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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CANTOR).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 24, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ERIC CAN-
TOR to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

Rabbi Jeremy Wiederhorn, The Con-
servative Synagogue, Westport, Con-
necticut, offered the following prayer:

Dear God, source of all strength,
compassion, and peace:

We know that our time on this Earth
is preciously short, so please:

Open our eyes to the beauty of the
world around us.

Remind us that each person we en-
counter is created in Your image.

Provide us with the integrity, wis-
dom, and patience to listen to those
with whom we do not agree and learn
from those whom we might otherwise
not hear.

Protect the courageous men and
women who put their lives in danger
each day so that our children can live
safely and without fear.

Comfort us today as we mourn with
the people of Missouri following the
tragic loss of life brought upon by the
devastating forces of nature.

And, finally, bless our leaders and ad-
visers—including the dedicated men
and women of this United States Con-
gress, who assiduously seek to protect
our sacred democratic values at home
and abroad. And may You grant them
the vision to look ahead to our future,

without forgetting the lessons of our
past.
Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

WELCOMING RABBI JEREMY
WIEDERHORN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. HIMES) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. HIMES. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

It is a thrill and an honor this morn-
ing on this propitious day in which a
joint session of the United States Con-
gress will be addressed by Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu of Israel to introduce
and welcome our guest chaplain of the
day, Rabbi Jeremy Wiederhorn. Rabbi
Wiederhorn is a friend, he is the spir-
itual leader of The Conservative Syna-
gogue of Westport, and has been so
since 2008. Prior to doing that, he gave
service in Henderson, Nevada, for 8
years. He is a leader in the community
and in his synagogue. He is also true to
the ministry dictated by his and so
many of our faiths, including, over

time, having led and mobilized his
community to send an emergency mis-
sion to Israel in response to the missile
strikes from Hamas in Gaza.

It is a real honor. I know Rabbi
Wiederhorn has served as an important
leader in Westport and throughout
Fairfield County. He has served as a
friend to me. I would say that in addi-
tion to his spiritual guidance, he intro-
duced me to cholent, which for this
Presbyterian was a new experience. I
think I thank him for introducing me
to that part of his history and culture,
if not exactly for the culinary experi-
ence.

Welcome, Rabbi Wiederhorn.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After
consultation among the Speaker and
the majority and minority leaders, and
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses
meet in joint meeting to hear an ad-
dress by His Excellency Binyamin
Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel,
only the doors immediately opposite
the Speaker and those immediately to
his left and right will be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege
of the floor must be strictly enforced.
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will
not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, May 12, 2011, the House stands in
recess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

During the recess, beginning at 10:59
a.m., the following proceedings were
had:

———

JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY
BINYAMIN NETANYAHU, PRIME
MINISTER OF ISRAEL

The Speaker of the House presided.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Mrs.
Kerri Hanley, announced the Vice
President and Members of the U.S.
Senate who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort His Excel-
lency Binyamin Netanyahu, Prime
Minister of Israel, into the Chamber:

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CANTOR);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY);

The gentleman from Texas
HENSARLING);

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. SES-
SIONS);

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
PRICE);

The gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS);

The gentleman from Texas
CARTER);

The gentlewoman from South Dakota
(Mrs. NOEM);

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. SCOTT);

The gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
WALDEN);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER);

The gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
ROSKAM);

The gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCKEON);

The gentleman from Ohio
CHABOT);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. PELOSI);

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN);

The gentleman from New York
ISRAEL);

The gentleman from California
WAXMAN);

The gentleman from New York
ACKERMAN);

The gentleman from California
BERMAN);

The gentleman from Michigan
LEVIN);
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The gentlewoman from New York
(Mrs. LOWEY);

The gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms.
BERKLEY);

The gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
SCHIFF);

The gentlewoman from Pennsylvania
(Ms. SCHWARTZ);

The gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ); and

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
DEUTCH).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort His Ex-
cellency Binyamin Netanyahu, Prime
Minister of Israel, into the House
Chamber:

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN);

The Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY);

The Senator from Michigan (Mr.
LEVIN);

The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY);

The Senator from Wisconsin (Mr.
KOHL);

The Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
LIEBERMAN);

The Senator from California (Mrs.
FEINSTEIN);

The Senator from California (Mrs.
BOXER);

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL);
The Senator from Wyoming (Mr.

BARRASSO);

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
THUNE);

The Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN);

The Senator from Indiana (Mr.

LUGAR); and

The Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH).

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Acting Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps, Her Excellency Faida
Mitifu, Ambassador of the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for her.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Cabinet of the President of
the United States.

The Members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 11 o’clock and 19 minutes a.m.,
the Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced His Excellency Binyamin
Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel.

The Prime Minister of Israel, es-
corted by the committee of Senators
and Representatives, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives and
stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

May 24, 2011

The SPEAKER. Members of Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you His
Excellency Binyamin Netanyahu,
Prime Minister of Israel.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

Prime Minister NETANYAHU. Vice
President BIDEN, Speaker BOEHNER,
distinguished Senators, Members of the
House, honored guests, I am deeply
moved by this warm welcome, and I am
deeply honored that you’ve given me
the opportunity to address Congress a
second time.

Mr. Vice President, do you remember
the time that we were the new kids in
town? And I do see a lot of old friends
here, and I see a lot of new friends of
Israel here as well, Democrats and Re-
publicans alike.

Israel has no better friend than
America, and America has no better
friend than Israel. We stand together
to defend democracy. We stand to-
gether to advance peace. We stand to-
gether to fight terrorism.

Congratulations, America. Congratu-
lations, Mr. President. You got bin
Laden. Good riddance.

In an unstable Middle East, Israel is
the one anchor of stability. In a region
of shifting alliances, Israel is Amer-
ica’s unwavering ally. Israel has al-
ways been pro-American. Israel will al-
ways be pro-American.

My friends, you don’t need to do na-
tion-building in Israel; we’re already
built. You don’t need to export democ-
racy to Israel; we’ve already got it.
And you don’t need to send American
troops to Israel; we defend ourselves.
You’ve been very generous in giving us
tools to do the job of defending Israel
on our own.

Thank you all; and thank you, Presi-
dent Obama, for your steadfast com-
mitment to Israel’s security. I know
economic times are tough. I deeply ap-
preciate this.

Some of you have been telling me
that your belief has been reaffirmed in
recent months that support for Israel’s
security is a wise investment in our
common future, for an epic battle is
now underway in the Middle East be-
tween tyranny and freedom. A great
convulsion is shaking the Earth from
the Khyber Pass to the Straits of Gi-
braltar—the tremors of shattered
states, their toppled governments—and
we can all see that the ground is still
shifting.

Now, this historic moment holds the
promise of a new dawn of freedom and
opportunity. There are millions of
young people out there who are deter-
mined to change their future. We all
look at them. They muster courage.
They risk their lives. They demand dig-
nity. They desire liberty. These ex-
traordinary scenes in Tunis and Cairo
evoke those of Berlin and Prague in
1989.

I take it as a badge of honor—and so
should you—that in our free societies
you can have protests. You can’t have
these protests in the farcical par-
liaments in Tehran or in Tripoli. This
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