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Small Business Administration, and
emergency first responders for taking
swift action and providing our district
with supplies, funding, and on-the-spot
guidance for victims.

While we still have a tough road
ahead, our district can take heart in
the fact that every step is being taken
to ensure that help will reach everyone
affected and in a swift and efficient
manner. I hope that all Americans will
keep the residents and families of
North Carolina and those families in
Alabama and the other States that
have been so terribly affected in their
prayers as we continue to work in the
rescue effort going forward.

Thank you. God bless America.

SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION
RESEARCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. ALTMIRE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Small Business
Innovation Research program. For over
a quarter century, SBIR has been key
to American competitiveness around
the world. It has provided quality re-
search, spurred technological advance-
ments, and allowed innovative small
businesses to partner with the govern-
ment for the development of some of
today’s most cutting-edge goods and
services.

The region I represent in western
Pennsylvania is home to a number of
companies that have benefited from
the SBIR program, yet these compa-
nies have been faced with uncertainty
over the past few years because Con-
gress has failed to act on a full reau-
thorization. Short-term extensions are
putting the future of research and de-
velopment at risk. In this fragile econ-
omy, Congress owes it to these
innovators to give them the certainty
they need to fully pursue their ideas.
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I have supported legislation to reau-
thorize this program for the past 4
years because I understand the impor-
tance of innovation and the Federal
Government’s unique role in creating a
fertile climate for it. In the past, when-
ever our Nation has bounced back from
economic downturns, innovation has
been the catalyst. Time and again, in-
ventive ideas have led to new products,
generating a wave of job creation and
putting us on a path back to pros-
perity.

This year, I have joined with my col-
leagues on the Small Business Com-
mittee to introduce a full 3-year reau-
thorization of the SBIR program. As
Congress looks for ways to reduce
spending yet Kkeep America globally
competitive, the SBIR program is that
rare piece of legislation that can ac-
complish both goals simultaneously.

At its most fundamental, the SBIR
program provides valuable seed money
for entrepreneurs who are willing to
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explore untested concepts and, ulti-
mately, develop new products. Addi-
tionally, it solves one of the primary
concerns facing small businesses
today—access to capital. This reau-
thorization would make important
changes to the current program that
will allow more entrepreneurs to par-
ticipate by allowing companies that re-
ceive funding from multiple venture
capital groups to competitively apply
for a portion of SBIR grants.

Reauthorization of SBIR will allow
us to continue to foster research and
innovation that will translate into a
wealth of new employment opportuni-
ties and economic growth for western
Pennsylvania and all of America. I
hope my colleagues will join me in sup-
porting this bipartisan legislation that
encourages creativity and ensures
America will stay a global leader in in-
novation for years to come.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF FORMER
CONGRESSMAN ROBERT B. DUN-
CAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise this morning to comment on the
passing of a dear friend and Oregon
icon, former Congressman Robert Dun-
can, who died last week at age 90. Bob
served his Nation with distinction be-
ginning with his service during World
War II in both the merchant marine
and the U.S. Navy. After graduating
from the University of Michigan Law
School, he settled in Medford, Oregon,
with his wife Marijane. He was a State
legislator from that community. He
served two terms as speaker for the
first time in Oregon history.

From there, he went to serve in Con-
gress, representing the Fourth Con-
gressional District in southwest Or-
egon until he was persuaded by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson to leave Congress
to run for a vacated U.S. Senate seat
against Governor Mark Hatfield. In a
campaign that defined Oregon politics
for over a decade, Bob lost narrowly to
Mark Hatfield in, to say the very least,
a heated campaign, focusing in large
measure over the United States’ in-
volvement in the war in Vietnam,
which he supported and Mark Hatfield
opposed. A significant development was
the endorsement of then-Democratic
U.S. Senator Wayne Morris of Repub-
lican Hatfield, which many experts feel
provided the narrow margin of victory
for Hatfield. Later, Bob almost won the
Democratic primary against Wayne
Worse when he ran for reelection 2
years later sending shockwaves that
reverberated for a decade.

I first had the opportunity to work
with Bob Duncan when I was directing
a campaign to lower Oregon’s voting
age in 1969, and he was a zealous sup-
porter of engaging young people in the
political process.

In 1974, Bob again made history by
being the first Oregonian to represent 2
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different districts in Congress as he
was elected to the Third Congressional
District, which I am now privileged to
represent. He continued for another 6
years of distinguished service, serving
on the Appropriations Committee.

After leaving Congress in 1981, Bob
returned to private practice as a law-
yer in Portland and Washington, D.C.,
and later served on the Northwest
Planning Power Council.

Bob had many passions in his life but
none more important than his family.
He was married 48 years to Marijane
until her death in 1989, and later, he
married Kathy Boe and found many
years of happiness. Bob had seven chil-
dren who survive him: Nancy, Angus,
David, Jamie, Laurie, Bonnie and
Jeanne.

He was by turns a stubborn political
animal, generous of spirit, with a leg-
acy for courage strengthened by his
convictions. He was a man of great
humor, intellect, and conviction. He
was also thrifty to an extent that is
legendary to family and friends and
many of his constituents. Until the end
of his life I would still get letters from
him with a series of 3-cent stamps and
the old congressional return address on
the envelope scratched over. But he
was very careful with the taxpayer
money in his Appropriations Com-
mittee to an extent that sometimes
drove even his supporters to distrac-
tion.

He leaves a legacy for courage, pas-
sion for justice, and accomplishment of
decades of service, particularly a dec-
ade in two very different congressional
districts that were united in the admi-
ration of this dedicated public servant.
He will be missed, but fondly remem-
bered.

RAPIDLY RISING GAS PRICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to join to-
gether to immediately address one of
the greatest problems facing our fami-
lies and small business right now; that
is, rapidly rising gas prices.

As I traveled across Rhode Island
during the district work period, the
issue of high gas prices was never far
from anyone’s mind. It affects every
family’s bottom line and the budgets of
small businesses that are still recov-
ering from the recession.

As our fragile economy continues, it
is imperative that we work to find so-
lutions in the short term as we turn
our attention towards a serious, long-
term solution to reduce our demand for
oil. Our Nation simply cannot have low
gas prices without reducing the
amount of oil that we use.

We remain in constant competition
right now with India, China, and other
developing Nations, and the world does
not have the resources to continue to
supply us all with cheap oil, especially
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with disruptions in the Middle East
that continue to affect production.

I supported the American Clean En-
ergy and Security Act last session be-
cause it took steps to immediately re-
duce demand through improved vehicle
fuel economy standards and energy ef-
ficient technology in our buildings and
homes, while investing in clean energy,
including an increased commitment to
the research and development of off-
shore wind.

We should put our money behind
those efforts instead of giving billions
of dollars in tax breaks each year to oil
companies. As we just recently heard,
ExxonMobil just reported first quarter
earnings of $11 billion, a nearly 70 per-
cent increase, with other oil companies
following closely behind. Mr. Speaker,
let’s eliminate subsidies for these big
corporations that don’t need our help.

In the short term, Congress must
partner with President Obama and sup-
port Attorney General Holder’s efforts
to monitor oil and gas markets and
safeguard consumers against unlawful
practices. We also need stricter guide-
lines for speculators and getting specu-
lators out of the market. We need
guidelines for people who buy oil just
to sell it at a profit, perhaps by allow-
ing people to buy oil on the market
only if they can actually receive prod-
uct.

Additionally, I urge my colleagues to
pressure oil companies to drill on do-
mestic lands where they already have
existing leases. The industry right now
is drilling on less than a quarter of the
80 million acres where it already has
leases approved. While this is not a
long-term solution, we need responsible
drilling on lands where there are exist-
ing leases. Now, this is, I believe, a
faster, fairer, and safer path to more
domestic production, unlike legislation
on the floor this week which will put
oil rig workers and the environment at
risk by expediting critical safety re-
views.

None of this, of course, lessens the
urgency of switching to alternative
fuels.
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The U.S. has only 1.4 percent of the
world’s proven oil reserves but cur-
rently consumes 22 percent of the
world’s oil.

In the long run, we will remain sus-
ceptible to repeats of the current crisis
unless we take every opportunity to
decrease our dependence on oil. Now I
want to highlight one important initia-
tive in my State that involves public
transportation. The Rhode Island Pub-
lic Transit Authority acquired just re-
cently 53 new hybrid buses and is up-
grading 10 trolleys to hybrid propul-
sion, and we should encourage others
to follow their lead. RIPTA expects
that their new hybrid fleet will save
them approximately 20 percent on fuel
usage, which will help prevent price in-
creases and route closures.

We should build on the success in
Rhode Island nationally by requiring
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specific hybrid and fuel efficiency
standards for any vehicles involved in
Federal grant programs. Complicated
problems, like the price of gasoline,
often require difficult solutions. But
we cannot let this prevent us from
moving forward and delivering to our
constituents who cannot afford these
costs or a slowed economic recovery.
Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
work together to enact short-term pro-
visions and long-term solutions to
bring relief to working families and
small business.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Kurt Gerhard, St. Pat-
rick’s Episcopal Church, Washington,
D.C., offered the following prayer:

God of peace, Who called all people
from every nation to seek reconcili-
ation with each other for the good of
creation, inspire in us the will to per-
severe, through moments of conflict, to
seek common ground.

Bless this country and all its leaders
in the continued fulfillment of a vision
set forth in July of 1776 that all people
are ‘‘endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”’

During this session of the 112th Con-
gress in this, the people’s House, may
the hearts of these duly elected Rep-
resentatives be blessed with the integ-
rity of purpose and the steadfast com-
mitment to seek and serve the people
of the United States of America for the
betterment of this country and the
world.

We ask this all in the name of the
one God, the God of all nations. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.
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Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches from each side of the aisle.

———
GAS PRICES

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
the average for a gallon of gas in Ohio
is over $4 a gallon. In eastern and
southeast Ohio, this is particularly
hard on families who live in rural
areas. Farmers, ranchers, seniors,
working families who have limited
means of transportation—these high
gas prices are having a negative impact
on everyone. The higher gas prices go,
the more of an impact it has on our
economy and on our chances for a real
economic recovery.

Small business owners are watching
money they could otherwise invest in
their businesses go to paying for fuel,
and working families are anxiously
redoing their budgets to account for
higher fuel costs and looking for ways
to cut back.

We’re blessed with an abundance of
natural resources in Ohio. We’re one of
the highest coal-producing areas, and
with the Marcellus shale right next
door in West Virginia, we’re poised to
make an enormous contribution to
making America self-sufficient in en-
ergy. We need an energy strategy that
will help us become energy self-suffi-
cient so we stop relying on other coun-
tries to meet our energy needs.

Now is the time to levy a
“permatorium’ on developing Amer-
ican energy resources. Let’s open up
our American resources and put our
country on the path to ensuring our en-
ergy security, instead of continuing to
rely on foreign sources for energy.

———
WE MUST NOT PASS H.R. 3

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in opposition to H.R. 3 and
to remind my colleagues of two key
dates.

January 20, 2011, the day H.R. 3 was
introduced. Just 3 months ago, the au-
thors of this extremist, offensive bill
introduced a version of H.R. 3 that
would have redefined rape and incest.
They don’t want us to remember, but
we cannot forget 173 Members of Con-
gress signed their names to a bill that
would have redefined rape to exclude
women who are unconscious, mentally
disabled, or forced into sex by threat.
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