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STANDING BEHIND NORTH DA-
KOTA RESIDENTS AFTER DEV-
ASTATING FLOODS

(Mr. BERG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BERG. Mr. Speaker, today the
residents of Minot, North Dakota, and
the surrounding communities are pre-
paring for a devastating flood that is
going to impact their cities. The water
levels in the Souris River have never
reached the levels that they will reach
in the next 24 to 48 hours. Many parts
of the city and the surrounding rural
areas will be inundated with water as
water levels rise above the current lev-
ies. More than 10,000 residents have al-
ready been evacuated.

In North Dakota, we pull together in
challenging times and we support our
friends and our communities. The city
and people around Minot need to know
that, when the water recedes, we will
be there to help. We will be there to
clean up, and we will be there to re-
build.

I ask everyone to please join me in
keeping these residents who are fight-
ing for their homes and their commu-
nities in your thoughts and prayers and
to stand with Minot and other commu-
nities up and down the Souris River to
ensure a strong recovery.

———

REPUBLICAN WOMEN ON JOB
GROWTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary b5, 2011, the gentlewoman from
Washington (Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mrs. McMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, it is with tremendous pride
that I stand with my fellow Republican
women on the House floor tonight. We
stand before you from every corner of
America, as businesswomen, nurses,
physicians, farmers, mothers, edu-
cators, and attorneys to tell you the
story of the Republican woman.

While our backgrounds and profes-
sions may be different, one thing is
not: We are all conservative reformers
committed to leaving America better
for our children and grandchildren.
After all, women in this country know
better than anyone the effects of harm-
ful economic policies. Why? Because
two out of three businesses are started
by women. Women-owned business are
the fastest growing segment in the
United States economy and they gen-
erate over $2.5 trillion in revenue a
year. Women manage 83 percent of
household income, spend two out of
three health care dollars, and make up
the majority of health care providers
in America.

Women are at the center of this de-
bate, and the House Republican women
are committed to leading it. But at a
time when our country has accumu-
lated over $14 trillion in debt and faced
28 consecutive months of unemploy-
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ment above 8 percent, we know this is
not an easy task. Yet despite the ob-
stacles and the opposition, House Re-
publican women are committed to
fighting this fight, to creating jobs, to
making America what she once was—
the land of opportunity, innovation,
and ingenuity. And that is why we are
all here. That is why we ran for Con-
gress and why we stand in the Halls of
Congress; some of us for many years,
others are brand new, all of us bound
by the commitment to real reform.

We have seen the numbers. Eighty-
one percent of Americans know some-
one without a job; the average unem-
ployed American has been searching
for over 38 weeks; and since President
Obama took office, we have lost over 2
million jobs in this country. We refuse
to sit here and watch those numbers
rise.

As eastern Washington’s Representa-
tive, I ran for Congress 7 years ago to
help keep that American Dream alive.
I spent 13 years working beside my
mom and dad and brother in our fam-
ily-owned business in Kettle Falls,
Washington. I was the first in my fam-
ily to graduate from college, and I
later had the honor of serving as State
Representative, while continuing to
work in our family business and learn-
ing firsthand the value of hard work,
the value of opportunity. From the
fruit stand in Kettle Falls to the Halls
of Congress, I am here years later be-
cause I refused to let that opportunity
be threatened.

I come home every night to two
beautiful children, Cole and Grace, and
I want them to have the opportunities
that I have had. I want them not only
to know the American Dream and what
it is, but I want them to have the op-
portunity to live it.

America stands at a crossroads like
never before in our Nation’s history.
Last year at this time the administra-
tion was talking about a recovery sum-
mer. This year we should be talking
about a reality summer. The reality is
clear and it is unprecedented. I was
just home in Spokane, where unem-
ployment is over 9 percent and there is
one thing on the forefront of every-
one’s minds—jobs.

So, tonight we Republican women are
here to remind the American people
that creating jobs is our number one
priority. Our GOP plan for job creators
will empower small businesses, fix the
Tax Code, encourage entrepreneurs, in-
crease competitiveness, and pay down
America’s national debt. We will stand
on this House floor, debate in com-
mittee hearings, work with our col-
leagues across the aisle, and continue
to listen to those at home until we get
Americans back to work. And we will.
We are on the road to economic recov-
ery, and the House Republican women
are committed to ensuring that we get
there.

With that, it is with great pleasure
that I would like to yield to the dy-
namic woman from North Carolina.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Thank you so much
to my colleague from Washington, and
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thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing
us tonight to come as Republican
women to speak out to the American
people.

I came to Washington as one of the
new freshmen here, and I am very hon-
ored to be part of this group. We are a
group of women who believe in our
country. We believe in the right of
every American to achieve. There are
no guarantees, but if you put your
mind to it and you work hard, every-
one can achieve.

I, too, came from a family that was
not wealthy. My parents did not really
see the value in a college education. I
am a second generation American here
in the United States, and I am first
generation college educated. I basically
put myself through college and nursing
school with many different jobs. I be-
came a nurse, and I have been a nurse
for over 21 years and am very happy to
be so. I am a wife and a mom. My son,
Ben, is 16 years old.

When health care became such a huge
issue in this country and when our
President spoke about changing it, the
best health care system in the world, I
knew that that was not only going to
be detrimental to health care but also
the economy, because it is such a large
portion of our economy. So I put my-
self forward to run for office, because 1
believed that if you are going to
change things in Washington, you have
to change Washington itself. So here I
am, proud to be serving with these
great women.

We have many, many issues in this
country right now that we are faced
with, and we need jobs. Unemployment
has been above 9 percent for over 23
months now. Yes, our colleagues across
the aisle put forward their plan over a
year ago. That plan has failed, and it is
time for a new plan.

As a woman, being a multitasker,
Mr. Speaker, as you know how wonder-
ful women are, we can put our minds to
it and we can solve these problems.

O 2010

Speaking as a nurse, I've always
taken care of many patients, but none
more dear to me than my seniors. And
what they are faced with today because
of the destruction that has been put
forward by our Democrat colleagues
across the aisle in ObamaCare, it has
truly done just that—destroyed it. And
it is our job to rescue it back for the
American people so that it will be
there for our seniors and it will be
there for generations to come.

As it is right now, $500 billion has
been taken out, and a 15-person panel
will be put in place to decide what kind
of health care you receive. That right
will be taken away from you and your
physician. Imagine a group of individ-
uals without any health care back-
ground whatsoever deciding for you
whether or not you’ll be able to have
surgery or whether or not you’ll be
able to have a treatment. Imagine try-
ing to explain that to your family.
Imagine sitting at the bedside of your
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loved one and telling them that, No,
I’'m sorry, your doctor cannot do sur-
gery on you, and there is no way that
we can appeal it. That is what has been
put in place by ObamaCare, and we are
determined as Republican women to
pull back on this.

We spoke about jobs. My colleague
from Washington has a wonderful illus-
tration of what we need to do. That is
the answer to the problems that we
face here in America today. And as a
woman, I am dedicated, as are my col-
leagues, to doing just that.

Again, in closing, I'll just say that it
is an absolute and incredible honor to
be here—and I am getting emotional—
with my fellow women who are going
to stay tonight and speak to all of you
out there in America about the impor-
tance of being a good conservative
woman and how much we all, if we
work together, can come up with the
answers to our problems.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. I'd like
to yield to the gentlelady from South
Dakota.

Mrs. NOEM. I appreciate that.

Mr. Speaker, I rise this evening to
join my fellow female colleagues and
Members on this side of the aisle to
highlight exactly what it means to be a
Republican woman.

Mr. Speaker, I grew up in a family
that didn’t believe that there were cer-
tain tasks for boys or certain tasks for
girls, but that we all did it all. My dad
taught me how to drive a semi-truck
and a combine, just like he did my
brothers. I was expected to help with
the chores even though they were
tough and they were often dirty ones. I
grew up thinking that I could do any-
thing that the boys could do, and that
way of thinking has certainly stayed
with me. Over the years, I helped run
our family businesses, including the
farm and the ranches. I helped run the
family restaurant and our hunting
lodge. Although our businesses never
grew so large that I was one of the
women who are a part of what controls
now 51 percent of the New York Stock
Exchange, I always remembered what
my dad said, and I always remembered
that I could work just as hard as the
guys could. My contribution was al-
ways just as valuable.

A few years ago, with young Kkids,
raising them still at home, I saw that
we needed someone with business expe-
rience, someone with common sense
and ag experience to serve in our State
legislature. So I ran and won a seat
there. I realized that if I was going to
be there and spend time away from my
family and away from my businesses, 1
wanted to be as effective as I possibly
could. So that meant running for a
leadership position.

So in my second term I became the
assistant majority leader in the South
Dakota State legislature. I soon real-
ized that the place that really needed a
person with common sense and busi-
ness sense and a place that really need-
ed someone who had worked in agri-
culture and run businesses and some-
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one who isn’t afraid to roll up their
sleeves and get to work was in Wash-
ington, D.C.

So I ran for Congress last year on the
platform that we need people to rep-
resent us who have real-life experi-
ences; who have experience running
businesses, balancing checkbooks,
dealing with regulations, and paying
taxes. I didn’t run because I was a
woman, and I didn’t expect people to
vote for me because I was a woman.
That had never ever even entered into
my thought process, as the person I
was running against was also a woman.
I worked to earn each vote in talking
about what was important in this
country, in talking to folks about our
life experiences and my position on the
issues. That’s what I knew mattered to
South Dakotans, and that’s what
mattered to me.

Mr. Speaker, my agenda, the Repub-
lican agenda, is indeed pro-women. It is
pro-women because it’s pro-small busi-
ness, pro-job creator, pro-family, pro-
economic growth. You see, just as my
dad taught me years ago, women in my
home State of South Dakota and all
across this country, we care about the
same things that men do. They’re wor-
ried about the security of their jobs;
they’re worried about their children’s
future, and they’re worried about find-
ing a job if they need one.

We’re worried about the excessive
spending that this country is engaging
in and the overwhelming debt that
we’re continuing to accumulate and
that we’re going to leave to our chil-
dren and our grandchildren. We’re wor-
ried about what new government regu-
lation is going to come in and hinder
our businesses and what is around the
corner that’s going to try and control
our portion of our lives or hurt our
small businesses on the street corner.

Mr. Speaker, our Republican Con-
ference has rolled out a jobs plan. It’s
pro-woman and it’s pro-man because it
does exactly what we need to get our
economy back on track. It cuts burden-
some regulation; it fixes the Tax Code;
it increases American competitiveness,
and it maximizes our production of
American-made energy.

I would like to close by thanking all
of my colleagues for this opportunity
to speak on the House floor tonight on
what it means to be a Republican
woman and what it means to be some-
one who serves here with common
sense, business experience, and life ex-
perience, who cares about our children
and grandchildren in this country. I
would like to thank my colleagues as
well for organizing this special hour. It
has been my honor to serve and to
speak and to share this evening with
you tonight.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Next,
I'd like to yield to the gentlelady from
Florida.

Mrs. ADAMS. Thank you. I, too,
want to join my colleagues here to-
night. And like my distinguished col-
league from South Dakota, my father
always taught me that you can do and
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be anything you would like as long as
you’re willing to work hard for it. It
had nothing to do with your gender.
It’s just as long as you’re willing to
work hard for it.

So I took this to heart, and it is
something that has stuck with me
throughout my life whether it was
when I joined the Air Force at 17 or
when I was a single mother working
two jobs trying to keep food on the
table, or as a person who was working
during the day and paying my way
through the police academy at night or
later on as a State legislator and now
as a Member of Congress. I know what
it’s like to struggle, and I understand
how difficult it is for women and fami-
lies across this Nation during these
tough economic times. I never aspired
to be in public office, but a strong
sense of justice and a love and an ap-
preciation for our great country led me
to where I am here today.

I ran for the Florida legislature years
ago after I lost my second husband in
the line of duty as a deputy sheriff be-
cause I was always there testifying on
behalf of victims’ and citizens’ rights
issues. One year I couldn’t believe what
I had heard, and I got involved so much
with legislation that had passed that I
felt it tied my hands as a police officer
to do what I was sworn to do, and that
was to protect and serve the commu-
nity I was hired in in Orange County,
Florida. So I decided to do something
about it. I ran and was elected to Flor-
ida’s 33rd district.

Eight years later, as I was preparing
to come home and retire and be back
and reacquaint myself with my family,
I witnessed what a lot of people, a lot
of families witnessed throughout this
country—and that was our country was
accruing an astronomical amount of
debt. They were recklessly spending
taxpayers’ hard-earned money, and the
passage of the Obama health care plan
and rapid unemployment in Florida
and across the Nation was just too
much to bear. So I knew our country
was heading down the wrong path—an
unsustainable path—and something
needed to be done.

The trajectory of the Nation’s fiscal
path was clear. Like so many mothers
across this country, I saw the future of
our Nation and especially our chil-
dren’s future at risk. I couldn’t sit by
and watch as our country continued
down this reckless fiscal path. I had
the strong desire to change our Na-
tion’s course, and that’s what led me to
this Nation’s Capital.

The truth is that our Nation expects
more from its leaders in Congress. I
came here to make a difference—to re-
move the barriers to job creation that
have been imposed by this administra-
tion’s addition to spending, taxation,
and regulation. Only by giving more
power back to the families and small
businesses that make this great Nation
can we put our economy back on a sus-
tainable path and help the private sec-
tor put people back to work.

I made a promise to the men and
women in District 24 that I would fight
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to end the spending-driven debt crisis
that led to our Nation’s dire economic
state. I will continue to keep this
promise, and I will continue to fight
for families across this country by
working towards fiscal responsibility,
lower taxes, and by removing job-Kkill-
ing regulations that have stifled our
Nation’s economic growth for far too
long.

0 2020

We need to get our people back to
work. We want jobs, and that’s what we
are fighting so hard to do. As Repub-
lican women, we understand, and we
will continue to fight to empower
small businesses and to reduce the reg-
ulation that is hurting our businesses.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Let’s
hear from the gentlelady from New
York.

Ms. BUERKLE. First of all, let me
thank my colleague from the State of
Washington for hosting this very spe-
cial and important Special Order.

When the Obama administration
took office, many Americans were so
concerned that the administration was
too inexperienced to know how to even
govern this country; but we soon un-
derstood that they were too mistaken
to learn and too arrogant to care.

Americans continue to see the un-
veiling of various provisions of the
President’s health care bill, such as the
creation of the Independent Payment
Advisory Board to ration health care, a
disastrous half trillion dollars in Medi-
care cuts for new benefits, the betrayal
of our friendship with Israel, and the
willful pursuit of Libyan ‘‘kinetic ac-
tion” in opposition to the wishes of the
American people and in defiance of the
War Powers Act. We have been be-
trayed by the choices of the leaders we
depended on to steer this ship safely
through troubled waters.

But I have hope, just like the other
Republican women here tonight, that
while we have to accept the Democrat
leadership’s choices for a time, nothing
says we have to live with them. I am
here in Congress because I have
watched the American Dream become
increasingly fragile, and I said to my-
self over a year ago that I would not sit
this fight out. Mr. Speaker, this is a
fight. This is a fight for the very
United States we love so dearly.

Both sets of my grandparents came
here from Italy. They worked hard;
they raised their families, and they
gave back to their communities. My
presence in Congress, really in so many
respects, just like so many of my col-
leagues’, embodies the American
Dream. I am a registered nurse, an at-
torney, and for the last 13 years have
represented a teaching hospital. I am
the mother of six children and a grand-
mother of 11. Mr. Speaker, I am a
proud Republican woman.

We Republican women stand here to-
night not as an anomaly; we represent
millions of Republican women who say
that we are not going to accept being
marginalized because of our political
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party. We are real women. We are real
Republicans. We are here to restore the
American Dream.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Next, I
would like to yield to the gentlelady
from Illinois.

Mrs. BIGGERT. I thank the gentle-
lady for having this tonight.

Mr. Speaker, I thank all of the Re-
publican women who are here and espe-
cially the freshmen because they have
brought so much enthusiasm, so much
talent, so much intelligence to this
body, and it really has been such a help
to us.

When I was elected to Congress, I was
the only Republican woman to be
there. It was kind of lonesome, so I
thought, well, at least I can be the
president, the vice president, the treas-
urer, the secretary of the freshmen Re-
publican women that year, but there
was nobody else to be there with me, so
I had to do it all alone. I've been here
a long time. This is my 13th year. To
see what has happened and the enthu-
siasm and what is going on and the
changes that are happening is incred-
ible.

I came from a family where my fa-
ther was the first to go to college. His
parents had emigrated from Finland
even though they were Swedish. He
went to college, but he always said to
my three siblings and me, You can do
anything you want to do if you get a
good education; but he made one mis-
take, maybe, because he said he would
pay for it. So my older sister went to
medical school; I went to law school;
my brother went to law school; my sis-
ter got her master’s in Latin and
Greek, but she doesn’t use that too
much anymore.

So that was true, because I never,
never expected that I would be in Con-
gress. I never expected that I would be
a lawyer. In fact, I went to a wonderful
school—Stanford for undergraduate—
and then applied to law school. For my
first year, I went to the University of
California; and the first thing that
greeted me was a professor who said,
You’re taking the place of someone
who belongs here, which was a man.
That really has changed my life, be-
cause I excelled in everything I did. I
transferred law schools, by the way,
and went back to Illinois.

My first job out of law school was
clerking for a judge in the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. The
reason I got it was that a young man
from a different school where the judge
had always hired—the judge didn’t par-
ticularly like him, so he called over to
Northwestern, and they sent me over
there, and that’s how I got that job. I
continued in the legal profession, but I
found that I got involved in a lot of
volunteer work along the way, too—
being chairman of boards and whatever
and then running for and being elected
to the State assembly.

The reason I wanted to go into the
State assembly and into Congress was
from what I learned from volunteer
work—and from having four children,
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first of all, and then from being presi-
dent of the high school school board—
because I wanted my children to have
the best education; and the way to do
that is to get involved and to partici-
pate as with all of the others, like
being chairman of the Visiting Nurses
Association of Chicago, and I got into
Medicare and Medicaid. So all of these
things led me to want to go into Con-
gress. I was asked to do those things.
Then finally, when a seat opened up in
Congress, I said, I'm going for this. I
was elected, and I've been here and on
three committees that are really im-
portant still—with the Financial Serv-
ices, the Education and Labor, and the
Science Committees.

Let me just talk a little bit about
trade because, as has been said by so
many Members much more eloquently
than I, government does not create
jobs; it’s the private sector; but gov-
ernment needs to act to reduce and get
rid of the barriers that we have put on
so many of the businesses so that we
can have economic growth so that we
can have those jobs. One way is to look
at the trade issue.

We cannot have protectionist trade
policies. Free trade agreements are one
of the many ways to improve all Amer-
ican standards of living and to get our
economy back on track. The adminis-
tration has three trade agreements
that are on the shelf, already nego-
tiated and all ready for approval—Co-
lombia, Panama and South Korea.
These trade agreements alone have the
potential to create 250,000 jobs for
Americans in America. What has been
so concerning is that the President has
not acted, and a failure to act means
that we will continue to lose sales and
jobs to other countries which do not
face the trade barriers that our goods
and services are facing. On many prod-
ucts, tariffs would come down imme-
diately upon the enactment of these
agreements, giving a boost to exports
and jobs.

Let me just tell you about one com-
pany that has trade with Colombia. It’s
a big company with big, big machinery;
and every time they send one of those
pieces of machinery into Colombia, it’s
a $200,000 tariff, which shouldn’t be
there, while we have open doors and
while we have trade that can come
here.

We have wasted so much time. We
have wasted at least 2% years for not
doing this. I think, with these trade
agreements, such an increase would
provide a tremendous boost to the na-
tional economy, especially to my home
State of Illinois, where we rank No. 5
in the exporting States for manufac-
turing and agriculture products. So I
would encourage the administration to
immediately send up those trade agree-
ments. Doing so would immediately
put people back to work and provide a
much needed boost to our economy.

I thank all the women who are here
today, and I thank you for doing this
and for giving us the opportunity.

Mrs. McCMORRIS RODGERS. Thank
you. A great point.
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Next, I would like to yield to the
first woman from Alabama.

Mrs. ROBY. Thank you so much, and
to the gentlelady from Washington, I
appreciate so much the opportunity.

What an honor and a privilege to
serve with each and every one of you
and to be here on the floor tonight to
just share with Americans about who
we are and what we stand for and why
we are here.

The question that I'm most often
asked in the district and certainly here
as well is: Why in the world would a 34-
year-old woman with a 6-year-old and a
2-year-old run for Congress?

I will tell you that Margaret and
George, my two children, are the very
reasons that my husband, Riley, and I
decided to enter into the race for Con-
gress to represent Alabama’s Second
District: because we are committed to
leaving this country, the best we can,
in better shape for our children than it
was for us. That’s why we’re here—and
what a privilege to serve.

[ 2030

In college, I studied music and
thought I was going to work in the
music industry and went to law school
to further those aspirations, where I
met my husband, Riley, and we were
married shortly after law school and
we both went into private practice.

About 2 years practicing law, I was
watching the news one night, and my
predecessor on the city council said
that she wasn’t going to seek reelec-
tion, and I felt this lurch in my stom-
ach. It was just really a gut check mo-
ment for us. I tapped Riley and I said,
That’s what I need to be doing. I want
to serve my community.

Of course I had a wonderful example
in both of my parents. My father is a
public servant and my mother served
in many capacities as a volunteer in
our community all growing up, and I
think that gave me that sense of ur-
gency of wanting to be involved in my
community. Riley and I didn’t have
children yet, but we knew we wanted
to, and I thought, if we’re going to live
in this city and in this State and raise
our children here, then we want to be a
part of it.

I served 7 years on the Montgomery
city council, and shortly after my son,
George, was born—he was 8 weeks old—
we started praying about this oppor-
tunity to run for Congress, to serve
Alabama’s Second District and our
country. So little George was 8 weeks
old, and I felt as a mom of these two
small children and as a wife that I had
something to bring to the table, that it
was an opportunity to bring a perspec-
tive as the one that runs through the
grocery store and goes to the gas pump
as to how much Americans are hurting
with the lack of jobs right now. Again,
what a responsibility and a privilege.
Riley and I wake up every single day
and know that we have a real responsi-
bility to serve the people that we rep-
resent.

I recently had the distinct privilege
of going with you, my colleague from
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Washington, to Afghanistan for Moth-
er’s Day. I serve on the House Armed
Services Committee. What an honor to
spend that time with our men and
women in uniform, but particularly the
women that are serving overseas away
from their children and particularly on
that day. As a mom that’s here in Con-
gress, on a plane back and forth, doing
my best to serve my constituents and
my country, I realize, looking into
their eyes, the tremendous sacrifice
that they make, that what we do here
doesn’t even hold a candle to. It was
truly an honor to get to spend that
time in the war zone, to have a better
understanding of what our men and
women sacrifice for our liberty and
freedom that we have right here.

I am committed to doing my part to
help remove this cloud of uncertainty
that is hanging over job creators in the
United States of America. As I travel
throughout my district—and all of you
do—I hear story after story about what
is the government going to do to us
next. I was at a manufacturing com-
pany 2 weeks ago in the district where
they put a $1 million addition to their
700,000 square foot manufacturing facil-
ity, remanufacturing, only to keep up
with the regulations that are imposed
on them by the Federal Government.
This is where we are. How in the world
can we expect the private sector to be
creating jobs when the heavy hand of
government is that strong?

So I am committed to that, and I am
committed to real reforms that will
allow for the private sector to do what
they do best. That is what our country
was founded on. I am proud to serve my
State and my country as a Republican
woman, but more importantly as a con-
servative committed to doing my part
to get our country back on track, not
for the next election but for the next
generation.

Thank you.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Thank
you.

Let’s hear from the lady from Ohio.

Mrs. SCHMIDT. I thank my good
friend from Washington.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today because I
really want to say thank you to my
parents for instilling in me the oppor-
tunity to live the American Dream. My
father didn’t have much as a child. He
didn’t even have an education. But he
grew up in a place where he could live
his dream. He knew if he worked hard
that he could live and do what he want-
ed to do, and that was to provide for
his family, buy a farm, own a business,
and give us the opportunity to lead our
lives in the way that we wanted to. I
instilled that hope and that desire in
my own daughter. Over 5 years ago, I
decided to run for this office. It was
March 23, 2005. I'll never forget the
date. It was the day my daughter got
engaged. As we celebrated both deci-
sions, I realized the enormity in the de-
cision that I was making. See, back
then I realized that government was
spending too much money, and we had
to do something about it. But now that
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she is married and I've been here over
5 years and administrations have
changed, 1 realize that we weren’t
spending as much then as we are today.
The accelerated spending is really
hurting our American Dream.

My daughter owns her own business,
and she has two wonderful little chil-
dren, but I fear that they won’t be able
to have the American Dream that she
is trying to hold onto and that I was af-
forded by my own parents. And I look
today and I say to myself, what has
this administration done to help us
move forward? A year ago, the Presi-
dent announced that in 2010, June 17,
was going to be the summer of recov-
ery.

How is that recovery going? Well,
we’re still over 9 percent unemploy-
ment. We spent over $1 trillion in stim-
ulus money to no effect. Our under-
employment is at 19 percent. We have
over 14 million people that are under-
employed and looking for work and 9
million people have part-time jobs. But
in addition to those statistics, our
economy is not growing, and it’s not
growing because this government is
getting in the way of the growth and
it’s with overregulation.

I worked with BoB GIBBS on one bill,
H.R. 872, the Reducing Regulatory Bur-
dens Act, which took an erroneous
court decision and put it in its place.
But it’s more than just that bill that’s
in our way. As a mother and a grand-
mother, I'm alarmed at the USDA get-
ting into my grandchildren’s lunch
boxes and into my pantry with over-
regulation, telling schools what they
can provide for their students. They’re
taking potatoes out of the lunch room.
It’s not just eliminating potatoes to
one cup a week, but it’s the enormity
of the burden of expense that’s put
onto our school system, over $5 billion
mandated to public schools, and most
of that burden is on schools that can
least afford it.

I could go on and on about the over-
regulation that is squelching the abil-
ity for our country to grow. I have a
stake in this. Actually I have two. It’s
Michael and it’s Anthony. They mean
everything to me. I want those two
wonderful little boys to have all the
hopes and dreams that I had as a child
fulfilled as an adult. I want them to
have the same hopes and dreams that
my daughter had fulfilled. I want what
my father gave to me, the belief that
with God and living in America, all
things are possible.

We have to stop the overregulation
and the overspending that is occurring
in this country today. Our future is at
stake, and it is serious. The Republican
women in the House get it, and I ap-
plaud them for fighting with me for
their children, for their grandchildren,
but most importantly for my Michael
and my Anthony.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Next I
would like to yield to the gentlelady
from Kansas.

Ms. JENKINS. I thank my friend
from Washington for yielding me some
time.
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My name is LYNN JENKINS, and I am
a Republican woman in my second
term from the Second District in Kan-
sas. Before entering public office, I
worked for over a dozen years in public
accounting as a certified public ac-
countant helping businesses and indi-
viduals with their tax planning, their
tax compliance, and I did that so they
could focus on what they did best and
that was create jobs and be successful
for their local economies.

I originally ran for office for the
House of Representatives in Kansas,
because I was frustrated by the burdens
the State government placed on my cli-
ents and the families. As a member of
both the Kansas House and the Senate
and then as State treasurer for a term
and a half, I was pleased to help Kansas
work to secure sound economic poli-
cies.
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But several years ago, I became in-
creasingly concerned about the policies
of the Federal Government and how
they were holding back our citizens
and our job creators. So I ran for Con-
gress, and I am honored to be here this
evening with my fellow Republican
women to highlight the Republicans’
plan to promote job growth.

Over 2 years ago when I came to
Washington, my goal was to pass poli-
cies to stimulate the flagging economy
and get us back on firm financial foot-
ing. Unfortunately, one of the first
things the Democrat majority did at
that time was to ignore our proposals
for economic growth and choose in-
stead to pass a stimulus package that
we Republicans opposed. And just as we
predicted at the time, it has failed.

Let’s look at some of the facts. The
White House advisers said that passing
the stimulus would keep unemploy-
ment below 8 percent. The unemploy-
ment rate is currently over 9 percent,
and it has been above 8 percent for
more than 2 years. I'’ve got a visual aid
here that shows a new study by econo-
mists from the University of Western
Ontario and Ohio State University
found that the President’s failed stim-
ulus, the largest stimulus in American
history, destroyed or forestalled rough-
ly 1 million private sector jobs. Tax-
payers will end up paying $1.16 trillion
for all the private sector jobs lost or
forestalled by the Democrats’ stimulus.

The facts tell us the total cost of the
Democrats’ stimulus, according to the
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Of-
fice, to be over $820 billion, and inter-
est on the debt for the bill will be near-
ly $350 billion for over a $1 trillion
pricetag. The number of net jobs the
economy has shed since the Democrat
stimulus was signed into law is reach-
ing almost 2 million. In the last 12
months, entrepreneurs have started up
the fewest new U.S. businesses in more
than a decade. The national debt has
increased by more than $3.5 trillion.

The Federal Government shouldn’t
be in the business of job creation. We
should be focusing our efforts here in
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Congress on putting policies in place
that encourage private sector job
growth, and that’s why I’'m so proud of
the Republicans and their job proposal
that’s before us. Included in the pro-
posal are many reforms. Some include
an opportunity to fix the Tax Code to
help job creators; spur investment; cre-
ate more American jobs by stream-
lining our Tax Code; by increasing
competitiveness for American manu-
facturers; by reining in this
unsustainable debt and start living
within our means; addressing the issue
of regulatory overreach; and encour-
aging entrepreneurship and growth.

So, tonight, along with my fellow Re-
publican women from across this Na-
tion, I'm calling upon our President
and the Democrat majority in the Sen-
ate to work with us. Help us pass our
jobs plan so we can get Americans back
to work.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Great.
Thank you.

Next, I would like to yield to my
classmate and member of the Rules
Committee from North Carolina.

Ms. FOXX. Thank you. I want to
thank my colleague from the State of
Washington, CATHY MCMORRIS ROD-
GERS, for organizing this Special Order
tonight, and Mr. Speaker, I am a Re-
publican woman and so proud to be a
part of this great group of women that
we’ve heard from tonight.

Growing up in a poor family in rural
North Carolina meant that there were
many opportunities in life that simply
weren’t available to me. But there was
one important opportunity that has al-
ways been available to me and to all of
us, and that is living in the freest land
on Earth, where working hard, taking
chances, and persevering are catalysts
for success.

I'm a Republican woman because
over the course of my life I've seen how
the incentive to succeed and the guar-
antee that the fruits of your labor are
your own have shaped a people and a
Nation that accomplishes great things.

Before I came to Congress, I worked
in higher education and as a small
business owner. Over the course of my
career, I encountered good government
and bad government. Each is a power-
ful force. Good government frees us to
pursue ideas to invest our money as we
see fit, to build, create, and grow a
business or even to fail in our endeav-
ors. As a small business owner, I also
observed firsthand how government has
the power to crush people under high
taxes and oppressive rules, or it has the
power to unleash creativity with a
light touch and low taxes.

I came to Congress as a Republican
because my life experience in business
and education taught me that, by eas-
ing off the rulemaking and the tax hik-
ing, government can help foster an en-
vironment where hardworking, innova-
tive, and dedicated people can succeed.

I'm a Republican because I want to
be part of creating a Federal Govern-
ment that is nimble, focused, respon-
sive, and aligned with the Constitu-
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tion. I believe that such a government
will capitalize on our strength as a Na-
tion of innovators and entrepreneurs
by removing barriers to job creation
and wealth creation.

As Republicans we’re going to put
our government on track to spend less
and live within its means, just like
women across the Nation do every day
with their family budget. When govern-
ment is right-sized, our economy grows
and businesses create jobs.

We know that the Constitution guar-
antees the rights of the people, not the
rights of the government, Mr. Speaker.
That’s why as a Republican woman I'm
focused on making sure government
doesn’t stand in the way of the people,
and that the laws we make here in Con-
gress expand freedom, rather than ex-
pand government.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Thank
you.

Next, I'd like to yield to the gentle-
lady from Missouri.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Thank you very
much, Mr. Speaker, and thank you, my
friend from Washington State.

This is so exciting to get to be here
tonight, to get to visit with the Amer-
ican people about what it means to be
a Republican woman, and I am honored
to represent Missouri’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, and as I share with
people about the great district that I
get to represent, it’s a story of the
heartland.

Missouri’s Fourth District, we are
just made of small towns and farms,
and we work hard and we hunt on
weekends and go to church on Sundays,
and we just want the government to
leave us alone. And basically, what we
have seen over the years is Washington
getting bigger and bigger and pushing
out the private enterprise and threat-
ening our basic freedoms. And so that’s
what we have to push back against and
restore America’s greatness.

Who I am and the reasons I align my-
self with the Republican Party is a re-
flection of my background and experi-
ences that I’ve had over the years. 1
wanted to share just a few of those
things with you.

I grew up on a farm near Archie, Mis-
souri, and my mom and my dad and my
sister and I, we raised corn and soy
beans and had a lot of hogs and had a
cow/calf operation. And one thing that
strikes me as very pivotal to my life is
my parents in January would sit down
and take several days cash-flowing the
year, projecting forward what they
thought the yields on the crops were
going to be, the prices on the crops,
looking at the expenses, the payments
that we had, seeing if we’d be able to
make it all work. And after a few
years, my mom and dad called my sis-
ter and I over and said, you need to sit
here with us and learn this process.

Well, I can tell you, as a little kid,
that wasn’t the most exciting way to
spend our evenings, but it was a won-
derful experience because we learned
how hard it was to make everything
work and to pay for everything and to



H4360

live within your means. And I learned
that you can’t spend more than you
take in. I learned fiscal responsibility
that is so much a part of the Repub-
lican Party, and what we’re here trying
to do is to restore that because Wash-
ington keeps spending money that it
doesn’t have, and we can’t do that at
home. We don’t do it on our farms. We
don’t do it in our businesses, and it’s
time that Washington learned some
lessons from the heartland and from
ordinary families like mine.
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Something else I learned on the farm
is that hard work pays off usually. Of
course there are a lot of things dealing
with weather and other things that you
can’t control. But one thing lately that
you can’t control is the amount of gov-
ernment regulations that are threat-
ening agriculture. Now the EPA is try-
ing to regulate dust. Well, I still live
on a gravel road. And I have news for
people at the EPA: If you farm, if you
drive down a gravel road, you are going
to get dust. So don’t try to fine us or
tell us that we can’t have that. That’s
just a lack of common sense. So Wash-
ington needs to listen to us ordinary
people and not do that.

Something else I learned growing up
was a love of our country and a respect
for our military. My dad served in the
U.S. Army Reserves. That really made
a huge impression on me, that he was
willing to serve his country. And all of
those brave men and women who today
are putting their lives on the line for
us deserve our highest respect. Accord-
ing to the Constitution, there are only
a few things we’re supposed to do, and
one of them is to provide for the com-
mon defense. And I'm so honored to sit
on the House Armed Services Com-
mittee, where I can work hard for
those men and women and keep our
country strong and safe and secure.

I grew up and became a teacher, and
I taught home economics. Now they
call it ““family and consumer sciences.”’
I love that. I chose that profession be-
cause I believe in the family, and I
want to make it as strong as possible,
and I love young people. One thing I
taught was a class dealing with fi-
nances in the home. I taught the kids
how to balance a checkbook, and kids
got it. I would say, You can’t spend
more than you take in. They under-
stood it. And I don’t understand how
come Washington doesn’t understand
that same principle. So that’s what I'm
trying to bring here, how we need to
have a balanced budget. And that is
one thing the Republicans are fighting
for.

I also taught a class called food serv-
ices. It was a vocational class where we
actually—I trained them in how to
have a job. And a lot of food service
jobs are beginning career opportunities
for young people, and they can move
forward. But I taught them, if you
work hard and you do an excellent job
and become skilled in what you do, you
can move forward in life. And in Amer-
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ica, anything is possible. I want that to
still be the mantra that we share with
our young people today, and make sure
we preserve the opportunity that we
had.

Later I was a State representative.
And then after that, the Governor ap-
pointed me as chairman of the Missouri
Women’s Council, and I enjoyed that
for 2 years. In that council, as an agen-
cy in the Department of Economic De-
velopment, we helped women connect
with and meet their economic goals,
and that’s jobs. You know, Mr. Speak-
er, women are starting businesses at
twice the rate of men, which amounts
to 400 new businesses every day that
are started by women. And women-
owned businesses are the fastest-grow-
ing segment of the United States econ-
omy. There are 10.6 million businesses
owned in the United States by women
that employ over 19 million American
workers, and women-owned businesses
generate some $2.46 trillion in revenue
each year. Women are smart. They’re
able to own their own businesses, and
we here in Washington need to help
them meet those goals, not provide
hindrances for it. And clearly from the
last speaker, you see that President
Obama’s plan has failed. Throwing
money at something does not create
jobs. There is a better plan.

I’'m also a small business owner now.
My husband and I own a company
where we sell farm equipment. We em-
ploy about 50 people, have three stores.
So I know the challenges of day-to-day
operating a small business in America.
Most jobs in America are created by
small business owners, the same people
that President Obama is trying to tax.
What he doesn’t understand is that if
you tax job creators more, they’re not
going to have money to be able to hire
a worker. It doesn’t make sense. We’ve
got to change course here.

A couple of stories, quickly, I wanted
to share with you from businesses in
my district reflect how the policies
here in Washington are Kkilling jobs.
One is, when I was on the campaign
trail a couple of years ago, I met with
a business who told me that they want-
ed to open up a second location. Things
were going pretty well. They had about
30 employees at the time. But they
asked about this new health care bill
that was being debated, that the Presi-
dent was pushing through. And they
said, If this passes, our business will
fold. We provide health care for our
employees as much as possible. We pro-
vide them a stipend so they can go buy
their own policies. But if this bill
passes, we can’t afford that. So they
told me they have decided not to open
up a second location because of the
government’s takeover of health care
that Washington was forcing down the
throats of Americans. That is tragic
because in this town, there are hun-
dreds of people out of work. And it
broke my heart that what is going on
here in Washington was directly caus-
ing people to be unemployed back
home.
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Another example: I’ve been visiting
with a lot of companies in my district
that manufacture goods. And thank
goodness we still have a lot of manu-
facturing jobs here in America. But as
I visit with them, they share with me
the hurdles that they’re having to
overcome just to stay open because of
Washington’s policies of high taxes and
regulations. Their competition is over-
seas. And they’ve told me, VICKY, we do
not want to move to China. We do not
want to take those jobs there. But yet
if we move there, we’re not going to
have to pay near as many taxes, and we
don’t have to live by these awful regu-
lations from EPA and all these other
government agencies. So we’re going to
try to stay here as long as possible. But
please, please help us get government
off our backs. And I assured them I cer-
tainly would do everything that I can
because, you know, as House Repub-
licans, we know how to create jobs, and
that’s what we’re putting forward.

We’re putting forth a plan to lower
taxes. We’re putting forth plans to
push back on these government regula-
tions that are out there that are kill-
ing jobs, hurting our farmers. We are
promoting trade overseas and want to
get these trade agreements passed—and
we’re also getting rid of that huge un-
certainty of debt that is hanging over
our country and promoting a balanced
budget, like my mom and dad did
around the kitchen table at home, like
I taught my kids at school how to do.

But the last thing that influences me
is being a wife and mother. And that is
what inspires me to continue to fight
for faith, family, freedom, and our fu-
ture. That’s what we’re all about.

Mrs. MCcMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to yield to the in-
spiring Representative from Tennessee.

Mrs. BLACK. My name is DIANE
BLACK, and I represent the Sixth Con-
gressional District in Tennessee. I am
hearing more and more from women in
my district. More and more women are
decision makers in their households.
As a matter of fact, statistics show us
that 84 percent of women are primary
decision makers today. They set their
budgets. They buy groceries. They take
their children to school and to doctors,
and they also work outside the home. I
hear from women all over my district
who are on the front lines, and they
say that the economy is making life
tougher and that they are constantly
trying to do more with less. They tell
me that when they go to the grocery
store, how much the rising food prices
are cutting into what they buy. Gas is
more expensive, and their budgets are
shrinking, and their choices are lim-
ited because Washington is deciding for
them.

As these past few years got harder,
government stood in the way of our
economy getting back on track. And in
Tennessee, we have an unemployment
rate of 9.6 percent. I also hear from
women in my district whose husbands
are looking for jobs, and these women
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are working two jobs to make ends
meet, a struggle that is very real to
me. As a nurse for over 40 years, I
worked two jobs when my children
were little and our family was trying
to better ourselves, as my husband was
working on his degree. I worked not
only as a nurse, but I also had a school
for children in my home. My fellow
GOP women here tonight, we are all
with similar stories of struggles and
challenges and working hard for our
families. Government needs to get out
of the way and allow businesses to
grow so that jobs are created and
America gets back on track.

I am a Republican woman, and I am
proud of that. I am proud to say that I
am not only protecting children and
their families but also am working to
make sure that our country gets back
on track so that we have jobs that will
allow these families to be strong and
gTOW.
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I believe that I'm not only speaking
for myself, but also for the women
back home and across this country.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. I would
like to yield to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), chairman
of the International Relations Com-
mittee.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I thank the
gentlelady from Washington for yield-
ing me the time. I'm inspired to hear
my wonderful colleagues, proud Repub-
lican women, proud to be Republican,
as well as plugging our gender because
we have a very positive story to tell
our country.

And as my wonderful friend, the col-
league from the State of Washington,
pointed out, my name is ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN; and I represent Florida’s
proud and beautiful 18th Congressional
District that covers from Bal Harbor
all the way down to sunny Key West,
265 miles of coastal beach area.

And I'm a daughter, I'm a mother,
I'm a grandmother, I'm a wife of a
Vietnam veteran, a former educator
and a former small business owner. I
fled Castro’s communist Cuba with my
parents when I was 8 years old. I'm
proud to be a naturalized American, so
Cuban by birth, American by choice.
And I am also a Republican woman.

I entered public service after talking
with my parents, with the parents of a
school, a small private bilingual school
that I operated along with my parents
in Hialeah, a blue-collar working town
of Miami-Dade County.

And after hearing from the parents of
the school that I operated about their
hopes and their dreams and the prob-
lems and the concerns that they had, I
decided that the best way to help them
was not just to help them individually,
but rather to help them in a bigger way
by being involved in the legislative
process in order to change the policies
that were causing them difficulties.

As we have said here tonight, Mr.
Speaker, our Nation faces grave eco-
nomic dissatisfaction and a sluggish
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economy and no job recovery. And Re-
publican women understand and recog-
nize the need for creative and bold so-
lutions to get America moving in a
positive direction once again so that
small business owners, such as the
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINENS in south Flor-
ida, who have a small school or who
have a small business, are not ham-
pered by burdensome regulations that
inhibit their growth.

And we know how small business suf-
fers due to this growing bureaucracy
and this unnecessary regulatory wran-
gling that goes on and that has oc-
curred in the last few years, and the
previous speakers spoke on this issue
of the regulation that has run amuck.

So Republican women also recognize
this economic prosperity cannot be cre-
ated by government because small and
medium-sized businesses are the en-
gines that fuel our economy. So to-
gether, Republican women don’t want
to—we’re in unison to say that we do
not want to leave this burden, this fi-
nancial debt, this deficit to our chil-
dren and grandchildren. We want to
leave them with a more prosperous and
secure Nation. And that’s why I'm
proud to be a Republican woman.

Mrs. McMORRIS RODGERS. I'm
proud to yield to my colleague from
Washington State.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. As the
youngest woman in the U.S. Congress,
I'm proud to be here tonight joined by
my colleagues from across the Nation.
And I’'m here tonight to politely de-
cline the anti-woman label that some
who must not have better things to do
have pushed our way, because the
women here in this Chamber, the Re-
publican women on this side of the
aisle, as you’ve heard, are incredibly
diverse. They’re cops, attorneys.
They’ve served, they’re moms, some of
them have served in public office like
myself. There’s a tremendous group of
problem-solvers here and that’s what
we need.

We know that we need solutions, and
the most important solution we can
find right now has to do with bringing
more jobs to folks at home, making
sure that we have good, strong Amer-
ican jobs that will support our fami-
lies.

And as Congress looks for the job cre-
ation solutions that so many Ameri-
cans are craving, I believe that we Re-
publican women possess or bring a spe-
cial skill to the table. One of my
woman colleagues summed it up best
when she said, women take technical
problems and come up with creative so-
lutions. We’re simply better at looking
at the issues from outside the box. I be-
lieve much of what she said, and I
think that’s one of the reasons that
you see us here tonight fighting for the
families back home, whether it’s home
in southwest Washington, where
they’ve been out of work; where it’s
the mom who knows how much it costs
to put gas in the tank, how much it
costs for health care, for the education
bills; who’s worried about her older
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parents and making sure that they
have access to health care; or thinking
about her children and her grand-
children.

It’s these women in and throughout
our Nation who have really borne the
brunt of this economy. So it’s very im-
portant that we’re at the table here to-
night pushing back on that label, be-
cause we do represent those American
women; and the solutions that we’re
bringing and that we’re fighting for are
going to make it so that those women
who have dreams to start their own
business, to plan for retirement, who
want to see less of their hard-earned
dollars going into the gas tank, those
are the women we’re standing up for
tonight, and the solutions that we’re
bringing forward are going to help
them help their families, help our com-
munities, and help our country.

I recognize we have limited time here
tonight, and I thank you for allowing
me to share and stand up with these
tremendous ladies.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2021, JOBS AND ENERGY
PERMITTING ACT OF 2011, AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1249, AMERICA INVENTS
ACT

Mr. NUGENT (during the Special
Order of Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS),
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No.
112-111) on the resolution (H. Res. 316)
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 2021) to amend the Clean Air Act
regarding air pollution from Outer
Continental Shelf activities, and pro-
viding for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 1249) to amend title 35, United
States Code, to provide for patent re-
form, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BURTON of Indiana (at the re-
quest of Mr. CANTOR) for today on ac-
count of a family medical emergency.

———

SENATE ENROLLED JOINT
RESOLUTIONS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled Joint Resolutions of the
Senate of the following titles:

S.J. Res. T—Providing for the reappoint-
ment of Shirley Ann Jackson as a citizen re-
gent of the Board of Regents of the Smithso-
nian Institution.

S.J. Res. 9—Providing for the reappoint-
ment of Robert P. Kogod as a citizen regent
of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution.
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