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today to begin down that series of cuts
to our national defense is at least go in
to our staff today and read the Quar-
terly Readiness Report to Congress
that is a classified document. Our staff
is ready to show you the document, to
let you review that document. And, Mr.
Speaker, I believe if you will just do
that, it will be very difficult to then
come on this floor and begin to start
voting to cut and make the cuts we’re
going to make to national defense. Mr.
Speaker, that’s why today I can’t sup-
port that bill and will be voting
against it.

————
REMEMBERING FORMER CON-
GRESSMAN CHARLES Ww.
WHALEN, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. TURNER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, this past
week, the citizens of Ohio’s Third Con-
gressional District were met with the
sad news that former Congressman
Charles W. Whalen, Jr., passed away on
Monday, June 27, at Sibley Hospital in
Washington, D.C.

Born in Dayton, Ohio, on July 31,
1920, he was known throughout the
community as ‘“‘Chuck.” During World
War II, he served as an Army first lieu-
tenant in the China, India, and Burma
theater. After earning a master’s of
business administration from Harvard
University, he worked as a professor of
economics at his alma mater, the Uni-
versity of Dayton. He later became
chairman of the University of Dayton’s
Economic Department in 1962.

Before his election to Congress in
1966, Chuck was a three-term member
of both the Ohio State Senate and the
Ohio General Assembly. While serving
in the State House, he wrote Ohio’s
first fair housing law.

While in Congress, Chuck retained
his seat handily in every general elec-
tion, even running unopposed for re-
election in 1974. As a member of the
House Armed Services Committee,
Chuck worked to move our military to
an all-volunteer Army. The Nixon ad-
ministration, in developing legislation
on this issue, adopted many of his rec-
ommendations, and today the U.S. has
an entirely all-volunteer active duty
military force. In addition, he was fo-
cused on social reforms and supported
the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964.
He was also one of the most traveled
Members of Congress and visited more
than 150 countries, including every na-
tion in Africa.

Chuck was highly regarded for his
ability to speak publicly, having been a
college debate champion at the Univer-
sity of Dayton, so it should be no sur-
prise that in retirement he coauthored
two books with his wife, a former jour-
nalist: “The Longest Debate: A Legis-
lative History of the 1964 Civil Rights
Act,” published in 1985, and ‘‘The
Fighting McCooks: America’s Famous
Fighting Family,”” published in 2006, fo-
cusing on two Ohio brothers and their
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13 sons who served in the Union Army
during the Civil War.

Not one to be contained by the aca-
demic or literary worlds, he was also
an avid sports fan and reveled in debat-
ing sports trivia and stats. He was
president of Oakwood High School’s
class of 1938, and he is remembered for
possessing extensive knowledge of pre-
war aviation largely due to Dayton
being his birthplace.

As a son of Ohio, Congressman
Whalen made his final journey home
and was buried in Calvary Cemetery in
Dayton. Whalen is survived by his wife
of 52 years, Barbara, and their six chil-
dren—Charles, Daniel, Edward, Joseph,
Anne, Mary—and their seven grand-
children.

Today we remember the life and
work of Congressman Whalen and
thank him for his service to both the
Third District of Ohio and also our Na-
tion.

——
LET THE STATES DECIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. PENCE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, our Nation
is facing a fiscal crisis of unprece-
dented proportions. We have a $14 tril-
lion national debt, a $1.65 trillion an-
nual spending deficit, and we borrow 42
cents for every dollar we spend.

After years of borrowing and spend-
ing and bailouts by both political par-
ties, now comes a national debate over
raising the Nation’s debt limit. Now
look, I believe if you owe debts, pay
debts. We must honor the full faith and
credit of the United States of America.
But I also believe that now is the mo-
ment to take decisive action to put our
fiscal house in order and restore the
full confidence of the American people
in the fiscal integrity of our national
government.

I believe our debt limit should not be
raised without real and meaningful re-
forms in the way the Federal Govern-
ment spends the people’s money in the
short term and the long term. In the
short term, we need to cut spending
now and implement statutory caps on
how much money the Federal Govern-
ment can spend going forward. But in
the long term, the time has come for
this Congress to send to the States a
balanced budget amendment to the
Constitution that will limit Federal
spending and require this national gov-
ernment to live within our means.

While the debate, it seems, according
to the newspapers today, has focused
on spending cuts versus tax increases,
the real answer is to cut spending now
and to make any increase in the Na-
tion’s debt ceiling contingent on Con-
gress sending to the States a balanced
budget amendment that limits Federal
spending to one-fifth of the American
economy. In short, it’s time to let the
States decide.

Article V of the Constitution pro-
vides a process that requires any
amendment to pass the House of Rep-
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resentatives and the Senate by a two-
thirds vote, but ultimately any amend-
ment to the Constitution is submitted
to the States. The States decide wheth-
er to amend the national charter. If
three-fourths of the States agree, the
Constitution is so amended.

By demanding spending cuts today
and sending a balanced budget amend-
ment to the States, we will let the
States decide. And I have every con-
fidence that these United States will
choose fiscal discipline and reform.
Thirty-two of our 50 States operate
under a balanced budget requirement
in their State constitution, and 49 have
some sort of balanced budget require-
ment. In Indiana, our State had a pro-
hibition against assuming debt in our
State constitution since 1851, and the
Hoosier State has a balanced budget
and even a surplus rainy day fund.

After years of fighting runaway Fed-
eral spending by both political parties
here in Washington, D.C., I can tell you
we need more accountability, we need
more engagement of the States and the
American people. And if you think
about it, as Ronald Reagan said, it’s
important to remember that the States
created the Federal Government; the
Federal Government didn’t create the
States.

By engaging in a process where we
demand serious and meaningful spend-
ing cuts today, capping spending going
forward, but requiring that any in-
crease in the debt ceiling be contingent
on sending to the States a balanced
budget amendment with real spending
limits in it, we will build on the wis-
dom and the foundation of our Found-
ers and our system of Federalism.

Mr. President, if you need more bor-
rowing authority, let’s cut spending
now, let’s cap spending tomorrow, and
let’s let the States decide whether we
should permanently require that our
national government live within our
means. By enacting a balanced budget
amendment that limits Federal spend-
ing and requires that our national gov-
ernment live out our own commitment
of fiscal responsibility and reform, we
will do right by this day, we will do
right by our children and grand-
children, and we will do something
worthy to be remembered in this time.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair and not to others in
the second person.

———

LIBYA OPERATION UNIFIED
PROTECTOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. BURTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I came down here today to talk
about the Libya issue, the war that
supposedly is not a war, but I wanted
to start off by talking a little bit about
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the rhetoric that’s coming out of the
White House and from the President.

I was watching the news this morn-
ing, and the President indicated that
they were going to have these budget
talks down at the White House today.
And he said, and I quote, that the Re-
publicans, in effect, have a gun to the
head of the American people. That just
isn’t the kind of rhetoric that should
be used right now when we’re talking
about the huge budget deficits we have.
And if I were talking to the President,
I would try to admonish him to not do
that in the future.

And then, when we were talking
about Libya, I think it was just about
4 or 5 days ago, he said that we in Con-
gress are making Libya a cause cele-
bre, indicating that it’s not an impor-
tant issue, and we’re just trying to puff
it up so that we can make political
points.
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The fact of the matter is it is a war.
The President went to the Arab
League, he went to the French, the
English, he went to the United Na-
tions, and NATO and decided that he
was going to be involved in an attack
on Libya and Muammar Qadhafi. But
the one place he didn’t come to to talk
about this issue was the Congress of
the United States—the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate. The first
place that a President ought to go if he
thinks we ought to go into a conflict of
any kind is the Congress.

The Constitution is very clear on the
responsibilities of the President before
he goes into a conflict. It has to be a
threat to the United States, a threat to
our interests, and it has to be approved
by the Congress of the United States.
The Congress of the United States is
the only body that can declare war. He
can’t do that. He can manage a war. He
is the Commander in Chief once we go
into war, but he can’t start a war un-
less it’s in our national interest or
there’s a threat to the United States.
That was clarified by the War Powers
Act during the Nixon administration
because there was some question about
the latitude a President might have
using the Constitution.

The Constitution was explained very
carefully in the 1970s in the War Pow-
ers Act. Now, that’s never been tested
in the courts. Some people say it’s un-
constitutional. But the fact of the mat-
ter is it’s the law of the Nation. The
President cannot violate the law or the
Constitution, and in our opinion, he’s
violated both.

Let me just tell you what’s going on
in this war that the President says is
not a war.

We have flown almost 30 percent of
the sorties. That means we have flown
3,475 flights into the combat area. We
have dropped bombs and missiles 132
times on targets, and several times
we’ve hit civilians.

Nobody likes Muammar Qadhafi. No-
body wants him in office. But the fact
of the matter is, we’ve been involved in
a war to get rid of him.
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On May 22, the figure was that of the
missiles that were fired, there were 246
missiles fired, and 228 were the United
States’ missiles—at $1.1 million per
missile. And we’re paying approxi-
mately 60 or 70 percent of the total
cost of this conflict through NATO or
directly from the taxpayers of the
United States.

Now, the reason I came down here
today is to say that we should not be in
that conflict because it was not in our
national interest and there was no
threat to the United States and it was
a violation of the Constitution and the
War Powers Act.

The President said he had to do it be-
cause it was a humanitarian issue. If it
was a humanitarian issue and we really
needed to go in there, he should have
come to Congress. The previous Presi-
dent, President Bush, did go to Con-
gress on Afghanistan and Iraq to get
approval before he did it, but President
Obama decided to do this unilaterally.
So we are in a war now, and it’s costing
the taxpayers close to a billion dollars
in a war that we should not be in.

He said it was for humanitarian pur-
poses. If that’s the case, we ought to be
in a war in the Ivory Coast. Right now
in the Sudan, there are thousands and
thousands of people being executed and
killed. And if that’s the case, we ought
to be in the Sudan. In Syria, we all
know what’s going on in Syria right
now. If that’s the case, we ought to be
in Syria. There are wars of opportunity
every place.

I just like to end, Mr. Speaker, by
saying this: The President should al-
ways come to the Congress if it’s in our
national interest or a threat to this
country before he goes to war. It’s con-
stitutionally required.

———

DEBT CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WOODALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOODALL. I came down to the
floor today to talk about the fiscal cri-
sis that we’re having in America. There
are those when I open the front page of
the paper, Mr. Speaker, and I read the
headline, it talks about having a debt
limit vote crisis in this country. I went
back, I looked, and apparently we’ve
raised the debt limit over 70 times with
a vote right here in this body. Appar-
ently having a vote isn’t particularly a
complicated thing to do.

What we’re having is a debt crisis. I
think that’s an important distinction.
I was talking to a freshman colleague
of mine yesterday about that. Under-
stand that we can have the vote, Mr.
Speaker. It’s within the House’s au-
thority to bring a vote to raise the
debt 1limit tomorrow. In fact, we
brought that vote to the House al-
ready: Should we raise the debt ceiling
or should we not? Mr. Speaker, we de-
feated it. We defeated it by a wide mar-
gin here in this body.

What we have is a debt crisis.

Now, Mr. Speaker, if it were just ex-
isting debt, perhaps we could work out
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a way to finance that, but it’s not. It’s
continued borrowing each and every
day to the tune of 42 cents of every dol-
lar that we spend. In other words, if we
paid for Medicare, Medicaid, Social Se-
curity, interest on the national debt,
those other mandatory spending pro-
grams, just those, Mr. Speaker, we’ve
already spent every nickel in Federal
revenue.

That means every nickel that we
spend for education, every nickel that
we spend for transportation, every
nickel that we spend on national de-
fense, on homeland security, on the en-
vironment, on the courts, every other
nickel we borrow, with absolutely no
plan, Mr. Speaker, for changing that
going forward.

If the President were here today, Mr.
Speaker, I would say we do not have a
debt limit vote crisis. We have a debt
crisis, and there is only one body in
this town that has put together a budg-
et that will address it. I am proud to
say as a freshman in this Congress, as
a freshman in this House, it was the
U.S. House of Representatives that
took on that responsibility, Mr. Speak-
er.

It’s been 799 days since the United
States Senate last passed a budget.
Hear that. Three years ago since the
Senate last passed a budget. Not a bal-
anced budget, mind you, Mr. Speaker,
but a budget at all.

These are serious challenges that re-
quire serious people to offer serious so-
lutions, and the only one that has been
offered in this town, Mr. Speaker, came
from this body. I encourage the Presi-
dent to go back and take one more
look at that, because when we come
down to game day, come down to the
crisis—understand what we’re talking
about when we talk about a crisis, we
passed the debt limit back in May, Mr.
Speaker, as you know. We’ve just been
shuffling the books in this town be-
cause that’s what Washington does so
well: raiding this fund to pay that,
raiding this fund to pay this, over and
over and over again. Apparently the
games just run out on August 2.

Mr. Speaker, the games cannot con-
tinue. The games must stop, and they
must stop here, and we must lead as we
have always led in this body.

We do not have a debt limit vote cri-
sis. We have a debt crisis that is driven
by our addiction to borrowing and
spending. The borrowing and spending
stops here, Mr. Speaker, and I thank
you for your leadership on that.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until noon.
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