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A PLAN FOR DEFICIT REDUCTION

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, just a few minutes ago, this
House voted to eliminate one of the an-
chors of democracy: allowing Ameri-
cans to check off on their IRS filing
form $3—just $3—to promote and sup-
port the democratic process of electing
the President of the United States, all
in the name of deficit reduction.

But deficit reduction doesn’t work
without a plan. It doesn’t work without
thinking about the many State Depart-
ments of Transportation that can no
longer fix the highways and freeways
in your community; or that can pro-
mote rail mobility in order to take
cars off the road; or that can, in fact,
keep the doors of community colleges
open; or that can support primary edu-
cation while State legislatures are
struggling to find resources to provide
for teachers and students.

So let me say this: I want to work
with you on deficit reduction. In fact,
I’ve done it before but not without a
plan. I believe that investing in the in-
frastructure of America is a plan that
will allow jobs to be created. That’s the
serious way of dealing with moving
America forward and allowing for the
genius of America—having a plan that
responds to building America and not
making false projections about saving
money.

———

HONORING SHERIFF JAMES A.
ALDERDEN

(Mr. GARDNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Sheriff James A.
Alderden. Sheriff Alderden served as
Sheriff of Larimer County in my con-
gressional district from January, 1999,
until his recent retirement on January
10, 2011.

Sheriff Alderden served the State of
Colorado in various capacities prior to
becoming Sheriff of Larimer County.
His resume includes periods of work for
the Colorado Bureau of Investigations,
the Colorado State University Police
Department, as well as the Steamboat
Springs Police Department. His career
is a shining example of dedication to
the State of Colorado.

In addition to having a great sense of
humor, he is a leader. He has great re-
spect and gives his colleagues great re-
spect. Sheriff Alderden would incor-
porate all employees into the decision-
making process by giving them the re-
spect and authority they deserve to
identify problems and to correct them.

As his lasting legacy, he imple-
mented the police department’s motto
of serving with the acronym PRIDE,
which stands for Professionalism, Re-
spect, Integrity, Duty, and Empower-
ment. Sheriff Alderden embodied these
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virtues throughout his career. He also
personifies these virtues on a personal
level.

It is my great honor to stand here on
the House floor honoring Sheriff Jim
Alderden and thanking him for his
service.

————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 15 U.S.C. 1024(a), and the order of
the House of January 5, 2011, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Members of the House
to the Joint Economic Committee:

Mr. BRADY, Texas, Chairman

Mr. BURGESS, Texas

Mr. CAMPBELL, California

Mr. DUFFY, Wisconsin

Mr. AMASH, Michigan

Mr. MULVANEY, South Carolina

———————

HONORING HOUSE STAFFER MIKE
WIEHE FOR HIS PUBLIC SERVICE

(Mr. TURNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, as elect-
ed officials, all of us who serve in this
Chamber have the honor of rep-
resenting our constituents in public
service. And as elected officials, we are
also fortunate that some of our best
and most able Americans choose to
serve their Nation and their commu-
nities by working in our offices as con-
gressional staffers.

In my office, I have a staffer who is
leaving who I want to recognize here
today.

Mike Wiehe first began working for
me when I served as Mayor of Dayton
and has continued to work for me and
for the best interests of his community
for the greater part of 12 years now.

Mike is a native of Celina, Ohio, and
is a graduate of Celina Senior High
School and of Wright State University.
He has held literally almost every sin-
gle position in my office: serving as
scheduler, communications director,
legislative assistant, military legisla-
tive assistant, legislative director, act-
ing chief of staff, and finally, as dis-
trict director and director of military
affairs. He has excelled in each of these
roles by always performing his job well
and by leading his fellow staffers by ex-
ample.

Mike’s last day in my office will be
January 31. I ask my colleagues to join
me in thanking Mike for his tremen-
dous service and for the huge sacrifices
that he has made over the years in pur-
suit of public service.

Mike, we wish you all the best in all
your future endeavors.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. McDERMOTT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE “‘RIDE PAST THE WRECKAGE”
IN AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Obama gave a stirring speech last
night, most of which I agreed with, es-
pecially the calls for defense cuts; the
investments in innovation, education,
and infrastructure; and the elimination
of 0il company subsidies.

But given the sacrifice endured by
the American people, I thought Af-
ghanistan got short shrift—a mere two
paragraphs.

The American Prospect magazine de-
scribed the State of the Union as a
“‘ride past the wreckage.” I think that
was because it applies to the State of
the Union’s treatment of Afghanistan.

The fact is that the training of Af-
ghan security forces has been slow and
ineffective. The inspector general for
Afghanistan reconstruction said as
much this very week. The Taliban re-
mains a vital force in many pockets of
Afghanistan, and the head of the Af-
ghan NGO safety office reports a very
precarious security situation.

The President was correct when he
said that Afghanistan will need to pro-
vide better governance, but it’s hard to
see that happening with President
Karzai regularly lashing out at us and,
at one point, saying he would choose
the Taliban over the United States and
the international community.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
are tired of being talked down to about
this war, tired of being told everything
is fine and under control, tired of being
urged to stay the course, tired of talk
about progress that seems to be little
more than an illusion.

The President reiterated last night
that we will begin to bring our troops
home in July, but there’s plenty of evi-
dence to suggest we’re ramping up this
war instead of winding it down.

Earlier this month, for example, 1,400
additional marine combat forces were
deployed, with the possibility of addi-
tional mini-surges during the spring,
that would push our troop levels in Af-
ghanistan to the 100,000 mark.

We’'re also using heavily armored
tanks for the first time, and there are
reports that we’re considering expand-
ing the war across the border in an un-
precedented way, with risky and dan-
gerous special operations ground raids
into Pakistan.

Does this sound like a war that’s
drawing to a close?

Then in a trip to Afghanistan a few
weeks ago, the Vice President sug-
gested to his hosts that the occupation
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could extend beyond 2014. ‘“We’re not
leaving if you don’t want us to leave,”
he said. He should check out recent
polling that indicates the Afghan peo-
ple’s deep skepticism, if not downright
hostility, regarding the United States’
military presence in their country.

Besides, what about what the Amer-
ican people believe? When are we going
to respect their point of view? They’re
the ones paying for this war in blood
and treasure, and clear majorities be-
lieve that this war has outlived its use-
fulness and that it’s not worth fight-
ing.

It is time, Mr. Speaker, to listen to
the American people. There is only one
sensible and humane solution: That is
to bring our troops home and bring
them home now.

————
0 1430

POLICE OFFICER ANN NONETTE
O’DONNELL, UNIT 429

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
Christmas Eve, 2010, about 1 month
ago, most Americans were with their
families and their friends enjoying the
holiday season, the joy and happiness
of being together at that special time
of the year. But holidays do not come
for peace officers; they work all the
time, especially on holidays. One such
officer was Ann O’Donnell. She was a
University of Houston police officer.
She liked to call herself ‘““Unit 429.”
She was on patrol December 24, 2010,
about 1 o’clock in the morning. She
was the first to respond to a possible
kidnapping in the Houston area. She
sped to the scene, but her vehicle went
out of control and she crashed and was
killed.

This is a photograph of Officer Ann
O’Donnell, 24 years of age. Her father,
Jim O’Donnell, who was close to his
daughter, normally talked to his
daughter sometime between 2 o’clock
and 4 o’clock in the morning those
nights that she worked. On this day,
this Christmas Eve, he received no
such phone call from his daughter.

Ann was a resident of Houston,
Texas, and Galveston, Texas. She had
been a peace officer for only 13 months.
She loved being a Texas police officer,
and Mr. Speaker, she was good at it.
She is the daughter of Nonette and Jim
O’Donnell. Her father, Jim, said about
his daughter, ‘“‘Ann will never experi-
ence the joys of marriage, having her
own children to cherish and to grow by
her example.” As a father of four kids,
three of them daughters, three of them
about the same age as Ann, I under-
stand the close relationship between a
father and a daughter. That is a special
relationship. But no parent wants to
lose their child before their time.

Ann was a compassionate police offi-
cer. She not only arrested the bad
guys; once she arrested an underage
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minor for an alcohol offense. Rather
than send this child to detention, she
called the parents and got the parents
involved in this child’s life. She was
from Ball High School in Galveston,
Texas. She went to the University of
Houston and Galveston College. In her
youth, she learned from the Galveston
County police officers about being a
peace officer. She wanted not only to
capture outlaws, but to help the good
people of our community.

Mr. Speaker, police officers are the
last strand of wire in the fence between
the fox and the chickens, and Officer
O’Donnell was one of those officers.
They, like Ann, do society’s dirty
work, and they go and serve and are
first responders to public safety. Ann
was such a person.

Ann was the 252nd female police offi-
cer Kkilled in the line of duty in this
country since 1796. Already this year,
in 2011, 14 police officers in our country
have given their lives for the rest of us.
Ann died protecting and serving the
people of Texas, and at Ann’s funeral
500 police officers paid her honor in the
rain. Harvey Rice of the Houston
Chronicle said it best about her fu-
neral, ‘“‘Officers filed out of the church
while the bells tolled ‘Hark The Herald
Angels Sing.”” The officers re-formed
ranks and stood at attention again in
the rain as the casket was carried down
the steps and placed in a black hearse.
At the cemetery, the rain-drenched of-
ficers again gathered as a riderless
horse followed the casket to the grave
site and bagpipes played ‘‘Amazing
Grace.” Officers fired a 21-gun salute,
and two buglers played ‘‘Taps.”’

Amazing person, this Officer Ann
O’Donnell. We admire her and thank
her for being a Texas peace officer, and
for her life that she gave for the people.
We mourn her loss, but Mr. Speaker,
we are grateful that such a person as
Officer O’Donnell ever lived.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

SLAIN MIAMI-DADE POLICE
OFFICERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy
heart to also honor our first responders
killed in the line of duty, two brave
south Florida police officers shot and
killed just this past week. Miami-Dade
County veteran detectives 41-year-old
Roger Castillo and 44-year-old Amanda
Haworth died last Thursday while pro-
tecting the community they love.

As part of a fugitive task force work-
ing with the U.S. Marshals Service, Of-
ficers Castillo and Haworth were mem-
bers of a professional elite unit whose
mission is to go after violent career
criminals. Last week, they were at-
tempting to arrest one such violent
criminal. They were hunting a fugitive
suspected of murdering another man
simply for raising his voice with the
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suspect. When police knocked on the
door of a home where he was believed
to be, the suspect opened fire, Killing
Officers Castillo and Haworth and in-
juring Officer Diedra Beecher.

Combined, Officers Castillo and
Haworth dedicated 44 years to serv-
icing the citizens of south Florida.
They put their lives on the line every
day to make us safer. And last Thurs-
day, these two heroes made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. We lost them to a
senseless act of violence by someone
with a total disregard for the lives of
others. We grieve their loss not only to
the community they served, but to the
families and loved ones they leave be-
hind.

A 21-year veteran on the force, fam-
ily members say Detective Roger
Castillo loved two things in this world,
his family and his job. His wife of 15
years, Debbie, also works as a police of-
ficer. Officer Castillo leaves behind his
three sons, 14-year-old Anthony, 11-
year-old Michael, and 9-year-old Brian.
A dedicated father, neighbors said that
he was the kind of dad you would see
on the front lawn tossing around a
football with his boys.

Amanda Haworth spent 23 years on
the force. A neighbor said the only
thing she loved more than her job was
her 13-year-old son, Austin. A single
mom, Amanda Haworth would never
miss her son’s baseball games and
would often practice with him in their
backyard. Amanda Haworth was the
first female detective ever killed in the
line of duty in Miami-Dade County.

While I did not have the good fortune
of knowing these two detectives, I
know this: I know these were two ex-
ceptional individuals taken from us
and lost too soon. These were incred-
ible parents, ripped from their families
before their time. They were excellent
public servants trying to make our
community a better place to live. We
send our thoughts and prayers to heal
their families.

To their families and loved ones, I
struggle to find words that can offer
solace and comfort in your time of dis-
tress. The great poet William Words-
worth once said, ‘““Not without hope we
suffer and we mourn.” Perhaps he
meant that we find hope in the belief
that our thoughts and prayers will in
time heal their families, and in the
hope and belief that the children of Of-
ficers Castillo and Haworth will grow
up knowing that their parents made
this sacrifice to make their world and
our world a better place. In the mean-
time, we will suffer and mourn.

After going through our own sense-
less tragedy with our colleague, GABBY
GIFFORDS, we share in the pain of
senseless loss and inexplicable vio-
lence. Officers Castillo and Haworth
will be forever in the hearts of our
community.
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