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when they’ve had a boom for 20 years 
of an increase in income. But if we re-
duce wages for middle class people, 
that somehow this economy will just 
turn right around. 

And let me remind my friends on the 
other side, we are currently living 
under the President Bush tax system. 
If this tax system of cutting taxing for 
the wealthiest worked had created 
jobs, we wouldn’t have the problems we 
have right now. Think about it. We are 
living under President Bush’s tax sys-
tem. This system, in ’01 and ’03, was 
supposed to lead to tremendous growth 
and job creation in the American econ-
omy. It hasn’t worked. America works 
when we reinvest back into our people, 
when we make sure people are trained 
and educated. 

I am for a reduction in the corporate 
tax. We do need to keep business taxes 
low so that we can be more competi-
tive. But when you start making hun-
dreds of millions of dollars and billions 
of dollars, like Warren Buffett and Bill 
Gates, you’ve got to pay a little bit 
more in taxes. And we need that rev-
enue so that we can rebuild our infra-
structure in the United States, so that 
we can make college more affordable in 
the United States, so that average fam-
ilies in Youngstown, in Niles can send 
their kids to college to become engi-
neers. That revenue can be used to 
make sure that every American has af-
fordable health care, so that no family 
in the United States has to make a de-
cision or stare at the ceiling when they 
are laying in bed at night, worrying 
about whether or not their children 
will have proper health care, or that if 
one of their kids gets sick, they may 
not be able to afford health care. That 
shouldn’t happen in the United States 
of America. 

What the NLRB has done is said, 
Let’s give more fairness, more trans-
parency, a more streamlined process so 
that workers can unite together and 
have some little bit of leverage against 
the massive corporate interests. I’ve 
been down here 9 years now in this 
Congress, and it seems to me that 
whatever the oil industry wants, they 
get; whatever the insurance industry 
wants, they get; whatever the multi-
nationals want, they get. And if we 
don’t begin as a country to empower 
average people to make a good middle 
class wage, we are not going to be the 
America any of us want. We are going 
to be weaker. 

You want to talk about family val-
ues—these are family values. What the 
NLRB has done is move us closer to 
having some family values. So I rise 
today, Mr. Speaker, to say thank you 
to the leadership of the NLRB for some 
of these proposed changes. I hope they 
continue to move forward. And I hope 
this is just one small step where we, as 
a country, say, You know, the middle 
class is working, if we’re manufac-
turing things in the United States, if 
we work together with a common 
cause, a common purpose, if we’re 
healthy, if we’re educated, everything 

else will take care of itself. That’s the 
kind of country that this decision is 
moving us towards, and I would like to 
thank them. 

f 

SYRIAN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, while 
our President telegraphs to our en-
emies a timeline for ending the war 
that they are certainly willing to con-
tinue to commit to, while military ef-
forts continue in Libya with uncertain, 
undisclosed, and unsuccessful outcomes 
led by our administration under NATO 
command, greater atrocities per-
petrated against freedom seekers in 
Syria go unaddressed, unannounced, 
unconsidered by our President. Why? 
What’s the reason? What’s the time 
limit? It is known that Syria has been 
a continuing threat to freedom and a 
strong supporter and sustainer of un-
rest and terrorism in the Middle East 
and around the world. They’re a strong 
ally of Iran and a constant threat to 
our friend Israel. 

As freedom-seeking citizens of Syria 
join, Mr. Speaker, many others in the 
Middle East in calling for political re-
forms, respect for human rights, and 
regime change, the government of 
Syria and President Bashar Al-Assad is 
violently and sadistically suppressing 
the Syrian people, his own people. 
Tanks, snipers, goon squads, violent at-
tacks on women and children, starva-
tion and dehydration, inhuman impris-
onment, torture, and worse has been 
the norm for the Syrian people for too 
long—without a strong and principled 
response from our President and our 
Nation. Why? We’re not calling for a 
war. We’re not calling for troops on the 
ground. We’re not calling for anything 
right now except to take a stand 
against this atrocity. 

Other nations have stood and voiced 
their concerns that President Assad 
has violated its international obliga-
tions, including the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the United Nations Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 
Isn’t it time for our President and this 
administration to stand and speak as 
the world leader and call on President 
Assad to step down and for the Syrian 
Government to end its cruel crimes 
against humanity? 

I am firmly convinced that the rest 
of the peace-loving world will respond 
to our leadership. They are looking for 
it. They expect it. They are asking for 
it, and the Syrian people will be en-
couraged and defended. And liberty’s 
cause will be promoted in this earth-
quake zone called the Middle East. 

It’s time to speak up. May God grant 
our President and this administration 
and our government the courage to do 
so. Because it is for humanity and peo-
ple like ourselves that we speak. 

OLD-FASHIONED ECONOMIC 
COMMON SENSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. BROUN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
my constituents know that Wash-
ington could learn a lot from using just 
some good old-fashioned Georgia com-
mon sense. I want to tell you a quick 
story. Earlier this month after one of 
my town hall meetings, a mayor from 
a small town in my district came up to 
tell me about the hard times that her 
city has been dealing with recently. 
Unemployment has shot through the 
roof, and many businesses in Hoschton, 
Georgia, have been forced to downsize 
or shut down completely. The mayor 
told me about how tough times have 
also required her to make some bold 
choices about Hoschton’s budget. Ulti-
mately in efforts to keep the town 
afloat, she ended up slashing their 
budget by a whopping 67 percent. The 
mayor said to me, ‘‘Everything has to 
be put on the table. Nothing can be im-
possible to cut.’’ 

My liberal Democrat colleagues need 
to take note. It’s long past time for the 
Obama administration to stop spending 
money like there’s no tomorrow. There 
is a tomorrow, even though right now, 
with over 9 percent unemployment, 
that tomorrow is looking pretty bleak. 

b 1110 

America’s runaway spending has got-
ten so far out of control that it’s hard 
get a grasp on the amount of debt our 
Nation is in or how long it will take us 
to repay the almost $141⁄2 trillion that 
we have borrowed. 

Americans don’t want excuses any-
more; they want solutions. They want 
less spending and more jobs. They want 
burdensome regulations removed from 
the backs of small businesses who can 
put so many more people back to work. 
They want more free choice and less 
big government when it comes to their 
day-to-day lives. 

Washington needs to follow the lead 
of small cities, small businesses, and 
families who are tightening their belts 
all across this country. That small 
Georgia town in my district that cut 67 
percent of their budget to deal with 
their financial crisis ought to be a 
model and a blueprint for the Obama 
administration and for Congress. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 12 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 
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PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

O Lord our God, we give You thanks 
for giving us another day. You have 
kept us in life, sustained us, and al-
lowed us to reach this moment. 

Bless the Members of the People’s 
House that You have gifted to serve 
our Nation. Preserve them this day and 
for the coming day. Supply their needs 
according to Your riches and prompt 
them to work harmoniously with one 
another. Give them a heart for the 
needs of all people and help them to 
reason together for the public good. 
Should they be tempted by rancor, ease 
their passion and grant them the re-
spectful desire to see past differences 
toward accomplishments worthy of 
Your desire for the benefit of all. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. ALTMIRE) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. ALTMIRE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following resignation from the 
House of Representatives: 

STATE OF NEW YORK, 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Albany, NY, June 20, 2011. 
JOHN BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House, 
The Capitol, Washington DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: As New York 
State’s Secretary of State, I have received 

the resignation of Anthony D. Weiner as New 
York’s 9th Congressional District Represent-
ative in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. The New York State Depart-
ment of State filed the letter today. A copy 
of his letter of resignation is attached. 

Sincerely, 
CESAR A. PERALES, 

Secretary of State. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, June 20, 2011. 

Hon. CESAR PERALES, 
Secretary of State, New York Department of 

State, State Street, Albany, NY. 
Hon. ANDREW CUOMO, 
Governor, Executive Chamber, State Capitol, Al-

bany, NY. 
DEAR SECRETARY PERALES AND GOVERNOR 

CUOMO: I hereby resign as the Member of the 
House of Representatives for New York’s 
Ninth Congressional District effective at 
midnight, Tuesday, June 21, 2011. It has been 
an honor to serve the people of Queens and 
Brooklyn. 

Sincerely, 
ANTHONY D. WEINER, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of 
rule XX, the Chair announces to the 
House that, in light of the resignation 
of the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
WEINER), the whole number of the 
House is 432. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

BRING HOME TROOPS IN VICTORY 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Last night, 
we heard President Obama’s plan for 
withdrawing our troops from Afghani-
stan. While I share the President’s goal 
of wanting to bring home our brave 
troops as soon and as safely as possible, 
I’m concerned that political consider-
ations were given more weight in this 
decision than military strategy. 

As a military veteran of 27 years, I 
understand how important it is to base 
decisions like this on the guidance of 
our commanders in the field. Our mili-
tary commanders are the best military 
strategists in the world, and they are 
the ones in a position to know how 
many and what type of troops they 
need to do their mission. 

When the President announced his 
troop surge, he included the lasting in-
fluence of Taliban among his reasons. 
The Taliban remains allied with al 
Qaeda, and both terrorist networks 
would rather see Afghanistan de-
stroyed than lose their influence over 
the Afghan people. 

Mr. Speaker, we’ve learned that 
fighting our Nation’s wars from the 
Oval Office does not work. Let’s make 
sure our troops come home in victory. 

MEDICARE TURNS 46 
(Ms. BASS of California asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. BASS of California. In July, 
Medicare will be 46 years old. This is an 
opportunity for all of us to take a look 
at history. 

In 1965, 44 percent of Americans over 
the age of 65 had no health insurance. 
Many seniors were pushed into poverty 
by medical costs. In 1965, when Medi-
care was first passed, out of 200 Repub-
lican Members of Congress, less than 
half voted for it. Future Presidents 
Bush and Reagan called Medicare so-
cialized medicine. So it should be no 
surprise that Republicans are still try-
ing to end Medicare. Today, it’s called 
saving Medicare—we should end it in 
order to save it. 

Seventy percent of the public does 
not support the Republican plan to end 
Medicare. And so it is a sad fact that a 
month before the 46th anniversary of 
Medicare, Republican Members of the 
House are not celebrating the Nation’s 
commitment to ensure that our seniors 
have health care but are instead trying 
to end Medicare before the 46th anni-
versary. 

f 

HERE THEY GO AGAIN: NLRB AND 
UNIONS ARE KILLING JOBS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the NLRB, under the influ-
ence of union bosses, on Tuesday acted 
again to restrict workers’ rights. The 
NLRB proposed new rules that would 
speed up elections for unionization. In 
doing so, unions would force workers 
into union memberships before fully 
considering both the advantages and 
disadvantages of membership. By im-
plementing a shorter voting period, 
U.S. Chamber Vice President Randy 
Johnson has revealed this is a cleverly 
disguised mandate to pressure workers 
into joining a union without making 
an informed decision. 

Moreover, the NLRB wants to delay 
litigation over many voter eligibility 
issues. As Chairman JOHN KLINE stated, 
‘‘Big Labor has found faithful friends 
on the Obama NLRB.’’ 

The job-killing influence of unions 
over the NLRB must be stopped before 
it tramples the rights of American 
workers, killing jobs at Boeing in 
South Carolina, and now killing jobs 
across America. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

RELIGIOUS VIOLENCE IN EGYPT 
(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to express my concern for the esca-
lating persecution of the Christian 
community in Egypt. 
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