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Mr. Speaker, I am very concerned 

about going forward with a complex ap-
proach to the debt ceiling while thou-
sands of Americans are out of jobs, 
where airlines are taking money they 
should not take, while the FAA is shut 
down. We have many other problems to 
take care of while construction jobs 
are at a standstill. 

What about the vulnerable Ameri-
cans? That’s what my concern will be 
about as we go through these meetings 
and approach this floor today. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 18 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DENHAM) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of the Universe, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

We ask Your blessing upon those who 
have worked so hard these past few 
days to help bring our Nation to a level 
of security. Not all are completely sat-
isfied, but help us all to proceed gra-
ciously, remaining vigilant for those 
values held most dear while being just. 

In the days that come, help each 
Member to understand well and inter-
pret positively, as they are able, the 
positions of those with whom they dis-
agree. Grant to each the wisdom of Sol-
omon, and to us all the faith and con-
fidence to know that no matter how 
difficult things appear to be, You con-
tinue to walk with our Nation, as You 
have done for over two centuries. 

May all that is done today in the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. MIL-
LER) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 4 of House Resolution 
375, legislative business is not dis-
pensed with on this day. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

THE WINNERS TODAY ARE THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, today the agreement that we 
will be voting on is another example of 
the historic pivot here in Washington 
because never before in history has an 
increase in our Nation’s debt limit 
been tied to cuts in spending. 

No longer will the debate be about 
how much more is the Federal Govern-
ment going to spend; the debate now is 
how much spending is going to be cut. 

This legislation will require more 
than $2.1 trillion in Federal spending 
cuts; puts in place firm caps to hold 
down future spending; both Houses of 
Congress must have an up-or-down vote 
on a balanced budget amendment; it 
does not impose any job-killing tax in-
creases; it avoids a default on Federal 
obligations that would be disastrous to 
our economy; and it begins a process to 
put this Nation on a path to prosperity. 

We have so much more that still 
needs to be done, but this is further 
progress in turning the Federal Gov-
ernment toward fiscal sanity so we can 
leave a better America for our children 
and our grandchildren. 

ORDINARY FOLKS EXCLUDED 

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, it seems 
whenever important decisions are 
made by a few people inside a room in-
side the Beltway, ordinary folks are 
not only excluded from the room but 
seem to be excluded from the minds of 
the people in the room. 

I’m talking about ordinary folks 
working to keep their heads above 
water; ordinary folks working to keep 
their mortgage, keep their homes; re-
tirees living on a fixed income; stu-
dents hoping to have help in going to 
college; those who are working to im-
prove people’s health and our Nation’s 
energy supply—ordinary folks. 

What makes anyone think that a 
supercommittee of 12 people operating 
in a room inside the Beltway in No-
vember is going to do a better job look-
ing after the interests of ordinary 
folks. 

f 

REMEMBERING JUDGE MATTHEW 
J. PERRY 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, this weekend, South Carolina 
lost one of its greatest leaders, United 
States District Judge Matthew J. 
Perry. Judge Perry symbolized courage 
and leadership and was a towering fig-
ure during the civil rights movement of 
the 1950s through the 1970s. 

After having served in the U.S. Army 
from 1942 to 1945 as a sergeant in the 
Quartermaster Corps, Judge Perry 
graduated from South Carolina State 
with a B.S. in business. He went on to 
graduate from South Carolina State 
Law School in 1951. As a young attor-
ney, Judge Perry established his credi-
bility in South Carolina by defending 
many of the students protesting seg-
regation during sit-ins. 

In 1976, he was nominated by Senator 
Strom Thurmond to the U.S. Military 
Court of Appeals in Washington. In 
1979, he was the first African American 
to be appointed as a U.S. District 
Judge for South Carolina. He has been 
the recipient of the Order of the Pal-
metto, the highest civilian honor of the 
State of South Carolina. 

Our Nation has truly lost a legend 
who has made a difference for all of the 
people of South Carolina. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

DEBT CEILING LEGISLATION 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. This is a little dif-
ferent than the Reid bill we voted on 
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on Saturday. It actually increases mili-
tary spending $78 billion over the bill 
that we voted on on Saturday, and it 
decreases domestic spending by $80 bil-
lion. And it doesn’t end the wars, un-
like the Reid bill we voted on on Satur-
day. 

It has one specified cut—student fi-
nancial aid. That’s the only cut speci-
fied. What kind of world do you people 
live in? 

And, of course, it doesn’t ask a single 
thing of millionaires, billionaires, cor-
porations that avoid taxes. It doesn’t 
close a single loophole. It doesn’t ask 
one millionaire or billionaire just to go 
back to Clinton-era taxes. And it does 
nothing about our most serious deficit 
in this country, and that is the jobs 
deficit. 

Unless you really believe that tax 
loopholes, tax cuts, and cutting invest-
ment in aviation and surface transpor-
tation creates jobs on your planet, this 
bill creates none here today. 

f 

CRISIS OF DEBT 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, we are 
in the midst of a crisis. It’s not a crisis 
of a debt ceiling. It’s a crisis of debt, of 
Washington spending too much, not 
taxing or borrowing too little. The 
problem isn’t the debt ceiling; it’s the 
debt. We can no longer continue to 
commit generational theft by our un-
controlled spending habits to our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

Luckily, the Congress has made sig-
nificant progress in the first six budget 
bills in cutting real spending for this 
upcoming fiscal year. And House Re-
publicans have fundamentally changed 
the debate in Washington. We are no 
longer talking about job-killing tax in-
creases. We’re talking about spending 
cuts and long-term spending reform— 
our goals from day one. 

It’s time for President Obama and 
the Senate Democrats to join us in our 
efforts to control spending before time 
runs out. We must solve this crisis to 
encourage job creation and return 
America to its greatness. America’s 
great people are ready. 

f 

b 1210 

AND JUSTICE FOR ALL 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. It real-
ly is about justice for all. The question 
becomes as we go into our conferences 
and caucuses to discuss this new debt 
ceiling legislation: Who will this help? 

Will it help the small businesses, 
which are the backbone of America? 
Will it help the students who are now 
standing at the doors of colleges and 
seeing them slam shut? Will it help 
those in nursing homes who now, be-
cause of drastic cuts in Medicaid, will 

see their places of abode lost? Will it 
help the hospitals, which care for the 
sick, because there is no Medicare re-
imbursement or Medicaid? 

We are going to be looking at this to 
see how it helps or hurts the American 
people; but I tell you who it helps: big 
businesses. Are they going to now step 
in and create jobs? Because, when we 
cut across the board, public sector jobs 
will be cut all across America. 

It has always been the government 
that stoops and comes in to raise the 
American people up when there is a 
need. Are we going to help the return-
ing soldiers, 160,000-plus, who have 
PTSD? For those who want to come 
into the workplace, will the corporate 
sector now stand up and be counted? 

Will only the friends of the Repub-
licans be helped and not the poor and 
working Americans—where is the jus-
tice for all. That’s where we needed bi-
partisanship on something that has al-
ready been done a hundred times: the 
simple raising of the debt ceiling; in-
stead we have put the burden now on 
the backs of those who cannot speak 
for themselves. 

f 

ENCOURAGING THE IRON WILL OF 
SUCCESS IN AMERICA; A NATION 
PLUMMETING INTO MEDIOCRITY 

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. In-
stead of appealing to America’s great-
est aspirations, hopes, and dreams, 
there are those who are appealing to 
our basest character, using fear and 
envy and greed to prey upon those we 
are supposed to lead. We can no longer 
sow the seeds of this dependency, feed 
it with despair in hopes of reaping the 
benefits of power, all the while weak-
ening the iron will of this Nation and 
plummeting it into mediocrity. 

We must encourage inventiveness, 
entrepreneurship, and the risk that 
comes with leadership. We must not at-
tack and mock those who work hard. It 
is not a path to greatness but a road to 
mediocrity and servitude where people 
are encouraged not to reach for the 
stars but to grab what they can get 
from the government. 

Those who prey upon the fears of the 
weak insult them twice—once in trying 
to frighten them, another for believing 
they are too weak to understand 
they’re being fooled. We have had 
enough of unemployment, of the weak-
ening of our Nation, the drama of 
hand-wringing, the cowardice of blam-
ing, finger-pointing and deflection, in-
sults to opportunities of job creators, 
and the ransom we pay to other na-
tions in the form of energy, manufac-
tured goods and massive interest on 
our massive debt. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for leaders to 
stop using ‘‘success’’ as a dirty word 
and as a justification to take more and 
more from those who create jobs. 
Whether the worker wears a blue collar 

or a blue suit, all work is good and 
noble, and it is time to encourage, not 
to criticize, the work. 

f 

TO HOLD THE PRESIDENT 
ACCOUNTABLE 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Today, the 
Senate will begin debate on the debt 
ceiling agreement. It is being billed as 
a two-step approach to hold President 
Obama accountable: 

To hold the President accountable or 
to hamstring his agenda to revive and 
redirect our economy to domestic man-
ufacturing and clean energy—or to 
limit investment in infrastructure, 
education and health care? 

To hold our President accountable or 
to stifle our meager recovery to make 
it harder to create jobs and lower the 
unemployment rate? 

To hold our President accountable or 
to use the forced caps to undermine Re-
publicans’ main target—the Affordable 
Care Act? Saying there will be no cuts 
to Medicare services is a sham because 
cuts to Medicare providers will reduce 
beneficiaries’ access to needed care. 

To reduce domestic discretionary 
spending to the lowest level since Ei-
senhower years? We might as well re-
sign ourselves to giving up our place of 
leadership in the world. 

We do need a clean debt ceiling but 
with no conditions; and, yes, we need 
to reduce our deficit. I didn’t like the 
suggestion that all of the Bush tax cuts 
expire when I first heard it, but if we 
end them now, we could save $2.5 tril-
lion over the next 10 years. 

Not a bad place to start. 
f 

A BALANCED BUDGET, NOT A 
BALANCED APPROACH 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. At the beginning of the 
debt ceiling debate, House Republicans 
made it clear that if the President and 
congressional Democrats wanted us to 
pay their bills, they were going to have 
to commit to cutting up the credit 
cards. 

The simple truth is that in just 7 
months, House Republicans have al-
ready changed the broken political sys-
tem in Washington to move away from 
‘‘how much can we spend?’’ to focus on 
how we can stop spending money we 
don’t have. 

House Republicans have led the fight 
for controlling spending and saving our 
children and grandchildren from na-
tional bankruptcy, voting to actually 
shrink a Federal Government that has 
done nothing but expand for 40 years. 
The cuts may be small relative to the 
size of the problem, but the change in 
direction is historic. For the first time 
in the history of modern Federal budg-
eting, House Republicans will cut dis-
cretionary Federal spending for 2 
straight years. 
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