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next 50 years and would be acceptable
to the American public.

This doesn’t have to be so hard. It
doesn’t need to risk knocking the econ-
omy into another tailspin. Done right,
we can meet our real challenges in a
way that puts us on a sustainable eco-
nomic path. We can rebuild and renew
America, and unite our country to
meet our challenges ahead.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until noon.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day.

Please hear our prayers for the Mem-
bers of this assembly, upon whom the
authority of government is given. Help
them to understand the tremendous re-
sponsibility they have to represent
both their constituencies and the peo-
ple of this great Nation of ours.

This is a great but complex task.
Grant them as well the gift of wisdom
to sort through what competing inter-
ests might exist to work a solution
that can serve all of the American peo-
ple.

Finally, give each Member peace and
equanimity and give all Americans
generosity of heart to understand that
governance is not simple but difficult
work, at times requiring sacrifice and
forbearance.

May all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House this day be for Your great-
er honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. CLAY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANOTHER AMERICAN MURDERED
IN MEXICO

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Mexican bandits have killed yet an-
other American. The reason: His family
couldn’t come up with the $10,000 ran-
som.

Jorge Dieppa was a court translator
for the Federal court in El Paso, Texas.
He also was a lecturer at UTEP. Dieppa
had gone to Juarez to get his car fixed,
but he was kidnapped on July 6. When
his relatives didn’t pay the ransom, he
was murdered. He was found bound
with duct tape after being stabbed re-
peatedly.

Juarez is the border city of death.
Thousands of Mexicans have been mur-
dered there as well as several Ameri-
cans. Rogue bandits and drug cartels
rule the city. They rein terror on peo-
ple through violence, racketeering, ex-
tortion, robbery, kidnapping, and drug
deals.

The violence in ‘‘death city’’ is not
the only border town with an atmos-
phere of outlawry. Other border towns
such as Nuevo Laredo and Matamoros
are dangerous for honest persons. Vio-
lence in Mexico affects the U.S. border
towns with the cross-border crime, in-
cluding reports of Americans with
Spanish surnames being kidnapped and
held for ransom.

Failure to realize that crime in
““‘death city’’ and other Mexican border
towns is real and expanding is to live
like Alice in Wonderland.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

AMERICA NEEDS WHITE HOUSE
LEADERSHIP

(Mr. BROOKS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BROOKS. During Barack
Obama’s 2 years as a freshman Senator,
America’s debt increased $400 billion.
During Obama’s next 2 years in the
Senate majority, America’s debt in-
creased another $1.8 trillion. As Presi-
dent, Barack Obama drove up Amer-
ica’s debt another $3 trillion. In Barack
Obama’s time in Washington, Amer-
ica’s debt load has increased by more
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than $5 trillion. That’s a 50 percent in-
crease in just 6 years.

Do you see the pattern? The longer
Obama is in Washington, the worse
America’s debt and the weaker Amer-
ica becomes.

What is President Obama’s solution?
Obama submits record-high budgets to
Congress that continue Washington’s
unsustainable spending binge. Obama
demands a debt ceiling increase with
no spending cuts.

Mr. President, America needs White
House leadership. If you have a written
solution to this debt crisis, please sub-
mit it. The American people deserve no
less.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CAMPBELL). The gentleman is reminded
to address his remarks to the Chair.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, July 22, 2011.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
July 22, 2011 at 3:28 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. Res. 234.

That the Senate passed S. 300.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk.

——————
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CUT, CAP, AND BALANCE

(Mr. LANDRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANDRY. Mr. Speaker, I had an
opportunity this weekend to go home
to Louisiana, which I enjoyed doing. I
heard from a State senator of mine
who is also a banker. He said that he
had a gentleman come in his office this
weekend, asking for some more money
on his loan. He said, Well, in order to
do that, you have to give us some more
information. We have to see your debt-
to-income ratio—your assets versus
your liabilities. So, after looking at
that, he explained to him that, if the
ratio doesn’t work, he can’t lend him
any more money.

If you were to plug in that same ratio
of what our Federal regulators are re-
quiring of our financial institutions
when they look upon the American
people and American businesses, you
would find that if we put that same set
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of rules on this government that, basi-
cally, our Federal regulators would not
let us borrow any more money.

The point of the matter, Mr. Speak-
er, is that we have a spending problem
here in Washington. We cannot raise
this debt ceiling unless we do three
things: unless we cut, we cap, and we
balance our budget.

————

THE TRUTH: AMERICA’S DEBT
CEILING MUST BE RAISED

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, my good friend did what
many of us did, my neighbor in Lou-
isiana. I went home to Texas, and
interacted with so many constituents,
many of them asking the question:
Why? I believe it’s important to ask
the question: Why not?

Let me tell you, my friends, that we
don’t need to politicize the debt ceil-
ing, which has been raised many, many
times, but we do need to tell the truth:
for if the debt ceiling is not raised, tril-
lions of dollars will be lost, not of
those of us who sit on this floor, but
from the portfolios and packages for
seniors and 401(k)s.

If you want to talk about $1 trillion,
talk about what will be lost to our sen-
iors and hardworking Americans in col-
lapsing their 401(k)s. There is no op-
tion. There is not an option for the
short term. That’s a joke. That’s poli-
tics to start us back again in April or
March. Let’s go forward with the pro-
posed Reid plan. Let’s get a deficit re-
duction; raise the debt ceiling; cut
what we can and go into regular order.
That is the responsible, adult way to
g0.

America is watching. America is
looking. I am not going to stand by
while trillions of dollars are lost. I ask
my Republican friends to join us in a
reasoned response to America’s con-
cerns.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2584, DEPARTMENT OF
THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2012

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 363 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 363

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2584) making
appropriations for the Department of the In-
terior, environment, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and
for other purposes. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
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the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Appropriations. After general debate the
bill shall be considered for amendment under
the five-minute rule. The amendment print-
ed in section 2 of this resolution shall be con-
sidered as adopted in the House and in the
Committee of the Whole. Points of order
against provisions in the bill, as amended,
for failure to comply with clause 2 of rule
XXI are waived. During consideration of the
bill for further amendment, the chair of the
Committee of the Whole may accord priority
in recognition on the basis of whether the
Member offering an amendment has caused
it to be printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amendments
so printed shall be considered as read. When
the committee rises and reports the bill, as
amended, back to the House with a rec-
ommendation that the bill do pass, the pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill, as amended, and amendments
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except one motion to recommit with
or without instructions.

SEC. 2. The amendment considered as
adopted in the House and in the Committee
of the Whole is as follows: Strike section 427.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Utah is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. For the purpose
of debate only, I yield the customary 30
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days during which
they may revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
this resolution provides an open rule
for the consideration of H.R. 2584. It al-
lows any Member of the House to offer
amendments which are germane and
comply to the House rules. The rule al-
lows priority recognition for the
amendments that have been preprinted
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. I am
pleased to support this resolution,
which continues the record of our
Rules Committee in this Congress of
providing for as open and fair and or-
derly a process as possible.
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I commend our chairman, Mr.
DREIER, for continuing the record of
fairness and openness in the formula-
tion of this rule, which is in contrast
to some rules that we have had in past
years.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2584 provides $27.5
billion overall for programs within the
Department of Interior and the Forest
Service, Environmental Protection
Agency, the Indian Health Service, and
other agencies. But it is a bill that
strikes a fiscally responsible balance
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between providing funds for ongoing
Federal programs while also saving the
taxpayers 7 percent over last year’s en-
acted levels. It puts us back roughly to
the 2009 levels.

There are some who will claim that
there are certain programs that have
been hurt heavily. It is true, for exam-
ple, that the Environmental Protection
Agency has an 18 percent reduction in
funding in this bill. Please remember,
though, that this was made possible
simply because of unprecedentedly
high record appropriations for EPA in
2009, of which $3 billion remains unobli-
gated.

In an era when 42 to 44 cents of every
dollar that we spend goes for interest,
it makes no sense in continuously
overappropriating line items where
money is not needed, not used, and sits
there vacant.

This is a bill that oftentimes for
those of us who live in the West has
been full of riders year after year after
year. It probably makes no difference
here, but I realize that some are going
to be very sensitive to this issue. I
know the gentlelady from New York is
very concerned about these potential
issues that may be on this bill. And
why should she not be? If you include
the military, 0.8 percent of New York is
owned by the Federal Government. I
will contrast that with my State,
which has 64 percent owned by the Fed-
eral Government. And we’re not the
highest.

This is an issue and a bill that is very
important to those of us. And, Mr.
Speaker, this is a good bill; it is an ex-
tremely fair rule. It can’t get any fair-
er than this one. I urge its adoption.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I thank the gen-
tleman from Utah, my colleague, for
yielding me the customary 30 minutes,
and I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, in these tough times we
must make choices that reflect our val-
ues and our belief that we solve our
toughest problems through shared sac-
rifice and working together. Unfortu-
nately, today we consider yet another
bill that is devoid of these values.

Once again, today’s legislation places
the burden on the American people
while rewarding the special interests
and the lobbyists who walk these halls.

One of the many riders inserted into
the bill will effectively open up a mil-
lion acres of national forest and other
public land around the Grand Canyon
National Park because people want to
mine uranium there.

Democrats have great concerns about
maintaining the integrity of the Grand
Canyon and the effect of uranium min-
ing on water quality, not to mention
the spectacle that shows us auctioning
off a national treasure with the pro-
ceeds going to mostly foreign-owned
entities.

Who is it that wants to drill for ura-
nium and mine for uranium? Russia,
their state atomic energy corporation,
and South Korea’s state-owned utility.
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