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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Compassionate and merciful God, we 
give You thanks for giving us another 
day. 

As this House comes together at the 
end of a long week, bless the work of 
its Members. Give them strength, for-
titude, and patience. Fill their hearts 
with charity, their minds with under-
standing, and their wills with courage 
to do the right thing for all of America. 

The work that they have is difficult 
work. May they rise together to ac-
complish what is best for our great Na-
tion and, indeed, for all the world, for 
You have blessed us with many graces 
and have given us the responsibility of 
being a light shining on a hill. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

GENERAL AVIATION 

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, President 
Obama has systematically and reck-
lessly attacked the general aviation in-
dustry. It’s one of America’s last re-
maining great manufacturing indus-
tries, employing over 1.2 million people 
and contributing $150 billion in eco-
nomic activity each year. He has de-
monized its users and drawn a line in 
the sand for higher taxes. 

And whom is President Obama hurt-
ing? Bill Gates? Warren Buffett? No. 
He’s hurting line workers in Wichita, 
Kansas, and all over the country. He’s 
hurting small business owners trying 
to get from Topeka to Des Moines to 
close a business deal. 

These attacks on our industry are 
only a diversion, a distraction from the 
failed economic policies of this admin-
istration. His policies have left us with 
a $1.6 trillion deficit this year alone 
and a loss of over 2 million jobs during 
his time in office. 

Mr. Speaker, the aviation industry is 
not asking for a bailout like he gave 
the auto guys. Just leave us alone. Get 
out of the way. We have a community 
that just wants to create jobs and grow 
our economy. That may not be your 
agenda, Mr. President, but it is cer-
tainly mine. 

f 

THE CHAINED CPI 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. The latest attack on 
elderly beneficiaries of Social Security 

is a scheme by which seniors’ cost of 
living benefits would be cut through 
something called a ‘‘chained’’ con-
sumer price index—the CPI—chained 
involves a formula which recalculates 
the cost of living. 

The theory behind the chained CPI is 
that as the cost of living goes up, con-
sumers—in this case, seniors—buy 
cheaper products. For example, if poor 
seniors cannot afford to buy and eat 
steak but can only afford to buy and 
eat cheaper cat food, their cost of liv-
ing benefit would be chained to the 
cost of the cat food because it’s cheap-
er than steak; and as a result, seniors 
will see their cost of living benefit re-
duced to the cheaper product and get a 
smaller Social Security check. 

The chained CPI sets up seniors for a 
reduced standard of living. If you must 
afford less, you get less Social Security 
benefits. 

The chained CPI, chaining seniors to 
poverty. It’s time to break those 
chains. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF MASTER SERGEANT 
KENNETH B. ELWELL 
(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker, 
today I have the high honor and sol-
emn task of rising to commemorate 
the life and service of Master Sergeant 
Kenneth Elwell, who was killed in ac-
tion in Afghanistan this past Sunday. 

Sergeant Elwell, who enlisted in the 
Army shortly after his graduation from 
Council Rock North High School, was 
killed along with a fellow infantryman 
by an IED during a routine foot patrol 
in Kandahar on the morning of July 17. 
He leaves behind a wife Kristen and 
two children, Elise and Nicholas of 
Fort Wainwright, Alaska; his mother 
Janice of Holland, Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania; and countless other fam-
ily and friends whose lives he touched. 
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While those close to Sergeant Elwell 

have lost a husband, father, son, broth-
er, and friend, America too has lost a 
hero. He served our Nation because he 
loved our Nation. His sister summed up 
his services perfectly when she said, 
‘‘He did what he loved, so we could do 
the simple, everyday things that we 
take for granted.’’ And although the 
grief of the family must be over-
whelming, I hope that they’re able to 
take a measure of solace in the grati-
tude of the Nation that Kenneth died 
defending. 

Tonight his community will honor 
and remember him, but it is the duty 
of all of us here in Congress and across 
our grateful Nation to never forget his 
ultimate sacrifice and the family that 
he leaves behind. 

f 

COMMEMORATING LIBERIAN 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to honor and recognize the rich 
history of Liberia as we mark Liberian 
Independence Day on July 26. We honor 
people of Liberia and those individuals 
of proud Liberian descent who are cele-
brating 164 years of independence. 

Today we celebrate a great country, 
its people, their traditions, and the 
mark they have made on cities like 
Providence, Rhode Island, and others, 
making them great places to live, 
work, and raise families. Rhode Is-
land’s flourishing Liberian community 
has played an important role in mak-
ing the State what it is today, and I 
would like to thank them for their 
great contributions. I am proud to 
honor your heritage and the difference 
you have made in our State and in this 
country. 

Recently, along with my colleagues 
here in the Congress, I had the oppor-
tunity to welcome the President of the 
Republic of Liberia, Her Excellency 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, to Washington 
and confirmed our support for Liberian 
peace efforts. May we continue to be 
inspired to support the people of Libe-
ria through their democratic tradition 
as we celebrate Liberian Independence 
Day. 

f 

IT’S TIME TO GET SERIOUS ABOUT 
THE DEFICIT 

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, last night I 
had a town hall. Obviously I wasn’t 
there; I had to be here. So we did it by 
way of Internet. And it was amazing 
how the consensus of those who were 
there was a request for those of us to 
take seriously our leadership respon-
sibilities and do something about the 
fiscal mess we are in. 

In answering them, I was thinking 
about what the President’s bipartisan 

deficit commission leaders said about 
the plan we passed here in the House. 
They called it a serious, honest, 
straightforward approach to addressing 
our Nation’s enormous fiscal chal-
lenges. It sounds like that’s the answer 
to the questions that were being asked 
last night by our constituents. 

Interestingly enough, there is a poll 
out, rendering an opinion by the Amer-
ican people on the Cut, Cap, and Bal-
ance bill that we passed here in the 
House. Over 60 percent of the American 
people happen to think it’s a good idea. 
Perhaps we ought to stop the name 
calling and look at what the American 
people are telling us to do and get seri-
ous, as the President’s bipartisan def-
icit commission said, and come up with 
a serious, honest, straightforward ap-
proach to addressing our Nation’s enor-
mous fiscal challenge. 

f 

REPRESENTING MY 
CONSTITUENTS 

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I am told on a daily basis by 
my Republican colleagues what the 
American people want. I certainly re-
spect the election certificates of my 
colleagues. I would ask they respect 
mine. I also am not sure where they 
find the time to travel to these other 
districts to hear what is being said. My 
colleagues and my constituents are 
telling me we were sent here to make 
democracy work, to come up with a 
balanced approach, and take this coun-
try’s fiscal responsibilities seriously. 

The poll the gentleman just men-
tioned, in the CBS poll that came out 
yesterday, two-thirds of the American 
public want a balanced approach. That 
means a combination of cuts to reve-
nues to balance our fiscal crisis. With 
that being said, we have a large num-
ber of Members who take pledges, 
pledges to not raise taxes, pledges to 
not ask oil companies to pay one penny 
more. The only pledge a Member of this 
House should ever make is when they 
raise their hand to serve the Constitu-
tion and this country. 

I’m also told many times in this 
House what the intent of our Founding 
Fathers was. Now, while that’s open for 
debate, there is one thing I’m certainly 
positive about: When our Founders 
gathered together, they created a gov-
ernment, not a Wall Street bank. 

f 

b 0910 

AN EQUITABLE SOLUTION 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. In December the 
President caved to the Republicans and 
extended all the Bush tax cuts, imme-
diately increasing this year’s deficit by 
$400 billion and the 10-year deficit by $4 

trillion, precipitating the great debt 
and deficit crisis. 

Now we’re hearing from the press 
today that the President is preparing 
yet another great cave. Instead of say-
ing we will have some revenues to solve 
this problem, he is apparently about to 
cut a deal that will be all cuts. 

So it’s ironic. He cuts taxes to create 
a crisis, and then we cut spending to 
protect the tax cuts because tax cuts 
create jobs, except they haven’t cre-
ated jobs, but we’ve got to continue to 
protect them. It’s all very, very sad. 

If we get rid of all the Bush tax 
cuts—$4 trillion—no cuts in Social Se-
curity, no cuts in Medicare, no cuts in 
veterans benefits, and $4 trillion less in 
deficits, now, that would be an equi-
table solution. 

f 

TAX CUTS FOR THE WEALTHY 

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, in the 5 years leading up to 
the economic collapse in 2008, 67 per-
cent of the new wealth that was cre-
ated in this Nation accumulated in the 
hands of the richest 1 percent. They 
now control about two-fifths of all the 
money in this Nation. But our Repub-
lican friends block them out of their 
line of sight when they look to see who 
can pay for our mounting deficit. They 
see only Social Security recipients and 
Medicare recipients, the disabled and 
the hungry. 

It was bad enough that we were crazy 
enough as a Nation to fight two tril-
lion-dollar wars while cutting taxes for 
the wealthy at the same time. Now Re-
publicans are asking only the most vul-
nerable to help pay for it and threat-
ening to collapse the world’s economy 
by defaulting on American debt at the 
same time. 

I won’t stand for it, Madam Speaker, 
and my constituents won’t either. So-
cial Security and Medicare recipients 
didn’t get us into two mismanaged 
wars. They didn’t get the benefit of the 
Bush tax cuts, and they shouldn’t have 
to pay for it. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 2551, and 
that I may include tabular material on 
the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California). Is 
there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 359 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
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