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that our constituents are opposed to
increasing taxes. Make no mistake
about it: If the American people be-
lieve that an increase in taxes would
once and for all eliminate our debt
problems here in this country, they
would support it.

But, you see, this institution has a
credibility problem—in fact, the entire
Federal Government has a credibility
problem with the American people. The
American people do not have con-
fidence in our ability to be prudent
with their tax dollars. Do you blame
them? When over the course of the last
2 years we have spent over $3 trillion
on money, on stimuluses and bailouts,
promising that we would increase their
opportunity to be more financially se-
cure, and of course that didn’t happen.
The proof is in the pudding. We spent
the money, and guess what? No results.

We have a spending problem. Why?
Because so many politicians here who
have been here for a long time believe
that everything in the budget is a need,
not a want. As a parent of a young
child, I’m constantly having to explain
to him the difference between needs
and wants. So the longtime politicians
here believe that government is the so-
lution to everything. Well, my friends,
believe you me, some of us know it’s
not, and the vast majority of people
know it’s not. Trust me. Trust me.

We must get serious. Washington is
not an elastic piggybank that is able to
continue to fund everyone’s wants.
Let’s get serious. Let’s quit spending
what we don’t have. Let’s restore credi-
bility. And we do this by cutting spend-
ing through prioritizing. It is that sim-
ple. Restore credibility, restore trust.
Get down to creating certainty, reduc-
ing redtape and creating jobs.

———

DEBT AND RESPONSIBILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. RANGEL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker and
my colleagues, last week, I tried to
point out that there was a serious
meeting going on in the White House
last weekend between the President
and our congressional leaders to point
out that we were facing a serious crisis
and that we had to do something to
make certain that the President felt
sure that we would increase the debt
ceiling and that we would make certain
that we did stop this unnecessary
spending. And of course the question of
revenues has always been a part of the
debate.

What I was trying to do was to point
out that on one side it appeared the
issue was that we shouldn’t tax those
people that created jobs—and these are
people, as people have pointed out, who
are the wealthiest corporations that
have record profits, and of course the
wealthy that have really had the low-
est tax rates and have received more
money in the last decade than in the
history of the country.

And I was really trying to say that,
since the vulnerable and the poor did
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not have any lobbyists or voices to de-
bate this issue, that when we talk
about entitlements, that when we talk
about Social Security and Medicare
and Medicaid, these are not just polit-
ical labels. The Medicaid, of course
we’re talking about the vulnerable, the
poor, and those who are sick. Medicare,
we’re talking about the aged that need
help. I was also pointing out that, un-
fortunately, Social Security has be-
come the main income for so many
Americans. And we have veterans that
are coming home, we have the jobless,
the homeless, the hopeless. And even
though they did not have a lobbyist to
say, hey, I want to have a seat at that
table, that I called to all of our spir-
itual leaders, since I knew that in
every religion there was a good Samar-
itan aspect which really ended up say-
ing, just do the right thing. I didn’t put
politics in it, I didn’t put party labels
in it. And I wasn’t just talking to
Christians and ministers and Catholics
and Protestants; I was reaching out to
the rabbis, to the imams, to the Bud-
dhists, to the Mormons, to the Muslims
and saying that in every Scripture, in
every religious document, taking care
of the vulnerable and those who can’t
take care of themselves, that that
moral issue should be on the table.
Well, as a result of that, some people
thought that instead of just a good Sa-
maritan, I would ask what Jesus would
do. And I just want to make it clear: I
haven’t the slightest idea what he
would do, but my very dear friend,
Governor Huckabee, said one of the
things that Jesus would do would be to
pay his taxes. And, of course, that was
something that reminded me.
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He also went to Deuteronomy. And
he said it on TV: ‘“For the Lord your
God will bless you as He has promised,
and you will lend to many nations but
will borrow from none. And you will
rule over many nations but none will
rule over you.”

Well, again, that scored for the good
Governor, but however, when you have
got a $14.3 trillion debt, it’s kind of
late for that message to have a strong
impact.

But what I want to make clear is
that no matter what religion you are,
it appears to me that what we’re talk-
ing about are two sides of sincere
Americans that do recognize that this
is not just saying that the sky may
fall. All economists agree that there
are various ways to do it, and we can-
not just cut back spending in order to
resolve this serious economic problem
we have.

As a matter of fact, we have to be
very sensitive when we do cut back
spending that we don’t create an addi-
tion to the unemployment and those
that provide services to the disadvan-
taged. And I am talking specifically
about our hospitals, about our social
workers. Because there is no one in
this Chamber that doesn’t believe that
the homeless and the sick, those that
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are disabled and those that are depend-
ent on these programs should be ig-
nored as we protect those people who,
for whatever reason, have not partici-
pated in the creation of those jobs,
even though we all are waiting.

But more importantly, we have not
heard any complaints from the
wealthiest of Americans that more eq-
uity should be involved in our taxing
system. When the billionaires can say
that their secretaries have a higher tax
rate than they do, it means that we
have a responsibility not to raise taxes
but at least to close the inequity that
exists that would raise revenue.

So when we do get home it seems to
me that we would say this is not a
Democratic issue, this is not a Repub-
lican issue alone, it is a moral issue.

Thank you, Governor Huckabee.

———

HONORING COLONEL GERALD F.
RUSSELL OF CENTRE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize and honor a true patriot, humani-
tarian, and all-around great American,
Colonel Gerald F. Russell, United
States Marine Corps, of Centre County,
Pennsylvania. Colonel Gerald F. Rus-
sell is a combat veteran of Guadal-
canal, Korea, the Cuban Missile Crisis,
and World War II, including the Battle
of Iwo Jima, which remains today a
seminal event in our Nation’s history.

May 1 was Colonel Russell’s birthday.
I use this time to celebrate his service
to our country and his thankless con-
tributions to our local communities of
central Pennsylvania.

Madam Speaker, May 1, 1916, was the
beginning of a long life of service. In
1940, Colonel Gerald F. Russell grad-
uated from Boston College, enlisted in
the first Marine Corps Office Can-
didates Class, and later that year was
commissioned a second lieutenant in
the United States Marine Corps. He
was assigned to the 11th Marines, 1st
Marine Division, Parris Island, South
Carolina, and then promoted to first
lieutenant.

In September 1942, Colonel Russell
landed in the assault waves on Guadal-
canal in the first U.S. offensive of
World War II. He was promoted to cap-
tain that very same day, assigned as
battery commander ship, he was hit by
Japanese aircraft during landing,
which later sank. Colonel Russell suf-
fered shrapnel wounds during the cam-
paign, was not evacuated, and soon
contracted malaria. Shortly after, he
moved with the 1st Marine Division to
Melbourne, Australia, and only re-
turned to the U.S. to recover.

From 1943 to 1945, Russell was as-
signed to attend the United States Ma-
rine Corps Command and Staff College.
He was assigned to the 5th Marine Di-
vision, Camp Lejeune, as artillery bat-
talion exec, promoted to major, and
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transferred from artillery to infantry.
With bth Marine Division, he trans-
ferred to Hawaii as infantry battalion
executive officer. As battalion execu-
tive officer, Russell landed in the third
assault wave on Iwo Jima, Red Beach
One, where he observed the historic
flag raising.

Despite wounds to his face and being
evacuated, Russell volunteered to stay
and lead the battalion after his com-
mander went down. On the 10th day,
Russell was elevated to infantry bat-
talion commander, one of the youngest
battalion commanders in World War II,
and so served the remainder of the
campaign.

Russell commanded one of two units
to land in Japan for occupation, at
Kyushu, and provided protection for
the U.S. technical teams covering the
atomic bomb site at Nagasaki. Com-
mander Russell accepted the surrender
of the Tsushima Islands off the coast of
the Japanese mainland. He was then
returned to the U.S. and was assigned
to the Staff Officers Basic School in
Quantico, Virginia, where he served as
instructor.

In 1949, Russell was assigned to the
1st Marine Division, Korea, where he
served as commander of frontline in-
fantry battalion for 8 months, and as
chief of the advisory group of a front-
line Korean Marine brigade for 8
months. When he returned to the U.S.,
he was assigned to the Marine Corps
Research and Development Staff in
Quantico, Virginia.

In 1952, Russell was assigned to staff,
U.S. EBuropean Command, Paris,
France. That year, he returned to
Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps, Wash-
ington, D.C., and later transferred to
Quantico, assigned as director of the
Amphibious Warfare School. He trans-
ferred to Camp Lejeune, then appointed
commanding officer of the 8th Marine
Infantry Regiment. Later, Russell was
transferred to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
to command U.S. Ground Defense
Force during the early difficulties with
Cuba.

In 1967, Colonel Russell was trans-
ferred to Headquarters Marine Corps,
Washington, D.C., where he served as
Head Marine Corps Division of Morale
Services until his retirement from the
Marine Corps in 1968.

Russell retired from the Marine
Corps on a Friday and started work on
Monday as the assistant to the provost
at Penn State University. While at
Penn State, Colonel Russell served as
assistant to the provost, assistant to
President Oswald, and assistant sec-
retary for the Penn State Board of
Trustees, assistant professor, and as-
sistant to dean of College of Health and
Physical Education, and as associate
dean until his retirement in 1987.

Since his retirement from Penn
State, Colonel Russell has continued as
a tireless community volunteer, volun-
teer advocate, and is known through-
out central Pennsylvania and beyond.

Today, Colonel Russell serves as a
member of the Centre County United
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Way Board of Directors, chairman of
the Centre County United Way Day of
Caring, and remains active in various
efforts, which include the Pennsylvania
Special Olympics, Centre County Toys
for Tots, and many other programs
that benefit our community.

After a long and distinguished career,
Colonel Russell has a Republic of Korea
Distinguished Service Medal, Bronze
Star with “V” for Valor, the Navy
Commendation Medal, the Army Com-
mendation Medal, Purple Heart Medal
with two gold stars, U.S. Presidential
Citation with four stars, Korean Presi-
dential Unit Citation with three stars,
Navy Meritorious Unit Citation, the
Defense Medal, Asiatic Pacific Medal
with three stars, World War II Victory
Medal, National Defense Medal, World
War II Japan Occupation Medal, the
United Nations Service Medal, Korean
Service Medal, among others, for his
eminent service to our country.

A decorated veteran with almost
three decades of active service, today
Colonel Russell is one of just three liv-
ing regimental commanders of Iwo
Jima. The Battle of Iwo Jima served as
a watershed moment for the United
States in World War II. After capturing
Iwo Jima, U.S. Forces were able to
have a staging ground for the aerial as-
sault that would help defeat the Japa-
nese Empire.

I want to thank Colonel Russell for
his service to this great Nation. Happy
birthday, Colonel Russell.

This great victory did not come without great
sacrifice. More than 70,000 Marines partici-
pated in the Battle of lwo Jima, 17,372 Ma-
rines were wounded and 5,931 Marines made
the ultimate sacrifice for this Nation.

Through a life of sacrifice and service to
others, Colonel Gerald F. Russell today stands
as a living memory of those who lost their
lives in WWII and the many others who've
given the ultimate sacrifice for this Nation.

Again, thank you for your service to this Na-
tion.

————

CONGRESSWOMAN WOOLSEY’S
400TH SPECIAL ORDER ON IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today, first of all, to pay tribute to a
true champion for peace and justice,
Congresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY. Her
leadership is reflected in the fact that
today marks the 400th occasion on
which she has spoken on the House
floor against the ongoing war in Iraq
and the war in Afghanistan.

Today is really a landmark not only
because of Congresswoman WOOLSEY’S
outstanding commitment to ending the
wars we are engaged in, but also be-
cause she is my good friend. And she
will be retiring at the end of this term.
I was truly honored to be by her side
when she announced her retirement
after 20 years of bold and visionary
service in this House and serving her
district. It was a bittersweet occasion.
But I know she will do wonderful
things in the next chapter of her life.
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Congresswoman  WOOLSEY  should
really be commended for being an un-
paralleled leader and a guiding light, a
truly guiding light in Congress for
peace, for SMART Security, and for
justice.

Madam Speaker, I would also like to
thank Congresswoman WOOLSEY for her
unwavering leadership and commit-
ment to end the unsustainable wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan. She introduced
the very first resolution calling for us
to bring our young brave men and
women home from Iraq. I believe she
pulled together then, what, 130 votes
maybe for that resolution? And I want
to remind you, this was a time when
this body was, quite frankly, very
timid in its opposition to the war.
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She broke that silence, and I have to
thank you for that very historic mo-
ment, Congresswoman WOOLSEY. Now
we must ensure that the 45,000 United
States troops and our military contrac-
tors who remain in Iraq leave Iraq at
the end of this year, as stated in our
Nation’s Status of Forces Agreement
with Iraq.

Congresswoman WOOLSEY’s fight to
end these wars is directly tied to, real-
ly, the impasse that we are facing over
our Nation’s debt limit, which we are
discussing today. She has tirelessly re-
minded this body, time and time again,
that in order to pay for these wars, the
United States has taken on incredible
debt. This reckless spending and result-
ing debt are now being used by many in
a dangerous political game which
threatens the economic future of our

country.
Allowing our government to default
on this Nation’s legal obligations

would threaten every American’s eco-
nomic security, it would devastate peo-
ple’s retirement savings, and it would
cripple an already struggling housing
market.

The truth is, and Congresswoman
WOOLSEY always reminds us of this, is
that raising the debt ceiling should be
really a very simple thing. This should
be a straightforward vote to allow the
United States Treasury to fund all of
the programs and obligations of the en-
tire government that are already in the
law, very simple.

Republicans in the House have al-
ready passed a $9 trillion increase in
the national debt. And now, instead of
working to fund the programs that
they already voted to authorize, Re-
publicans are playing a high-stakes
game of chicken with the safety and se-
curity of every single American so that
they can protect the massive tax
breaks for the super rich, Big Oil and,
of course, hedge funds. They have
taken an incredibly irresponsible posi-
tion that protecting tax breaks for the
super rich and Wall Street is more im-
portant than protecting the TUnited
States Government and Main Street
from defaulting on our debt.

And, again, Congresswoman WOOLSEY
has been a leader in protecting Social
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