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be done to close loopholes, ensure en-
forcement, and take additional steps to
stop a nuclear Iran. No matter the
challenges that arise in the Middle
East, we must never lose sight of the
most dangerous threat of all, a nuclear
armed Iran.

———
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PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH FOR
ISRAEL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it was an honor to have Prime
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu speak to
a joint session of Congress yesterday.
Israel is one of our country’s closest al-
lies, and the partnership shared be-
tween our two countries is vital in
achieving peace and stability in the
Middle East.

The Prime Minister is correct that
reinstatement of the 1967 borders
makes the country indefensible. I am
grateful to the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee for two tours of
Israel, where I saw the strategic impor-
tance of the Golan Heights to stop
Hezbollah and I learned of the inhu-
manity of rocket attacks by Hamas on
Sderot. Israeli families are vulnerable
to cowardly murderers.

Israel should not be forced to nego-
tiate with those who refuse to ac-
knowledge its right to exist. The
United States must remain committed
to Israel to promote peace and democ-
racy in the Middle East.

I look forward to continuing to work
with Israel in promoting peace, free-
dom, and stability. Ronald Reagan was
right: peace through strength.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

THIS IS NOT THE TIME TO CUT
BACK ON HOMELAND SECURITY

(Mr. CLARKE of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, this morning, as a member of
the House Homeland Security Com-
mittee, I heard testimony that was
very compelling. Even though bin
Laden is dead, the terrorist threat to
our country still exists, and it’s a
threat that’s increasingly coming from
within the United States.

My message to Congress: This is not
the time to cut back on homeland secu-
rity. Our local police, fire, and emer-
gency medical providers are our first
line of defense against any national
emergency and against terrorist at-
tacks. They need the funding right now
to upgrade their communication sys-
tems so that they can better address
this issue that faces Americans.

Again, let’s protect our citizens by
investing more in homeland security.
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Redirect the money from Afghanistan
to protect our people here at home.

——————

STANDING WITH AMERICA’S MOST
STEADFAST ALLY IN THE REGION

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express disappointment with
President Obama’s proposal for Israel
to return to its pre-1967 borders.

President Obama’s call for Israel to
make more sacrifices in the pursuit of
peace in the Middle East is unaccept-
able. The borders that were established
in 1967 followed three wars launched
against Israel. For Israel, acceptance of
the 1967 borders would mean that
Israeli sacrifices were for nothing. The
territory acquired by the Israelis after
they were subjected to unprovoked at-
tacks serves as a buffer between Israel
and enemies intent on destroying her.

We all want to see peace in the Mid-
dle BEast. But it is unrealistic and naive
to think that peace will come as a re-
sult of Israel, the only democratic
state in the region, making more con-
cessions. Restoring the pre-1967 borders
would be a victory for Hamas, a ter-
rorist group committed to Israel’s de-
mise. This is not the path to peace, and
the President should acknowledge this.

President Obama must stand by our
most steadfast ally in the region. He
must acknowledge that peace cannot
be achieved through Israel’s weakening
its ability to defend itself against ter-
rorists. The President, and all of us,
must stand with Israel.

———

WALL STREET SPECULATORS

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. This Memorial Day
weekend, families all across America
have cancelled their travel plans. Oth-
ers are digging deep to pay 60 bucks for
a fill-up. And $10 of that $60 is going to
speculators on Wall Street.

Just yesterday, finally, the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission
filed its first suit against Wall Street
market manipulation and speculation
gouging the American people. The Re-
publican reaction: Cut the budget of
the Commodity Futures Trading Com-
mission—that’s what they proposed
this week—and block any regulation of
energy speculators.

So while families across America are
struggling to keep their lifestyle, fill
their tanks, and have a little fun with
their families, the Wall Street specu-
lators can ride down in their private
elevators and relax in the backseat of
their limousines while the chauffeur
whisks them out to their third house in
the Hamptons, because the Republicans
have their backs and will protect the
speculators at any cost.
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STANDING WITH ISRAEL

(Mr. NUNNELEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NUNNELEE. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday in this Chamber, we listened as
Prime Minister Netanyahu outlined a
viable plan for peace in the Middle
East, a plan that includes a free Pales-
tinian state and a secure Israel.

Earlier, President Obama used the
phrase, ‘““The United States believes,”’
to articulate his beliefs that this peace
should be based on the 1967 borders.

This is not how the United States
feels or has ever felt about Israel, an
ally and a close friend; a friendship
based on common democratic values,
religious affinities, and security inter-
ests. As a friend, we cannot force Israel
into indefensible borders ultimately
leading to its destruction, because
Israel is surrounded by people who
want to see it wiped off the face of the
Earth.

Israel is our friend, and we, the
United States of America, believe in
standing with our friend.

———

KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIA-
TION RHODE ISLAND CHAPTER

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the 15th anniversary
of the Korean War Veterans Associa-
tion in Rhode Island.

As we look toward Memorial Day, we
remember all of our Nation’s heroes
who put their lives on the line because
our country asked them to.

More than 54,000 deaths resulted from
the Korean War, which occurred be-
tween 1950 and 1953, and more than
103,000 were wounded. In Rhode Island,
more than 12 percent of our veterans
served in the Korean War. Because of
these servicemembers, we are able to
enjoy the freedoms that we have here
at home today.

We owe our veterans and their fami-
lies our utmost gratitude and respect
for the great sacrifices they have made
on our behalf. In honor of their sac-
rifices, we must fulfill our promise to
our veterans and their families by pro-
viding access to the highest quality
health care, education, mental health
services, housing, and employment.

I commend the Korean War Veterans
Association of Rhode Island on its
achievements and its hard work to sup-
port veterans and organizations like
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the
Ladies Auxiliary, Veterans.

I wish all veterans and their families
a happy Memorial Day.

————
LIBYA

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I was disturbed this morning when I
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was watching the news and I saw the
President with the Prime Minister hav-
ing a press conference in England and
the President, in his comments, indi-
cated that we are in a war and we’re
going to be all together to win this war
in Libya.

As far as I know, the Congress of the
United States has not declared war. We
have not been really consulted about
Libya. Yet we’re spending probably a
couple billion dollars over there right
now. And with the President’s re-
marks, you might wonder if we’re
going to have boots on the ground and
be involved not only in the Middle East
but now over in Libya. We don’t have
the money to do that nor has Congress
been consulted.

Section 3 of the War Powers Act
says: ‘“The President in every possible
instance shall consult with Congress

before introducing United States
Armed Forces into hostilities.” He
‘‘shall.”

He didn’t. And we ought to be very
concerned about that, whether we’re
Democrats or Republicans.

The power to go to war must be vest-
ed in the Congress of the United
States. Not just the President but the
Congress. He is not a king; he’s a Presi-
dent. And we must make sure that
Congress is involved in the decision-
making process.

——
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REPUBLICANS’ ROAD TO RUIN
BUDGET

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, the ‘“Road
to Ruin” Republican budget will end
Medicare. It will end a program that 46
million seniors and disabled individ-
uals depend on for their health care. In
fact, the end of Medicare will mean
seniors are forced to pay more for pre-
scription drugs, they will lose free
wellness visits, and they will be forced
to pay more out of pocket. In fact, the
Republican plan will cause seniors to
dip into their pockets twice as deeply
as they do today by the year 2020 and
three times more by 2030.

And what do we get with the end of
Medicare? Where are these funds di-
rected? To continue tax breaks for Big
0il, to continue loopholes for corpora-
tions that ship jobs overseas, and to
provide tax breaks for the wealthiest
amongst us—those who need them
least.

Mr. Speaker, Americans oppose the
efforts to end Medicare. I ask my col-
leagues to work with us to strengthen
the program, not destroy it.

——

MEDICARE

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day on this floor a number of my
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Democratic colleagues took the floor
to talk about the Republican plan to
eliminate Medicare as we know it.
Now, in response to that, some of my
Republican friends stood up and said,
well, where is the Democratic plan? I
don’t know whether they were sleeping
through the 111th Congress or just
failed to read the bill that they voted
against and now want to repeal, but
our Democratic principles were very
much reflected in the Affordable Care
Act that we passed in the last Con-
gress. We found savings in Medicare,
we extended the life of the program for
at least 10 years, we are closing the
doughnut hole, we are providing new
services for seniors, all of that in addi-
tion to saving $1 trillion in the second
10 years of the program.

So the Democrats have a plan for
Medicare, and we passed it in the last
Congress. The Republican response: re-
peal what we did and end Medicare as
we know it—a very creative approach
to solving one of the problems that
faces this country and many of our sen-
iors.

————
MEDICARE

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker,
first I want to echo the words of my
colleague from Colorado, MIKE
COFFMAN, in expressing our sympathies
to the families of Corporal Kirton from
Centennial, Colorado, who died this
past week in combat. That is a loss to
Colorado, that is a loss to the Nation,
and we just express our sympathies.

I want to really turn to a big issue at
hand, and that is over the last 10 years
starting with Bill Clinton, we had a
surplus, revenues exceeded expenses.
But after the Bush tax cuts, which cost
a trillion dollars or more, two wars
which cost a trillion dollars or more
and collapse of Wall Street a couple
trillion dollars, that budget surplus
was turned upside down. But instead of
focusing on the tax cuts for million-
aires and billionaires or tax cuts for
the o0il companies, the Republicans
want to take money out of Medicare to
try to get the budget right. Well, that’s
just going the wrong direction.

Under the Republican budget even
$100 a barrel, we are going to maintain
those tax cuts for oil companies? In-
stead we’re going to stop programs
under Medicare? That’s just wrong.
Medicare is a program that has worked
for this country for a long time, and I
want to see it remain in place.

———

WITNESS BADGERED AT
CONGRESSIONAL HEARING

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
was shocked yesterday at the exchange
that occurred between our colleague
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from North Carolina, PATRICK
MCHENRY, and Elizabeth Warren, the
woman who has been tasked by Presi-
dent Obama to establish the new Con-
sumer Financial Protections Bureau.
You know, to have a woman of im-
peccable academic credentials, a
woman who for years predicted what
was going to happen, had a potential
solution, and who has been adamant in
her support for trying to unwind this
mess, to have her being attacked, to
have her at one point being accused of
somehow doing too much to commu-
nicate with Attorneys General who are
trying to get a fair shake for home-
owners who have been cheated, speaks
volumes—not just, sadly, about the Re-
publican chair of the subcommittee,
but about the Republican approach.
For heaven sakes, they shouldn’t be
blocking her nomination. They should
be embracing it and working with us to
make sure it never happens again.

————

PROVIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 1540, NATIONAL
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 276 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 276

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 1540)
to authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2012 for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military construc-
tion, to ©prescribe military personnel
strengths for fiscal year 2012, and for other
purposes. No further general debate shall be
in order.

SEC. 2. (a) It shall be in order to consider
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Armed
Services now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points
of order against the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute are waived.

(b) No amendment to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be in order except those printed in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution and amendments en
bloc described in section 3 of this resolution.

(c) Each amendment printed in the report
of the Committee on Rules shall be consid-
ered only in the order printed in the report,
may be offered only by a Member designated
in the report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time specified in
the report equally divided and controlled by
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question
in the House or in the Committee of the
Whole.

(d) All points of order against amendments
printed in the report of the Committee on
Rules or against amendments en bloc de-
scribed in section 3 of this resolution are
waived.
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