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important role. The Northern Mariana Islands
Council for the Humanities has, for the past 20
years, enhanced the lives of our residents as
individuals and enhanced our community as a
whole. | have faith it will continue to do so far
beyond the next 20 years. It promotes teach-
ing and learning of the humanities in our
schools, facilitates research and original schol-
arship, provides opportunities for lifelong
learning, preserves and provides access to
cultural and educational resources, and
strengthens the institutional base of the hu-
manities in the Northern Marianas.

Please join me in congratulating the past
and present directors, staff, and supporters of
the Northern Mariana Islands Council for the
Humanities on its twentieth anniversary of
serving the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands community.
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ISSUES FACING AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Mrs. ELLMERS) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, today
we have a wonderful group of women
who are going to come together and
discuss the issues at hand right now in
Washington and across America as we
all are so concerned with what is hap-
pening to our economy.

Some of you out there are up late at
night wondering how you are going to
be paying that mortgage, wondering
how the car payment is going to be
made and which payments you’ll make
this month and which payments you
may have to put off for another time.
We’re all doing it. We might as well all
admit it. And it’s time to come to-
gether for solutions and answers.

We, as GOP women in Congress,
know how important these issues are.
We are the women that are taking care
of our children. We’re taking care of
our households. We’'re taking care of
our parents and their health care
needs, and we’re watching out for our
neighbors to make sure that they’re
okay.

And we continue on this path. We
simply cannot run on this path of
unsustainable spending and financial
uncertainty. We need jobs back in this
country. There are those who have jobs
and are worried if they’re going to be
able to keep them. And yet there are
others who have lost their jobs and
wonder if they’ll be able to find an-
other job. We understand this. We un-
derstand that it’s affecting all of our
households, and we’'re going to come
together and discuss these very impor-
tant issues.

Before we get started, I'm just going
to pass along to you one of the greatest
quotes that I think hits home to all of
us from Ronald Reagan: ‘‘All great
change in America begins at the dinner
table.”” How true is that.

Now, in many of our households, we
don’t all eat dinner together anymore
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like we used to. When I was growing
up, dinnertime was a specified time and
we all came together. And if you didn’t
get to the table, you didn’t eat. Today
we’'re all on different schedules, but
that dinner table still remains. And we
still sit there and we discuss these
issues with our spouses.

My husband is a doctor. Brent is a
surgeon. He practices in Dunn, North
Carolina. We have a son, Ben, who’s 16.
I'm worried about his future. I'm wor-
ried about my husband’s practice be-
cause he is suffering, realizing that the
volume of patients he once was seeing
has decreased. That’s out of fear, and
that’s out of the health care system
that we have created now.

So as we move forward, I am going to
be introducing to you some of the
greatest women that I have had the
honor of getting to know here in D.C. I
have many friends back home, but
these ladies are my family here, and
I'm going to start off with my es-
teemed colleague from North Carolina,
Ms. SUE MYRICK. She has been a men-
tor to me but mostly a friend.

I thank you, SUE, for coming today
and sharing your thoughts.

Mrs. MYRICK. Well, it’s my honor to
be here. And I thank you for yielding
me the time.

As you said, we have a lot of col-
leagues here, and most of us share the
same ideas relative to what we're
about. You mentioned and are talking
there about the dinner table and
women being financial planners. We do
the budget. We’re the ones that take
care of our families, as you said. We’re
the health care providers, all of that.

You mentioned your husband’s in
business, but I, also, am a former small
business owner. And when I look at
what’s happening today, there are so
many businesses—I think there are,
like, 400 new businesses every day that
are started by women in this country.
And when I talk to business owners at
home, they say to me: I am really con-
cerned about the fact that I could ex-
pand my business, but I'm afraid to be-
cause of the uncertainty that’s out
there. I don’t know what policies are
coming down. I don’t know what Kkind
of health care costs I'm going to have.
I don’t know what tax policies and
what, if I hire somebody, it’s going to
cost me to retain that employee. I
don’t want to go out and hire them and
train them and then have to turn right
around and, you know, maybe let them
go because I can’t afford to keep them.

So the policies that we’'re working
on—and all of the women in Congress
on our side of the aisle that really care
about these issues—are to make sure
that we put policies in place that help
and promote those small businesses to
exist because they hire most of the
people in the country. Most of the jobs
are provided by small business. And it’s
really important.

I also, from another standpoint, used
to be the mayor of Charlotte. Unfortu-
nately, the first and only female
mayor. I wish somebody else would run
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on the female side, but that’s beside
the point.

What I wanted to say is that we had
to operate with a balanced budget, very
simple. And you can do it. We’ve been
talking this week and actually passed a
bill yesterday of cut, cap, and balance.
I mean, what a novel idea. It’s the way
all of us live all the time. It’s how we
do our business. And there’s no reason
the Federal Government, like the 49
States that balance their budgets,
can’t be living under a balanced budg-
et.

Yes, it’s tough. We have to make
some hard decisions. But the bottom
line in all of that is we can do it. And
if we have the resolve and the Amer-
ican people want us to do it, there’s no
such thing as government money. It’s
all the taxpayers who send their money
up here to Washington. That’s what
we’re spending. And we’ve been spend-
ing too much of it.

So I'm encouraged by the fact that
we really did have a vote on that bill
yesterday that says we’re going to live
within our means, we’re going to do
what you do every day, and that we, as
women, can have a voice in that and
we’ll continue to have a voice in that.

And I thank you so much for putting
this together so that we have a chance
to express that to the American people.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Thank you so much.

I yield now to Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER
from Washington. Thank you so much
for coming today. She is one of my fel-
low freshmen, and we have gotten to be
good friends.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Thank
you so much. It’s a pleasure to be here.

This is one of the most monumental
times we face as a Nation. We are right
now making decisions that are not just
going to impact those of us here today
but our children and our children’s
children.

I am so proud to be a part of this
body that passed a bipartisan solution
to our budgeting problems just yester-
day. We passed, like the gentlelady
spoke about, a balanced budget amend-
ment.

I know there’s a lot of controversy
happening right now, and it’s frus-
trating to watch people posture here in
Washington, D.C. Folks back home are
sending me emails, and they’re calling
me, saying, Can you just get some solu-
tions done, Washington? And you know
my what my response is? I completely
agree.

It is frustrating to watch partisan
bickering taking place. And I kind of
smile to myself and I think, Just put
more women in charge because we’re
going to fight for solutions. And that’s
what we are here doing today, pro-
moting the solutions that we were able
to pass on the floor just yesterday, so-
lutions that require this House, this
body, not to spend more money than it
has coming in.

You know, it shouldn’t be a radical
concept. It shouldn’t be controversial
in the least. Every mother watching
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this, every mother in America, daugh-
ter, sister, aunt understands you can-
not spend more money each month
than you have coming in, no.

Women in the household tend to be
the decisionmakers when it comes to
finances, to health care, to education,
to taking care of older parents or fam-
ily. Women tend to be those decision-
makers, which gives us a solution-ori-
ented bent, which is why we’re here
today saying we are willing to work
with anybody who puts a plan on paper
to move this country forward, that re-
duces government overspending.

Again, very simple, don’t spend more
than you have coming in every month.
That is a plan to economic prosperity.
Don’t treat small business owners—
many of whom are women—don’t treat
small business owners as your personal
piggy bank. You can’t just go back to
the cash cow every time you want to
spend more money.

It’s ironic. Margaret Thatcher—in
fact, I saw this quote, I think it was
yesterday, which basically said—I'm
going to paraphrase her a little loosely.
But she said: The problem with social-
ists is eventually they run out of other
people’s money. And that’s the reality.
Women understand, you just can’t live
beyond your means for sustained
amounts of time.

For too long people of both parties—
right, Republicans and Democrats—
overspent. People of both parties in the
White House have overspent. We can
talk a long time about what got us
here, but that’s not going to get us out
of the mess. What we need now are our
solutions. And the solution that was
passed yesterday—again, a bipartisan
solution to cut the overspending, cap
future growth of government, and bal-
ance our budget—is a solution that’s
going to get our country on a path to
prosperity. It’s going to tell job cre-
ators, keep doing what you do best; en-
trepreneurs, keep dreaming, hire more
people.
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In my neck of the woods in southwest
Washington, we have double-digit un-
employment. Three years plus now of
families hurting. Enough is enough.

I encourage the Senate, I encourage
the White House to come to an agree-
ment, show us something on paper.
We’re willing to work together and to
negotiate. We’re all about making a so-
lution happen for the American people.
But let’s live within our means. It
shouldn’t be that difficult.

With that, I thank the gentlelady for
putting this together, and I'm proud to
be a part of it.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Thank you so much.

I yield now to my very good friend
from Alabama (Mrs. ROBY), who is the
mother of two, and she is wise beyond
her years.

Mrs. ROBY. I thank you very much
for those kind remarks, and, again,
what an honor and a privilege to be
here on the floor of the U.S. House of
Representatives representing Ala-
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bama’s Second District, but also here
just to embrace the very quote that
you began with: All great change in
America begins at the dinner table,
from President Ronald Reagan.

As I sit here, and I've been listening
to my colleagues, I can’t help but re-
flect back on my time as a child
around the dinner table with my par-
ents and my siblings. I am so grateful
for the parents that I have that encour-
aged debate, yet taught me the respon-
sibility that I have as an American and
as an individual. Certainly I credit my
wonderful parents for the opportunities
that I've had to lead me to this place
today to have the privilege and honor
of representing Alabama’s Second Dis-
trict.

This week, this Congress is embark-
ing on a historical path. We all under-
stand the responsibility that we have,
and each of us brings to the table a
unique sense. As women, as those who
pump gas and go to the grocery store
and see the rising costs of milk, we
bring a perspective to this Congress
that I think is vitally important to
demonstrate exactly where this coun-
try is now. The people that are having
to make the choice between whether
they’re putting food on their table or
gas in their car so that they can get to
their job to provide for their family. So
again, thank you for letting me be a
part of this.

All of us that are here on the floor
today, since the day we walked in, par-
ticularly this past January, we have
been fighting to tighten the govern-
ment’s belt. Every American has done
so in the past several years, and it’s
time that this Federal Government did
the same. We did it with the con-
tinuing resolution. We did it with the
House budget resolution, and we’ve
been doing it throughout the appro-
priations process, and we have done it
this week.

Our children, my children, my chil-
dren’s children, they deserve a future
free of crushing taxes so that they have
the same opportunity that I mentioned
that I had before. They deserve to be
free from a life of indebtedness to
China.

The Cut, Cap, and Balance Act en-
sures that we fulfill our constitutional
obligation to pay our debts. We’re at a
place right now, you and I could never
call up our credit card company and
say, hey, credit card company I've
maxed out my card. I don’t have any
cash to pay you the interest on what I
already owe, so could you just increase
my credit limit? Can you imagine? Can
you imagine going to your husband and
saying, I maxed out, but I need a little
bit more so I'm just going to call the
credit card company. That’s exactly
what’s going on here. And if we don’t
insist, just like you and I would in our
home, just like our spouses would, just
like we would for our children, if we do
not insist that there are significant
spending reforms where we cut up that
credit card and say no more—your
child wouldn’t change his or her behav-
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ior if you just continued to give them
more; nor would you change your be-
havior if your credit card company al-
lowed that kind of action. We should
require the same of our Federal Gov-
ernment as we do in our home.

It is so urgent that we provide the
American people with honest, honest
solutions, and I believe that we have
demonstrated that this week. I look
forward to the next coming weeks as
we can do all that we can, as Repub-
lican women, to help turn this tide of
spending in this country so that we can
save this country for the next genera-
tion. It cannot be about the next elec-
tion. It must be about the next genera-
tion.

Mrs. ELLMERS. I would now like to
yield to my very, very special friend,
Mrs. BIGGERT from Illinois, who has
been a voice of reason. She is a strong
woman here in Congress for us in the
GOP conference, and I appreciate all of
her remarks, which are always ex-
tremely thoughtful.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Thank you, and I
thank you for doing this.

I think that we’ve got such great
women that have come into this Con-
gress in this last term and are really,
you are all moving forward and really,
I think, setting the tone for what’s
going to happen in the future, and I ap-
preciate that.

But, you know, it is time for America
to live within its means. I got an email
from a constituent from Lockport, Illi-
nois recently, and she wrote to me im-
ploring Congress to say no, no to all
personal income tax increases. And she
further explains that she’s a single
mom. Just think of how many single
moms are out there having to work to
keep their kids clothed and in school
and keep her home going.

She said that she is a single mom,
struggling to keep her home, raise her
son, and pay her bills. She says, I can-
not pay any more taxes. I will lose ev-
erything. There are so many like that
out there.

A gentleman from Downers Grove, I1-
linois, wrote to me and said, it’s sad to
see the constant disagreement in Wash-
ington over almost all issues, including
national security, foreign affairs, et
cetera. But the budget must be con-
trolled. This is the hard-earned money
of American taxpayers that must be
spent wisely. Less is better.

We must live on budgets and not be
able to borrow whenever we run out of
money, as the gentlelady just said. We
don’t have a credit card. Most people
don’t have the credit card that they
can go and get their limit raised. Nei-
ther should we. We have to cut taxes
and stop spending. So let’s get people
back to work so that this country can
prosper and be great again.

For too long the government spent
the taxpayers into a debt that they can
not afford. And despite trillions in the
so-called stimulus, the economy has
grown only weaker as a result.

So consider these troubling statis-
tics. Our tax burden is approaching the
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highest levels in our country’s history
and is expected to rise. Unless we take
action now, it could exceed 20 percent
of GDP in just 3 years, a record we’ve
only seen once in 35 years.

Similarly, household taxes are exces-
sively high. Even in the slow economy,
at over $18,000 last year, the average
household tax burden has almost dou-
bled in the last 50 years. What’s worse
is that the interest on our debt for 1
year is equal to the entire budgets of
the Departments of Labor, Agriculture,
and Veterans Affairs combined.

In individual terms, it means that
each American’s share of our debt is
over $46,000. When I think of my family
and future generations, this means
that my nine grandchildren would col-
lectively owe over $414,000 if they had
to pay their share of our debt today.
Before my youngest grandson grad-
uates from college, he would owe
$103,000 on our national debt. This is
unacceptable. And that’s why we took
this first step to address the crisis yes-
terday by passing the Cut, Cap, and
Balance Act. And our colleagues across
the aisle would argue that this plan
goes too far by restricting future bor-
rowing. But the reality is that this bill
simply caps spending at the same sus-
tainable rates as past generations,
about 20 percent of GDP, a post World
War II average. No more and no less.

Don’t we care as much about our
children and grandchildren as our par-
ents did? I do, and so do the people who
sent us here to Congress. So we need to
show our creditors, our competitors,
and the American people that we are
willing to make the tough choices
needed to restore confidence and
growth in the United States.

I'm so proud of all the women that
are participating in this and are really
making a difference and showing that
we can move forward and balance our
budget and live within our means like
families across America.

I thank you for leading this effort.
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Mrs. ELLMERS. Thank you.

And to your point, I would just like
to refer to this chart right here. As you
can see, we have two individuals who
are talking about how they’re going to
pay those taxes, and that checkbook
right there, with obviously a nice
lady’s hand filling out that check. We
don’t know what it’s for, but we all
know that feeling. And this actually
ran in The Chicago Tribune May 6,
2011. It says, ‘‘Financial planners say
they are seeing more women becoming
the sole decisionmakers when it comes
to the family’s finances,” as you were
speaking. ‘“More and more women are
taking on the role of their family’s
chief financial officer; they set the
budget, pay the bills, make the grocery
list, and can tell you how much it truly
costs to run the family.” And I believe
that the American people, as you do,
should be able to know how much it
costs to run the country, and we should
stick to that budget as well.
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Thank you so much for your com-
ments.

I would now like to yield to my good
friend who, the last time we had a Spe-
cial Order, I just literally watched her
because she is a numbers person, and I
am always so impressed by that be-
cause I am not a numbers person. So
thank you to the gentlelady from Kan-
sas. She is, again, just so incredibly
smart, and I thank you, LYNN JENKINS,
for coming today to help us with this
effort.

Ms. JENKINS. I thank the gentlelady
from North Carolina for yielding.

I am LYNN JENKINS from the Second
Congressional District of Kansas, a
proud Republican woman, a mother of
two, and a CPA with nearly 20 years of
experience helping small businesses,
major corporations, and American fam-
ilies budget and return to solvency.

You see a family up there in the pic-
ture. I have spent nearly two decades
working with families across the din-
ner table to help them chart their way
back to prosperity and fiscal responsi-
bility, and I can tell you that if you
want to be serious about balancing
your budget and returning to solvency,
you have to look at both sides of the
ledger; you have to look at what you’re
taking in and what you’re spending,
and you have to look at your assets
and your liabilities.

When it comes to spending and liabil-
ities, it seems that in this town there
is some consensus that Washington
does indeed have a spending problem.
The time to rein in this out-of-control
wasteful Washington spending and debt
is long overdue. That is why the House
has passed a responsible, fact-based
budget that will curb Federal spending
by more than $6 trillion over the next
10 years, and why just yesterday we
passed a measure to again cut spending
by trillions of dollars and cap any fu-
ture spending as part of a deal to grant
the President his request to raise the
debt ceiling.

But it is our assets that make our
country truly blessed because our
greatest asset is the strength, the
drive, and the ingenuity of the Amer-
ican worker and the American business
owner. That is why we need to enhance
this asset and therefore increase our
revenues in a way that grows the econ-
omy. And it is not to hit our small
businesses with tax increases or more
regulation, but rather to institute
these pro-growth policies like House
Republicans are doing in our efforts to
reform the Tax Code to make it fairer
and flatter, to increase exports by fi-
nally passing the three pending trade
agreements, increase our energy pro-
duction, and remove the burdensome
regulations that are stifling growth
and hiring.

You simply can’t tax your way out of
this mess and into a robust economy;
you have to grow your way out of it.
You don’t have to take my word for it.
The President himself agreed with me
just last year when he said raising
taxes would ‘“‘just take more demand
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out of the economy and put businesses
in a further hole.”

Balancing our budget is critical to
our future, just as it is critical to every
business and family across this great
country. So it’s my hope that the es-
tablishment here in Washington can fi-
nally see the error of its ways, make
real cuts to this out-of-control spend-
ing binge, put hard caps on the at-
tempts to increase spending in the fu-
ture, and establish some pro-growth
policies that will lift us out of this
stagnant economy and into the pros-
perity the American people deserve.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Thank you very
much.

I now yield to my good friend from
South Dakota, part of our freshman
leadership, part of our freshman class
who has truly shown her leadership.
Thank you for coming today, Mrs.
NoEM. I am very excited to hear your
comments.

Mrs. NOEM. Thank you, and I thank
the gentlelady for yielding to me
today. I certainly appreciate it.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today not only as
a proud Republican woman as well, as
my good colleague from Kansas said,
but also as a wife and as a mother and
as an American concerned about Wash-
ington, D.C.’s spending habits.

We not only need a solution to dig
ourselves out of the situation that we
are in, but we need to make sure that
we don’t find ourselves back in the
same place. We need to make sure that
we are putting us on a new fiscal path
that certainly addresses the problems
that we have in front of us. The frus-
trating thing about that entire process
is that this President has been on the
sidelines. Certainly we all know the
Biblical phrase that ‘“‘without a vision
the people perish,” and that is truly
what is happening to America today—
that we don’t have a leader who has
been willing to step forward and give
us a plan to tell us what he truly
thinks are the options that are avail-
able to us. Instead, that has been left
to others to lead, and he has been more
than willing to stand on the sidelines
and to criticize every single one of
those options that have been brought
forward. In fact, his original budget,
which was proposed in February of this
year, failed to even address our most
difficult problems.

The Democrat-led Senate voted down
his budget unanimously. No one
jumped onboard because they recog-
nized that, under his plan, that we dou-
bled our debt in 5 years and tripled it
in 10. It certainly wasn’t going to be
the answer to what we needed to pre-
vent this most predictable financial
crisis that we find ourselves in.

Since then, the executive branch has
failed to provide the American people
with a solid plan to move forward. Dur-
ing a House Budget Committee hearing
the CBO director, Douglas Elmendorf,
referenced President Obama’s revised
budget speech by saying this: “We
don’t estimate speeches. We need much
more specificity than was provided in
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that speech for us to do our analysis.”
And essentially what he was saying
was, we can’t score a speech, we don’t
know what a speech means. Anybody
can give a really great speech; what we
need is leadership. We need someone to
step up to the table and tell us what we
need to do to address our problems so
that we can put it into action.

House Republicans have taken this
lead in the looming budget crisis. We
have shown time and time again that
we are serious about cutting our spend-
ing, we’re serious about balancing our
budget. In January, we passed H.R. 1,
which continued funding through 2011,
only to have it stalled by the Senate,
which in effect essentially delayed any
action until it got down to the brink of
a government shutdown. In March, we
passed our budget plan for fiscal year
2012. We are still waiting—more than
800 days—for the Senate to pass any-
thing that resembles a budget. We are
doing our work here in the House, but
we can’t do it alone; we need a willing
partner in the President, and we need a
willing partner in the Senate.

Last night, the House again passed
yet another plan to get our fiscal house
in order. We voted overwhelmingly to
support Cut, Cap, and Balance. I sup-
ported this plan because my constitu-
ents have been calling for weeks telling
me to support serious change, serious
spending cuts, and a balanced budget
amendment. They realize they can’t
spend more money than what they
have in their households; they want
their government to have some com-
mon sense.

South Dakota families and busi-
nesses understand the need to balance
a checkbook. Our country, just like our
families, can’t continue to spend more
than it makes. Even my 9-year-old son
realizes that. Recently, he had the
chance to come out with me to Wash-
ington, D.C., and he wanted to spend
some time at the Spy Museum, he had
been talking about it for months. So he
did a lot of chores around the ranch to
earn some money, but when he got
there and he got to walking through
the gift shop, he realized he didn’t have
enough money to buy everything that
he wanted. He saw a lot of things he
wanted to take home with him, but he
didn’t have the money, so he had to
prioritize. He had to pick and choose
and leave some things there because he
simply couldn’t afford that. Was he dis-
appointed? Absolutely. He was heart-
broken. But I tell you what: That
taught him a life lesson that he will
only learn from people that have com-
mon sense, that understand you cannot
spend money that you do not have and
you have to prioritize and make
choices.

America is out of money. We know
this, and President Obama knows this.
And yes, we do need fundamental tax
reform; yes, we need to identify our
priorities; and yes, we absolutely have
to stop spending money we don’t have.
Strong leadership, action, courage,
along with responsible solutions, are
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needed from all of us if we want to pre-
serve the American dream for our kids
and our grandkids.
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As a wife, mother, and a Republican
woman, I support a balanced budget
amendment, smaller government so my
kids can grow up with the liberties and
freedoms and so that they don’t have
to worry about paying the bills that we
are continuing to rack up in this coun-
try. It is time to change our ways.

I certainly thank the gentlewoman
for yielding to me.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Thank you so much
for your comments.

You know, it’s interesting, we all
have our stories, our anecdotes about
our household budgets and what we’re
dealing with. My son is 16 years old,
and he received his driver’s license a
couple of months ago. But the deal
with him is, Ben, you can’t get a car
until you finish that Eagle Scout
project. And you’re going to have to be
responsible to pay for the gas that goes
in it. Well, there’s not a day that goes
by here in Washington that I don’t re-
ceive a picture that he texted me of the
newest truck he’s found or the newest
Jeep. But there again, he understands
the deal. The deal is no vehicle until
the Eagle Scout project is at least
under way. I'm yielding on that. I'm
negotiating with him, but that’s the
plan.

Sometimes, as you said, we just can’t
have everything that we want. In a per-
fect world we could, but we can’t be-
cause when taxpayer dollars are being
spent, it’s not an endless flow of money
coming into Washington that is from
some unknown source. It’s taxpayer
dollars that we are spending. We have
to be good stewards of that. And what
better way to do that than the Cut,
Cap, and Balance plan that we passed
here in the House yesterday evening.

It was so incredibly powerful to see
those numbers up on the board and to
think that we could actually put a bal-
anced budget amendment in place,
which is basically amending the Con-
stitution. This would be a historic mo-
ment for us, and we will be part of it.
And President Obama would be the
President that puts that forward for fu-
ture generations. I just again am so
proud of it. Like I said, when you bring
it home, we all have to deal with those
budgets in our own household. Wash-
ington should be doing the same.

I would like to yield now to our vice-
chair, the gentlelady from Washington,
another member of leadership and a
voice of understanding, reason and
leadership for the GOP women, vice-
chair of our GOP Conference. Mrs.
MCMORRIS RODGERS, thank you so
much for coming to offer your com-
ments.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Thank
you very much. I am proud to be here
this evening to join the Republican
women. I want to especially thank you
as our leader from North Carolina. I
am proud that you are one of the dy-
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namic Republican women freshmen
who joined the House this year.

As I think about what the solution is
that faces America, I believe Repub-
lican women are a big part of that solu-
tion. We see that for all of the people
in America that are frustrated with
leaders in Congress who go behind
closed doors and strike a deal without
putting it to the people, Republican
women, women are seen as being hon-
est and trustworthy and problem-solv-
ers. And Republican women are also
seen as being fiscally responsible and
the ones who, I believe, are a big part
of the solution. So I am proud to join
you all this evening.

In so many ways we are at a cross-
roads here in the country. We have had
record unemployment, over 9 percent
for a record amount of time. We have
also reached a record in our spending.
As I think most people in the country
are aware, the President has asked
Congress to raise the debt ceiling by
$2.4 trillion to get us through Novem-
ber of 2012. That is his request. The Re-
publicans believe it is very important
that as we look at our fiscal situation,
that we are not just continuing down
the current path of raising the debt
ceiling, of adding to the credit cards,
but that we are changing course and
cutting up those credit cards.

I think it is important for people to
realize what that means for them and
their families. This request would be
$20,000 for every American family,
$20,000 in additional debt for every
American family across this country.
It is very important before we vote to
raise that debt, add that debt to our
families moving forward, that we
change course. And the real question in
my mind is whether or not the Presi-
dent recognizes that we cannot con-
tinue down this path. When you think
about our future, economic opportuni-
ties, national security interests, it is
very important that we change paths.

That’s why I am proud of the legisla-
tion that passed the House last night
with an overwhelming majority. We ac-
tually got some Democrat votes. It is a
bipartisan bill that passed the House
with 234 votes. Now it is over in the
Senate. We already know that 37 Sen-
ators have signed on to support this
bill. We want to make sure that Amer-
ica realizes that there is a plan on
paper that has passed the House and
does have support in the Senate, and
we want to continue to build on that
support.

Cut, Cap, and Balance is a reason-
able, credible plan to addressing where
we find ourselves as a country. Yes, it
includes cuts in current-year spending.
It includes caps as we move forward so
that we are going to bring down how
much we are spending, and it includes
a balanced budget amendment. I am a
strong supporter of a balanced budget
amendment.

When I was first running for Congress
in 2004, I talked a lot about the bal-
anced budget amendment. What I
didn’t appreciate was to what degree
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the Federal Government spends money,
borrows money, and prints money with
no limits. I thought there must be
some limits. There are no limits on the
Federal Government’s ability to bor-
row, to spend, and print money; and
the balanced budget amendment was
one that even Thomas Jefferson, after
they finished writing the Constitution,
said: If I can make one change, it
would be to limit the Federal Govern-
ment’s ability to borrow money. It’s
been a debate through the ages. It is
long overdue. This is the time. It’s
about America’s future, and I'm proud
to stand here tonight in support of Cut,
Cap, and Balance and the balanced
budget amendment and getting our fis-
cal House in order for our economy
today and for keeping the American
Dream alive for many years to come.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Thank you so much.

I would now like to yield to the gen-
tlelady from West Virginia (Mrs. CAP-
1TO).

Mrs. CAPITO. Thank you.

I would like to thank my colleagues
here today for the opportunity to talk
about something that is extremely im-
portant to every woman in America,
every person in America. It is not real-
ly a man or woman thing, or a child or
a grandparent thing. It is all of us. So
I look at things a lot of times, like a
lot of people, I try to put my own life
filter over what is going on here.

I'm in the sandwich generation. I
have elderly parents who are having
bumpy roads with their health. I just
today for the very first time had my
only and most beautiful granddaughter
with me today on the House floor. I re-
alized poor little Celia has $45,000
worth of national debt on her head.
And then I think of my parents trying
to manage their health care and their
finances in their senior years: have
they prepared enough, and did they
make the right choices. I think about
all of the in-between generation, the
sandwich generation which I am, and I
know that we want to make the right
choices for ourselves so when our chil-
dren are taking care of us, those deci-
sions can be easier for them and we can
be well prepared.

Quite honestly, with a $14 trillion
debt, I don’t think we’re going to be
prepared. What kind of handcuffs are
we putting on our future generation?

I think about times in my life when
maybe I have gone up to the limit on
my credit card or maybe things haven’t
been as—particularly when we were
younger, trying to buy a house for the
first time and trying to figure out how
we were going to manage the dollars
when we were first getting started, and
when we realized maybe we were going
a little over the limit or spending too
much, was the first thing we thought
about, was it let’s get a loan, let’s ask
our parents for more money?

No, the first thing you think about is
how are we going to cut back? How are
we going to save? How are we going to
live within our means? Because that is
the reasonable and rational way. That
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is the way that our parents did it, and
that’s the way we’ve tried to do it.

But that’s not the way things go on
here in Washington. A lot of people say
why is it only about cutting spending.
Because if we don’t prove and show we
can cut spending at the beginning be-
fore we talk about anything else, we
are never going to do it. I think those
are the hard decisions. Those are the
kitchen-table decisions. All great
change in America begins at the dinner
table. That is a Ronald Reagan quote.
That is absolutely true. That is why I
think the Cut, Cap, and Balance bill
that we passed yesterday makes so
much sense to a lot of American
women around the kitchen table be-
cause that’s what they’re doing.
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And so I think when we think about
it in terms of the balanced budget,
when I listened to the debate yester-
day, I think about my home State of
West Virginia. We have a balanced
budget. We have hundreds of millions
of dollars in surplus right now because
we are not permitted by law to spend
more than we bring in. And so we had
a good year this year for a lot of dif-
ferent reasons. But I think some of it is
the smart budgeting that we did up
front as a State—make tough decisions
as a State to make sure that at the end
of the year we’re not dipping into the
rainy day fund, that we’re not finding
ourselves saying the only way we can
save ourselves is to raise somebody’s
taxes. It’s because the spending deci-
sions that were made in the front end
with a budget—we have a budget for
the first time in, I think, 3 years in the
House.

And everybody around their kitchen
table makes a budget. If they don’t
make it every year, certainly when
they’re in trouble they start making a
budget. You do really simple things
like decide not to go out to eat, stop
your magazine subscriptions. The easy
things first and then the really hard
decisions. That’s where we are right
now are the hard decisions.

I think as a daughter and as a mother
of a daughter and a mother of now a
granddaughter, I think women make a
lot of these decisions. I see the genera-
tions changing. I see the decisions
maybe that my mom made were not as
involved as the ones that I'm making.
And I certainly can see that my own
daughter, independent, on her own, is
going to be so much more empowered
financially to make decisions. So let’s
not leave her and the next generations
holding a big IOU on their back. Let’s
take the opportunity.

Another question I get is that we’ve
raised the debt ceiling how many times
in the past—numerous times in the
past. I think they were quoting 17
times under Ronald Reagan or some-
thing like that, if I recall correctly.
And that is correct. We have raised the
debt ceiling. I've voted to raise it be-
fore. But this is different. We need to
seize this opportunity. Because if we
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don’t seize the opportunity to clamp
down on the spending now when the
American people realize what an issue
and what a problem and what a genera-
tional burden we’re passing on—we
have the ear of the American people,
and that’s the difference. That’s the
difference.

A lot of things in our lives are all
about timing. Certainly political lives
are all about timing. Sometimes you
can have the greatest candidate in the
world, and if it’s not the right time,
they can’t make it. And this is the
time. This is the time for us to grab
the reins, to say to the Senate and the
President and the American people,
We’re ready, you’re ready, and let’s
join together and do this.

So I look forward to hopefully Cut,
Cap, and Balance making it through
the Senate. But at least if it doesn’t
make it in the form we pass today, the
concepts within this—cutting, capping,
and balancing our budgets—are every-
day events in people’s lives. We need to
do it here. I look forward to joining
with all my fellow women Republicans
we’re talking with today, with the rest
of the women in the country, but also
every man, woman, and child in this
country, because it’s all about every
American, and we don’t want to see an
overburden on either the older genera-
tion, the younger generation, or the
generations to come.

Thank you for having us. I look for-
ward to working together.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Thank you so much.

I would like to now yield to one of
my fellow freshman colleagues who I
have gotten to be very good friends
with. She is an incredible individual.
She is a great person to be serving
with. I truly appreciate all of her
input, thoughtful comments. We dis-
cuss issues every day here in Congress.

I yield to my good friend, SANDY
ADAMS, from Florida.

Mrs. ADAMS. Thank you.

I join my fellow Republican women
today to come and talk to you about
what we passed yesterday, Cut, Cap,
and Balance. I want to reach out to the
American people and tell them why.
August 2 is quickly approaching, and
what we have heard from our President
is, first, the Biden talks. Then it was
the ‘‘grand bargain.” Then it was the
McConnell-Reid deal. Then it was Gang
of Six. Again, all of these are pro-
posals, all of these are ideas. Nothing
on paper. Nothing to be scored by the
Congressional Budget Office. Not one
thing put down in writing so that the
American people and, quite frankly,
Congress knows what is truly in these
plans.

So now, just yesterday, the House
Republicans passed Cut, Cap, and Bal-
ance with bipartisan support. It’s the
only legislation that has been intro-
duced to Congress that actually ad-
dresses the debt, the deficit, and the
ability to get our budget back in order,
balancing our budget, the only one
scored by the Congressional Budget Of-
fice. I supported that legislation and I
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will continue to support it because it is
the only legislation that has been
brought forth to handle our debt, def-
icit, and our budget. Not any of these
other plans that have been floated out
there, spoken about, talked about,
nothing in writing.

As I heard one of my colleagues say
earlier, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice said, We can’t score a speech. And
the American people don’t really know
what’s in that legislation unless you
write it down and let them take a look
at it. That is so important for the
American people. They want to know
what we are doing. That’s why it was
so important that we had Cut, Cap, and
Balance out there. The American peo-
ple had a chance to read it, review it.
They’ve seen what we have done. And
I’'m hearing from the people in my dis-
trict that they’re happy. They’re happy
that we have passed a responsible bill.

We’re facing $14.3 trillion in debt. It’s
equal to about 95 percent of our entire
economy. And $3.7 trillion of that was
just accrued under President Obama’s
watch. To put that in perspective, it
took the United States from 1776 to
1992 to accrue that same amount of
debt that we’ve accrued in about 2%
years. We’re mortgaging our children’s
future. We’re borrowing 40 cents on the
dollar, much of it from the Chinese.
And we are sending the bill to our chil-
dren and grandchildren. This has got to
stop.

pr we don’t listen to the American
people, then shame on us. We have
heard them loud and clear. We know
they want us to get our fiscal house in
order because every day the American
people are making their hard decisions
on what they’re going to buy, whether
it’s gas, whether it’s prescription
drugs, whether it’s food, because every-
thing is going up. And the jobs are
going away. We have a high unemploy-
ment rate. We have different credit
rating places telling us, Get your fiscal
house in order or we are going to down-
grade you. If that happens, the Amer-
ican people are the ones that suffer
with us. This affects each and every
one of us.

That is why I am proud to have sup-
ported Cut, Cap, and Balance. That is
why we stand here today talking with
you, the American people, letting you
know we heard you. I'm ringing the
alarm. My colleagues in the House are
ringing the alarms. But the Senate
Democrats and this President don’t
seem to be listening. We have a prob-
lem, and it is not a tax problem. It is
a spending problem here in Wash-
ington. We need to get that spending
under control.

Since 1917—I think that’s when they
first passed this debt ceiling legisla-
tion, and I think, personally, they
passed it with hopes that Congress
would never spend more than they took
in. That’s my opinion. I wasn’t here
back then. But I will tell you that year
after year, Congress has voted to ig-
nore, to move on, to continue the
spending without addressing the true
drivers of our debt. We have to address
those drivers.
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If Congress isn’t willing and the
President isn’t willing, then the Amer-
ican people are willing, and they’re
saying, Send us the balanced budget
amendment. Let us show you where we
are on this. Forty-nine States have a
balanced budget requirement and
they’re able to live within their means.
We should do no less. The American
people live within their means, States
live within their means, and Congress
and the Federal Government should do
no less.
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Years of kicking the can down the
road have come to an end. Reckless
spending needs to stop. And the Sen-
ate’s repeated failure to pass a budget
and do their jobs that has led us to this

economic crossroads needs to stop.

I'm asking my colleagues in the Sen-
ate, take up this bill, pass this bill.
Listen to the American people. They
want the opportunity to vote on a bal-
anced budget amendment. Let them.
What are you afraid of? Let the Amer-
ican people’s voices be heard. Let them
vote.

Americans deserve better, and we
have proven that here in the House. I
hope that our Senate colleagues are lis-
tening. I hope our President is listen-
ing. August 2 is quickly approaching.
You do not have a scorable plan writ-
ten down. We need to make sure that
we protect our American heritage for

our future generations.
Mrs. ELLMERS. I thank the gentle-

lady.

I now yield to the gentlelady from
Ohio.

Mrs. SCHMIDT. I thank my good

friend Mrs. ELLMERS from North Caro-
lina for hosting this Special Order this
evening because this is about Amer-
ica’s future and about America doing
what each and every woman, each and
every man, each and every family has
to do each and every week at their
table, and that’s balance the budget
and pay the bills.

The greatest President, they say, in
the last century was Ronald Reagan.
And in his farewell speech, he said,
““All great change in America begins at
the dinner table.” And it does. It’s the
universe of our home life. It’s where we
educate our children, where we feed our
children, where we stake out the ideas
on how we want our future to go, where
we plan parties, where we plan events,
and where we discuss Grandma’s depar-
ture. It is the center of our home. And
it is from that that I want to focus on
what I think needs to be said tonight.

We have to balance our budget in
America, in this House, in this Cham-
ber, at this kitchen table. We have all
seen what it is to take a checkbook,
take the bills, and make them come to-
gether. That’s what we need to do, and
that’s what I believe a balanced budget
amendment will force this Congress
and future Congresses to do: balance
our checkbook.

Just like mothers and grandmothers
across this country, I have a major
stake in the future of our Nation, and
that is not just my daughter and her
wonderful husband, but my Michael
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and my Anthony, my wonderful little
grandchildren.

My father was the epitome of the
American Dream. He came from noth-
ing, but he worked hard and started his
business and paid the bills of those
businesses at their little, small kitchen
table. And he grew that and gave us the
opportunity to make sure that what we
wanted to accomplish in the United
States was available to us. And that’s
what I did for my daughter. And, you
know, when she started her little busi-
ness, do you know where she started it?
At the kitchen table in the house she
grew up in. And she’s got a thriving lit-
tle business. But she’s got two little
children, and we want that American
Dream for them.

We’ve got to get our fiscal house in
order. We cannot Kkeep creating the
debts and deficits that we are creating
in this country. A balanced budget
amendment will force us to do the
right things for our country just as
moms and dads across the Nation have
to do all the time at their kitchen ta-
bles; that’s live within their means.

I urge the Senate to take up the bal-
anced budget amendment. I urge this
Chamber to adopt it, I urge the Senate
to adopt it, and to make it a reality.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Thank you so much.

I now yield to my other—I say
“‘other” but we have many—good
friend from Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER),
who is one of those great freshmen that
I'm serving with.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Thank you, RENEE.
We certainly appreciate your hosting
this today, and I certainly am glad to
lend my support for a balanced budget
amendment.

It goes back to my childhood. I've
shared this before, but I wanted to
share this again because this is what I
grew up with, and I believe it’s what
most Americans grew up with.

I grew up on a farm, and it was just
my mom and my dad and my sister and
me. And every January my mom would
get out all these ledger papers and lay
them out on the kitchen table. That
was before the days of the computers.
Each page represented a month. And
she and my dad would spend days, lit-
erally, charting out the cash flow for
our farm for the rest of the year. And
they would try to estimate how much
the yield was going to be on the corn
and the soybeans, and they had to
guess how much the price was going to
be, and they researched the cost of the
seed and the other inputs and the fuel,
and they charted that all out, and then
our mortgage payments.

They were able to, through working
that pencil and erasing and reworking
it, figure out how they were going to
make everything work, how they were
going to be able to live within their
means. It wasn’t always easy, but as
the years went on and conditions
changed, Mother would get that eraser
out and she would readjust that cash
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flow to make sure that we stayed in
balance, make sure that we had every-
thing that we needed. And that’s just
common sense. That’s families bal-
ancing their budget.

I carry on that tradition. I do it, and
people all over Missouri’s Fourth Dis-
trict do it. Families I talk to, they say,
Every year we balance our budget, how
come Washington doesn’t? Every small
business I visit says, We balance our
budget, how come Washington doesn’t?
Every farmer and rancher I visit with
says, We balance our budget, how come
Washington doesn’t?

We have got to start taking the com-
mon sense from the people and apply it
here in Washington.

Even the States, they certainly are
one up on us here—49 out of the 50
States have a balanced budget amend-
ment. They live within their means.

Yet Washington thinks they don’t
need it. Well, I think they do. With a
$14.3 trillion debt that we have now, it
is evident that people here cannot live
within their means, and they need to
have the constraints of a budget.

So we’ve passed it here in the House.
It was the right thing to do. It’s sup-
ported by the American people. Now
the Senate and the President need to
get on board.

Why the President would oppose our
cut, cap, and balance plan, I have no
idea. I want the President to share
with me and with all of us and the
American people why he does not sup-
port balancing our budget. We do it at
home. We need to do it in Washington,
and we need to do it now.

Thank you.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Thank you so much.

The gentlelady from Texas (Ms.
GRANGER) will be finishing this eve-
ning’s comments.

She is a good friend to all of us as
freshmen, a mentor to us, and I thank
you for coming this evening as well. It
means very much that you contribute
to this.

Ms.
much.

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk a little
bit about my experience balancing
budgets because I had to manage many
different kinds of budgets, and some all
at the same time.

As a business owner for 23 years, 1
had to balance my insurance com-
pany’s budget. As the mayor of Fort
Worth, I had to balance the city’s
budget. And as the mother of three, I
had to balance the household budget.

What is the same about every budget
I have ever balanced is that there was
never any choice. There were very seri-
ous consequences for not being fiscally
responsible, whether it was in my busi-
ness, at city hall, or at home.

Most Americans have had the same
experience I've had. We all sit around
the kitchen table and figure out how to
make ends meet, and then we ask why
can’t Washington do the same thing?

Families and businesses have to bal-
ance their budgets every single day.
It’s only right that the Federal Gov-

GRANGER. Thank you very
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ernment, with $14.3 trillion in debt,
should finally have to do what all
Americans already do. But when Wash-
ington is asked to balance the budget
for the American people, this seems to
be too tall an order.

Washington could learn a thing or
two from the women in Congress: 10.6
million businesses owned in the United
States are owned by women, and
women now make up the majority of
the workforce. We’re the leaders of
Fortune 500 companies. But as we’ve
taken an even greater responsibility,
we haven’t given anything up. We're
balancing budgets at our business dur-
ing the day, and when we get home,
we’re taking care of our families’ fi-
nances, and many of us care for our
aging parents and their budgets too.
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We know what it means to make ends
meet, and we’ve lived up to that re-
sponsibility in every part of our lives.
It’s now time for Washington to do the
same.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Thank you so much.

My good friend was pointing out the
need to be following our finances as
more and more women are becoming
businessowners. They are the bread-
winners, as you can see from this chart
here, once again figuring out the bills,
balancing the budget, taking care of
our family members and their health
care needs. It’s so important.

In order for us to be good stewards of
taxpayer dollars here in Washington,
it’s time for a balanced budget amend-
ment. I am very proud of what our
House did in a bipartisan effort yester-
day, and I'm hoping that the Senate
and the President will also be part of
that very significant, historic move so
that we can get this country back on
sound financial ground.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one
of his secretaries.

————
MAKE IT IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

I am going to be joined by my col-
leagues today, and we are going to talk
about the financial situation here in
the United States and about the mean-
ing of the various ideas and proposals
that have been put forward.

I want to compliment my colleagues
on the Republican side for their tenac-
ity in putting out their sound bites,
but I think it’s very, very important
for the American people to understand
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in detail exactly what is being pro-
posed here. Yesterday, we did have
what was called the Cut, Cap, and Bal-
ance proposal. You might also call it
the ‘‘Cut, Slash, and Burn” proposal
because, once you get past the sound
bites and get into the details of what
has actually been proposed, you’ve got
to stand back and go, Whoa. Wait a
minute. Is that really what a balanced
budget amendment is all about?

We’re going to go into that in a few
moments to really understand exactly
what this balanced budget amendment
is and the effect that it will have on
Americans, particularly on women in
America; but before we go there, we
need to step back a bit and understand
how it is that we got into this situa-
tion with this deficit of $14 trillion.
How did we get here? It’s really impor-
tant to understand that. Before you go
off and try to solve the problem, you
need to know what is the situation,
what is the circumstance.

This little chart here lays out where
the deficit came from. Now, understand
that, at the end of the Clinton adminis-
tration in January 2001, the United
States Government was running a sur-
plus, a $300 billion-plus surplus. It had
run that for the previous 2 years. So we
had a surplus, and we were on the path
during the decade 2001-2010 to literally
pay off the entire American debt. It
would be paid off. Now, whether that’s
a good idea or not, you can debate
that, but that’s what we were on. So
the trajectory was, had we maintained
the same policies, the same growth in
our economy, we would have paid off
the total debt. However, something
happened.

Now, what happened?

What happened was a change in poli-
cies and two wars: the Iraq and the Af-
ghanistan war following the 9/11 event
in 2001 and then the Iraq war in 2003—
neither war paid for. For the first time
in American history, neither war was
paid for—all borrowed money for the
first time ever in America’s history.
Another thing happened along the way,
and that is: in 2001, the first George W.
Bush tax cut followed in 2003 by the
second George W. Bush tax cut.

Here is what they meant. Take a
careful look at this. This is where the
deficit started. We started here with
the Bush-era tax cuts and then over the
years so that in 2019—20 years—we have
this extraordinary growth in the def-
icit caused by those tax cuts. Of course
it assumes the tax cuts will continue
on into 2019.

The red area here are the wars.
Again, not paid for. So the Iraq war
and the Afghanistan war.

The other thing is this downturn in
the economy. The downturn in the
economy occurred in 2008. How did it
happen? Why did we have that crash of
the American economy?

We had it because the Federal Gov-
ernment stepped back from regulating
the financial institutions, allowing
them to run wild, assuming that they
would be smart enough to regulate
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