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mean? Why did he throw all that confu-
sion into the situation in Israel? And 
the statement that he made resulted in 
putting Israel at even greater risk, un-
dermining their security, making their 
negotiating position less stable and en-
couraging more pushback from the Pal-
estinian effort and their sympathizers 
and the terrorists that are part of the 
government, the Palestinians, who 
refuse to acknowledge Israel’s right to 
exist. You cannot negotiate with peo-
ple who are determined to annihilate 
you, and as Binyamin Netanyahu said, 
they’re not going to concede the stra-
tegic locations that allow Israel to de-
fend itself. 

When Prime Minister Netanyahu 
spoke behind where I stand right now a 
couple of days ago, I think it was an 
historic speech, I think that he laid out 
the parameters that can allow the Jew-
ish State of Israel to survive and de-
fend itself against its enemies—and 
there are many—and I think he went 
about as far as he could without openly 
challenging the President of the United 
States who, by the way, had to walk 
back some of his comments a few days 
after his speech. So I’m happy with 
what has happened in the aftermath of 
President Obama’s speech that I be-
lieve erroneously said that Israel would 
have to go back to the pre-’67 war 
boundaries. 

But I want to, Mr. Speaker, as I turn 
this floor over to the gentleman from 
Texas, say to you and here before the 
American people that that speech took 
place here in the United States Con-
gress because of the activism and the 
foresight and the effort of Congressman 
GOHMERT who put that request to-
gether and got a lot of us to sign the 
letter of invitation and with that sup-
port took it to Speaker BOEHNER who, 
as I understand it, issued the invita-
tion, and the timing of it was impec-
cable timing in the aftermath of Presi-
dent Obama’s speech, and at the time 
that there are critical issues taking 
place in the world, the Prime Minister 
of Israel, Binyamin Netanyahu, stepped 
here on the floor of the United States 
Congress and spoke before a joint ses-
sion of Congress, and the joint session 
of Congress that received him as a rep-
resentative of Israel with the warmest 
of welcomes that anyone could ask for, 
with instantaneous and spontaneous 
standing ovations, two or three of 
those before a word was uttered and 
several more before there was any word 
of substance uttered, the warmth and 
the bond and the commitment to stand 
up and support Israel not just in spirit, 
not just politically, but tactically and 
monetarily as well, was clearly dem-
onstrated here in the joint session of 
Congress. That is thanks to the gen-
tleman from Texas. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, as I wrap this 
up, I would thank you for your atten-
tion and your indulgence, and I would 
yield back the balance of my time. 

ISRAEL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) will control the remain-
der of the hour. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and I am so grateful that I 
have such a dear friend from Iowa as 
Mr. STEVE KING. There’s no price you 
can put on a dear friend like that. 
Thank you. 

I would like to continue on in this 
discussion about the President’s 
speech. I’m not quite sure what the 
President had in mind when he decided 
to rush over to the State Department 
and make a speech, when he knew the 
Prime Minister of our dear ally, Israel, 
was traveling to come to the United 
States. He knew that when he gave the 
speech that the Prime Minister would 
be at a great disadvantage. It was a 
speech, as I understand it, that wasn’t 
run by the Prime Minister, was quite a 
surprise to him, and, in fact, when 
there were hints that the President 
might make the statements he did, 
there was a pleading not to do so. 

b 2040 
I don’t know if those are stories or, 

actually, how it occurred. That’s no 
way to carry on international rela-
tions. It’s certainly no way to treat our 
friends. It’s not hard to understand 
that when it comes to international re-
lations, if you treat your enemies bet-
ter than you treat your friends, then 
your friends will desire to be your en-
emies, and you will get what you de-
sire. 

I don’t know what the people in the 
White House are thinking; this is a 
friend. You don’t do this to friends. So 
he jumps out and goes to the State De-
partment where he has got a captive 
audience. Well, I say captive, appar-
ently from what’s on statements that 
have been made, the president of the 
Islamic Society of North America, 
which is a listed coconspirator in the 
Holy Land Foundation trial for funding 
Hamas, a terrorist organization, this 
president of the listed coconspirator of 
funding, or in the Holy Land Founda-
tion trial for funding Hamas, made 
comments about the speech because he 
had been invited to be in the inner 
sanctum of our State Department by 
this administration. 

This administration, this President, 
chose to make a speech, basically slap-
ping a friend in the face, and at the 
same time invite the president of a 
listed coconspirator for funding ter-
rorism to be in attendance so he could 
talk about how wonderful the speech 
was. The same Imam Majid, the presi-
dent of the Islamic Society of North 
America that we find from reading the 
transcript of the speech that the num-
ber two person in the National Secu-
rity Administration, the deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser, said this 
spring, as he addressed the All Dulles 
Area Muslim Society, which they like 
to call ADAMS, for short, he thanked 

Imam Majid, the president, this listed 
coconspirator, for his remarks and also 
to talk about how wonderful his prayer 
was at the White House Iftar celebra-
tion last year, which is the celebration 
in Islam that marks the end of the 
fasting of Ramadan. 

And in the remarks, the deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser of the United 
States commented on the President 
noting that this was really a continu-
ation of the Iftar celebration that 
Thomas Jefferson had, once again, 
marking that the President is not get-
ting good information about our Na-
tion’s history. 

There are not 57 States; we are not, 
as the President said, producing more 
oil now than we ever have. You don’t 
have to go back that far. We were pro-
ducing 9.6 million billion barrels a day, 
and now we are producing 5.5. Do the 
math, if somebody will be honest 
enough to give the President the right 
information. 

He says we never had more people on 
the border than we do right now. Some-
body show the history of 1916 when a 
President—who I don’t have a great 
deal of admiration for, Woodrow Wil-
son—knew that it was wrong to have a 
Mexican bandit, or a bandit group led 
by Pancho Villa come into the United 
States and be responsible for killing a 
handful of American citizens. 

That was enough to motivate the 
President at that time to call up some-
thing new called the National Guard 
and to send General Pershing down 
there with over 10,000 troops to go into 
Mexico, root out the troublemakers— 
many were killed even though he didn’t 
catch Pancho Villa, but the murders 
stopped. The intrusions into the United 
States across our sovereign border 
stopped. The 100,000-plus National 
Guard troops that were placed on our 
border in 1916 made sure that the intru-
sions stopped. 

And by General Pershing going in, 
they made sure that they were not 
going to want to come try that again. 
That’s how you deal with domestic or 
foreign terrorism. You can’t try to love 
people and you can love your enemies 
and in Christianity we are taught to do 
that. And as individual Christians, 
that’s what we are supposed to do. 

But when we take an oath to defend 
this Constitution, when we have the re-
sponsibility of an oath to defend this 
Nation, to provide for the common de-
fense, then it is incumbent upon us to 
provide for the common defense, and 
we have a different standard for which 
we have to answer. 

So, yes, Christians are supposed to 
love one another. But the government’s 
responsibility, as noted in Romans 13, 
is, as the scripture tells, someone 
tempted to do evil. If you do evil, be 
afraid, because God does not give the 
government the sword in vain. 

We have a responsibility to provide 
for a free society and a safe society 
where people will be free to love each 
other and to make free choices. And, 
yes, when there is a religion that has 
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been hijacked by radicals that says you 
give people freedom of choice, that’s 
wrong, we need to have a caliphate. We 
need to have a religious leader that 
tells everybody what they can do. That 
way we avoid all the debauchery that 
you can see on any evening news in 
America. 

The trouble is, God gave us freedom 
of choice. We can choose well or we can 
choose poorly, and the government 
ought to ensure, any government ought 
to ensure that people have that oppor-
tunity to do that as well. 

So, after the President’s speech, 
which basically amounted to a slap in 
the face of the leader of our friend, 
Israel, after the inaccurate representa-
tion by the White House that, gee, this 
is where all the talks have always 
started, well, not exactly. That was the 
point to which the Clinton administra-
tion pushed Prime Minister Barak, 
when he was the Prime Minister of 
Israel and, who knows, God knows, I 
think God hardened Arafat’s heart so 
that when the Clinton administration 
had pushed Prime Minister Barak, 
what I think was far too far, which 
would have made Israel indefensible by 
any conventional means when Arafat 
had basically everything that he want-
ed, except the extinction of Israel, Ara-
fat’s heart was hardened and he said, 
no, I am not entering the deal, thank 
goodness for Israel. So Israel remained 
a defensible Nation. 

Now, when the White House, when 
the President tried to walk back his 
comments and explain—and as some-
one besides me has said before, when 
you hear someone say what I said was, 
it normally means that it isn’t what 
they said. It’s them trying to get a bet-
ter twist than actually was the words 
that were said. 

But in the President’s speech, where 
he tried to massage the words that he 
had given on Thursday, the President’s 
word, and I have got a transcript of his 
speech here, President Obama said, 
‘‘The United States believes that nego-
tiations should result in two states, 
with permanent Palestinian borders 
with Israel, Jordan, and Egypt, and 
permanent Israeli borders with Pal-
estine.’’ 

He goes on and says, ‘‘The Pales-
tinian people must have the right to 
govern themselves and reach their po-
tential in a sovereign and contiguous 
state.’’ 

So this is the President’s speech after 
he has been chastised by so many in his 
own party and so many across America 
who apparently are better friends to 
Israel than our President. He has had 
time to think about it, to pour over 
and make sure he doesn’t make a mis-
take of saying something this time 
that he doesn’t mean. 
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So if we want to give the President 
the benefit of the doubt that he made 
mistakes on what he said Thursday, 
then let’s look at what he said this 
past weekend, and that should be what 

he really meant because he had time to 
massage the words he said. 

I think it is helpful to look at a map 
of Israel right now. This is the West 
Bank where Palestinians are located, 
but it’s under the control, ultimately, 
of Israel right now. This was originally 
Israel’s territory after 1967. This down 
here is the Sinai Peninsula where 
Egypt is now. 

After Israel was attacked 
unprovoked, Israel defended itself and 
took the Sinai Peninsula, took over 
the West Bank, took over Jerusalem, 
and took over the Golan Heights up 
here. And that was a defensible state. 
But Israel—and I didn’t really under-
stand it fully until I went to Israel for 
the first time. I couldn’t understand, 
Why do you guys not get it, that when 
you unilaterally give away land trying 
to buy peace, you lose the land and you 
provide a staging area from which you 
are ultimately attacked again? 

But once I had been in Israel and I 
saw locations of families and friends 
being blown up by suicide bombers, saw 
the location of children and families 
that were killed, terrorized by rockets, 
now about 12,000 of them, I understood 
a little better. They are so tired of 
being terrorized and losing friends and 
family that they’re willing to say, 
Look, we’ll give you this area up here 
in Lebanon that we were able to con-
trol after the ’67 war when you at-
tacked us, we will give it back to you 
if you’ll just leave us alone. 

Patrick Henry said, People cry, 
peace, peace, but there is no peace. 
Israel wanted peace, so they gave away 
northern Israel, what’s now colored as 
part of Lebanon. And so it wasn’t but a 
few years ago Lebanon starts attack-
ing, comes across the border, takes 
hostages, attacks Israel from the very 
area which Lebanon had been given in 
Israel’s unilateral quest for peace. 

Now, during the times before they 
controlled the Golan Heights, this area 
is quite high. It overlooks the Sea of 
Galilee and the Jordan River. And it 
was real easy to just lob artillery 
shells from the Golan Heights into 
Israel, terrorizing farmers and killing. 
It was indefensible. So by the grace of 
God, after they were attacked, they 
took the Golan Heights, and they still 
hold them. And it is an area that by 
holding they can avoid having cheap 
mortars that are a lot cheaper than 
rockets just being lobbed over into 
their settled areas, their civilized 
areas, killing and terrorizing all the 
more. 

The West Bank—my hats go off to 
Prime Minister Fayyad for the efforts 
he has made in trying to bring up the 
West Bank and the Palestinian areas. I 
was critical because Palestinians have 
received billions of dollars, and yet 
they have not been building homes for 
the rank-and-file refugees, which seems 
to indicate to me they wanted to keep 
fomenting hatred toward the Jews, to-
ward the Israelis. 

Now let’s take the President’s words 
that he had time to massage. He 

learned from his mistake on Thursday, 
supposedly. He says that it should re-
sult in two states with permanent Pal-
estinian borders with Israel, Jordan, 
and Egypt. Well, you’ve got the Gaza 
Strip that Israel unilaterally gave 
back, and now they have suffered thou-
sands and thousands of rockets, ter-
rorism, and death as a result of that 
generous gift of the Gaza Strip back. If 
you’ll just leave us alone, we’ll give 
you this wonderful strip. They gave it 
back. People cried peace, peace, but 
there was no peace. There is no peace 
now. They’re still ready—if you’ll just 
leave us alone—to make peace. 

But under the President’s words, gee, 
he uses the statement, in a sovereign 
contiguous state. Well, Palestinians 
have the Gaza Strip and they are occu-
pying the West Bank. For that to be 
contiguous, there’s only one of two 
things that can happen, and that is, if 
you cut Israel up, or you give all of 
this area to the Palestinians that are 
now completely in signed agreement 
with a terrorist group, Hamas, then 
you give all of this for the use of a ter-
rorist group, Hamas. And so then that 
would fulfill the President’s desire as 
he had time to massage it and think 
about it, giving all of this land to 
Hamas, Palestinians, all of this area up 
here. 

Well, but wait a minute. He said that 
after he described the borders that we 
would demand for the Palestinians, he 
said they would have a border with 
Egypt and with Jordan, comes clear up 
here, and that Israel would have per-
manent Israeli borders with Palestine. 
Well, he described the borders he want-
ed for the Palestinians. So his massage 
words, it seems, would mean that for 
Israel to only have borders with the 
Palestinians, you also have to give Pal-
estine up here into Lebanon so that 
you have this little area, this little 
strip left for Israel, because that’s 
what the President said. 

After he had days to think about his 
mistake on Thursday, this is the best 
that he can do? We’re going to give 
Israel a little strip? 

And, by the way, can you imagine if 
Canada or Russia or China, one of their 
leaders, made a speech and said, United 
States, by the way, we think you ought 
to give away Arizona? You know, 
you’ve got drug smugglers up there; it 
would be a lot safer. You basically let 
them have it anyway. Why don’t you 
just give it to the drug smugglers? 

Can you imagine that? Well, that’s 
the interdiction of a meddling Presi-
dent. He is trying to tell another sov-
ereign state where they can have their 
borders and where they can’t. That is 
not what you do to a friend. 

And I know that we’re winding down 
to the minutes, and I know that some 
people have been taught or 
miseducated about our history. Well, 
we are not going to be in session here 
on June 6. June 6 is the anniversary of 
D-day, when we lost thousands and 
thousands of Americans who were try-
ing to retake a beachhead in Europe 
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and eliminate the horrible force that 
was taking away freedoms and killing 6 
million Jews. 

And so to conclude tonight, Mr. 
Speaker, I want to read a prayer. Since 
we are not going to be in session on 
June 6, I want to read the prayer that 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt read live on 
national radio on June 6, 1944. 

President Roosevelt said these words: 
‘‘My fellow Americans, last night, 

when I spoke with you about the fall of 
Rome, I knew at that moment that 
troops of the United States and our Al-
lies were crossing the Channel in an-
other and greater operation. It has 
come to pass with success thus far. And 
so, in this poignant hour, I ask you to 
join with me in prayer.’’ 

And then Roosevelt’s prayer begins: 
‘‘Almighty God: Our sons, pride of 

our Nation, this day have set upon a 
mighty endeavor, a struggle to pre-
serve our Republic, our religion, and 
our civilization, and to set free a suf-
fering humanity. Lead them straight 
and true; give strength to their arms, 
stoutness to their hearts, steadfastness 
in their faith. 

‘‘They will need Thy blessings. Their 
road will be long and hard. For the 
enemy is strong. He may hurl back our 
forces. Success may not come with 
rushing speed, but we shall return 
again and again; and we know that by 
Thy grace, and by the righteousness of 
our cause, our sons will triumph. They 
will be sore tried, by night and by day, 
without rest—until the victory is won. 
The darkness will be rent by noise and 
flame. Men’s souls will be shaken with 
the violences of war. 

b 2100 

‘‘For these men are lately drawn 
from the ways of peace. They fight not 
for the lust of conquest. They fight to 
end conquest. They fight to liberate. 
They fight to let justice arise, and tol-
erance and goodwill among all Thy 
people. They yearn but for the end of 
battle, for their return to the haven of 
home. 

‘‘Some will never return. Embrace 
these, Father, and receive them, Thy 
heroic servants, into Thy kingdom. 
And for us at home—fathers, mothers, 
children, wives, sisters, and brothers of 
brave men overseas, whose thoughts 
and prayers are ever with them—help 
us, Almighty God, to rededicate our-
selves in renewed faith in Thee in this 
hour of great sacrifice. 

‘‘Many people have urged that I call 
the Nation into a single day of special 
prayer. But because the road is long 
and the desire is great, I ask that our 
people devote themselves in a continu-
ance of prayer. As we rise to each new 
day, and again when each day is spent, 
let words of prayer be on our lips, in-
voking Thy help to our efforts. 

‘‘Give us strength, too—strength in 
our daily tasks, to redouble the con-
tributions we make in the physical and 
the material support of our Armed 
Forces. And let our hearts be stout, to 
wait out the long travail, to bear sor-

rows that may come, to impart our 
courage unto our sons wheresoever 
they may be. 

‘‘And, O Lord, give us faith. Give us 
faith in Thee; faith in our sons; faith in 
each other; faith in our united crusade. 
Let not the keenness of our spirit ever 
be dulled. Let not the impacts of tem-
porary events, of temporal matters of 
but fleeting moment—let not these 
deter us in our unconquerable purpose. 

‘‘With Thy blessing, we shall prevail 
over the unholy forces of our enemy. 
Help us to conquer the apostles of 
greed and racial arrogances. Lead us to 
the saving of our country, and with our 
sister nations into a world unity that 
will spell a sure peace—a peace invul-
nerable to the schemings of unworthy 
men. And a peace that will let all of 
men live in freedom, reaping the just 
rewards of their honest toil. 

‘‘Thy will be done, Almighty God, 
Amen.’’ 

The words of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
on D-day, June 6, 1944. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. OWENS (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today after 2:30 p.m. on ac-
count of a family emergency. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION REFERRED 

A concurrent resolution of the Sen-
ate of the following title was taken 
from the Speaker’s table and, under 
the rule, referred as follows: 

S. Con. Res. 13. Concurrent resolution hon-
oring the service and sacrifice of members of 
the United States Armed Forces who are 
serving in, or have served in, Operation En-
during Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
and Operation New Dawn; to the Committee 
on Armed Services; in addition, to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of 
the following title: 

S. 990. An act to provide for an additional 
temporary extension of programs under the 
Small Business Act and the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on April 15, 2011 she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bill. 

H.R. 1473. Making appropriations for the 
Department of Defense and the other depart-
ments and agencies of the Government for 

the fiscal year ending September 30, 2011, and 
for other purposes. 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House 
further reports that on May 2, 2011 she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill. 

H.R. 1308. To amend the Ronald Reagan 
Centennial Commission Act to extend the 
termination date for the Commission, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 

that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; accord-

ingly (at 9 o’clock and 4 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Friday, May 
27, 2011, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1688. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Shrimp Fishery 
Off the Southern Atlantic States; Closure of 
the Penaeid Shrimp Fishery Off South Caro-
lina [Docket No.: 930792-3265] (RIN: 0648- 
XA305) received April 20, 2011, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

1689. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Coastal Migra-
tory Pelagic Resources of the Gulf of Mexico 
and South Atlantic; Closure [Docket No.: 
001005281-0369-02] (RIN: 0648-XA01) received 
May 2, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

1690. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in the West Yak-
utat District of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket 
No.: 101126522-0640-02] (RIN: 0648-XA362) re-
ceived May 2, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

1691. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Northeast Multispecies Fishery; Trip 
Limit Adjustments for the Common Pool 
Fishery [Docket No.: 0910051338-0151-02] (RIN: 
0648-XA304) received May 2, 2011, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

1692. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Catcher Ves-
sels Using Trawl Gear in the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands Management Area [Docket 
No.: 101126521-0640-02] (RIN: 0648-XA347) re-
ceived May 2, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 
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