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should the subsidies that come to your
operation be public knowledge, but if
you are one who has alleged you’ve
been discriminated against, your
records are secret even from the United
States Congress?
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That is all wrong, Mr. Speaker. We
know that. The conscience of this Con-
gress has spoken today; 152 of us have
spoken up, and I think the foundation
for legitimate hearings has been heard.

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF WARRANT OF-
FICER BRADLEY GAUDET AND
REMARKS ON AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 30 min-
utes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, on Sun-
day, June 5, the State of Texas and our
Nation lost a true hero. Chief Warrant
Officer Brad Gaudet was killed in Af-
ghanistan after his helicopter crashed
near Kabul.

Brad was the best and brightest of
what the First Congressional District
of Texas has to offer. Raised in Lufkin,
Texas, and a graduate of Stephen F.
Austin University, he was truly a son
of East Texas.

General MacArthur once said, ‘“‘Duty,
Honor, Country: Those three hallowed
words reverently dictate what you
ought to be, what you can be, what you
will be. They are your rallying points:
To build courage when courage seems
to fail; to regain faith when there
seems to be little cause for faith; to
create hope when hope becomes for-
lorn.” For Brad, these three ideas were
not just to strive for. He understood
them, he embodied them, he lived
them.

Brad, just 31 years old, was a hus-
band, a father, a son, and a brother.
Outgoing and aggressive, Brad truly
personified the Army’s old slogan, ‘“‘Be
All You Can Be.” The summer before
his senior year in high school, Brad
joined the Reserves and went to boot
camp. His family joked that he was
never more prepared for the upcoming
high school football season than he was
that year.

Upon graduating from Stephen F.
Austin University in Nacogdoches,
Texas, Brad enlisted in the Army and
was sent to Fort Rucker in Alabama.
There he pursued his dream of flying
and graduating from flight school. The
next stage of his military service
brought him to Fort Drum in New
York, where he met the love of his life,
Ginny.

During his second deployment, Brad
achieved Pilot in Command rank, a
highly-skilled specialty officer which is
very difficult to achieve for those who
are not commissioned officers. This
speaks to his hard work, his out-
standing training, his performances,
the respect his superiors had for him.

A true family man, last month Brad
rushed home from his third deployment
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in Afghanistan just in time to help
with the delivery of his newly born
daughter, Addyson. His family will al-
ways remember his great sense of
humor, his infectious smile, his kind
heart, and his desire to brighten any-
one’s day.

Today I want to extend my prayers
and condolences to Brad’s wife, Ginny;
his two young daughters, Tealie and
Addyson; his parents, his relatives and
his friends. Their American warrior is
home. He has met his maker, his mas-
ter. His duty is done and he is at peace.

George Orwell said, “We sleep safely
in our beds because rough men stand
ready in the night to visit violence on
those who would do us harm.”

A grateful Nation is so very proud of
this son of HEast Texas. We grieve the
loss of our warrior brother. We honor
Brad for his courage, his sacrifice and
his selfless commitment to duty, honor
and country. He gave his all in service
for the sake of safety, freedom and lib-
erty.

May God bless the sacrifices and the
last full measure of devotion that Brad
Gaudet paid, and may he bless us all
because he was such a patriot.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would ask occupants in the gal-
lery to please refrain from applause.

Mr. GOHMERT. I would like to ad-
dress myself for a moment to Afghani-
stan. That is where Brad Gaudet and so
many Americans have fought and have
died. It was the place where the
Taliban flourished. They trained ter-
rorists; they prepared for the chance to
come Kkill thousands of Americans in
New York City; they came up with
plans to kill Americans in other places
in the United States, so it was impor-
tant that we go take out the home
bases of the Taliban.

For those that know the history of
our fighting in Afghanistan, they know
that what we initially did was send in
advisers and trainers and people to
help the Afghans to fight and take out
the Taliban, and in fact a group that
proved most helpful was the Northern
Alliance. Some say it was run by war-
lords, but these tribal regions with
their leaders accepted munitions, ac-
cepted training, accepted what it took
to bring war upon the Taliban, and
they whipped the Taliban, at least
until later when the Taliban resurged.

But after the Northern Alliance de-
feated the Taliban, we did something
that I was not aware of, until some of
the warlords or Northern Alliance lead-
ers wanted to sit down with somebody
from our government and our State De-
partment they said had refused to meet
with them.

These were the leaders of groups who
risked their lives. Many in the group
lost their lives fighting the Taliban,
and whipped them. And when my friend
DANA ROHRABACHER said, Hey, these
folks want to meet with somebody
from the U.S. Government, the State
Department won’t meet with them,
will you go with me, I said sure.
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Initially we were going to try to
meet near northern Afghanistan, but
when the Uzbeks found out, as I under-
stand it, they didn’t want to give visas
to these people. We thought maybe we
would meet in India, and they didn’t
want to give them visas. So at the last
minute we arranged to meet in Berlin.
Five of the nine did meet.

Something that many Americans
don’t realize, the Taliban in preparing
for 9/11 knew that there was a man who
was charismatic, who was a powerful
leader, who had the chance to bring to-
gether Afghanistan as a nation, the Af-
ghans as a people. Even though it is so
very tribal, one person had the chance
to really pull it all together, and on ei-
ther September 9 or September 10 of
2001, he was boldly assassinated so that
when a day later 9/11 occurred there
would be nobody that the U.S. could
really turn to as one individual to rally
Afghans against the Taliban.
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They took him out before they com-
mitted their act of atrocity against
Americans. They knew what they were
doing. They planned well. But our
American soldiers know what they’re
doing. And when we sent special forces
and intelligence folks to help, they
were able to whip the Taliban. And I
didn’t realize until we met with these
Northern Alliance leaders that after
they initially whipped the Taliban, we
demanded that they disarm. According
to them, they were told, Look, we’re
the United States of America. You
have nothing to fear. We’re here. We’ll
make sure that you’re not harmed. You
fought for wus. You whipped the
Taliban. It was our mutual enemy. And
so turn in all of your weapons.

I said, You turned in everything?
They said, Well, we’ve got some small
arms. We can’t fight the Taliban with
the little bit we’ve got left. We gave all
of that back—plus some of our own.
And the Taliban has re-surged. The war
has gone on much longer than it should
have. There were reports of corruption.
The poppy production has surged much
more than anything else there in Af-
ghanistan. And what they had heard
was that our government was negoti-
ating directly with Karzai, the leader
of Afghanistan, and with Pakistan.
And what they had been hearing was
that our government was negotiating
indirectly with the Taliban itself. They
want to destroy America. And the word
that they had gotten was basically that
the United States just wanted out, and
if they would let us get out without a
major incident, between the Taliban,
Karzai, Pakistan, they could just di-
vide things up however they wanted.

I want our troops, I want our people,
I want our resources out of Afghani-
stan. But we’ve got to make sure that
people like Brad Gaudet and so many
others that have given their lives
haven’t done it for nothing. But it
seems that that initial success may
have given us a good roadmap to how
you succeed in Afghanistan. Equip the
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people that are our friends, who have
the same enemies as we have, and let
them do the fighting. Things went well
when that’s the way it went. We pro-
vided trainers, advisers, gave them
some intelligence, and they whipped
the bad guys for us. What would be
wrong with getting back to that point
instead of what the rumors are that
this administration is prepared to do—
let the Taliban take back up where
they left off once we leave.

If the Taliban gets a foothold again,
as they want to do, if al Qaeda gets a
foothold and if radical Islam gets a
strong foothold in Afghanistan again,
does anybody really think they won’t
come after us again? They have pledged
that we’re a great Satan, that we must
be eliminated. The most free country
in the world, the greatest country in
the history of mankind, and these peo-
ple want it destroyed because it didn’t
fit into their narrow scope of having a
global caliphate where one religious
leader dictates to everybody. We Kkind
of like our freedom, where those of us
who are Christians are free to worship
and those who wish to worship any
other way are free to do so. That’s
America. But it’s not time to just cut
our losses and leave.

It’s time to act smartly. I am very
much afraid this administration will
continue to reward our enemies and to
turn against our allies and friends. You
can’t keep maintaining foreign affairs
and any credibility in the world when
you turn against your friends, thinking
that your enemies are going to like
you better because you showed you
would turn on your own friends. Your
enemies don’t like you any better when
you turn against your friends. In fact,
what happens is they not only don’t
like you, they no longer respect you.
Because some in the world, they don’t
like us—they hate us—and they think
we ought to be destroyed, but they re-
spect our power. And once they see
that a Nation will turn against its
friends and hurt its own friends and al-
lies, they know this country should not
even be respected. As I’ve said many
times, we don’t have to keep paying
people to hate us. They’ll do it for free.
It’s time to quit paying our enemies to
continue to nurture hatred against us.
It’s time to be a true friend to our al-
lies.

We heard one of the greatest speeches
I’ve heard in my 6% years in Congress
from that podium right there, and it
didn’t come from any State of the
Union. It came from the leader of
Israel. We heard from Palestinians.
They thought the speech was a declara-
tion of war. It means they didn’t listen
to the speech because, as Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu made clear, as soon as
the Palestinians are willing to tell
their people there will be a Jewish
State of Israel, peace can be worked
out very quickly after that. But no one
wants to say that on the Palestinian
side. So, as Patrick Henry said, men
cry, ‘‘Peace, peace,” but there is no
peace, and there will be no peace in the
Middle East.
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Here, we think that gee—at least this
administration—we heard our friends,
our enemies will love us. They’ve been
trying that since the Clinton adminis-
tration when the Clinton administra-
tion classified an anti-Khomeini and
Ahmadinejad, as of now, group called
the MEK, their initials. They’re an
antitotalitarian regime group, and
they’re over 3,000 residents of Camp
Ashraf in Iraq. We as a Nation gave
them our sovereign promise we’ll make
sure you’re safe and secure. When we
turned things over to the elected gov-
ernment of Iraq, we were assured by
that government that they would take
care of that promise and they would
keep the residents at Camp Ashraf safe.
Yet nearly a week ago, when a group of
six of us met with the Prime Minister
of Iraq there in Baghdad and tried to
discuss the issue of the Iraqi military
going to Camp Ashraf and killing per-
haps 35 residents of Camp Ashraf,
wounding perhaps a hundred or more
from reports from a video DANA ROHR-
ABACHER had seen—I had not—he said
it’s very clear these were unarmed ci-
vilians killed by the Iraqi military.
That’s not the promise we made to
those people in Camp Ashraf. It’s not
the promise that the Iraqi leaders, in-
cluding Maliki, made to those Iranians
in Camp Ashraf. Yet the Iraqi military
killed civilians in Camp Ashraf.

As I tried to explain to Prime Min-
ister Maliki, when he said for us to be
concerned and to try to do something
about the killings would be a violation
of their national sovereignty, I tried to
explain that actually it does involve
sovereignty, but the U.S. sovereignty
was involved in promising their safety
at Camp Ashraf, and his sovereignty
was involved when they promised the
safety of those residents at Camp
Ashraf.
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So we have a vested interest with all
of the American lives and treasure that
were laid down and invested in Iraq. We
have a very strong vested interest in
seeing that justice is done and in see-
ing that people who made promises to
us keep those promises, because if we
don’t see to that, then how can we ex-
pect anyone to trust us? How can we
expect anyone to truly negotiate fairly
with us, expecting we’ll keep our word?

Sometimes you make bad deals, but
if you’re going to keep your word and if
you’re going to be known for being a
country and a people of honor and a
people of their word, you’ve got to keep
your word. As a former judge and chief
justice, some things I’'ve seen have
been unjust, but when we can do some-
thing about it to help us keep our word
to those who’ve trusted us, we’ve got to
do it. We can’t look back.

So we were a bit surprised when our
group of six Members of Congress—four
Republicans and two Democrats—flew
up to Erbil and met with folks up
there. It’s always good to see troops
around, American troops. They’re the
best I've ever seen. The 4 years I spent
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in the Army, starting in the late 1970s,
left me concerned that, if we were at-
tacked back in those days, we were in
a lot of trouble. But the military I see
and I meet and I visit with—those from
my district and from all over the coun-
try—so impress me and so impress
those around them. We have an incred-
ible military, these days, of our service
men and women.

When we left Erbil in northern Iraq
and were flying out, we got word that
our Embassy had been contacted by
Prime Minister Maliki, and was told
that our group was not welcome in Iraq
any longer. I have attended far too
many funerals of people from Texas
and other funerals of Americans who
laid down their lives and, in doing so,
provided people like Prime Minister
Maliki the chance to come back from
exile, to be elected in that country and
to be a leader, that I don’t think it’s
too much to ask for a little gratitude.
We’re not asking for anything in re-
turn.

I know there was some discussion—it
wasn’t from me—about, Gee, maybe
you could help us, instead of doing
deals with China for your oil after we
secured your country and got rid of the
tyrant Saddam Hussein. Maybe you
could deal with us. I'm not asking for
those things. I'm just asking for a lit-
tle gratitude for the lives and the
treasure that were expended to give
people in Iraq the freedoms they have
today.

I expect people who have become
leaders in Iraq to keep their word to
us, because if they can’t be trusted, if
they won’t keep their word, well, they
can lock me out of their country all
they want to, but we have the power of
the purse.

I didn’t join in the lawsuit against
the administration over the War Pow-
ers. I think they’re well-intended dear
friends who are involved in that suit
this week. I didn’t engage in that as a
party for one reason, which is that this
body has the power constitutionally of
the purse. We don’t need a War Powers
Act. We don’t need any interpretation
by the Supreme Court of whether the
War Powers is effective or whether the
War Powers is not, because we have the
ultimate weapon in this body called
the power of the purse.

If the President wants to send our
American treasure and our American
military, which composes 65 percent of
NATO’s military, what a joke to say,
Hey, we’re turning it over to NATO. We
won’t be involved anymore. We’re 65
percent of NATO’s military. If we're
going to have a President who sends
people over there, not because Congress
thought it was a good idea and not be-
cause a majority of the American peo-
ple did but because the Arab League
asked us to and because some in the
U.N. thought it was a good idea, then
Congress has the ultimate power, and
we don’t need the War Powers to do it.
We don’t need the Supreme Court’s
okay. All we need to do is shut down
every dime being spent in Libya until
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such time as we can be sure that who-
ever takes over Libya will not be worse
for the United States than the crazy
murderer who is there now. We need to
be sure of that.

I know the President made the mis-
take one day of saying he had visited
all 57 States. I'm well aware that there
are not 57 States in this country, al-
though there are 57 members of OIC,
the Islamic states in the world. Per-
haps there was some confusion as to
whether he’d been to all 57 Islamic
states as opposed to all 50 U.S. States.
Nonetheless, we have an obligation to
the 50 American States, not to the 57
Muslim Islamic states.

Our oath that we took is in this
body—in this House—and it’s to the
people of America. It’s not to the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, who may very well
take over Egypt.

Once they do, they’ll be bent upon
setting up a caliphate around the
world, including in the United States,
and this administration will have been
complicit in helping people who want
to destroy our country out of the igno-
rance to think, if you help your en-
emies, they’re going to like you better.
Not only do they not like you, as I
said, they disrespect you when they see
how foolhardy you are.

It’s time to quit involving this coun-
try in warfare around the world unless
we can be sure that such warfare helps
us keep our oath to the United States
of America.

And to quote my dear friend from
Texas, also a former judge, ‘‘And that’s
just the way it is.”

I yield back the balance of my time,
Mr. Speaker.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of family matters.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 37 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, June
20, 2011, at 10 a.m.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2024. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Plum Pox Virus; Update of Quar-
antined Areas [Docket No.: APHIS-2010-0089]
received May 13, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

2025. A letter from the Chairman and CEO,
Farm Credit Administration, transmitting
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the Administration’s final rule — Loan Poli-
cies and Operations; Loan Purchases from
FDIC (RIN: 3052-AC62) received May 31, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

2026. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting the Na-
tional Defense Stockpile (NDS) Annual Ma-
terials Plan (AMP) for Fiscal Year 2012,
along with proposed plans for FY 2013
through 2016, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 98h-2(b);
to the Committee on Armed Services.

2027. A letter from the General Counsel,
National Credit Union Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Corporate Credit Unions (RIN: 3133-AD80)
received May 19, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

2028. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel, National Credit Union Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Truth in Savings (RIN: 3133-AD72) re-
ceived May 24, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

2029. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Policy, Department of Edu-
cation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Enhanced Assessment Instruments
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
(CFDA) Number: 84.368 received May 12, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

2030. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Department of Education, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Impact Aid Pro-
grams (RIN: 1810-AA94) received May 13, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

2031. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Annual Report for Fiscal Year
2009 of the Administration on Aging, pursu-
ant to 42 U.S.C. 3018; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

2032. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a report on the Developmental Dis-
abilities Programs for Fiscal Years 2007-2008,
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 15005 Public Law 106-
402, section 105; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

2033. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting annual financial report as required
by the Animal Generic Drug User Fee Act of
2008 for FY 2010; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

2034. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting annual financial report as required
by the Animal Generic Drug User Fee Act of
2003 for FY 2010; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

2035. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; West
Virginia; Permits for Construction and
Major Modification of Major Stationary
Sources of Air Pollution for the Prevention
of Significant Deterioration [EPA-R03-OAR-
2009-0876; FRIL-9311-9] received May 25, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

2036. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Penn-
sylvania; Adoption of Control Techniques
Guidelines for Flat Wood Paneling Surface
Coating Process [EPA-R03-OAR-2011-009 ;
FRL-9312-7] received May 25, 2011, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.
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2037. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Penn-
sylvania; Determination of Attainment for
the Pittsburgh-Beaver Valley 8-Hour Ozone
Nonattainment Area [EPA-R03-OAR-2010-
1082; FRL-9313-1] received May 25, 2011, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

2038. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans and Designations of
Areas for Air Quality Planning Purposes;
Alabama, Georgia, and Tennessee: Chat-
tanooga; Determination of Attaining Data
for the 1997 Annual Fine Particulate Stand-
ard [EPA-R04-OAR-2011-0084-201135; FRL-9312-
5] received May 25, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2039. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Extension of At-
tainment Date for the Charlotte-Gastonia-
Rock Hill, North Carolina-South Carolina
1997 8-Hour Ozone Moderate Nonattainment
Area [EPA-R04-OAR-2010-0504-201052; FRL-
9312-9] received May 25, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

2040. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Requests for Modification
or Revocation of Toxic Substances Control
Act Section 5 Significant New Use Notice
Requirements; Revision to Notification Reg-
ulations [EPA-HQ-OPPT-2008-0296; FRI1.-8858-
1] (RIN: 2070-AJ41) received May 25, 2011, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

2041. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Illi-
nois; Missouri; Saint Louis Nonattainment
Area; Determination of Attainment of the
1997 Annual Fine Particle Standard [EPA-
R05-OAR-2010-0034; FR1-9309-6] received May
20, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

2042. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Penn-
sylvania; Adoption of Control Techniques
Guidelines for Paper, Film, and Foil Surface
Coating Processes [EPA-R03-OAR-2011-0063;
FRL-9309-3] received May 20, 2011, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

2043. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Penn-
sylvania; Revisions to Requirements for
Major Sources Locating in or Impacting a
Nonattainment Area in Allegheny County
[EPA-R03-OAR-2009-0881; FRL-9308-9] re-
ceived May 20, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2044. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of the Clean Air
Act, Section 112(1), Authority for Hazardous
Air Pollutants: Perchloroethylene Air Emis-
sion Standards for Dry Cleaning Facilities:
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