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such concern about what is being pro-
posed in the health care bill and what
is now law. I think we need to have a
frank discussion with the seniors, Mr.
Speaker, because of the demagoguing
and the fearmongering that has gone
on by proponents of this health care
bill.

The fact is this health care bill, Mr.
Speaker, is law. If it goes on without
being interfered with, Medicare as we
know it will be decimated. Five hun-
dred billion dollars in cuts. That’s
going to affect the seniors. That’s the
law, and that’s what’s in place right
now.

What we are proposing on the Repub-
lican side is that: it is a proposal. But
it is a place to begin the discussion
about how we are going to save Medi-
care. And we must say over and over
again to our seniors this bill will not
affect you if you are 55 years and older.
You will retain the exact same benefits
that you have now. But we as health
care providers, we as those who went
into health care as advocates because
we care about people, we want to pro-
tect and preserve Medicare. That’s
what this proposal is that the Repub-
licans put forth in the budget.

I think, Mr. Speaker, the irony in all
of this is those who pushed this health
care bill, organizations who pushed it
on seniors and said this is a great bill,
and vote for this health care bill, they
now have waivers from the health care
bill. They now are saying, well, it’s
good for all of you folks, but it’s not so
good for us. That should raise red flags.

So I am so pleased to be here tonight
with my colleagues to be able to have
this conversation with the seniors, Mr.
Speaker. They need to know the truth.
They need to know that we want to
preserve Medicare. We want to make
Medicare better for us, for our chil-
dren, and their children. And that’s
what this is about.

I thank you for this time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I thank the
gentlelady.

Who more than anyone than the
Health Caucus and the physicians cau-
cus wouldn’t want to maintain Medi-
care? And one of my frustrations that I
have had in this body is, how can you
solve a problem if you can’t discuss it?
And right now we’re not even able to
discuss in a logical way how we reform
Medicare. And those Medicare changes,
we’ve only mentioned a few of them I
might add. There are many others in
here. In 2012, that will be just next
year, there will be Medicare cuts to di-
alysis treatment. Medicare cuts to hos-
pice begin in 2012. And on and on.

And it’s one thing to have a problem.
It’s quite another to not even be able
to discuss the problem. So let’s just
summarize it briefly here, and then I
will yield to you that are still here. We
had a problem in this country with
health care costing too much and a
group of people that couldn’t have ac-
cess to care and a liability crisis. We
did nothing with this ObamaCare bill
to curb the costs.
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How we helped pay for the Affordable
Care Act is we took money out of Medi-
care. And to control spiraling Medicare
costs, we set up a board, this bill set
up—not we, but this bill set up a board
called the Independent Payment Advi-
sory Board. Most people, including
many physician friends of mine, don’t
have any idea what this is. It is a very
bad idea. It’s not a good idea in Eng-
land, where it’s being used. That’s
where the group that wrote this bill
got it.

And you know why they want this?
Why the people that signed this, the
Senate and others? Because they don’t
have to be accountable. They can
blame somebody else when needed care
isn’t given. Oh, it isn’t my fault. This
board did it. Well, it is our fault. If we
give up that right, it’s our fault if
those cuts occur to our seniors and we
cannot provide the care that they need.

So why we are having this discussion
is we have got a budget problem. We
have got a $1.6 trillion budget deficit in
this country we have to close. And how
do we do that? We look forward and see
where are the costs going forward? As I
mentioned, when the President of the
United States is 65 years of age, 15
years from now, four things will take
up every tax dollar that we take in. So
it’s mandatory that we begin now solv-
ing this problem.

I think the plan is a great plan, the
Ryan plan. It allows people to plan. It
also, I believe, will allow you more
choices. And I believe that that’s ex-
actly what the American people want
in health care, is not someone up here
in Washington making those choices
for us and our patients, but the pa-
tients and the doctors making those
choices.

I will yield to the gentleman, Dr.
DESJARLAIS, if you would like to have
some comment about that.

Mr. DESJARLAIS. You are correct,
and I agree with everything you said.
The point that a lot of folks made on
the campaign trail is there is simply
too much government medicine. There
are unsustainable costs. I know our
colleague from New York, ANN, as an
RN, probably recalls the day where she
spent more time on patient care than
documentation. And now most nurses
will acknowledge that it’s just the re-
verse; they spend much more time on
paperwork and bureaucratic issues
than taking care of patients.

And I think that it’s important that
we remember that just a short time
ago, when the Affordable Health Care
Act, more commonly Kknown as
ObamaCare, was being pushed forward,
Americans vehemently opposed this
bill. I don’t want them to forget all the
reasons why they opposed it. They
didn’t ask for it. We can’t afford it.
And we don’t need it.

There were approximately 30 million
uninsured people, according to the
President, at the time. But yet up to 75
percent of people rated their health
care as good or excellent. So we’re tak-
ing a system that has flaws and exces-
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sive costs, and trying to completely
turn it upside down with this Afford-
able Health Care Act, which we all
know is going to lead to rationing of
care, decreased quality of care, and in-
creased costs. You can’t add people to
a system and decrease costs without
rationing care.

So I think it’s important that the
people stay engaged and speak out and
acknowledge that they want the rela-
tionship to be between themselves and
their doctors, and not between Wash-
ington bureaucrats such as what the
IPAB is proposing. That’s exactly what
we’re going to see. And we need to
stand firm. The American people don’t
need to forget why they were opposed
to the ObamaCare bill in the first
place.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I thank the
gentleman.

I yield now to Congresswoman
BUERKLE from New York for closing
comments.

Ms. BUERKLE. Thank you very
much.

I think it’s so important to have this
conversation with the seniors. We want
to preserve your relationship with your
physician. There is nothing more sa-
cred than that relationship. This IPAB
panel will disrupt that. It will come
right between you and your physician.

It’s so important that we get the
facts out, that we have this conversa-
tion with seniors, that you understand
that we are fighting to preserve Medi-
care, fighting to preserve Medicare as
we know it, and Medicare and the pa-
tient-physician relationship.

With that, I thank you for this oppor-
tunity.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I thank the
gentlelady.

I will finish by saying that I know
that the Health Caucus and the physi-
cians caucus are totally committed to
this bipartisan bill, this repeal of this
IPAB.

Again just to summarize what it is,
it is 15 bureaucratically appointed peo-
ple approved by the Senate, submitted
by the administration. I don’t want a
Republican President or a Democrat
President appointing these people.
What they will do is make a decision
based totally on cost. The Congress
then requires a two-thirds override to
change or they have to make the cuts,
we have to make the cuts someplace
else. CMS will be in charge of how
those cuts are taken care of.
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I think that responsibility, that fidu-
ciary responsibility, is right here in
the elected body that meets with the
people.

I thank the gentleman for being here
tonight, I thank the gentlelady for
being here, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair must remind all Members that
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remarks in debate are properly ad-
dressed to the Chair and not to a view-
ing audience.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2017, DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2012

Mr. REED (during the Special Order
of Mr. ROE of Tennessee), from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 112-95) on the
resolution (H. Res. 287) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2017)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2012, and
for other purposes, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.

———

MAKE IT IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Rhode
Island (Mr. CICILLINE) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to begin our remarks today which
will focus on our Make It in America
agenda, the agenda that we put to-
gether to put the American people
back to work to really support manu-
facturing, and we are going to have a
good discussion about that.

I would like to yield first to the gen-
tlewoman from Alabama (Ms. SEWELL)
who has some important remarks to
share.

Ms. SEWELL. Thank you so much for
yielding.

I rise before you today to discuss the
recent disasters, natural disasters, that
have affected families, businesses and
communities across this Nation. In the
aftermath of such disasters, there must
be a shared commitment to rebuilding
communities across this Nation.

My thoughts and prayers are with
the people of Joplin, Missouri, who suf-
fered the most recent wrath of nature.
We in the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict of Alabama suffered massive dev-
astation during the April tornados.
Nine out of 12 counties in my district
suffered tremendous damage. These
pictures only show part of the story.
Homes were destroyed. Schools,
churches, businesses, and communities
were destroyed; and many of my con-
stituents lost the lives of their friends
and loved ones.

I want to thank the President and
the First Lady for visiting my district
and seeing the devastation firsthand.
Mr. President, you told us then that
you had not seen such devastation be-
fore. You also said that you would
make sure that we were not forgotten.

Thank you, Mr. President, for your
commitment to rebuilding Alabama. I
want to thank your administration for
responding so quickly.

Within hours, FEMA administrator
Craig Fugate was on the scene to sur-
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vey the widespread damage. The emer-
gency disaster declaration and the
major disaster declaration were ap-
proved within hours.

I also want to thank Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Janet Napolitano, HUD
Secretary Shaun Donovan, Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack and SBA Ad-
ministrator Karen Mills for traveling
to my district days later.

As a result of the April tornados, 67
lives were lost in my district alone;
and in the State of Alabama, 238 people
lost their lives. I want to extend my
deepest condolences to those who have
lost their loved ones. I want to thank
all of the first responders who were on
the scene to help so many of the vic-
tims.

I also want to thank the volunteers
who continue to work tirelessly to re-
store the lives of families who lost all
that they had. The destruction and loss
of lives has been absolutely heart-
breaking. But out of this tragedy, we
will triumph. We will recover, rebuild,
and restore our communities. We will
be better and stronger than before. I
am inspired every day by the resilience
that my district in the State of Ala-
bama and the people have shown.
Neighbor helping neighbor.

The response by the State and local
government has been tremendous. I
want to thank Governor Bentley of
Alabama for his leadership and timely
response. The coordinated efforts of my
local mayors have been amazing. I
would like to thank Mayor William
Bell of Birmingham, Mayor Walt Mad-
dox of Tuscaloosa, Mayor Cunningham
of Geiger. Your leadership and tireless
efforts have been commendable.

I also would like to commend the
Alabama Emergency Management
Agency under the leadership of Art
Faulkner. I would be remiss if I did not
mention the incredible support and
help of my colleagues within the Ala-
bama delegation.

What we have learned is that what
affects one of us indeed affects all of
us. Together, I know we will work to
rebuild Alabama.

Mr. CICILLINE. I thank the gentle-
woman, and I know we all stand in
strong support of the work that is
under way in your district and all
across this country and our hearts and
prayers continue to go to the families
who have suffered such tragic losses
during those terrible, terrible inci-
dents. We compliment the first re-
sponders and the mayors and all those
you have recognized tonight.

I would like now, Mr. Speaker, to
turn to the agenda that we announced
several weeks ago that involves really
comprehensive pieces of legislation to
really support American manufac-
turing.

Our country has a proud tradition of
making things. We built the world’s
strongest middle class because, in large
part, so much of what the world need-
ed, we made here in America. And for
millions of Americans, our tradition of
making things here has been a source
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of opportunity and great pride. Today,
with millions of Americans still out of
work and with an economy which is
still struggling, it’s time to draw from
that tradition to build a positive, job-
creating agenda.

The American Dream used to mean
something, that if you put in a hard
day’s work you could expect good
American wages, benefits, and a better
life for your family. It meant that
when products said ‘“‘Made in Amer-
ica,” people knew that they were get-
ting the highest quality manufactured
goods money could buy. It’s time work-
ing Americans used our strength in
numbers to reclaim the American
Dream. Working people deserve a voice
at the table; and if we lose that voice,
we will lose what our grandparents
fought so hard to leave us.

We should start with manufacturing.
The number of Americans involved in
producing goods is still near its lowest
point since World War II. Manufac-
turing is central to our economy. The
National Association of Manufacturers
tells us that manufacturing stimulates
more economic activity than any other
sector. It’s time we started expanding
opportunity and stopped shrinking the
middle class.

So this effort is to really understand
that we have to start making things
again, that manufacturing matters. My
friend, Mr. GARAMENDI, certainly our
leader in this Make It in America agen-
da, is someone who has spoken so pas-
sionately and so forcefully about our
ability again to lead the world in mak-
ing goods so that we can start shipping
goods that are made in this country all
over the world. Instead of exporting
jobs, let’s export American-made
goods.

I tell my constituents—I hear from
them all the time—go into a store and
try to find something made in Amer-
ica. It’s almost impossible, and it
doesn’t have to be that way. We still
have the best workers in the world, we
still make the best products in the
world, and what we need are good pub-
lic policies that support American
manufacturing, that support job
growth in American manufacturing to
give fair trade and tax policies that
give American manufacturers a fight-
ing chance to compete in a global econ-
omy and efforts to be sure that our
trading partners like the Chinese stop
cheating and play by the rules and are
held accountable when they do.

So we put together an ambitious
agenda to really make things again in
this country. Because when we make
things in America, families can make
it in America.

We have a series of bills we want to
talk about tonight, but think of those
days when you would go into a store
and you would pick up an item and it
said ‘“Made in the USA” and the kind
of pride we felt because we knew that
was a product that was made well,
built well, that would stand the test of
time, and we could sell it all over the
world. We can do that again.
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