt our coun-
try, ration care for seniors, and cost 
Americans jobs. 

Well, that’s exactly what will be hap-
pening if the new provision of the law 
goes into effect next week. Unelected 

Washington bureaucrats have ignored 
calls from Congress asking for a delay 
in Medicare cuts to skilled nursing fa-
cilities and rehab centers. 

My colleagues know that I have a 
reputation for being one of the more 
fiscally conservative Members of Con-
gress. I understand the need for cuts. 
But as one medical professional re-
cently said: ‘‘If I’m told I need an am-
putation, I’d like to know what limb is 
being cut off.’’ 

The administration is proposing a 
reckless cut of nearly 13 percent to 
skilled nursing facilities and rehab 
centers. Eighty percent of the overhead 
at these facilities is staffed, meaning 
the people who take care of our seniors 
will be the first to lose their jobs. Re-
ceiving a lower quality of care at rehab 
centers means there’s a greater chance 
that patients will spend more time at a 
costly hospital, resulting in higher 
overall costs. 

Madam Speaker, this isn’t common 
sense. This policy isn’t thinking smart. 
Our seniors deserve better, and I 
strongly urge the administration to re-
consider their position. 

f 

b 1230 

ARTIFICIAL PANCREAS TO HELP 
TREAT DIABETES 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to express my 
strong support for the artificial pan-
creas, which will transform the way we 
treat diabetes in our country. Millions 
of Americans have diabetes. Diabetes 
accounts for approximately $174 billion 
in health care costs in the U.S. each 
year, 32 percent of our Medicare ex-
penditures. 

Studies show that tight control of 
blood glucose levels significantly re-
duces or delays the development of dia-
betic complications. Most patients 
with diabetes cannot achieve tight glu-
cose control with traditional diabetes 
tools. Erratic blood glucose levels can 
cause devastating complications, in-
cluding kidney failure, blindness, nerve 
damage, amputations, heart attack, 
and stroke. 

The artificial pancreas can allow in-
dividuals suffering from diabetes to 
regulate their blood glucose levels 
using an insulin pump and a sensor. 
The system can prevent low and high 
glucose levels and help individuals 
with diabetes avoid the worst and most 
costly complications while allowing 
them to remain healthy until a cure is 
found. 

In April of this year, 250 Members of 
the House, myself included, and 60 Sen-
ators sent a letter to the FDA urging 
them to approve the artificial pan-
creas. I am encouraged by FDA’s re-
sponse to have a decision by December. 

END BURDENSOME REGULATIONS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, since this year began, 
the United States House has put forth 
measure after measure to incentivize 
growth and end burdensome regula-
tions, only to see them stall in the 
Senate and be ignored by the Presi-
dent. 

Two years after passage of the stim-
ulus, unemployment remains at stag-
gering levels, despite billions of dollars 
still sitting in government coffers. It 
was my hope that the President would 
move past his stimulus spending pro-
posals and offer real economic relief. 
While some of the President’s proposals 
put forward in his Joint Session speech 
merit consideration, this bill is no sub-
stitute for the targeted, long-term poli-
cies needed to empower private sector 
investment by facilitating an economic 
climate where businesses have the con-
fidence to hire workers and take on 
new endeavors. 

We’re not talking about real, pro- 
growth tax reform and regulatory re-
lief because it sounds good. It’s what 
our economy needs, and badly. 

It’s time for Congress—both Cham-
bers—and the President to recognize 
the pressing need for real tax relief and 
aggressive regulatory reform. It’s time 
for a new direction, and it’s time for 
action. 

f 

PASS THE AMERICAN JOBS ACT 

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, I 
want to commend the President for the 
American Jobs Act. This bill gets 
squarely behind the program of putting 
our country back to work and rebuild-
ing the Nation. 

As you go around and you talk to 
people, Americans understand implic-
itly that we have to rebuild this coun-
try and make it strong. That means a 
lot of things, but, first and foremost, it 
means investing in our infrastructure, 
rebuilding our bridges, tunnels, and 
highways; and this bill would put re-
sources towards that task, investing in 
human capital, education, innovation, 
technology, entrepreneurship. This bill 
would make sure that teachers go back 
to work so they can teach our young 
people in the classroom, investing in 
strong communities. 

This bill would support resources for 
our firefighters, put more police offi-
cers out there on the beat. That’s in-
vesting in communities. We have to re-
build this country. The American Jobs 
Act does that. Let’s pass the American 
Jobs Act, put this country back to 
work. 
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