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Since 1999, when the U.N. designated
August 12 as a day to recognize the in-
tegral role youth have played in sus-
tainable progress, we have commemo-
rated the importance of young people
getting involved in our global, re-
gional, and national development.

In celebrating the many milestones
of the youth of today, we also honor
the lives and work of those who led
them, and Rhode Island has so many
fantastic youth leaders. One such ex-
ample is my friend, Franklin Rodri-
guez, the Minister of Youth Affairs in
the Dominican Republic and the presi-
dent of the Ibero-American Organiza-
tion of Youth, who has joined us here
today in the gallery.

Under Franklin’s leadership, the
Ministry of Youth has worked to en-
gage and empower Dominican Amer-
ican youth in Rhode Island by collabo-
rating with the Community College of
Rhode Island to provide training oppor-
tunities and honoring outstanding
young civic and educational leaders in
the community with their Youth Ex-
cellence Award.

Many of Rhode Island’s Dominican
residents are young people who have
contributed to the cultural, economic,
and social development of our State in
so many ways. For this reason, I'm
honored to recognize International
Youth Day, the leaders of the youth
movement, and the culmination of
International Youth Year.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members not to
refer to occupants of the gallery.

———
ONGOING VIOLENCE IN SYRIA

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to strongly condemn the Syrian
regime’s recent hostility towards both
the United States and the Syrian peo-
ple. The courageous visit by U.S. Am-
bassador Robert Ford to Hama, the site
of massive antiregime protests, dem-
onstrates that the United States stands
by those who advocate for democracy
and freedom.

Days after Ford’s visit, the American
Embassy in Damascus endured several
violent pro-regime demonstrations, re-
sulting in considerable damage. Had
the Syrian security forces acknowl-
edged their international obligations,
these rioters in support of President
Assad would not have been able to ap-
proach the embassy. By responding
poorly, Assad has conveyed disrespect
towards the United States.

I applaud Secretary of State Clin-
ton’s recent tough stance toward
Assad, declaring that his regime ‘‘has
lost legitimacy.”

Time and time again, Assad, like his
father before him, has turned to arrest-
ing, torturing, and killing anyone who

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

would stand in the way of his tyranny.
Therefore, with the best interests of
the Syrian people in mind, I call on
President Assad to resign as President.

———

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL
YOUTH SPORTS WEEK

(Mr. MCINTYRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to commemorate National Youth
Sports Week and to welcome several
exceptional student athletes joining us
in the gallery. The Baltimore
SquashWise program and their leader,
a local lacrosse star, are here to help
us celebrate.

Moments ago I was joined by Hockey
Hall of Famer Pat LaFontaine, former
Redskin Ken Harvey, youth sports
leaders and coaches to unveil the
“F.A.N.S. for Youth Sports” legislative
agenda to address fitness, access, nutri-
tion, and safety.

Student athletes make better grades,
get in less trouble, and are less likely
to be obese. Sports shape the character
of each child who walks onto the field.

I'm especially pleased that some of
our Nation’s top sports programs, in-
cluding the NFL, the NHL, the PGA,
and the TU.S. Tennis Association,
among others, are supporting this
agenda. This agenda represents a re-
newed commitment to our Nation’s
youth.

Children are the best investment we
can make in our future. We should
never be too busy to help a child. Let’s
celebrate together National Youth
Sports Week.

—————

EXTEND FEDERAL AVIATION
ADMINISTRATION FUNDING

(Ms. BROWN of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Saturday
morning at midnight, following 20 pre-
vious clean extensions, funding for the
Federal Aviation Administration was
allowed to expire.

Why did this happen? Simple. Just
like the Republican Party’s lack of
leadership over the debt ceiling debate,
they absolutely refuse to compromise
to extend funding for the FAA. For
them, this debate is theoretical. Yet
for the 4,000 Americans throughout the
Nation who are paid out of the FAA
trust fund that will not be paid, and
tens of thousands who are affected by
the cancellation of the airport con-
struction projects, this situation is
real. For the State of Florida, that in-
cludes over 3,000 airport construction
jobs lost and 27 FAA employee jobs, 19
of them in the Orlando International
Airport.

Let me just be clear. The reason that
the FAA extension was not renewed is
because the House Transportation
Committee chair, Mr. MICA, inserted
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language into the FAA extension bill
that would end the program that pro-
vides subsidies to rural airports.

Shame, shame, shame on the Repub-
lican leadership in this House.

REBUILDING THE AMERICAN
DREAM

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I
am from Colorado, and in Colorado,
just like all across the country, Ameri-
cans believe that if they work hard, if
they play by the rules, if they’re re-
sponsible in how they conduct their
lives, they’re going to get ahead.

Well, it’s been very tough here re-
cently. We’ve had a downturn. We have
all this uncertainty because of, I be-
lieve, Republican brinksmanship to ei-
ther shut down the government or
maybe shut down the economy.

People want to get ahead. They want
to know that this country will con-
tinue to innovate, educate, and rebuild
itself so that we have good, long-last-
ing jobs that provide for our families.
That’s what Democrats stand for. We
don’t stand for all this brinksmanship
every day.

Are we going to have a government
or are we not? Are we going to have an
economy or are we not? That’s got to
change. We have got to get back to re-
building the American Dream.

———
O 1230

SANTIAGO CANYON COLLEGE

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to ex-
tend well-deserved congratulations to
Santiago Canyon College’s Imagine
Cup team.

Earlier this month, Team Syntax Er-
rors accomplished what many thought
they would never do. First of all, we’re
talking about a community college.
And especially with the cuts happening
in California to these wonderful col-
leges we have, they went and they com-
peted against 430 of the best univer-
sities in the world. In addition to that
competition, this community college is
a gem for our community.

Santiago Canyon’s Team Syntax Er-
rors proved that hard work and deter-
mination can make impossible dreams
come true. They placed within the top
15 universities in the world. I am very
proud of these students, and I admire
their ambition. They are true role
models for all of our young students
striving to succeed in an ever-chang-
ing, ever-global world.

It is my honor to recognize Hayden
Donze, Bill Vetter, Gary Kelley, and
Dale Laizure for their remarkable ac-
complishments. Congratulations.
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HAPPY 350TH BIRTHDAY TO
SCHENECTADY, NY

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate and celebrate
the city of Schenectady on the occa-
sion of its 350th birthday.

Originally inhabited by the Mohawk
tribe and then the Dutch, Schenec-
tady’s rich history has often served as
an inspiration and genesis for many of
America’s accomplishments.

In the late 1800s, Thomas Edison
moved Edison Machine Works to Sche-
nectady, where advances led to new
products, including the manufactured
light bulb. Later becoming the head-
quarters of General Electric, Schenec-
tady also played host to the former
home of ALCO, the American Loco-
motive Company. These two develop-
ments prompted the community to be
dubbed ‘‘the city that lights and hauls
the world” and the ‘‘electric city.”

Today, Schenectady is an important
part of New York’s Tech Valley, a na-
tionwide leading region committed to
green technology. From steam turbines
to advanced batteries, Schenectady
continues to lead the country with a
focus on ingenuity and innovation,
proving we can ‘‘Make it in America.”

I am pleased to applaud the city of
Schenectady on the rich history and
numerous achievements it has accrued
as we celebrate the wonderful 350th
birthday of this community. I look for-
ward to many bright and booming days
to come.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on the motion to suspend the
rules on which a recorded vote or the
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which
the vote incurs objection under clause
6 of rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken later.

ESTABLISHING SPECIAL ENVOY
FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN
THE NEAR EAST AND SOUTH
CENTRAL ASIA

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 440) to provide
for the establishment of the Special
Envoy to Promote Religious Freedom
of Religious Minorities in the Near
East and South Central Asia, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 440

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.
Congress finds the following:
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(1) Seven Baha’i leaders in Iran have been
wrongfully imprisoned since 2008.

(2) In May 2010, suspected terrorists at-
tacked two mosques in Pakistan belonging
to the Ahmaddiya minority Muslim sect,
killing at least 80 people. Ahmadis consider
themselves Muslim, but Pakistani law does
not recognize them as such.

(3) Said Musa, an Afghan Christian con-
vert, was arrested in May 2010 on charges of
apostasy, a crime which can carry the death
sentence, and was released in February 2011
only after sustained international pressure.

(4) On October 31, 2010, gunmen laid siege
on Our Lady of Salvation Church in Bagh-
dad, Iraq killing at least 52 police and wor-
shipers, including two priests, making it the
worst massacre of Iraqi Christians since 2003.

(5) Iraq’s ancient and once vibrant Chris-
tian population that numbered an estimated
1,500,000 out of a total population in Iraq of
30,000,000 in 2003 has been reduced by at least
one half, due in significant part to Christians
fleeing the violence.

(6) In November 2010, a Pakistani court
sentenced Aasia Bibi, a Christian mother of
five, to death under the country’s
blashphemy law for insulting the Prophet
Muhammad.

(7) On New Year’s Eve 2010, 23 people were
killed when a suicide bomber attacked a
Coptic Christian church in Alexandria,
Egypt.

(8) On March 2, 2011, Pakistani Federal Mi-
norities Minister Shahbaz Bhatti, the only
Christian member of the Cabinet, who was
outspoken in his opposition to Pakistan’s
blasphemy laws was assassinated by extrem-
ists.

(9) The Department of State’s 2010 Inter-
national Religious Freedom Report stated
that many religious minority groups in Uz-
bekistan ‘‘faced heavy fines and/or short jail
terms for violations of restrictive religion
laws’.

(10) The Special Envoy for Anti-Semitism,
Hannah Rosenthal, has noted that Holocaust
glorification ‘‘is especially virulent in the
Middle East media’.

(11) A number of countries in the Middle
East have recently undergone popular revo-
lutions which in some countries have left se-
curity vacuums making religious minorities
especially wvulnerable to violent attacks,
such as—

(A) in March 2011, the Shahedin Church in
Helwan province, Egypt, was torched, lead-
ing to protests which spurred sectarian
clashes in the streets of Cairo;

(B) on March 20, 2011, a group of Salafists
in Upper Egypt cut off a Christian man’s ear
and burned his home and car; and

(C) news reports from April 2011 indicate
that Salafi organizations in Egypt have been
implicated in the destruction of Sufi shrines
across the country fueling violent conflict.

(12) Many of these ancient faith commu-
nities are being forced to flee the lands
which they have inhabited for centuries.

(13) The United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom has rec-
ommended that Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan be
designated by the Department of State as
Countries of Particular Concern in accord-
ance with the International Religious Free-
dom Act of 1998.

(14) The situation on the ground in the re-
gion continues to develop rapidly and the
United States Government needs an indi-
vidual who can respond in kind and focus on
the critical situation of religious minorities
in these countries.
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SEC. 2. SPECIAL ENVOY TO PROMOTE RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM OF RELIGIOUS MINORI-
TIES IN THE NEAR EAST AND SOUTH
CENTRAL ASIA.

(a) APPOINTMENT.—The President shall ap-
point a Special Envoy to Promote Religious
Freedom of Religious Minorities in the Near
East and South Central Asia (in this Act re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Special Envoy’’) within the
Department of State.

(b) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Special Envoy
should be a person of recognized distinction
in the field of human rights and religious
freedom and with expertise in the Near East
and South Central Asia regions. The Special
Envoy shall have the rank of ambassador
and shall hold the office at the pleasure of
the President.

(c) PROHIBITION.—The person appointed as
Special Envoy may not hold any other posi-
tion of Federal employment for the period of
time during which the person holds the posi-
tion of Special Envoy.

SEC. 3. DUTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Special Envoy shall
carry out the following duties:

(1) Promote the right of religious freedom
of religious minorities in the countries of the
Near East and the countries of South Central
Asia, denounce the violation of such right,
and recommend appropriate responses by the
United States Government when such right
is violated.

(2) Monitor and combat acts of religious in-
tolerance and incitement targeted against
religious minorities in the countries of the
Near East and the countries of South Central
Asia.

(3) Work to ensure that the unique needs of
religious minority communities in the coun-
tries of the Near East and the countries of
South Central Asia are addressed, including
the economic and security needs of such
communities to the extent that such needs
are directly tied to religious-based discrimi-
nation and persecution.

(4) Work with foreign governments of the
countries of the Near East and the countries
of South Central Asia to address laws that
are inherently discriminatory toward reli-
gious minority communities in such coun-
tries.

(5) Coordinate and assist in the preparation
of that portion of the report required by sec-
tions 116(d) and 502B(b) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151n(d) and
2304(b)) relating to the nature and extent of
religious freedom of religious minorities in
the countries of the Near East and the coun-
tries of South Central Asia.

(6) Coordinate and assist in the preparation
of that portion of the report required by sec-
tion 102(b) of the International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6412(b)) relat-
ing to the nature and extent of religious
freedom of religious minorities in the coun-
tries of the Near East and the countries of
South Central Asia.

(b) COORDINATION.—In carrying out the du-
ties under subsection (a), the Special Envoy
shall, to the maximum extent practicable,
coordinate with the Bureau of Population,
Refugees and Migration of the Department of
State, the Ambassador at Large for Inter-
national Religious Freedom, the United
States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom, and other relevant Federal
agencies and officials.

SEC. 4. DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION.

Subject to the direction of the President
and the Secretary of State, the Special
Envoy is authorized to represent the United
States in matters and cases relevant to reli-
gious freedom in the countries of the Near
East and the countries of South Central Asia
in—

(1) contacts with foreign governments,
intergovernmental organizations, and spe-
cialized agencies of the United Nations, the
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