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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. POE of Texas).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 30, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TED POE to

act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day. We ask Your
special blessing upon the Members of
this people’s House. As so many Ameri-
cans have communicated to them this
past week, there is great concern for
our future.

Give all Members wisdom, patience,
discernment, and courage to use the in-
formation they have, the broader un-
derstanding of the national concerns,
and the responsibility they have been
given to lead this Nation into a bal-
anced and secure future.

Grant a double portion of a great
profit’s spirit. Bless them, O God, and
be with them and with us all this day
and every day to come. May all that is
done be for Your greater honor and
glory.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

on

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. PAUL-
SEN) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PAULSEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side.

—————

RANDY’S RUN 5K—REMEMBERING
MAJOR VOAS

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, last
weekend in Eden Prairie, Minnesota, 1
had the privilege of attending the sec-
ond annual Randy’s Run, which is a 5K
race that is run in Eden Prairie in re-
membrance of U.S. Air Force Major

Randy Voas, who lost his life while
serving our country a year and a half
ago when his CV-22 Osprey helicopter
tragically went down in Afghanistan.

Now his family and friends have
found a way to honor his life and sac-
rifice through an annual event that is
now used to raise funds for a college
scholarship awarded to students at
Eden Prairie High School, where Randy
graduated from in 1985.

In addition to this scholarship,
Randy’s Run seeks to increase aware-
ness of the contributions our men and
women in uniform make every day to
keep America free.

Major Voas may not be with us, but
his spirit does live on in the memories
of his friends and family and commu-
nity and through the scholarships for
local high school students who share
his values.

————
STANDARD & POOR’S OWN RATING

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. As Congress strug-
gles to come up with this deal over
government debt, we all know that all
we have to do is raise the debt ceiling
and that the chaos the country is being
thrown into is not necessary. Simple:
raise the debt ceiling, protect the cred-
it of the U.S., and then debate how to
cut our debt afterwards.

We’re trapped in a debate where
there’s another game going on over our
heads, and that game involves the rat-
ing services, in particular, Standard &
Poor’s.

Rating agencies help put the U.S.
economy in the dumper in 2008. Dodd-
Frank was the first effort to hold rat-
ing agencies accountable when, in fact,
they should have been subject to civil
fraud charges as well as revocation of
their license at the SEC.

Just a few months after Dodd-Frank
passed, Standard & Poor’s strikes back
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with a threat to downgrade U.S. debt,
which would cost U.S. taxpayers bil-
lions of dollars a year in extra interest
payments.

The U.S. is sovereign. Standard &
Poor’s is not.

When we work to raise the debt ceil-
ing, we should also raise questions
about Standard & Poor’s. Maybe it’s
time to downgrade Standard & Poor’s
to junk status.

——————

HAILING THE HEROISM OF DEAN
AND DIANE PETITPREN

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I'm going to tell a story that
just happened this past week, which I
think is just a vivid display of the
human spirit and heroism as well.

There is a fellow named Michael
Trapp who had a very lucky week. He
was flying his Cessna airplane from his
home in New York over to Wisconsin
and unfortunately had engine prob-
lems. The air traffic control tower lost
contact with him, and he crashed his
airplane in Lake Huron.

I represent a district in Michigan. If
you think of a mitten, this fellow for-
tunately crashed his airplane right off
the tip of the thumb here. The Coast
Guard was having a full search and res-
cue. The Marine Division was out look-
ing for him. A day went by. A night
went by. They couldn’t find this fellow.
Some very good friends of mine, Dean
and Diane Petitpren, were out boating
in their boat, and Diane Petitpren sees
a fellow waving his sock in the middle
of Lake Huron, and they saved that
man’s life.

I just think with everything hap-
pening in Washington here this week,
it’s good for us to take a moment and
think about the human spirit and the
people that have charitable and caring
hearts.

————

REBUILDING THE AMERICAN
DREAM

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. A lot of commenta-
tors have been talking about the debt
ceiling, the market, the jobs numbers.
What we should be talking about is
people, families facing tough decisions
looking for help from a Congress that
doesn’t seem interested.

Americans are tired of watching Wall
Street speculators, CEOs, and big cor-
porations call all the shots. Working
people need a Congress that under-
stands today’s tough economic reality
and focuses on making their lives bet-
ter. Unfortunately, because of politics
in Washington and extreme ideology,
that’s not happening.

My Republican colleagues have been
very public about their intention to
take apart Medicare and Medicaid to
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pay for yet another tax cut for the mil-
lionaires and billionaires and to pre-
serve subsidies for Big Oil companies.
They’ve decided our current economy
is the fault of the American people, and
now they’re going to empty middle
class pockets to pay for it.

The talk in Washington right now is
driven by ideology that really has
nothing to do with cost savings or pre-
serving the American Dream. What it’s
really about is who suffers and wins
when Congress decides that ideology is
more important than job creation and
that Social Security and Medicare
aren’t worth paying for any more.

It’s time we reward people for what
they contribute, not for what they can
get away with taking.

It’s time we expand opportunity and
protect the middle class.

It’s time to focus on the real crisis in
America—the jobs crisis.

———

CUT, CAP, AND BALANCE IS THE
BEST FOR THE NATION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, led by the positive leadership
of Speaker JOHN BOEHNER, House Re-
publicans passed the best bipartisan so-
lution to the debt ceiling last week,
the Cut, Cap, and Balance Act of 2011.

Liberals in the Senate chose to hide
and had a tabling vote to cowardly
avoid a recorded vote on the issue. I
urge liberals to join conservatives and
vote for a solution which creates jobs
and stop the President who is stuck on
tax increases destroying jobs.

The President does not have a plan.
He even admits he’s bluffing. Sadly,
this was further revealed yesterday
when the gross domestic product was
reported to be stagnant.

Additionally, the front page headline
today of The Washington Post pro-
claims, ‘“‘Economic growth at near
standstill.”

The President should change course
and work for bipartisan proposals to
create jobs and preserve the Nation’s
credit rating.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

————
0 1210

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are advised to refrain from mak-
ing derogatory comments about the
Senate.

———

STOP FRAGGING THE AMERICAN
ECONOMY
(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. There is abso-
lutely no excuse for this reckless, un-
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patriotic behavior on the part of the
Republicans. The looming default cri-
sis could be resolved in 5 minutes by
simply raising the debt ceiling, as was
done 7 times under Bush and 18 times
under Ronald Reagan. This is the exact
opposite of fiscal responsibility. The
Republicans, led by their Tea Party
radicals, are determined to cripple gov-
ernment and destroy Medicare, Med-
icaid, and Social Security while leav-
ing untouched a hair on the head of
millionaires and billionaires or cor-
porations that pay zero in taxes.

I say to the Republicans, stop it. Sen-
iors call sobbing about their Social Se-
curity checks. Our soldiers in Afghani-
stan repeatedly asked Admiral Mullen
yesterday, Will we get paid? Will our
families get our checks? Shame on the
Republicans for making that happen.
In battle, when you accidentally shoot
your own, it’s called ‘‘friendly fire.”
When you deliberately shoot your own,
it’s called ‘‘fragging.”” Republicans,
stop fragging the American economy
and the American people.

———

LET AMERICANS OWN SOME OF
AMERICA

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. In this time of
money crisis, we talk about the fact
that we need revenue. Congress seems
to be addicted to taxation as a form of
revenue. But there’s another way to
raise revenue. Did you know, Mr.
Speaker, that 27 percent of the land
owned in the United States is owned by
Uncle Sam? Fifty-two percent of it in
the West is owned by Uncle Sam. How
much is that? That’s the size of all of
Western Europe. So maybe we ought to
think about Uncle Sam selling some of
that land to Americans, not the Na-
tional Parks, not the wetlands, these
sensitive areas, but that land owned by
the Bureau of Land Management that
is not in use now. And then we sell that
land, some of it, and then it will be rev-
enue-producing because the people who
buy it will pay taxes. Local taxes go to
schools and help those schools. Some-
thing to think about. In this time of
raising revenue, maybe Uncle Sam
could do without 27 percent of all of
the land in America. Let Americans
own part of America, not just the Fed-
eral Government.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

LISTEN TO THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

(Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, as the debate on avoiding a
devastating default has progressed over
the last several months, we’ve heard
from many House Republicans that
‘“‘compromise’ is a dirty word. But the
voices we should be listening to are
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