July 18, 2011

in this country to achieve what we call
the American dream.

We need to do what we have always
done best—to create. We need to regain
our place as the innovation capital of
the world. And to do that and to secure
a sustainable future for our children,
we have to invest in the work of bring-
ing our country back from 25th in
science, 17th in math, 14th in reading,
and 12th in college graduates.

The issue should not be cut, cut, cut.
I agree with Tom Friedman on that as
well. But it should be how do we do
what is necessary to bring our beloved
Nation back to the first-place standing
which is where it always must be and
what our families and our children de-
serve.

As the African proverb said—this is
really what’s happening now—the ele-
phants are fighting and the grass is
getting crushed.

This should not be a fight over polit-
ical ideology. Democratic leaders have
shown their willingness to compromise
on many of the programs we hold sa-
cred. What those compromises are and
how large they are I think will deter-
mine where the CBC stands when the
time comes to vote.

But there can be no compromise, as
you’ve heard from my colleagues to-
night, on Social Security, which has
nothing to do with the deficit whatso-
ever, or on Medicare, which we have
done so much to strengthen and
lengthen in the Affordable Care Act, or
on Medicaid, which would not only
cause undue but grave harm to the
poor and all of the States and terri-
tories that we represent.

So I say to my fellow Members of
Congress on both sides of the aisle, on
both sides of the Capitol, let’s raise
this debt ceiling. Let’s forget this
crazy debate about cutting programs
that hurt our fellow Americans and do
it in a clean vote so that we can get
back to the important critical business
of creating jobs, of rebuilding our coun-
try, of putting in place a strong foun-
dation for our future, of restoring our
image in the world and holding on to
our position of leadership.

I yield the balance of my time to
Congresswoman SHEILA JACKSON LEE.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. I thank
the gentlelady.

I want to thank her so very much for
her leadership but I wanted to—when I
said the bust, I want to equate it to the
balanced budget amendment. That is
what this Cap, Cut, and Balance is; it is
a balanced budget amendment.

But let me be very clear, because you
said something very important. The
balanced budget amendment, if it was
passed, would virtually guarantee that
future budgets would cut and end Medi-
care as well as drastically cut Med-
icaid, just like the Republican budget.
The balanced budget amendment takes
two-thirds of the House and the Senate
to pass. It is almost impossible for it to
pass.

And we are not like States where
States do balance but they only have
to take care of their State.
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Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. What you are
saying, though, is we would never be
able to raise any revenue because it
takes two-thirds of both bodies to be
able to do anything to increase rev-
enue.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. So in
Joplin, Missouri, the floods, the torna-
does—and let me finish on this.

We served on Homeland Security. We
have seen the death of Mr. Karzai’s
brother, his very close aide. We have
seen Pakistani police officers shot
down in a massacre by the Taliban.
This is a very serious climate of ter-
rorism in this world.

And the tragedy, the backdrop of 9/11
where we had to bail out the airlines,
where we had to rebuild New York and
other places, that is a responsibility of
America. That’s why there is a Federal
Government. And if we are to play with
this through the Cap, Cut, and Balance,
the balanced budget amendment, we
will be the tap dance, we will be the
losers club, and we will bust the rights
of Americans to call upon their Federal
Government when they are in need.

This is not a time to play with the
lives of Americans. I believe that we
are ready to compromise but not to en-
gage in frivolity when it is serious and
when we have to do what the American
people need us to do.

I am very glad to be with the gentle-
lady from the Virgin Islands tonight,
but I couldn’t leave the podium with-
out emphasizing that homeland secu-
rity cannot be undermined and dimin-
ished. It is extremely important and
does well to serve and secure the Amer-
ican people. Let’s do right by the
American people.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN.
gentlelady from Texas.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

I thank the

——
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
FOR A BALANCED BUDGET
AMENDMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. BROOKS) is recognized for
half the remaining time until 10 p.m.,
22 minutes.

Mr. BROOKS. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

America is the greatest Nation in the
history of the world. We enjoy a stand-
ard of living that is envied by most. We
have a national defense unmatched in
history. We are a beacon of freedom for
all.

Have you ever thought about why
America is the world’s leader? Are we
just lucky. No. I would submit to you
that there are substantive reasons for
our greatness.

We are blessed today because of the
sacrifices of others before us, others
who gave of themselves to ensure a bet-
ter future for their children and suc-
ceeding generations. History shows us
that great nations rise and great na-
tions fall, but they rarely fall from
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without without first suffering weak-
ness from within.

Today, the greatest threat to Amer-
ica is not a foreign power. No. Amer-
ica’s greatest threat is Washington’s
irresponsible, dangerous, and insatiable
spending habits. Admiral Mullen,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
testified recently before the House
Armed Services Committee that Amer-
ica’s greatest national security threat
is our own unsustainable and growing
debt burden. It wasn’t al Qaeda. It
wasn’t North Korea. It wasn’t the
Taliban. It wasn’t any other foe across
the globe. It was our unsustainable na-
tional debt. And he is right.
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For years, Washington has been on a
spending binge of epic proportions.
Why do Washington’s politicians risk
America’s future? Because they have
put their own self-interests above
America’s interests. They spend money
we don’t have to get votes for the next
election. They don’t care about who
must pay the bill. They don’t care
about America’s future generations.
They don’t care whether their spending
binges risk America’s future.

Some say we don’t need a balanced
budget constitutional amendment to
force Washington to spend within our
means. They are 100 percent dead
wrong. Most recently, the President
stated: We don’t need a constitutional
amendment to do our jobs. The Con-
stitution already tells us to do our
jobs—and to make sure that the gov-
ernment is living within its means and
making responsible choices.

And he went on: We don’t need more
studies. We don’t need a balanced budg-
et amendment. We simply need to
make these tough choices and be will-
ing to take on our bases.

But history has established that we
need, in the United States Congress, a
balanced budget constitutional amend-
ment because it will provide the back-
bone that Congress has lacked for so
long. History proves those naysayers
are wrong. Three years of trillion-dol-
lar-plus deficits proved them wrong.
Projected trillion-dollar deficits into
the future proved them wrong.

America must rise up and force
Washington to live within our means
before it is too late. America must give
Washington the backbone it lacks.
That backbone is a balanced budget
constitutional amendment forcing
Washington to do the right thing.

If this Congress will not pass an ef-
fective balanced budget constitutional
amendment, then the States must do it
for us. The Lone Star State of Texas
recently passed a resolution calling for
a constitutional convention for a bal-
anced budget constitutional amend-
ment if Congress fails to act. The great
State of Alabama has joined Texas.

I will next read into the RECORD of
the United States House of Representa-
tives Alabama’s Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 100 from Alabama’s 2011 regular
session just passed by the Alabama
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State Legislature. This is Act No. 2011-
400. The principal sponsor is Senator
Arthur Orr. Cosponsors from the State
of Alabama are Senator Scofield, Sen-
ator Sanford, Senator Holtzclaw, Sen-
ator Williams, Senator McGill, and
Senator Beason.

‘“Enrolled, SJR100, urging Congress
to propose a Federal balanced budget
amendment.

“Whereas, the reluctance of the Fed-
eral Government to incur debt and
other obligations was established early
in American history, with deficits oc-
curring only in relation to extraor-
dinary circumstances such as war; yet
for much of the 20th century and into
the 21st, the United States has oper-
ated on a budget deficit, including the
2010 budget year, which surpassed an
astounding $1.3 trillion, an annual def-
icit that exceeded the entire gross
State product of many of the States;
and

‘“Whereas, an exception to this pat-
tern was at the turn of the 21st cen-
tury; in FY 2001, America enjoyed $128
billion budget surplus; and

“Whereas, since F'Y 2001, America has
been burdened with 10 consecutive
years of deficits, to wit:

“FY 2002, $158 billion deficit; FY 2003,
$377 billion deficit; F'Y 2004, $413 billion
deficit; F'Y 2005 $318 billion deficit; FY
2006 $248 billion deficit; FY 2007, $161
billion deficit; FY 2008, $459 billion def-
icit; FY 2009 $1.4 trillion deficit; FY
2010, $1.3 trillion deficit; FY 2011, $1.5
trillion deficit (estimated); and

“Whereas, as of January 2011, Amer-
ica’s accumulated national debt ex-
ceeded $12 trillion now estimated at
over $13 trillion; and

“Whereas, the Congressional Budget
Office projects that, if current trends
continue under the White House’s pro-
posed budget, each of the next 10 years
has a projected deficit exceeding $600
billion; and

“Whereas, the budget deficits of the
United States of America are
unsustainable and constitute a sub-
stantial threat to the solvency of the
Federal Government as evidenced by
the comments of Standard and Poor’s
on April 18, 2011, regarding the longer
term credit outlook for the United
States; and

“Whereas, Congress has been unwill-
ing or unable to address the persistent
problem of overspending and has re-
cently increased the statutory limit on
the public debt and enacted a variety
of legislation that will ultimately
cause the Federal Government to incur
additional debt; and

“Whereas, the National Commission
on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform in
its report The Moment of Truth’ in-
cludes recommendations to reduce the
Federal deficit that have not been con-
sidered by the United States Congress;
and

‘“Whereas, the consequences of cur-
rent spending policies are far-reaching;
United States indebtedness to govern-
ments of foreign nations continues to
rise; costly Federal programs that are
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essentially unfunded or underfunded;
mandates to States threaten the abil-
ity of State and local governments to
continue to balance their budgets;
moreover, future generations of Ameri-
cans inevitably face increased taxation
and a weakened economy as a direct re-
sult of the bloated debt; and

‘“Whereas, many States have pre-
viously requested that Congress pro-
pose a constitutional amendment re-
quiring a balanced budget, but Con-
gress has proven to be unresponsive;
anticipating a situation in which Con-
gress at times could fail to act, the
drafters of the United States Constitu-
tion had the foresight to adopt the lan-
guage in Article V that establishes
that on application of the legislatures
of two-thirds of the several States,
Congress shall call a convention for
proposing amendments; and

‘“Whereas, in prior years, the Ala-
bama Legislature has called on Con-
gress to pass a balanced budget con-
stitutional amendment, many other
States have done the same, all to no
avail; and

“Whereas, a balanced budget amend-
ment would require the government
not to spend more than it receives in
revenues and compel lawmakers to
carefully consider choices about spend-
ing and taxes; by encouraging spending
control and discouraging deficit spend-
ing, a balanced budget amendment will
help put the Nation on the path to last-
ing prosperity; now therefore,

“Be it resolved by the Legislature of
Alabama, both houses thereof concur-
ring, That the legislature of the State
of Alabama hereby respectfully urges
the Congress of the United States to
propose and submit to the States for
ratification a Federal balanced budget
amendment to the United States Con-
stitution.

“Be it further resolved, That, in the
event that Congress does not submit a
balanced budget amendment to the
States for ratification on or before De-
cember 31, 2011, the Alabama Legisla-
ture hereby makes application to the
United States Congress to call a con-
vention under Article V of the United
States Constitution for the specific and
exclusive purpose of proposing an
amendment to that Constitution re-
quiring that, in the absence of a na-
tional emergency (as determined by
the positive vote of such Members of
each house of Congress as the amend-
ment shall require), the total of all
Federal appropriations made by Con-
gress for any fiscal year not exceed the
total of all Federal revenue for that fis-
cal year.

“Be it further resolved, That, unless
rescinded by succeeding legislature,
this application by the Alabama Legis-
lature constitutes a continuing appli-
cation in accordance with Article V of
the United States Constitution until at
least two-thirds of the legislatures of
the several States have made applica-
tion for a convention to provide for a
balanced budget.

“Be it further resolved, That, in the
event that Congress does not submit a
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balanced budget amendment to the
States for ratification on or before De-
cember 31, 2011, the Alabama Legisla-
ture hereby requests that the legisla-
tures of each of the several States that
compose the United States apply to
Congress requesting Congress to call a
convention to propose such an amend-
ment to the United States Constitu-
tion.

‘““Be it further resolved, That this ap-
plication is rescinded in the event that
a convention to propose amendments
to the United States Constitution in-
cludes purposes other than providing
for a balanced Federal budget.

“Be it further resolved, That the cop-
ies of this resolution be provided to the
following officials:

“l. The President of the United
States.

““2. The Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives.

‘3. The President of the United
States Senate.

‘4, All members of the Alabama dele-
gation to Congress with the request
that this resolution be officially en-
tered in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD as
an application to the Congress of the
United States of America for a conven-
tion to propose an amendment to pro-
vide for a Federal balanced budget in
the event that Congress does not sub-
mit such an amendment to the States
for ratification on or before December
31, 2011.

“Be it further resolved, That copies
of this resolution be provided to the
Secretaries of State and to the pre-
siding officers of the legislatures of the
other States.”

Signed by Kay Ivey, President and
Presiding Officer of the Alabama State
Senate; signed by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives of the State
of Alabama, Mike Hubbard; signed by
the Governor of the State of Alabama,
the Honorable Robert Bentley on June
7, 2011.

Congress clearly has the duty to pass
a balanced budget constitutional
amendment to prevent unsustainable
spending sprees that threaten Amer-
ica’s future.
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Quite frankly, and in my judgment, a
balanced budget constitutional amend-
ment is the only way to prevent a Fed-
eral Government insolvency and bank-
ruptcy and the ensuing economic and
national security consequences of such
a bankruptcy. I urge this Congress to
do the right thing and pass an effective
balanced budget constitutional amend-
ment.

But if Congress shirks its duty to
America, then I plead for the States to
join Texas and Alabama by demanding
a constitutional convention for the
limited purpose of drafting a balanced
budget constitutional amendment. I
urge the States to act with haste.
America rapidly approaches an eco-
nomic abyss. The States are our last
best hope for American greatness and
surviving in generations to come.
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Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BLUMENAUER (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today and the balance
of the week on account of the wedding
of his daughter.

Ms. McCoLLUM (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

Mr. ELLISON (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

Mr. WU (at the request of Ms. PELOSI)
for today.

Ms. WILSON of Florida (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for today.

Mr. BisHOP of New York (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BROOKS. Madam Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 31 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, July 19, 2011, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2516. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting a re-
port of a violation of the Antideficiency Act,
Air Force Case Number F08-07, pursuant to 31
U.S.C. 1517(b); to the Committee on Appro-
priations.

2517. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting a letter
regarding the provision of compensation
under section 439 of title 37, U.S.C.; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

2518. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final Equipment Delivery Report
for fiscal years 2009 and 2010; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

2519. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
the biennial report on strategic and critical
materials requirements for the National De-
fense Stockpile, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 98h-5;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

2520. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the annual report on National HIV
Testing Goals; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

2621. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator, Bureau of Legislative and
Public Affairs, Agency for International De-
velopment, transmitting a formal reponse to
the GAO Report GAO-10-368; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

2622. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting a letter regarding the
annual report on the Treaty with Australia;
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

2523. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting report prepared by the
Department of State concerning inter-
national agreemements other than treaties
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entered into by the United States to be
transmitted to the Congress within the
sixty-day period specified in the Case-Za-
blocki Act; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

25624. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting pursuant to section
3(d) of the Arms Export Control Act, as
amended, certification regarding the pro-
posed transfer of major defense equipment
(Transmittal No. RSAT-10-2257); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

25625. A letter from the Director of Congres-
sional Affairs, Central Intelligence Agency,
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

2526. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting a report on
the Strategic Plan for FY 2011-FY 2016; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

2527. A letter from the Executive Vice
President and Chief Financial Officer, Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank of Chicago, transmit-
ting the 2010 management reports and state-
ments on the system of internal controls of
the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago,
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 9106; to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

2528. A letter from the Director, Office of
Management and Budget, transmitting the
Office’s report entitled, 2011 Report to Con-
gress on the Benefits and Costs of Federal
Regulations and Unfunded Mandates on
State, Local and Tribal Entities’; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

2529. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Director for Management and Administra-
tion and Designated Reporting Official, Of-
fice of National Drug Control Policy, trans-
mitting a report pursuant to the Federal Va-
cancies Reform Act of 1998; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

2530. A letter from the President, National
Council on Radiation Protection and Meas-
urements, transmitting the 2010 Annual Re-
port of an independent auditor who has au-
dited the records of the National Council on
Radiation Protection and Measurements,
pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 4514; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

2531. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting an extension of the
Department’s Memorandum of Under-
standing Between the Government of the Re-
public of Columbia Concerning the Imposi-
tion of Import Restrictions on Certain Cat-
egories of Archaeological Material from the
Pre-Hispanic Cultures and Certain Ecclesias-
tical Material from the Republic of Colom-
bia, pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 2602(g)(1); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

25632. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Economic Development, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the annual report
on the activities of the Economic Develop-
ment Administration for Fiscal Year 2010,
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 3213; jointly to the
Committees on Transportation and Infra-
structure and Financial Services.

——

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. ISSA: Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform. H.R. 2061. A bill to au-
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thorize the presentation of a United States
flag at the funeral of Federal civilian em-
ployees who are killed while performing offi-
cial duties or because of their status as a
Federal employee; with amendments (Rept.
112-149). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the State of the Union.

Mr. WOODALL: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 355. Resolution providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2560) to
cut, cap, and balance the Federal budget
(Rept. 112-150). Referred to the House Cal-
endar.

————————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. HINOJOSA:

H.R. 2573. A bill to amend section 242 of the
National Housing Act to extend the period of
applicability of the exemption for critical
access hospitals under the FHA program for
mortgage insurance for hospitals; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Ms. WILSON of Florida:

H.R. 2574. A bill to amend the Workforce
Investment Act of 1998 to create a pilot pro-
gram to award grants to units of general
local government and community-based or-
ganizations to create jobs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

By Ms. WILSON of Florida:

H.R. 2575. A bill to amend title 23, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of
Transportation to withhold a portion of Fed-
eral-aid Highway funds apportioned to a
State unless the State enacts and imple-
ments a law establishing penalties for using
a cell phone to make telephone calls or text
while driving with a minor in the vehicle; to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mrs. BLACK:

H.R. 2576. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the calculation
of modified adjusted gross income for pur-
poses of determining eligibility for certain
healthcare-related programs; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mrs. BONO MACK:

H.R. 2577. A bill to protect consumers by
requiring reasonable security policies and
procedures to protect data containing per-
sonal information, and to provide for nation-
wide notice in the event of a security breach;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. DENHAM (for himself, Mr.
NUNES, Mr. CosTA, and Mr. MCCAR-
THY of California):

H.R. 2578. A Dbill to amend the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act related to a segment of
the Lower Merced River in California, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

By Ms. JENKINS (for herself and Mr.
TERRY):

H.R. 2579. A bill to require the Corps of En-
gineers to take into account all available hy-
drologic data in conducting Missouri River
basin operations; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. KING of New York (for himself
and Mr. GRIMM):

H.R. 2580. A bill to provide for the award of
a gold medal on behalf of Congress post-
humously to Father Mychal Judge, O.F.M.,
beloved Chaplain of the Fire Department of
New York who passed away as the first re-
corded victim of the September 11, 2001, at-
tacks in recognition of his example to the
Nation of selfless dedication to duty and
compassion for one’s fellow citizens; to the
Committee on Financial Services.
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