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Stephens joined the Army in 2001. 

The verbal and physical attacks start-
ed quickly and came from virtually 
every level of the chain of command. In 
one of the worst incidents, a group of 
men tackled him, shoved a soda bottle 
into his rectum, and threw him back-
ward off an elevated platform onto the 
hood of a car. When he reported the in-
cident, his platoon sergeant told him, 
‘‘You’re the problem. You’re the reason 
this is happening,’’ and refused to take 
action. His assailants told him that 
once deployed to Iraq, they would 
shoot him in the head. 

I recently received an email from 
Heath Phillips, who joined the Navy at 
the young age of 17, in 1988. Phillips 
was attacked on multiple occasions be-
ginning his first weekend on duty. 
When he reported the assault, he was 
called a liar, a baby, mama’s boy, and 
a few other choice words. He would 
complain to the chain of command and 
be told to shut up, and asked for wit-
nesses. In one particularly horrific in-
cident, a group of men attacked Phil-
lips in the shower and sodomized him 
with a toilet brush handle. They 
laughed and joked about it the whole 
time. After he went to the infirmary, 
bleeding and in pain, he was told he 
was fine and to take the day off. Phil-
lips eventually went AWOL to protect 
himself. He still suffers to this day. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a moral black 
eye on the military, it’s a moral black 
eye on this Congress, and it’s a moral 
black eye on this Nation. It is time to 
stop talking and to take action. 

f 

THIRTY-SEVENTH YEAR OF INVA-
SION AND OCCUPATION OF CY-
PRUS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, as I do each year on the anniver-
sary of Turkey’s unlawful invasion of 
Cyprus, to again call upon Turkish au-
thorities to end the 37-year military 
occupation of this island nation. The 
tragic history of the occupation is 
well-documented. Sadly, with each 
passing year, still more indignities are 
visited upon the Cypriot people. 

On Christmas morning, 2010, a large 
number of Orthodox Christians made 
their way to the Saint Sinesios Church. 
During the prayer service, the Turkish 
occupation authorities barged into the 
church, drove out the worshipers, and 
sealed the doors of the building. This 
was an assault on religious freedom. A 
few months ago, on May 2, Turkish oc-
cupation authorities demolished the 
200-year old Chapel of Saint Thekla lo-
cated in the village of Vokolida. This, 
too, was an assault on religious free-
dom. These are among countless exam-
ples of the systematic repression and 
destruction of the Orthodox Christian 
faith that is carried on by Turkish au-
thorities on the island. 

The United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom, the 

body that is tasked by this Congress on 
the state of religious freedom through-
out the world in terms of advising us 
on that situation, reports that gross 
violations of religious freedom occur in 
the areas under the control of the 
Turkish occupation authorities. Tur-
key’s foreign minister, the Honorable 
Ahmet Davutoglu, has proclaimed that 
Turkey’s foreign policy is rooted in the 
doctrine of ‘‘zero problems with its 
neighbors.’’ Unfortunately, the fruits 
of this doctrine appear to be wholly ab-
sent in Turkish relations with the Re-
public of Cyprus. 

Under the auspices of the United Na-
tions, Turkey agreed as a confidence 
building measure in 1979 to withdraw 
and hand over the uninhabited city of 
Famagusta to its rightful inhabitants. 
Despite the annual calls of the United 
Nations for Turkey and the Turkish oc-
cupation authorities to honor this 
agreement, Famagusta remains a ghost 
town. The international community 
continually demands the withdrawal of 
the overwhelming Turkish military 
presence on Cyprus. However, the 
Turkish occupation authorities have 
not even considered a reduction of 
military troops. 

As a candidate country seeking ac-
cession to the European Union, Turkey 
has been advised to open its air and sea 
ports to the Republic of Cyprus as a 
condition for the further negotiation of 
the accession chapters. Turkey none-
theless refuses to open its ports to Cyp-
riot-flagged vessels. Cyprus will hold 
the presidency of the European Union 
in the second half of 2012. Rather than 
seize the opportunity to put its ‘‘zero 
problems’’ doctrine into effect, Foreign 
Minister Davutoglu just the other day 
threatened the European Union that 
Turkey will freeze relations with that 
body when the Republic of Cyprus 
holds its presidency. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not the conduct 
of a country serious about joining the 
family of democratic nations. The 
United States, the European Union, 
and the United Nations all call for a 
just and lasting settlement that reuni-
fies Cyprus as a bizonal, bicommunal 
federation. After 37 years of broken 
promises, it is high time that this 
Chamber demand that Turkey conduct 
itself in accordance with the standards 
and values expected of a democracy, a 
member of NATO, and a candidate 
country of the European Union. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and Gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 
Bless the Members of this assembly as 
they set upon the work of these hours, 
of these days. Help them to make wise 
decisions in a good manner and to 
carry their responsibilities steadily, 
with high hopes for a better future for 
our great Nation. 

Deepen their faith, widen their sym-
pathy, heighten their aspirations, and 
give them the strength to do what 
ought to be done for this country. 

May Your blessing, O God, be with 
them and with us all this day and every 
day to come, and may all we do be done 
for Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. BUCSHON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING U.S. ARMY SPECIALIST 
JAMES A. WATERS 

(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor U.S. Army Specialist 
James A. Waters. Specialist Waters, a 
21-year-old native of Cloverdale, Indi-
ana, lost his life in combat on July 1 in 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, of wounds suf-
fered from an improvised explosive de-
vice during an insurgent attack. 

Specialist Waters was assigned to the 
1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Moun-
tain Division in Fort Drum, New York. 
Indiana lost a great citizen, who was 
affectionately known as Jimmy. He 
planned to marry his high school 
sweetheart in December. 

His sacrifice and valor should be 
commended, and I would like to offer 
my most heartfelt condolences to Spe-
cialist Waters’ family and friends. 
From a grateful Nation, he will be 
missed but not forgotten. 
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IOM REPORT ON WOMEN’S 

PREVENTATIVE HEALTH SERVICES 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud the work of the Insti-
tute of Medicine’s Committee on Pre-
ventive Services for Women, who re-
leased their critically important final 
report yesterday. The IOM’s rec-
ommendations are clear. Women need 
access to annual well-woman preven-
tive visits, access to screening for do-
mestic violence, gestational diabetes, 
and a full range of sexually trans-
mitted diseases. They need to have in-
creased breastfeeding support, and they 
need to have access to contraceptives, 
all without cost sharing. 

In these hard economic times, these 
recommendations underscore the im-
perative that women and their families 
should not have to choose between pre-
ventive care and paying their bills. 

The IOM was bold. It broke through 
the extreme politics surrounding wom-
en’s health and, instead, relies on rig-
orous science to make its determina-
tions. We must follow the IOM’s lead 
and ensure all women have access to 
these services, no matter where they 
get their health care or how much they 
earn. 

f 

GANG OF SIX 

(Mr. CHAFFETZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Gang of Six? The 
Gang of Six? How about that gang of 
234 people yesterday, Republicans and 
Democrats, who passed the plan that 
doesn’t raise taxes and averts the cri-
sis? 

f 

RHODE ISLAND COUNCIL OF COM-
MUNITY MENTAL HEALTH ORGA-
NIZATIONS 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the extraor-
dinary work of the Rhode Island Coun-
cil of Community Mental Health Orga-
nizations. Representatives from the 
Rhode Island Council of Community 
Mental Health Organizations are on 
Capitol Hill this week advocating for 
the millions of Americans who suffer 
from mental illness. 

The council’s work is vital because, 
according to the National Institute of 
Mental Health, an estimated 26 percent 
of American adults will suffer from a 
diagnosable mental disorder in a given 
year, and approximately 6 percent of 
Americans will suffer from a serious 
form of mental illness. 

Since 1979, the council has led crit-
ical efforts to raise awareness about 
mental health and emphasize the im-

portant of mental health care funding. 
The council’s efforts to integrate be-
havioral health with primary care has 
saved lives and cut costs in our State, 
setting an example for the Nation. 

The Rhode Island Council of Commu-
nity Mental Health Organizations is a 
true leader in the field of mental 
health. I believe we must make mental 
health care and full implementation of 
mental health parity a major priority 
as we continue to protect health care 
as a right for all. 

I commend the Rhode Island Council 
of Community Health Organizations on 
their work to improve and promote 
mental health care. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
ARCHBISHOP CHARLES CHAPUT 
(Mr. GARDNER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise before you to recognize the hard 
work and dedication of Archbishop 
Charles Chaput, who has served the 
Colorado Catholic community for over 
a decade. It was announced this week 
that he has been reassigned to lead the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia. While I 
am saddened that Archbishop Chaput 
will be leaving our great State, he 
leaves behind a legacy of defending the 
innocent and helping the weak that we 
can all celebrate with pride. 

He first came to Colorado in 1977 to 
be pastor of Holy Cross Parish in 
Thornton. After many years of min-
istry, and having held various impor-
tant positions in the Church, in 1977 
Pope John Paul II appointed and in-
stalled him Archbishop of Denver. He 
has fought against anti-Semitism and 
other forms of intolerance, working 
tirelessly to advance religious freedom 
around the globe. His outreach to the 
Hispanic community is second to none. 

I first met him at the Colorado State 
Legislature where I came to know him 
as a man of high integrity and deep, 
deep faith. I admire the archbishop’s 
dedication to all people of faith. 

I’d like to offer him my most sincere 
thanks for all of his work in Colorado 
and wish him the best of luck in all of 
his future endeavors. 

f 

DEFAULT WOULD DESTROY 
AMERICAN JOBS 

(Mr. DOYLE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
licans want deep spending cuts with no 
new revenues as the price of raising the 
debt limit. Some Republicans have 
downplayed the impact that defaulting 
on the national debt would have on our 
economy and our people, and most Re-
publicans have downplayed the impact 
on average Americans of the budget 
cuts they’re calling for. This doesn’t 
come as a surprise, but what is sur-
prising is how out of touch they are 
with mainstream Americans. 

Most Americans say their biggest 
concern isn’t government spending; it’s 
jobs. But rather than pursue a real job- 
creation agenda, House Republicans 
have passed legislation that would ac-
tually slow the economy and kill 
American jobs. Their demand for even 
bigger spending cuts in exchange for 
raising the debt ceiling is the latest 
and greatest effort yet to kill middle 
class American jobs. 

They say either we cut government 
spending deeper, or they’re going to 
force us into default, which every econ-
omist agrees causes a deeper recession 
and throws hundreds of thousands of 
middle class Americans out of work. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s time for House Re-
publicans to get a grip and offer an 
agenda that actually creates jobs. 

f 

WE MUST PRESERVE AMERICA’S 
SPACE LEGACY 

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, 42 years 
ago today, Neil Armstrong took one 
small step on the lunar surface. It was 
the culmination of a national initia-
tive to put men on the Moon. But al-
though our mission was achieved, it 
didn’t end our yearning to explore. In 
many ways it only deepened, and I be-
lieve it still exists today. 

Tomorrow, STS–135 Atlantis is sched-
uled to land in Florida; and with the 
completion of the mission, the shuttle 
program will have come to an end. We 
now face the uncertainty of where our 
next steps in space will be. 

America’s legacy as the unrivaled 
world leader in space exploration en-
ters into a new and uncertain era. As 
chairman of the Space and Aeronautics 
Subcommittee, partnered with Chair-
man RALPH HALL, I will work within 
Congress, with NASA, and with private 
entities to ensure America’s space ex-
ploration legacy is maintained and 
that last year’s NASA reauthorization 
bill is implemented. 

We must continue developing the 
Space Launch System and Multi-Pur-
pose Crew Vehicle in order to achieve 
assured access for American crews to 
the international space station. Even 
in challenging economic times, I urge 
my colleagues to prioritize human 
space flight, for it is in times like 
these that inspiration is needed more 
than ever. 

f 

b 1210 

WE NEED JOBS 
(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, Republican 
slash-and-burn politics have not cre-
ated a single job for hardworking 
Americans and Republicans have not 
presented a bill on jobs in this Con-
gress. The fact is we need jobs and we 
need innovative jobs, and the Demo-
crats have proposed a jobs plan that 
emphasizes innovation. 
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