May 5, 2011

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 4, 2011.
Hon. BRIAN SANDOVAL,
Governor, State of Nevada, State Capitol, Car-
son City, NV.

DEAR GOVERNOR SANDOVAL, I hereby sub-
mit my resignation as United States Rep-
resentative of Nevada’s Second Congres-
sional District, effective Monday, May 9, 2011
at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time.

Serving Nevada’s Second Congressional
District has been one of the greatest honors
of my life. As you know all too well, no state
has been harder hit by the recession than Ne-
vada. There is a a lot of hard work ahead to
get our state and nation moving in the right
direction. Nevadans across our state have
been struggling with job loss, high gas
prices, and foreclosures. There is no question
that our nation needs to change the way we
do business if we are going to get our econ-
omy back on track and get Nevadans work-
ing again. These issues will remain my top
priorities in the United States Senate.

I look forward to our continued work to-
gether to promote policies that strengthen
our economy and improve Nevadans’ quality
of life.

Sincerely,
DEAN HELLER,
Member of Congress.

————
O 1400

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1081

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to have my name
removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 1081.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

——
HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at noon tomorrow, and further,
when the House adjourns on that day,
it adjourn to meet at noon on Tuesday,
May 10, 2011, for morning-hour debate
and 2 p.m. for legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
THE MEXICO-UNITED STATES
INTERPARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 276h, and the order of
the House of January 5, 2011, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Member of the House
to the Mexico-United States Inter-
parliamentary Group:

Mr. PASTOR, Arizona

——————

RECOGNIZING CONTRIBUTIONS OF
ENHANCED INTERROGATION
TECHNIQUES IN WAR AGAINST
TERROR

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, as we have appro-
priately celebrated the successful mis-
sion to take out Osama bin Laden,
there has been one discordant note
sounded in the Halls of Congress, and
that is with the testimony of the At-
torney General of the United States.
There still is a reluctance on the part
of this administration to recognize the
major contribution made to this coun-
try by those who were involved in en-
hanced interrogation techniques which
resulted in part of the information, the
intelligence information, that allowed
us to find Osama bin Laden.

The reason I bring this up is this ad-
ministration has said in the past that
certain types of enhanced interroga-
tion techniques equaled torture. I do
not believe that to be true, and for that
to remain on the record subjects those
men and women who have done a tre-
mendous job for this country, which
has resulted in one of the successful
missions, in addition to other missions
that have taken place in our war
against terror, subjects them to the
cloud of prosecution in the future and
the accusation that they involved
themselves in forms of conduct that
would be defined as torture by some of
the highest officials in the United
States. That is something that we can-
not allow to happen.

When we have the CIA Director indi-
cate that we did receive information as
a result of some of these activities, it
seems to me that we are duty bound to
clear up the record and to thank those
men and women, not condemn them.

———

FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE
NEEDED FOR TEXAS

(Mr. CANSECO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CANSECO. Mr. Speaker, Texas is
burning. Since November, Texas has
experienced over 9,000 wildfires that
have burned over 2 million acres and
destroyed more than 400 homes and
several thousand structures. These
fires continue to rage, threatening the
lives and property of Texans.

The State of Texas and local govern-
ments, along with our firefighters and
our other first responders, have done a
magnificent job of responding to the
threats of these wildfires. However, the
resources of the State and the local
government have been stretched re-
sponding to fires we have already had;
and the threat of wildfires continues.
Without additional assistance, the ca-
pacity to respond to future wildfires
will be greatly diminished. That is why
Governor Perry requested a major dis-
aster declaration and Federal disaster
assistance. Unfortunately, President
Obama denied this request.

Mr. Speaker, many in Texas and in
my district can’t seem to understand
the President’s decision. Governor
Perry intends to appeal the President’s
decision, and I hope the President will
reconsider.
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REMEMBERING THOSE LOST IN
THE APRIL STORMS

(Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to bring every-
one’s attention to the extraordinarily
destructive storms that have raged
throughout the South and particularly
in my home State of Arkansas. In my
home State, we have seen flooding and
tornado damage wreak havoc on local
communities. We have seen the lives of
our loved ones tragically taken before
their time.

Last week, I personally surveyed the
damage in central Arkansas in my dis-
trict. In the little town of Vilonia, a
town north of Little Rock, 70 homes
were destroyed and an additional 50
were damaged. I toured Little Rock Air
Force Base and saw the damage to
structures there and the damage to our
C-130s that are so important to our na-
tional security. In Hot Springs Village,
I saw the damage left in the wake of
the latest round of the storms that
claimed the life of an 8-month-old boy
there. He is one of the 22 Arkansans
killed by the storms in April.

I ask my colleagues and all Ameri-
cans listening today to keep the fami-
lies affected by this tragedy in their
thoughts and prayers.

———

RECOGNIZING THOSE WHO
TRAINED AT THE NAVAL STA-
TION GREAT LAKES

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, when the
President sought to take out America’s
most wanted and dangerous enemy, he
called on an elite team of the United
States Navy to execute the mission.

The 10th District of Illinois is home
to an important Navy base. The Naval
Station Great Lakes is the first stop of
every single Navy recruit. It is likely
that those who executed the mission in
Pakistan on Sunday started their
training at this base. Today, I want to
recognize those who got the job done
and the outstanding training provided
at Naval Station Great Lakes.

I applaud the continued heroic efforts
of our Armed Forces and intelligence
personnel, and particularly those who
under the cover of a dark Pakistan
night dropped into a fortified com-
pound to give justice to millions of
people around the world.

Mr. Speaker, our fight against those
who want to destroy democracies
around the world continues, but today
we can press ahead as confident as ever
in our Nation’s ability to confront and
triumph over evil.

————

MARKING THE HOLOCAUST DAYS
OF REMEMBRANCE

(Ms. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, this
week marks the Holocaust Days of Re-
membrance. In 1938, there was a family
that lived in Vienna, Austria. The fa-
ther was a successful tea merchant.
The boys were both talented and
bright. And when the Anschluss came
and the Nazis arrived, the younger son
watched as his mother signed away all
of their possessions.

The mother made her way to the
United States, because she had rel-
atives here. The older of the two boys
was smuggled out of Austria in the
trunk of a car. The younger boy was
taken to an orphanage, a boy’s orphan-
age in Belgium.

The father, Sigmund, was not able to
obtain passage, as the boys eventually
did to the United States, and he ended
up in the free city of Shanghai, where
he reestablished his tea business. He
kept writing to his wife, Rose, over the
ensuing 2 years, and then she stopped
hearing from him. It turned out that
Sigmund Haimovitz had died in Shang-
hai of malaria.

His younger son, Henry, was my fa-
ther-in-law, and I want to remember
Sigmund Haimovitz and his brave fam-
ily and all those who perished as a re-
sult of the terrible events of the Holo-
caust.

————

IMPORTANT POINTS FOR AMERICA
TO CONSIDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BuUcCsHON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and privilege to address you
here on the floor of the United States
House of Representatives and to have
an hour to invest in laying out some
points here that I think are important
for you to consider. And as America
listens on, hopefully it will stimulate
some of the thought process and help
bring people to some conclusions.

The first thing that I think that any
one of us wants to speak of and to is
the President’s announcement which
took place very late on Sunday night
that the Special Forces team had been
successful in taking out Osama bin
Laden.

Our first response to that news, that
happy news for all of America, I think,
is to congratulate the team that fast-
roped down into that compound, those
who put their lives on the line to put
an end to the life of perhaps the most
evil man on the planet, Osama bin
Laden. And I congratulate the Presi-
dent of the United States for issuing
the order and making the decision to
go into that compound in the fashion
that they did.

0O 1410

He had a number of options. As the
news has reported, and I accept this to
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be fact, that the President sat in and
led five different discussions to evalu-
ate the quality of the intelligence that
was available and the tactics that
might be used in that compound and
that he gave the order.

Some have said it was the most cou-
rageous order a President had given in
their memory or lifetime. They were
all from the administration. It was a
good order, there’s no question. I don’t
think it was the most courageous. It
didn’t lack courage. But there are a
number of other big decisions that
stand up there, I think, in a higher pro-
file than this one. But it was the right
decision, it was a good decision, and
the President had to take a chance.

He could have ordered a massive
bombing raid on that compound and, as
some have said, turned it into a glass
parking lot, which would have raised
the level of the degree of success but
firmly eliminated the chance to show
that Osama bin Laden was in that com-
pound. He could have dropped a single
bomb, a one-ton-plus bomb from a
Predator, that would have had a rea-
sonable chance of succeeding in taking
out the most evil man on the planet.
Or he could have just done nothing. Or
he could have ordered the Special
Forces in to fast-rope inside that com-
pound and do what they did. Of those
options, I believe the President chose
the right one, and I congratulate him
for that decision.

Yet in sitting here and listening to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LUNGREN) talk about the situation
with the intelligence that we had, it is
clear to me, and it has been clear to me
for a long time, that one of the essen-
tial links in the intelligence that led us
to Osama bin Laden in the compound
in Pakistan was information that was
given up in part by Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammed in enhanced interrogation en-
counters that he had, probably before
he went to Gitmo. That information
then was worked, it was matched up
with other information, and the thread
was followed. In fact, the courier was
followed to the compound in Pakistan.

It’s ironic that the President of the
United States campaigned against such
enhanced interrogation tactics. It’s
ironic that many whom I serve with on
the Judiciary Committee lined up
against George W. Bush and accused
him of ordering torture against people
who had been attacking and Kkilling
Americans, terrorists of the like of
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and a very
small number of others.

I agree with the gentleman from
California. Waterboarding is not tor-
ture. If it were torture, we would be
torturing our own Special Forces
troops. I would be willing to wager—
and this I can’t verify not knowing the
identities of the individuals who did
fast-rope down into that compound—
that a number of those very same
forces that went into the compound
that took out Osama bin Laden in their
training were likely waterboarded as a
part of their training. I've sat in my of-
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fice and I'’ve gone out in the field and
I've talked to those Special Forces per-
sonnel who were waterboarded as part
of their training. It is not a painful
procedure, but it is one that gives one
the sensation that they are drowning.
It’s easy enough to go on the Internet
and read the material there, Mr.
Speaker. It’s an enhanced and effective
interrogation technique, and in all of
the research that I did—and I read
back in story after story of this and
had others dig down in it—I found one
case where there was a fatality that
was nearly a century ago that was be-
cause of the brutal tactics that they
used in conjunction with the
waterboarding. In any case, there are
many Americans that are alive today
because of the information that our
people were able to acquire because of
enhanced interrogation techniques, and
it’s ironic that President Bush ap-
proved the methods that acquired the
thread, the significant thread of infor-
mation, without which no one can ex-
plain to me how we would have found
Osama bin Laden in that compound.

And so the very President who cam-
paigned against the tactics that George
Bush was employing is the one that
was able to take the information from
those tactics and make the right deci-
sion to take out OBL. I'm glad that
George Bush made the decisions that
he made. I'm glad that he was strong
and courageous and defended America’s
ability to gain information in the fash-
ion that they did, because anyone will
tell you that was involved with the in-
terrogations, especially of Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed, that once he un-
derstood what waterboarding was, he
sang like a canary. If he had not war-
bled in the fashion that he did, I don’t
think we would be celebrating in the
fashion that we are the end of the life
of the most evil man on the planet.

So, I agree with the gentleman from
California that the cloud of investiga-
tion around the American interroga-
tors who are being investigated for the
tactics that they were assured by the
Justice Department were constitu-
tional and were legal and now we have
a Justice Department with a different
opinion, it’s putting some of our inter-
rogators through an investigation with
the cloud of an eventual indictment
hanging over their head for doing the
same type of tactics that were used
with Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and a
very few others to gather the informa-
tion that allowed us to take out Osama
bin Laden. This paradox needs to be re-
solved, Mr. Speaker, and I am hopeful
that the President will give the order
for the Justice Department to accept
the conclusions that were drawn by the
Bush administration and adopt that
policy so that Americans can continue
to be protected and safe in the face of
this threat that we have from without,
this threat that comes from radical
Islam.

We are fighting radical Islam. Rad-
ical Islamists are seeking to kill Amer-
icans on a regular basis because they



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-13T13:37:37-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




