
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5592 July 27, 2011 
and listen to the wishes of the Cana-
dian people. 

By leading in a manner that cut 
spending instead of raising taxes, the 
Prime Minister put Canada first. Our 
President should change from his failed 
policies and stop tax increases and de-
stroying jobs. 

f 

REID VERSUS BOEHNER 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, we have less 
than 1 week to prevent our Nation 
from defaulting on its loans. Rather 
than focusing on a compromise, the 
majority has come up with yet another 
irresponsible plan to raise the debt 
ceiling and slash funding from pro-
grams that matter most to seniors and 
the middle class. 

First, their budget tried to end Medi-
care and gut Medicaid, all the while 
protecting tax breaks for Big Oil and 
corporations that send jobs overseas. 
Then it was the so-called Cut, Cap, and 
Balance to achieve the same objec-
tives. 

Now the Speaker has put forward an-
other plan that seeks the same goals so 
they can impose cuts on Medicare and 
Medicaid as well as set their sights on 
Social Security. This plan will keep 
the crisis going with a temporary in-
crease in the debt ceiling, leaving the 
cloud of uncertainty over our economy. 

We need to instead focus on the com-
promise plan that Majority Leader 
REID has presented to extend the debt 
ceiling through 2012 to provide cer-
tainty to the markets without hurting 
the economic recovery, as well as pro-
tect Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Se-
curity from cuts. 

Mr. Speaker, we must accept the 
compromise plan to raise the debt ceil-
ing in order to prevent another reces-
sion and save jobs in America. 

f 

b 1210 

EPA GREEN MONEY GOES TO 
CHINA. HUH? 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, over 
the past 10 years, the EPA has sent al-
most $100 million in taxpayer money to 
fund green projects in foreign coun-
tries. In 2010 alone, the EPA gave 18 
grants to our good friends, the Chinese. 
Why does the EPA do that? We owe the 
Chinese over $1 trillion. Why are we 
adding to our debt in misguided hopes 
that they can clean up the smoggy 
skies in China with American grant 
money? There is more. Why is the 
Breathe Easy, Jakarta program in In-
donesia the responsibility of the tax-
payers in Houston, Texas? Well, it’s 
not. I don’t breathe easier knowing 
green money from the U.S. is financing 
green development in Indonesia. 

At a time when we are facing ‘‘some-
what’’ of a financial problem, we can’t 

afford to be trying to green the rest of 
the world too. I’m for protecting our 
environment, but we do not have the 
money to spend in hopes of controlling 
pollution in other countries. Let’s 
green America first, not China. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

JOBS 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, in the 
over 200 days since the majority has 
controlled this House, they have yet to 
bring a bill to the floor that would cre-
ate jobs or help working families, not 
one. Not one bill to create jobs and 
build a stronger economy for the fu-
ture. Not one bill to invest in edu-
cation, innovation, or infrastructure. 
Instead, we have a partisan agenda to 
unfairly burden the middle class with 
deep cuts while preserving tax cuts for 
the wealthy and loopholes for Big Oil 
and corporations that ship jobs over-
seas. And to make things worse, the 
majority is threatening to force an un-
precedented default on our Nation’s 
debt. 

A default would destroy close to 
700,000 jobs, spike interest rates on 
credit cards and mortgages, and cause 
untold damage to our struggling econ-
omy. This is not what the markets are 
looking for, and it’s certainly not what 
the American people want. They want 
us to help create jobs and reduce the 
deficit. They want us to compromise on 
a fair and balanced approach that 
doesn’t just kick the can down the 
road. The American people are asking 
us today to put aside our differences 
for the good of this country. I support 
this responsible approach and urge my 
colleagues to do the same. 

f 

THE TIME TO ACT IS NOW 

(Mr. BUCHANAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica stands on the brink of our Nation’s 
first default in history. Our economy is 
struggling. The Federal Government 
borrows $188 million every hour of 
every day. 

For too long, both parties have 
turned a blind eye to our government’s 
budgetary mess. Washington needs to 
show the American people that we can 
deal with these challenges today and in 
the future. So far, it has failed to do so. 

Congress and the President need to 
quit the partisan games and do what’s 
in the best interest of America. The 
time to act is now. The American peo-
ple demand nothing less. 

f 

BOEHNER DEBT LIMIT PROPOSAL 

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently heard from a long-term care fa-
cility in my district that is set to build 
an additional location, creating over 
100 construction jobs and increasing 
the number of seniors able to receive 
quality care. The financing was in 
place. But when my constituent met 
with his bank this week about moving 
forward, the bank put the deal on hold. 
With the threat of a U.S. default unre-
solved, the bank was concerned that 
the facility’s payments from Medicare 
and Medicaid would stop, leaving them 
unable to repay their loan. 

A 6-month extension, like the one 
being proposed, won’t help my con-
stituent reassure his bank or create 
the kind of long-term certainty needed 
in this still-fragile economy. I urge my 
colleagues to reject short-term pro-
posals that push us to the brink of de-
fault again and again and call on the 
House to pass a plan that reduces the 
deficit while providing real long-term 
economic certainty to our financial 
markets, to our small businesses, and 
to the American people who need the 
jobs these businesses create. 

f 

DON’T FALL FOR THESE 
ACCOUNTING TRICKS 

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
in the midst of all the talk about rais-
ing the debt ceiling, I don’t hear any-
one talking about the most important 
factor in this equation, our 
unsustainable National debt. Everyone 
is focused on raising the debt ceiling, 
but if we truly want to get our econ-
omy back on its feet, we need to begin 
paying off the debt that President 
Obama and his predecessors have cre-
ated. 

It’s obvious that our Democrat lead-
ers in the White House and the Senate 
care more about making campaign 
speeches than about the livelihoods of 
the American people. Liberals want to 
raise taxes, but of course not until 
after the elections. And they want to 
sham us with talks about future cuts 
that we will never see materialize. It’s 
like one big Ponzi scheme, and they’re 
trying to get the American people to 
buy into it. 

We need spending cuts now, and we 
need to pay down our outrageous debt. 
I urge both my colleagues and the 
American people not to fall for these 
accounting tricks. 

f 

WE CAN REVIVE THE AMERICAN 
DREAM 

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, it’s 
been 29 weeks since Republicans took 
control of the House, and yet they have 
failed to bring a single jobs bill to the 
floor. In fact, I just learned that their 
proposals are estimated to cost another 
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2 million lost jobs. Instead, they’re 
wasting time pushing bills that will 
never become law but do make their 
position clear. Republicans are willing 
to hold the full faith and credit of the 
United States hostage in order to push 
for extreme policies that will gut So-
cial Security, Medicare, and Medicaid 
and devastate the economy and the 
middle class while doing everything 
they can to protect millionaires and 
billionaires and companies that ship 
American jobs overseas. 

We need to raise the debt ceiling and 
then turn our attention to the real cri-
sis, the jobs crisis. We can revive the 
American Dream. We must. 

f 

ROADBLOCKS TO THE AMERICAN 
DREAM 

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of the 14.1 million 
Americans who are unable to find jobs. 

This administration’s reckless spend-
ing policies, massive bailouts, and ex-
cessive regulations have driven the un-
employment rate to an astounding 9.2 
percent. Democrats have shown again 
and again that they care more about 
the bureaucrats that prevent jobs than 
the businesses that create them. Every 
year, unelected bureaucrats issue more 
than 3,000 final rules. That’s close to 10 
rules a day. Make no mistake, federally 
imposed rules consume precious time 
and resources. Businesses are less like-
ly to invest and hire new employees. 
This is a recipe for failure. 

Americans have always been a for-
ward-thinking and innovative people. 
We’re constantly looking ahead to the 
next breakthrough. Unfortunately, 
businesses now look over their shoul-
ders instead of aiming for the horizon. 
The American Dream is still alive, Mr. 
Speaker; just ask the men and women 
who are pounding the pavement, 
polishing their resumes, and looking 
for paychecks. Americans are ready. 
We need to make Washington tear 
down the roadblocks. 

f 

THE DEBT CEILING 

(Ms. BASS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. BASS of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong opposition to the Re-
publican debt ceiling plan that will be 
considered later this week. 

My Republican colleagues have 
brought a bill to the floor that would 
introduce statutory spending caps for 
the next 10 years with mandatory auto-
matic cuts across the board to all pro-
grams if the cap is breached. Disguised 
as a solution, this cap would quickly 
become one of the most serious budg-
etary problems this country has ever 
faced. While a spending cap might 
sound responsible, in reality, caps 
don’t balance budgets; caps trigger 

massive unsustainable cuts. We tried 
this in California. The Republican 
spending cap jeopardizes our ability to 
improve our schools, rebuild the Na-
tion’s crumbling infrastructure, and in-
vest in R&D. 

A global spending cap is not a silver 
bullet for our budgetary woes. Far 
from being a budgetary cure-all, a dras-
tic ceiling on spending would under-
mine our recovery when the economy 
gets better. So I urge my colleagues to 
abandon this hostage-taking on raising 
the debt ceiling and work with the 
President to lead us forward with a re-
sponsible debt reduction plan. 

Besides forcing significant cuts to 
important programs, a cap would make 
it nearly impossible to restore services 
cut over the recession as our economy 
recovers or step in to respond to cur-
rent or future economic challenges. 
This is not the time to be talking 
about capping spending at 
unsustainable levels that can never be 
raised again. 

f 

b 1220 

LET’S GET THE JOB DONE 

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are depending on the Con-
gress and the President to find a solu-
tion to the Nation’s skyrocketing debt. 
Now is not the time for partisan rhet-
oric. Rather, now is the time for both 
sides to come together and work on 
finding a bold bipartisan plan to ad-
dress the Nation’s debt and debt ceil-
ing. 

One thing we can all agree on is de-
fault is not an option. We will and 
must pay our obligations. Small busi-
ness owners who have worked their en-
tire lives for sterling credit ratings 
would receive a devastating blow if 
Washington can’t set aside their dif-
ferences and come together on this im-
portant debate. 

At a time when unemployment is at 
9.2 percent, default is not an answer. 
We need to encourage the job creators 
of our country to invest and to hire, 
not paralyze them with even more eco-
nomic uncertainty. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to work on a bold plan. 
There’s no reason that we cannot come 
together and work to cut spending and 
put our Nation back on the path to fis-
cal sanity. Americans across our coun-
try are depending on us to get the job 
done. 

f 

‘‘COMPROMISE’’ IS A DIRTY WORD 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, when did 
the idea of ‘‘compromise’’ get to be a 
dirty word? When did the idea that 
‘‘my way or the highway’’ is the only 

way to go forward become the order of 
the day? We are at a stalemate because 
we cannot come to some basic ideas 
about how to move forward. 

Here’s the fact, absolute fact, irref-
utable: We do not need to link and tie 
deficit reduction to raising the debt 
ceiling. They are independent neces-
sities. They are two different things, 
and one does not have to be tied to the 
other. And when you link the two to-
gether, you are holding the full faith 
and credit of the United States hostage 
to a set of budgetary cuts. 

This is a mistake. It is not 
statespersonship. It is not what we are 
elected to do. 

Yes, we have to do deficit reduction, 
but it doesn’t need to be linked to rais-
ing the debt ceiling. We should raise 
the debt ceiling now and then work on 
debt reduction. 

How do we do that? We need more 
people paying taxes to reduce the def-
icit. That means jobs; that means in-
frastructure. 

Let’s get it done now. Raise the debt 
ceiling and pass a good infrastructure 
bill at the same time. 

f 

FIGHTING FOR LANDOWNERS IN 
THE SAN JOAQUIN DELTA 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to stand shoulder to shoulder with the 
landowners from the San Joaquin 
Delta who are fighting against the pe-
ripheral canal. Without permission, the 
State is sending its employees into pri-
vate farmland to conduct surveys that 
the State needs to conduct studies to 
build a canal. Delta farmers are not 
standing for it. Delta farmers have 
taken the case to the courts, and I urge 
them to keep fighting for their prop-
erty rights and the health of the delta. 

A peripheral canal or tunnel that 
takes large amounts of fresh water 
from the delta would devastate our 
families, our farmers, and our busi-
nesses in our community. A canal will 
cause saltwater intrusion, destroy 
thousands of acres of farmland, and 
devastate our water quality. 

It’s time for our State and Federal 
agencies to respect the delta and its 
people. We won’t tolerate anything 
less. 

f 

RECOGNIZING YOUTH INTER-
NATIONAL DAY AND THE CUL-
MINATION OF INTERNATIONAL 
YOUTH YEAR 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize International Youth 
Day and to honor youth leaders in 
Rhode Island as we celebrate the cul-
mination of the International Youth 
Year. 
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