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we’ve enjoyed go right down the tubes. 
It’s up to the American people, and it’s 
up to us in Congress to take the bull by 
the horns and deal with this. 

So I say to my colleagues, please, pay 
attention to what I’ve said tonight. 
You may not agree with everything, 
but if you’ll study the things that I’ve 
studied and look at what’s going on in 
Europe, you’ll understand very clearly 
that what I’ve said has merit, and we 
need to do it. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

JOBS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. TONKO) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. TONKO. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 

It’s an important topic these days 
when we refer to jobs—jobs in America, 
jobs that we retain, jobs that we cre-
ate. 

The overwhelming issue right now in 
the minds and hearts of constituents 
across this country, I firmly believe, is 
about the dignity of work, jobs that 
need to be strengthened out there in 
number so as to provide for the oppor-
tunity for people to dream the Amer-
ican Dream, the American Dream of 
home ownership, of education for their 
children, of higher education pursuits, 
so as to unleash the skills and the tal-
ents and the passions of the next gen-
erations of workers. 

Training, retraining programs to en-
able the human infrastructure required 
as an investment in the work zone of 
America is an important aspect of the 
investment that we need to make 
through policy reforms and policy 
strengthening and resource advocacy 
that we could do here in the Halls of 
Congress, on the floor of the House of 
Representatives to enable us to fill 
those coffers with the quality invest-
ments that need to be made from a 
human infrastructure perspective to a 
capital infrastructure, and certainly to 
a physical infrastructure as we go for-
ward and allow this country to utilize 
its intellectual capacity, to use the 
brainpower of these United States to 
enable us to compete and compete ef-
fectively in a way that acknowledges 
that the jobs market, the jobs created, 
the jobs retained through advocacy 
here in Washington can speak to the 
ultimate highest priority that people 
have established for all of us who are 
serving, regardless of political persua-
sion or philosophical mindsets. 

As we serve this Nation, we can best 
provide for an outcome of jobs that are 
created in our society. There is no 
stronger need. There should be no 
stronger commitment. The President 
showcased that when he was hosted 
here in the House of Representatives 
with a joint session of Congress. And 
the room was filled. The gallery was 

packed as people witnessed the very 
passionate speech from the leader of 
the free world. 

As President Obama laid forth his vi-
sion, his plan, his initiatives, his goals 
for the American people, the House of 
Representatives and Members of the 
United States Senate got to hear first-
hand what that effort is all about. Peo-
ple listened with intent to move for-
ward with that blueprint for our fu-
ture, a blueprint that would strengthen 
our economy and have an impact 
across the world. 

We have this opportunity now to 
work in a multipartisan way in a bi-
cameral response to what the President 
has highlighted to be his plan for jobs 
here in America. 

I was happy to note that amongst his 
arguments, amongst his priorities hap-
pens to be the creation of an innova-
tion economy, a response perhaps to an 
innovation economy that finds us as an 
‘‘idea-ist’’ society investing in those 
ideas, investing in ideas that get 
moved along perhaps to a prototype 
that moves along to a manufacturing 
sector. 

b 1520 

I, before entering the Halls of Con-
gress, before being elected to the House 
of Representatives, served as president 
and CEO of NYSERDA, the New York 
State Energy Research and Develop-
ment Authority. It is nationally recog-
nized for its cutting-edge work being 
done in the science and tech aspects of 
high tech. By the way, in the district 
that I represent, the 21st Congressional 
District in New York State, much 
about the Capital Region and Mohawk 
Valley and Schoharie Valley of upstate 
New York have been dubbed recently 
by Brookings Institute to be the hot-
test territory, the strongest hub, the 
most active region in the country for 
green collar job growth. That’s a feath-
er in our cap; and if someone wants to 
see investment happening, it’s there in 
the Capital Region of New York. 

It took a partnership with academia 
and State government and Federal 
Government, yes; but it also was a 
partnership with the private sector, 
where great investments were made by 
the private sector in this high-tech 
agenda—in the science and tech agen-
da, nanoscience, semiconductor, ad-
vanced battery manufacturing. Now, 
that is somewhat clustering in its con-
cept to draw more and more start-ups 
and entrepreneurial efforts and work-
ers who are clustering in this way, with 
academia getting invested in the re-
search aspects. 

I mention that because the innova-
tion economy is something that re-
ceived high focus and an inordinate 
amount of attention in the speech 
made by the President. He understands 
and he has professed—and I agree with 
his assessment—that whoever wins this 
global race on innovation will emerge 
the exporter—the kingpin, if you will— 
of the global economy, the exporter of 
energy intellect and innovation and 

ideas that will enable us to, in a way, 
mimic the success stories of the space 
race—a global race that found fewer 
partners but found the United States of 
America being victorious. 

That all began, I believe, with a set-
back. Sometimes failure is a misunder-
stood gift. In this case, through the 
Sputnik moment, America, in its de-
feat, had to stand up and dust off its 
backside and commit with passion, as 
experienced with the words of John F. 
Kennedy, who said we’re going to do 
this effort of investing in the space 
race not because it’s easy but because 
it’s hard; and that attitude, that tone, 
that passion, that commitment, that 
resolve produced a winning moment, a 
winning moment when we were the 
first to achieve the daunting task of 
landing a person first on the Moon. 

As a Nation, we took great pride in 
that event that happened some 40-plus 
years ago. It was more than the magic 
moment of landing a person on the 
Moon and the infamous quote that 
talked about the giant leap for man-
kind. It was the unleashing of tech-
nology and untold aspects of our world, 
of our society, where technology 
reached communications and energy 
generation and education and health 
care, to name a few segments of activ-
ity out there. 

That was a profound statement made 
by America and her brain power, Amer-
ica and her will—her will to invest in 
her people and in a mission that 
brought us together as a Nation, where 
everyone joined in the efforts to fine- 
tune the best way by which to pursue 
that mission. What happened really 
raised America. Her leadership poten-
tial, her leadership recognition in the 
global community became profoundly 
enhanced, and it was not just tech-
nology entering these different seg-
ments of our society but of bolstering 
all these aspects, the different sectors 
of our economy, and of course impact-
ing not just for Americans but for peo-
ple worldwide the quality of life that 
we enjoy, the opportunity to strength-
en services, to be able to bring us to-
gether in almost a village capacity as a 
world simply because of technology. 

Today, I would remind my colleagues 
in the House of Representatives and 
our partners down the Hall in the 
United States Senate that we have 
that same moment, that same chal-
lenge, that same need to resolve with 
passion again, to go forward—to go for-
ward with a mission that allows us to 
invest in a clean-energy society, in a 
clean-energy economy into an innova-
tion agenda. Think of it. We have so 
many opportunities here. We have com-
mitted so many times over to public 
and private aspects of research and de-
velopment, of investment of research 
that leads to ideas or ideas that are 
built by that research to a greater ca-
pacity and then shared in a way that 
builds and develops the prototype that 
then creates the manufacturing aspect. 

We’ve seen it with the chips manu-
facturing in my district. Perhaps the 
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largest such construction of a chips 
manufacturing facility in all of Amer-
ica is taking hold in the region, in the 
area that I call home. That is enabling 
us to think beyond usual terms. We’re 
thinking of chips applied to agri-
culture, chips applied to health care, 
chips applied to the education world. 
That is a marvel in and of itself, and 
it’s enabling the best minds to cluster 
in an area like that which I represent, 
which is the 21st Congressional District 
in upstate New York in the Capital Re-
gion. 

That’s the investment that I believe 
America not only requires but that 
Americans are demanding of their lead-
ers, leaders that occupy these seats 
here in Washington in the Halls of Con-
gress. That’s what they’re asking for— 
that sort of investment, that sort of 
magical quality that we have seen 
throughout her history. 

It’s replete with sagas of success that 
began oftentimes with hyphenated 
Americans in their first generation of 
connection to these soils investing in a 
way with this brightness of ideas com-
ing from blue-collar workers, who en-
abled us to take a region like that 
which I represent and allow it to in-
spire a westward movement and an in-
dustrial revolution because, in the 
heartlands of the 21st Congressional 
District, we were the hosts to an Erie 
Canal/barge canal history. 

What that pathway, that waterway 
pronounced with its own presence is 
the opportunity to build a Port of New 
York that then gave birth to a neck-
lace of communities, dubbed ‘‘mill 
towns,’’ that became these epicenters 
of invention and innovation. It was 
perhaps the first high-tech revolution 
taking hold in the 21st Congressional 
District of New York. It was there that 
all sorts of product lines were con-
ceived and then further developed and 
then realized in the marketplace 
around the world, and these product 
lines inspired continued progress. 

That’s the sort of ilk that is Amer-
ican and uniquely American. That is 
the sort of investment that enabled us 
to produce these tremendously power-
ful chapters in our Nation’s history, 
and it should be the inspiration. 

These moments should be the inspi-
ration for us to do the correct thing 
today: for us to understand that we do 
not cut our way to prosperity, that we 
do not cut our way to opportunity, but 
that certainly we can invest our way to 
opportunity and invest our way to a 
new economy, a stronger outcome, an 
investment in our working families, an 
opportunity for people to truly dream 
the American Dream. That’s how we 
will survive. That’s how we will meet 
the test in the present moment. 

The President has challenged Con-
gress—and rightfully so. This is not a 
time for political gamesmanship. This 
is not a time for simple negative re-
sponse or rejection of a political kind. 

b 1530 
This is about working as a team, ex-

ecutive branch with legislative branch, 

Republicans with Democrats, Senators 
with House of Representatives mem-
bership. That’s what we can accom-
plish here if we set our hearts and our 
minds and our souls to an agenda that 
is in keeping with the tradition, the 
deeply rooted and powerful tradition of 
job creation in our society. 

Think of it. Throughout our years, 
whether it was President Lincoln in 
the development of rail or Governor 
DeWitt Clinton in New York with the 
development of an Erie Canal, or Presi-
dent Eisenhower in the development of 
an interstate system, or President Roo-
sevelt and the Corps that went 
throughout this great country of ours 
State by State and built the infrastruc-
ture that really was a need for this 
country at a time when we were hurt-
ing from a grossly high unemployment 
statistic. 

That’s America at her best, at her 
brightest. It’s her shining moment. The 
President is imploring all of us, as 
Members, as leadership in the Houses, 
to allow for America to have her next 
shining moment. Challenges in dif-
ficult times can produce the most deep, 
profound, uninhibited, unrestricted be-
havior, and we have that opportunity. 
We have that opportunity here to re-
spond with this innovation economy. It 
takes investment. 

As I indicated, when I served as presi-
dent and CEO of NYSERDA, and before 
as energy chair for some 15 years in the 
New York State Assembly with the 
New York State legislature, it took an 
appropriate policy and then an invest-
ment that would enable us to respond 
in nontraditional terms, to be able to 
go forward with the kinds of intellec-
tual response to deeply rooted con-
cerns. 

Think about it. We dismantled a mo-
nopoly situation for utility purposes, 
electric utility purposes, and chose 
through an administrative order with 
then-Governor Pataki to go forward 
with a competitive quality in our util-
ity outreaches in New York State, a 
system designed for a monopoly setting 
that has to be adjusted to not only 
wheel electrons from region to region 
within our State, but from State to 
State, from State to New York State, 
and then from country to New York 
State. 

So that took improvement that need-
ed to be made in policy and in resource 
advocacy. I saw from my positioning in 
NYSERDA the benefits that came 
when we invested in research and de-
velopment. Now, granted, all the sto-
ries, all the situations, all the sce-
narios within the research and develop-
ment opportunities are not necessarily 
success stories. But without the dive 
into that opportunity, we will never 
feel the splash of success. 

So many of those situations become 
a winning outcome. And when we have 
such an outcome, we are able to move 
forward and allow for us to even dream 
of the notion of enhancing our energy 
independence. 

We cannot remain so gluttonously 
dependent upon fossil-based fuels to be 

our solution for our energy crisis. We 
simply cannot. We cannot. We need to 
make certain that we commit to an in-
novation cycle that enables us to 
dream outside the ordinary, to think 
beyond the barrel, think outside the 
barrel in the case of energy reform. 

And those formats, those trans-
formations need to again encourage the 
investment in higher education, in edu-
cation, because we need, as early as the 
pre-K setting, to encourage the devel-
opment of our students, especially with 
the shortfall of engineers that we are 
producing in our society, and sci-
entists. 

Education in itself has the need for 
many reforms, but one of the areas of 
targeted concentration needs to be the 
increased numbers of individuals, espe-
cially in atypical formats with young 
women and students of color who need 
to be encouraged to pursue along the 
pathways of engineering and science. 
So we begin that investment but then 
we go forward with that cultivation of 
ideas that begins with the investment 
of the intellect of America, and what I 
witnessed were wonderful opportuni-
ties. We had witnessed all sorts of im-
provements to renewables, that was 
part of the NYSERDA agenda. 

We saw all sorts of opportunities like 
kinetic hydropower where we would ac-
tually be able to do turbine-type set-
tings in an ordinary wind turbine ac-
tivity, but beneath the turbulence of 
water, to use the turbulence of water 
to crank out the energy supplies that 
we required. In a State like New York 
it holds vast potential. It holds tre-
mendous potential. 

The R&D commitment was there, the 
refinements came through the Depart-
ment of Energy lab where they re-
viewed the product, saw where some of 
the weaknesses might be, engineered 
the assembly, the design of the turbine 
itself and the assembly of that turbine, 
designed it, redesigned it, and now we 
grow more and more committed to the 
opportunity for some of this use of tur-
bulence of water to respond to our en-
ergy needs. 

That’s just one small sampling in one 
agency and one State of how we can 
grow the opportunities. Investing in 
battery manufacturing that enables us 
to respond to that linchpin that is our 
connector to investment into the fu-
ture that enables us to, again, draw 
this energy independence agenda to-
gether in a way that not only grows 
our economy and protects our con-
sumers and strengthens American job 
opportunities, but really creates a cut-
ting-edge sort of job opportunity 
where, for the first time, these jobs ap-
pear on the radar so that we can begin 
to provide hope to individuals who may 
have that genius within them and will 
pursue that as a career path. But it be-
gins with individual voices, individual 
voices in the House speaking to those 
issues of jobs and creation of jobs and 
investing in an innovation economy, 
investing in workers. 

Certainly no one has been stronger in 
that attempt than my colleague, my 
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friend from Kentucky’s Third District. 
Representative JOHN YARMUTH has 
been a champion on the floor. He has 
been a champion at home speaking to 
the need for jobs in America, Make It 
in America, which is a mantra which 
he and I and our colleagues in the 
Democratic Caucus have adopted. 

Representative YARMUTH, it is great 
to have you join us for this hour. Wel-
come, and I know you have been such a 
strong voice for jobs not only for Ken-
tucky but for Americans coast-to- 
coast. 

Mr. YARMUTH. I thank my friend 
from New York. 

It’s a great pleasure to talk about 
the subject that’s on every American’s 
mind, and that is, how do we rebuild 
America, how do we put Americans 
back to work, and how do we recreate 
the kind of America that we all once 
admired and will admire again? 

You’ve talked about a very incred-
ibly important element of the job cre-
ation agenda, and that is research and 
development. It’s clear that the jobs 
that we look forward to in the next 
generation, and the generation after 
that, are jobs that probably don’t exist 
today. We’re going to find them. We’re 
going to discover them. And if we don’t 
do it, they will be invented somewhere 
else, and that’s why the initiatives 
that you have been talking about in 
the energy field are so critical. 

But I would like to talk today about 
a job opportunity that exists right 
now. The President referenced this in 
his speech last Thursday night, and I 
thought he was incredibly powerful and 
articulate in doing that. Because what 
he did was connect the dots. And when 
he talks about infrastructure and jobs, 
that’s something that most Americans 
can understand. 

When we built the interstate high-
way system, that created an awful lot 
of jobs, and it also established an infra-
structure that has enhanced our com-
mercial activity throughout this coun-
try for more than a half a century. And 
now today we have a gap in that inter-
state highway system, and it happens 
to be in my community. 

Just last Friday, the bridge called 
the Sherman Minton Bridge which 
spans the Ohio River between Louis-
ville, Kentucky, and New Albany, Indi-
ana, was shut down because of struc-
tural deficiencies. So when the Presi-
dent speaks of infrastructure deteriora-
tion throughout the country and the 
thousands and thousands of bridges 
that need to be repaired, he didn’t 
know at that time, the next day, one 
would become more than an abstract 
theory; it would become a reality. 

b 1540 

We saw this, unfortunately, in Min-
nesota. We hopefully have averted a 
similar disaster in my community. But 
in the meantime, this bridge which was 
built 50 years ago which was examined 
just 2 years ago and judged to be struc-
turally fine, because of advances in 
analysis of certain steel products, they 

did a different kind of analysis this 
year and found cracks in the support 
system and had to shut the bridge 
down. 

What has this done? I–64, which be-
gins in Virginia and runs through Lex-
ington, Kentucky, and Louisville and 
on to St. Louis, it’s a major, major 
east-west artery of this country, and 
for this country’s both civilian and 
commercial traffic. About 90,000 vehi-
cles every day go across this bridge. 
Most of them in the morning come into 
Louisville; most of them in the after-
noon go out of Louisville into Indiana. 

Right now, all of that traffic is being 
diverted onto I–65. We have a great, 
centrally located community in Louis-
ville. Three interstates converge 
there—I–71, I–65 and I–64—and they all 
converge in a pretty similar spot ex-
cept now all that traffic that can no 
longer go on I–64 across the Sherman- 
Minton has to go across the I–65 bridge. 
That bridge is already taxed to its ex-
treme. It is operating at 25 percent 
more than it was envisioned to hold. 
Now 90,000 more vehicles are going to 
be coming across that bridge every 
day. 

So we don’t know yet what’s going to 
transpire with that Sherman-Minton 
bridge, whether it can be repaired, 
whether it is going to have to be con-
demned and rebuilt; but we do know if 
we had been making the kinds of in-
vestments in keeping our infrastruc-
ture current and modern and in mak-
ing those investments over time, we 
would have had many, many thousands 
more people at work, and we probably 
would have avoided this situation. 

So now this is both a very serious 
commercial and personal inconven-
ience, and I don’t want to go quite so 
far as saying it’s a disaster, but it is a 
very serious problem in my commu-
nity. But it also could be something 
where we put many Americans back to 
work as we either fix it or replace it. 

Again, we are at a time now where 
we have example after example, thou-
sands of these around the country. We 
are at a juncture where we can borrow 
money to do this at historically low 
levels, and we can put tens of thou-
sands of Americans back to work. 

So as a theory as espoused in the 
President’s speech Thursday night has 
become the reality in my community, 
it can become a reality of rebuilding 
America for all of us. 

Mr. TONKO. Representative YAR-
MUTH, let me add to your reality with 
my reality, one scenario being a couple 
of decades old now. In 1987, a bridge 
collapsed along the New York State 
Thruway system because of flooding. It 
came across a creek that you could 
walk across some years during the 
month of August. It had the CFS, the 
flow, equal to Niagara Falls with the 
flooding, and it wiped out a bridge. And 
I believe just about all of the tragedies, 
all of the loss of life, which was some 10 
or 11 people, were not from the area. So 
we are all at risk with these defi-
ciencies to which you alluded. So it is 

important for us to keep up the invest-
ments. 

As we saw this year, some 500-year 
records broken with hurricanes from 
the ravages of the waters of Irene and 
floods from the Tropical Storm Lee, 
wiped out infrastructure galore. And so 
now there is a need, a demand to have 
these bits of infrastructure restored 
and rebuilt; otherwise the economy 
suffers. 

I saw what rail meant to jobs in my 
district through the course of time. I 
saw what the canal meant not only for 
jobs in my district, but in the western 
movement, the industrial revolution. 
So infrastructure is important. I 
dwelled on innovation to economy, but 
you are so right to bring up the need 
for infrastructure and those improve-
ments. I thank you, Representative 
YARMUTH, for your thoughts and hang 
with us because this is an order where 
we want to talk about job creation. 

We are joined by yet another out-
spoken voice from Maryland’s Third 
Congressional District. Representative 
JOHN SARBANES is an outspoken advo-
cate for job creation in our society. He 
knows from the Maryland experience 
that we need jobs. By the New York ex-
perience, by which I measure it all, we 
need jobs. Representative SARBANES, 
thank you for being a leader in the 
House and advocating for not only 
Make It in America but job creation of 
all types. 

I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. SARBANES. I want to thank the 

gentleman for assembling us here 
today to talk about this critical issue 
of jobs. If you talk to the average 
American, the issue that they put at 
the top of the list and, frankly, it is 
the issue they have had at the top of 
their list for months now is the issue of 
jobs and creating jobs to get the econ-
omy moving again. 

You were just talking about the in-
frastructure issue. It would be one 
thing if our infrastructure was in ter-
rific shape, if we were sort of 100 per-
cent repaired right now and everything 
was new and shiny, and then we had 
this economic crisis and we were look-
ing around for ways to create good jobs 
to get ourselves back on our feet and 
there wasn’t these infrastructure 
projects out there to provide those 
jobs. But that’s not the case. 

As you point out, as Congressman 
YARMUTH just pointed out, you can 
look out your window and you can see 
evidence of the crumbling infrastruc-
ture across the country. So do we call 
that fortuitous? I don’t know how you 
would view it, but at a time when we 
are trying to create jobs in this coun-
try, the fact that our infrastructure 
needs to be rebuilt is a tremendous op-
portunity for the country. 

I commend the President because in 
his address the other night, he put re-
building the infrastructure front and 
center, not again just because it is a 
job-creation effort, although that is 
the number one premium that I think 
people are focused on, but because it 
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has to be done. The amount of produc-
tivity this country is losing because of 
the waste and inefficiency of having 
this crumbling infrastructure is mind 
boggling. So at the same time you are 
rebuilding a country and creating jobs 
that way, you are also strengthening 
the country so that going forward we 
can be more efficient and we can be 
more productive. 

But I want to extend this notion of 
rebuilding the country beyond just the 
physical infrastructure, because I 
think it also applies to the idea of 
strengthening our country in terms of 
human capital. We know we have to in-
vest in human capital. I think some of 
us are embarrassed when we look at 
these comparisons with other countries 
around the world in terms of how our 
students do in terms of math or 
science, or other important subject 
areas where the United States really 
should be at the forefront, we should be 
on the cutting edge so we can be com-
petitive, but we’re not there. 

So what do you do about that? Well, 
you rebuild the country in terms of in-
vesting in human infrastructure, in 
human capital and making the next 
generation as competitive and skilled 
as it can possibly be. 

Yesterday, I was in Baltimore. We 
were celebrating Adult Education and 
Literacy Week. There are 90 million 
people, according to the research, there 
are 90 million Americans who would 
benefit from literacy, and in particular 
adult education opportunities. When 
you are in an economy where things 
are moving fast, where some opportuni-
ties disappear and other ones appear, 
you need to be able to go back to our 
community college system and other 
resources to get your skills ready to 
meet the new challenge. We ought to 
be investing in that. 

I commend the President because 
when he came here the other night, not 
only did he talk about strengthening 
the physical infrastructure of the coun-
try, but he talked about the impor-
tance of investing in the human capital 
of this Nation, and I think every single 
American out there understands the 
imperative of rebuilding America. That 
can be our mantra. And when you re-
build America, you restore the Amer-
ican Dream. 

The greatest frustration that people 
are feeling these days is they say, I 
worked hard, I played by the rules, but 
I’m not getting the opportunities to 
move ahead; and when you rebuild this 
country, you restore that American 
Dream. You get us back to where we 
need to be as a Nation, and that’s what 
the American Jobs Act is intended to 
do. I think that’s the agenda that the 
Democratic Party here in Congress is 
putting forward with the President. I 
am glad to support that. So I thank 
you for pulling us together today to 
focus on this very, very important 
issue of job creation. 

Mr. TONKO. Representative SAR-
BANES, I couldn’t agree with you more. 
I have witnessed what happens when 

we invest in training, retraining, and 
apprenticeship programs in pre-K 
through 12, in graduate school, in 
undergrad campuses and research cen-
ters. I witnessed the inspiration that a 
cleanroom science course provided for 
a young man 30, 35 years old, unem-
ployed ready to leave our area. When 
he saw the cleanroom science at the 
local community college, which was an 
investment from the Federal Govern-
ment, he did a U-turn in his stated 
plans. 

b 1550 
This was something that was excit-

ing. This was something that spoke to 
his heart and soul. This was something 
he wanted to engage in. And that’s the 
opportunity that we can give people 
here. 

The story line of America is basic. As 
you say, give me that American 
Dream. Let me unleash my skills, my 
talents. Let me raise a family, build a 
home, and dream that American 
Dream. We owe it to America. 

And people have placed their faith in 
this jobs agenda. I can’t tell you how 
many times that I know we’ve talked. 
We’ve heard it from our colleagues. 
People believe in that Make It In 
America opportunity. They believe in 
tethering that dream, that American 
Dream, so that households, middle 
class—let’s rebuild that middle class. 
Let’s take those values of the middle 
class and make it happen. 

We’re happy you joined us. Another 
partner of ours, a colleague who has led 
us oftentimes during Special Order on 
making it in America, on jobs, none 
other than California’s 10th District 
Representative, JOHN GARAMENDI. 

Representative GARAMENDI, we often 
talk about the east coast-west coast. 
The message is unique. It’s common-
place across this country. Thank you 
again for your leadership on the floor 
on job creation. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. TONKO and 
Mr. SARBANES, thank you for being 
here. I’m delighted to be able to join 
you today talking about infrastruc-
ture. 

Earlier today, just a couple of hours 
ago, my office had representatives 
from the City of Davis, near Sac-
ramento, and another community, 
Woodland, both of them in Yolo Coun-
ty. They’re talking about an infra-
structure project. The water systems 
in those communities have, for 150 
years, depended on groundwater, but 
the groundwater is going bad. They 
need to develop a new water system— 
about $300 million, $400 million. They 
cannot continue with the present sys-
tem. They need help. But they also, in 
doing that, are going to be able to em-
ploy a vast number of people and put in 
place the infrastructure those commu-
nities need. We’re talking about the 
University of California, Davis campus, 
with about 27,000 students at that cam-
pus, bad water. They need to rebuild 
their water system. 

Right now, across America we’re 
looking at more than 2 million con-

struction workers, men and women 
that could build that water system for 
those communities. They’re out of 
work. Two million are out of work. 

The President came here last week 
and said Americans want to go back to 
work, they want a job, and he put for-
ward to this body—to the Senate, the 
House—a proposal, the American Jobs 
Act. The American Jobs Act, putting 
Americans back to work. 

You want to deal with the deficit? 
Take tax-takers, people that are unem-
ployed, and make them taxpayers. We 
can do this and simultaneously solve 
the long-term deficit problem of this 
Nation by growing the American econ-
omy once again with, as you were say-
ing so well, Mr. SARBANES, infrastruc-
ture projects. 

You were talking about east coast- 
west coast, Mr. TONKO. Twenty-seven 
hundred miles of American roads al-
most unfit for travel. This is the kind 
of project that the President wants: $50 
million to rebuild the American trans-
portation system so we can travel. 

Mr. TONKO. That measurement, I’m 
assuming, was made before some of the 
ravages of floods in portions of our 
country or the tragedies in Texas with 
the many fires. As the President pro-
poses this infrastructure improvement, 
there are those who are hurting right 
now who have been severely impacted 
by the ravages of the waters of Hurri-
cane Irene that went so far northeast 
and inland that they broke centuries 
worth of recordkeeping. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. TONKO, you 
and I were right here in the back of 
this House Chamber earlier today and 
you were sharing with me the stories. 
The reality in your district is these are 
your constituents who have been 
harmed. And we had our colleague, 
PETER WELCH from Vermont, who was 
also talking about the extraordinary 
damage done to the infrastructure in 
Vermont. As we rebuild those commu-
nities as part of this American Jobs 
Act, people go to work in those com-
munities and are able to once again 
stand on their own. 

Share with us some of the things that 
you’ve seen from your own district and 
the needs for infrastructure replace-
ment in your communities. 

Mr. TONKO. Well, it’s amazing be-
cause there are situations—I’ll first go 
to Representative WELCH’s district in 
Vermont—where Route 4 has been 
wiped out. It’s just about removed from 
the map. 

What was just a couple of miles 
worth of activity for some people to 
travel to work now becomes this tre-
mendous circuitous route that may 
even take you down into Massachu-
setts and back into eastern Vermont to 
get to the locations. It has made life 
nearly impossible. I have seen numbers 
of bridges wiped out in upstate New 
York, a tremendous amount of bridges, 
locks that have been compromised in 
the area that I represent. 

I talked about hosting the Erie Canal 
barge canal activity. The locks that 
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came in the second phase of that canal 
development are now tremendously 
devastated by the powerful force of 
water, homes that have been knocked 
out, but the infrastructure and land-
slides of roads that are disappearing 
and different opportunities now that 
are really demanding of an investment 
like this in order for us to go forward. 

As Representative SARBANES made 
mention, this is a part of the equation 
for success for jobs—not just jobs in 
the immediate zone to improve and re-
pair and construct some of this infra-
structure, but jobs in general. It is part 
of the equation of success. You have 
got to move that product line. You 
have got to deal with the freight 
issues. 

So it is incumbent upon us to re-
spond. If politics gets in the way here, 
it is grossly regrettable. It’s unaccept-
able to hold back this Nation simply 
because you choose to do a knee-jerk 
political response to a plan outlined by 
a President who has shown a vision 
here that is laser sharp about what 
needs to be done. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. You’re absolutely 
correct. The President’s American Jobs 
Act, which I’m embracing and I believe 
the Democratic Party has embraced, is 
one that is focused like a laser on the 
immediate challenge that America 
has—and that is: Employ Americans. 
Put Americans back to work. 

Another thing that’s in the bill—this 
is about schools. Forty-four percent of 
the principals across this Nation and 
all the schools across the Nation have 
reported that their school in one way 
or another is not satisfactory for stu-
dents: the bathrooms are not working, 
the playgrounds are falling apart, the 
roofs are leaking. 

We need to make American schools 
physically strong and pleasant for the 
students to be in. So this is a major 
piece of it. This also is improving the 
science laboratories. And the President 
has lined out about, I think, $30 billion 
to rebuild the American schools. It’s 
not just the schools that are going to 
benefit from that and the children that 
are in those classrooms and on the 
playgrounds, but it’s the Americans 
that need jobs, and they’ll get those 
jobs rehabbing and rebuilding the 
schools. 

Mr. TONKO. Earlier, Representative 
SARBANES talked, Representative 
GARAMENDI, about human infrastruc-
ture. It begins with sound schools that 
are not crumbling over the students’ 
heads but also an investment in edu-
cation. Just recently, during our Au-
gust district work period, I did a tour, 
a number of tours in my district with 
manufacturing. But one story pops into 
mind where a manufacturer in 
Schoharie County, a very rural county 
in my district, has utilized the efforts 
of its CAT Center—the Center for Ad-
vanced Technology—to come up with 
an idea that created automation so 
that he can remain competitive in the 
global sweepstakes. But he needs peo-
ple who are specifically trained and 

educated to run this automation aspect 
within his assembly process, and so it 
becomes very important that this 
human infrastructure is critical. 

I’m reminded all the time about a 
centuries-old saga and decades-old sto-
ries of what we used to manufacture in 
America. After doing it someplace else, 
the daunting challenge to America, to 
a sophisticated society, is build the 
products not yet on the radar screen. 
And that takes intellect. That takes 
genius that’s cultivated in our schools 
and in our colleges and our universities 
and research centers, and then we cre-
ate that product line that is brand new. 
But that’s a sophisticated society re-
sponding to a manufacturing challenge. 
And it begins with the human intellect; 
it begins with human infrastructure. 

Representative SARBANES, you’re so 
on target with that investment of cap-
ital infrastructure, physical infrastruc-
ture, and, indeed, human infrastruc-
ture, so thank you for bringing that 
into the discussion. 

b 1600 

Mr. SARBANES. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. TONKO. I yield to the gentleman 
from Maryland. 

Mr. SARBANES. I just want to echo 
this idea of investing in manufacturing 
in this country. 

The economists will tell you that a 
manufacturing job has a greater multi-
plier effect on the economy than any 
other kind of job that you can produce. 
So when you’re investing in manufac-
turing, when you’re creating manufac-
turing jobs, when you’re making it pos-
sible for Americans to make things in 
America, you’re having the maximum 
impact possible on the broader econ-
omy. So it makes sense to do this. 

Congressman GARAMENDI referred to 
the repair and investment in our public 
schools across the country that the 
President wants to do. Thirty-five 
thousand public schools would benefit 
that have projects waiting to move for-
ward. In other words, think about this; 
this is not a situation where you decide 
first that you’re going to go out and 
build infrastructure, and then you’ve 
got to go first do the design and the 
plans and everything else. 

I worked in Maryland for 8 years 
with the Baltimore City public school 
system, which at that time needed 
about $1.5 billion worth of repairs just 
to get back to sort of what would be an 
acceptable standard in terms of the 
physical plan of the Baltimore city 
school system. They know what they 
have to do. Those plans are complete, 
all the design specs are done, all they 
need is the resources to make it hap-
pen. They can start on those projects 
tomorrow. Are there workers out there 
to do it? You bet. There are millions of 
unemployed construction workers out 
there and others who are ready to step 
up and fill that void. So this is some-
thing you can do right away. That’s 
the beauty of it. That’s the beauty of 
what has been presented to us. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. They could start 
tomorrow if Congress acts today to 
pass the American Jobs Act. Because 
the resources—that is, the money— 
would be there tomorrow. The day the 
President signs this bill, those men and 
women could go to work rebuilding 
those schools. 

There is one other thing that’s in the 
President’s bill that I am really ex-
cited about because we’ve been talking 
about this forever and a day around 
here, and that is, Make it in America. 
There is a buy-America provision in 
this legislation. So when they go out 
and buy the paint, redo the heating and 
air conditioning system, those are 
going to be American-made paint, 
American-made air conditioners and 
heaters. That’s the kind of thing we 
can do. We can use the American tax-
payer money to rebuild the American 
manufacturing industry, just as you 
said. We can do it. It’s billions of dol-
lars of American money in transpor-
tation, bridges, roads, buses, and trains 
used for American-made equipment, 
making it once again in America. This 
is exciting. This is really rebuilding 
the manufacturing base. 

Mr. TONKO. To Representative SAR-
BANES’ point, every year that’s wasted, 
that is allowed to pass by, youngsters 
in the third, fourth, fifth grade, what-
ever, will never have the experience 
they ought to. So we’re letting down 
the workers of tomorrow by this delay, 
by this resistance, this recalcitrance of 
a political order that is unacceptable. 

I will just make the point that Wynn 
Kintz, who is the owner of the facility 
that I toured in Schoharie County, said 
that he reaches the community col-
leges routinely because he needs that 
upgraded skill set. There are manufac-
turing jobs across this country for 
which they need skilled labor, and if we 
walk away from that investment in 
human infrastructure, we’ve denied 
progress for this country. 

We’ve been joined by an outspoken 
advocate for jobs—I mean a very loud 
voice because we’ve heard the volume 
cranked up—as the chair of our Demo-
cratic Caucus and the Representative 
of Connecticut’s First Congressional 
District, and that is none other than 
Representative JOHN LARSON. 

Representative LARSON, thank you 
for joining us in this Special Order. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. I am 
honored to join the gentleman from 
New York, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, and the gentleman from Mary-
land. 

Martin Luther King once described 
the need to act as the ‘‘fierce urgency 
of now.’’ Nothing is more important to 
the American people, nothing is more 
important to anyone listening to this 
broadcast than seeing this country go 
back to work. 

Representative GARAMENDI talked 
very eloquently about Make It in 
America. People want to see jobs cre-
ated in this country and want to see 
Americans back to work because we all 
know that when we put America back 
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to work by making things here in 
America, that it provides the oppor-
tunity for every American to succeed. 

The President has called upon Con-
gress to act. He did so in a speech last 
week. We need to respond now. He did 
so in bipartisan fashion, citing bills 
that have come from both sides of the 
aisle. Congress as an institution should 
be about the vitality of ideas that you 
heard expressed here this evening but 
then turned into a plan of action that 
sees us lowering our unemployment 
rate. 

It is simply unacceptable that Con-
gress would dawdle while 14 million 
Americans are unemployed and a sum 
total of 25 million Americans are un-
deremployed. The time schedule that 
Congress has here should be expanded 
so that we’re working every day to see 
that Americans are put back to work. 
Fourteen million Americans are crying 
out for the President’s proposal to be 
enacted, to see this body take action. 
They are tired of the endless bickering 
between both sides and want to see ac-
tion taking place in this body. My col-
leagues have outlined very specific pro-
posals that will achieve those goals. 

We’ve just witnessed one of our col-
leagues who spoke so eloquently—and 
I’m referring to Mr. TONKO from New 
York State—about what has happened 
to his community, his district, the 
very character of which was changed 
because of a calamity, more than a 500- 
year level storm that ravaged the 
States of Connecticut, New York, and 
Vermont and left people not only des-
titute in terms of their very homes and 
their livelihood, but again, seeking 
what is fundamental to this country, a 
certain sense of fairness and shared 
sacrifice and commitment to helping 
out fellow Americans. What better way 
than rebuilding our country and start-
ing with those communities that have 
been ravaged. The youth that could be 
employed immediately in our urban 
and rural areas. The rebuilding, as Mr. 
GARAMENDI has said, of roads and 
bridges and sewage systems. And fire 
departments and public schools with 
broadband to light up the desktops of 
our children and the blackboards and 
white boards, if you will, of our teach-
ers so that we can once again assume 
our rightful position as the preeminent 
economic leader in this global econ-
omy. 

We had Professor Dr. Joseph Stiglitz 
speak before the caucus today. And he 
said it very clearly—that job creation 
equals deficit reduction. We are not 
talking across the aisle here; we need 
to come together as Americans. 

We witnessed this past weekend what 
can happen when America decides to be 
unified in common cause, as we did and 
as we responded after the events of 
September the 11th. We need to re-
spond to the crisis at hand, which is 14 
million Americans that are unem-
ployed, the devastation that it has 
wreaked on our economy, what it’s 
meant to our housing, what it’s meant 
to our education system, what it’s 

meant to our manufacturing base that 
Mr. GARAMENDI has talked about time 
and again on this floor. That’s what we 
have to do—reinvest in Americans. And 
in doing so, as Dr. Stiglitz, the pre-
eminent economist in this country, has 
indicated, we can both reduce our def-
icit by more than 25 percent and put 
America to work. What we need is ac-
tion from this Congress, from this 
House of Representatives. 

b 1610 
Bring the President’s bill to the 

floor. If you won’t bring the Presi-
dent’s bill to the floor, then engage the 
select committee that has a very spe-
cific timeframe with deadlines and 
dates and no cloture votes in the Sen-
ate, no poison pill amendments in the 
House, an up-or-down vote on jobs. 
That’s what the American people are 
demanding. That’s what you gentleman 
have so eloquently put forward here. 

Mr. TONKO. Chairman LARSON, we 
have precious few minutes left. I’ll 
make a few comments and then yield 
to my gentlemen colleagues as we close 
this Special Order hour. 

To me, you’ve identified it well. This 
country has had, throughout its his-
tory, its shining moments. This is our 
opportunity to invest in America’s 
next shining moment. It will take com-
mitment by the legislators here on the 
Hill in Washington, and encouraging 
and inspiring and building a tone that 
brings us together to think as one as a 
Nation, generation to generation to 
generation, region of the country to re-
gion of the country, political persua-
sion to opposite political persuasion, 
philosophy of difference to the philos-
ophy of another kind, moving together, 
coming together, understanding this is 
our defining moment. It’s our moment 
to create our next shining example of 
America at her best. 

Representative SARBANES, thank you 
for joining us. 

Mr. SARBANES. Thank you again, 
Congressman TONKO, for pulling us to-
gether this afternoon. I just want to 
make a couple of points. 

Echoing what Congressman LARSON 
said, if you look at just what happened 
over the last couple of weeks in terms 
of the disaster that hit the Eastern 
Seaboard, and you can look over the 
last few months across this country 
and see those sorts of disastrous effects 
happening to people, nobody would 
question that the Federal Government 
has an important role to play in com-
ing to the assistance of people that are 
in that dire situation. 

Whatever your larger philosophy is 
about whether government should be 
large or small and so forth, everyone 
agrees the government should be on 
the side of people that are facing such 
a desperate situation and should act 
quickly. So if we accept that propo-
sition, we also ought to think about 
the 14 million people, JOHN, that you 
referred to, who basically are facing an 
economic hurricane every single day. 

And it is the role, the appropriate 
role, the necessary role of the Federal 

Government taking those taxpayer dol-
lars and saying, we’re going to turn 
and help our fellow citizens in need, 
and we’re going to do it quickly, and 
we’re going to do it in a way that not 
only helps them, but is also good for 
the broader economy and will put peo-
ple back to work. 

Let me just finish with this last 
thought. I hope people watch this dis-
cussion, and I hope people keep track 
of who’s going to be supportive of the 
American Jobs Act and who’s not be-
cause there are going to be people in 
this Chamber who vote against it and 
drag their feet. And the reason I want 
people to pay attention is because peo-
ple are getting cynical out there. And I 
hope that it will cure some of their 
cynicism to see that there are folks, 
yes, here in Washington who are abso-
lutely determined to try to come to the 
assistance of people that are looking 
for good job opportunities out there. 

So pay attention because there are 
people here who want to do the right 
thing, and hopefully that’ll stop you 
from becoming so cynical. 

Mr. TONKO. Thank you very much. 
To Chairman LARSON and then Rep-
resentative GARAMENDI to close. 

I yield to Chairman LARSON. 
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Thank 

you again, PAUL, for organizing this 
Special Order. And I think JOHN SAR-
BANES said it well. The gentleman from 
Maryland spoke eloquently about the 
need for us to act and the need for us 
to act now. 

It has been a storm. It has been a 
hurricane for the 14 million people that 
are unemployed, and for their families; 
and all Americans are asking is the 
simple dignity that comes from being 
able to look across the table at your 
spouse and your family and let them 
know that they are safe and secure be-
cause you have a job and you are pro-
viding for them. 

Mr. TONKO. I yield to Representa-
tive GARAMENDI to close. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. TONKO, thank 
you for bringing us together. Yester-
day, the President delivered to this 
Chamber a comprehensive American 
Jobs Act, employment for perhaps 2, 
maybe more than 2, million Americans 
immediately available as soon as this 
Congress acts. And it is fully paid for. 
It will not add to the deficit. It is fully 
paid for through a series of tax in-
creases on the superwealthy, and the 
oil companies finally having to give up 
our tax money that they’ve enjoyed for 
more than a century as a subsidy. 

We can do this. We must do this. We 
must put America back to work. And 
in doing so, we will be able to deal with 
the deficit because Americans have 
come, once again, taxpayers, and we 
have created the critical investments 
in individuals, in education, in infra-
structure and in small businesses, all 
of whom will benefit from the Amer-
ican Jobs Act. 

It’s our responsibility, it is our op-
portunity, it is America’s opportunity 
to go back to work. 
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Mr. TONKO, thank you for bringing us 

together. 
Mr. TONKO. It’s been my pleasure 

and honor to work with you gentlemen. 
With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 

the balance of my time. 
f 

HOW IT ALL FITS TOGETHER 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

GOWDY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
is recognized for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, this is 
a tough time in our American history. 
I was a history major at Texas A&M. I 
knew I owed the Army 4 years for the 
scholarship I had. I had been really in-
spired by American history in high 
school by Sam Parker, my teacher, my 
Scoutmaster. So I know a little bit 
about our history. I know a lot about 
world history as well. And it’s impor-
tant to take things in perspective, es-
pecially speeches here in Washington 
and take them from the perspective of 
how it all fits together. 

Now, we have been in this Chamber, 
and I was sitting right back there on 
the aisle, and we had the President of 
the United States standing right there. 
I was on a direct line of sight to eye-to- 
eye with the President, except his eyes 
cut right into the teleprompter each 
time he looked my way so I don’t think 
we ever made eye contact. But he kept 
telling us over and over, 16, 17 times, I 
didn’t count them, I’ve been told, but 
he said we’ve got to pass this bill right 
now, right now. This bill, right now. 

Well, unfortunately, last Thursday, 
when the President was saying we’ve 
got to pass this bill right now, there 
was no bill. There was no plan. He 
talked about his plan. He talked about 
his bill. They didn’t have it quite ready 
yesterday until later. And we kept 
harassing the White House, saying we 
want to get a copy of the bill. We need 
a copy of the bill. You’ve said pass the 
bill now. Do we not get to even have a 
copy of the bill before we have to pass 
it, or would it be okay if we could, you 
know, see it before we pass it? You 
know, it might be a good idea to file it 
at some point if we’re going to pass a 
bill. That’s just my thinking. 

And so the White House was kind 
enough, late yesterday, to e-mail a 
copy of the bill. We got it up on our 
Web site at gohmert.house.gov. For 
others who are intrigued by the prom-
ises that have been made and what it 
actually does, let’s see. It’s called Sav-
ing Obama’s Job. No, I’m sorry. Amer-
ican Jobs Act is the name of it. 

It’s interesting to hear somebody 
talk about their bill and then get it 
and dig through. I think I finished 
about 5 this morning going through all 
155 pages of the bill. And it’s most in-
teresting. Some of these things I’m 
going to have to talk to people who 
have more expertise in particular 
areas. Some things it’s pretty obvious 
what they say. 

Page 6, he gets right into payroll tax 
relief. And again, as the person who 

came up with the idea for a tax holiday 
as a way to stimulate the economy 
back nearly 3 years ago, and as a per-
son who, in January of 2009, told the 
President personally about my idea for 
a tax holiday. Moody’s rated a tax holi-
day as increasing the GDP. It looks 
like more than other stimulus pro-
posals. That was back in 2009, before 
this President squandered $4.5 trillion 
above and beyond the amount around 
$2.2 trillion or so a year that was com-
ing in. It’s shocking that we could go 
through that much money. 

b 1620 

Of course we had 2 years, the first 2 
years with the same party in power in 
the House and Senate as is in the 
White House. And as I found in my first 
term in 2005 and 2006, sometimes when 
you have the same party in the White 
House and in the House and Senate, if 
the people in Congress are not ade-
quately restrained and cannot ade-
quately restrain themselves, there ends 
up being a big spending frenzy. 

In 2006, again, my second year in 
Congress, we spent over $160 billion 
more than we took in. Democrats 
across the aisle rightfully tore after 
Republicans. How could you spend $160 
billion more than what we had coming 
into the Treasury? And they were right 
to do so. We should not have spent $160 
billion more than we had coming in. 

Ironically, President Bush in 2008 had 
a bill passed by the Democratic-con-
trolled House and Senate, a stimulus 
bill that opened the door a bit to these 
stimulus frenzies. And $40 billion of 
that $160 billion, as I recall, was going 
to be going to people who didn’t pay 
any income taxes, as a rebate, which 
caused me to ask the President down 
here on the floor after the State of the 
Union, How do you give a rebate to 
people that didn’t put any ‘bate’ in? 

Then after that we had TARP. Presi-
dent George W. Bush is a good man. He 
is smarter than most of the people in 
this town wanted to give him credit 
for. One of the wittiest people you’ll 
ever want to be around. But he made 
the mistake of listening to, until now, 
the worst Treasury Secretary in the 
history of the country, Hank Paulson. 
And Paulson said, Look, give me $750 
billion; I can fix things. 

Well, that was a mistake. Anybody 
that read that bill would understand 
that was not a bill that should have 
ever passed; and if more people on the 
House floor had read the bill, I am con-
fident, I know they couldn’t have 
brought themselves to vote for it; but 
they didn’t read it, many didn’t. 

Well, that’s why I spent most of last 
night going through the President’s 
jobs bill. He does have some payroll tax 
relief. But compared to the payroll tax 
relief I was proposing, we were told it 
would be close to—if you just gave peo-
ple all of their tax money in their 
check, it didn’t need to come back 
from Washington. It would be in the 
check. If we passed it and the President 
had signed it on a Thursday, it would 

have been in their Friday check. All of 
the money, all of the taxes they paid. 

That would have stimulated the 
economy, and we wouldn’t have needed 
the government to say, Hey, let’s bail 
out GM and let’s bail out Chrysler, be-
cause if people had had their own 
money, they could have gone down and 
bought a car from the car manufac-
turer and dealer that they wanted to 
buy from instead of just throwing 
money at the car industry. 

I appreciated the GM commercial 
saying, We paid our money back. Un-
fortunately, that was not true. It was a 
misrepresentation. Still money owed. 
Anyway, I guess he would do well in 
Washington with that kind of men-
tality. 

The payroll tax relief provided here 
is just a fraction of what I was sug-
gesting in late 2008, 2009. The Presi-
dent, in fact, when I told him the idea 
in January of 2009, said, That’s a great 
idea. Have you talked to Larry? Talk-
ing about Larry Summers, who was 
right behind him at the time. I said, I’d 
love to talk to Larry Summers about 
it. 

Summers reached around and gave 
me a card. The card said, Give me a 
call. He never took my calls. I waited a 
week, and then he didn’t call me. I felt 
hurt, you know, like high school days 
when you’re trying to ask somebody on 
a date, and they say, Let me get back 
to you. Well, I was snubbed. He didn’t 
get back to me. Okay. Well, not the 
first time. 

So I relentlessly called, and I was 
given eventually to some young man 
who sounded like his voice was still 
changing, telling me to leave a mes-
sage, and I didn’t leave messages. And 
‘‘Larry,’’ as the President referred to 
him, never got back to me. And I un-
derstand he’s not over there now. 

But they called a tax holiday back in 
those days that got just a few bucks in 
people’s pocket. Nothing like the stim-
ulus would have been if people had been 
able to keep their own money, all of it, 
for a couple of months. 

Now, this wasn’t my motive. My mo-
tive was to stimulate. But there was a 
secondary occurrence that would have 
happened had we had a real tax holi-
day, even for 2 or 3 months. It would 
have been that workers across Amer-
ica, including union workers, would no-
tice, many of them for the first time it 
would really come home, how much 
money they’re sending to Washington 
every month and how much better 
their lives would be if they didn’t send 
that much money to Washington every 
month, if they had their own money to 
give to their own charitable causes, 
they had their own money to bail 
themselves out, their own money to 
stimulate their own household. Every-
body would have been better off. 

But that’s not the tack the President 
chose. He got what was originally tout-
ed to be an $800 billion stimulus, and he 
also had about $450 billion of the origi-
nal TARP that he and Secretary 
Geithner were able to find ways to 
squander. 
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