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Commonwealth and PREPA as well as a psy-
chological study of the adverse effect that
these actions have caused on the general el-
derly population of the areas impacted by
the Via Verde project.

Understanding that these actions and poli-
cies are an open violation of the Older Amer-
ican Act and the federal statutes and regula-
tions of which you are particularly in charge
of administering, we request a formal filing
of this complaint before the Corps.

If you have any doubts or questions, please
do not hesitate to contact our office at (787)
721-6121.

Cordially,
ROSSANA LOPEZ LEON, MSG,
Ombudsman for the Elderly.

———

ABORTION DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LANKFORD. Abortion is one of
the most divisive issues in America.
One side sees the child in the womb as
nothing but tissue, like a skin mole,
and no one should tell a women when
and if she can have an unnecessary and
inconvenient tissue removed from her
body. The other side looks at that ‘‘tis-
sue” in the womb and sees it sucking
its thumb, reacting to her mother sing-
ing, and possessing unique DNA, and
asks the question: How can that not be
a child?

The debate about life will not be re-
solved today, though for the sake of
millions of children who will die in the
womb in abortion clinics, I wish it
could have been resolved yesterday.
H.R. 3, which we will be discussing all
day today asks the question: Should
the Federal Government ever use tax-
payer dollars to pay for or supplement
abortions?

When the Nation is so divided over
this issue, isn’t it common sense not to
force a person who is passionately op-
posed to the death of the unborn to as-
sist in paying for the procedure?

H.R. 3 also protects the conscience of
health care providers to not be forced
to perform a procedure that they be-
lieve violates their most basic oath: Do
no harm.

Each year, this Congress votes to
prohibit abortion funding through our
appropriations process. It’s time that
we settled this issue permanently and
clearly. No taxpayer funding, support,
or tax incentives of abortion in any
way for this year, in any future year.

In a day of skyrocketing debt, how
can we justify supplementing abortion
and saying that it’s a necessary and es-
sential element of government? I think
we cannot.

This is time to resolve this issue. I
strongly encourage my colleagues to
support H.R. 3 today in that vote.

——
OUR DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN
OIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, in the
great debate over oil and gas prices,
there are actually many things we can
all agree on. We agree our dependence
on foreign oil endangers our environ-
ment, hurts our economy, and weakens
our national security. Our disagree-
ment lies in potential solutions.

I believe that in order to lower gas
prices, we can and must crack down on
oil speculators, end Big Oil handouts,
invest in public transit and electric ve-
hicles, and increase corporate average
fuel economy standards. The other side
of the argument would have you be-
lieve that all we need to do is increase
our domestic oil resources and remove
regulations—regulations that purport-
edly forced us to look outside our Na-
tion’s borders for oil.

Our answers do not lie in more oil.
Our answers lie in conservation and
smart investments.

Talk about smart investment—every
increase of 1 mile per gallon in auto
fuel efficiency yields more oil than can
be found in two Arctic National Wild-
life Refuges. An improvement right
now of 2.7 miles per gallon would elimi-
nate our need for all Persian Gulf oil.

But it’s not a question of simple do-
mestic supply and demand either, an-
other argument the other side of this
issue will use. Oil prices are set on a
global o0il market. Historically, such
small increases in U.S. production have
had little or no impact on world oil
prices.

The U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration, or EIA, states in a 2008 report
that Arctic Refuge oil production ‘‘is
not expected to have a large impact on
world oil prices,” noting that OPEC
“‘could neutralize any potential price
impact of ANWR coastal plain produc-
tion by reducing its exports by an
equal amount.”

Again, our answer does not lie in in-
creased domestic oil production. Our
answer lies in conservation and in a
solid commitment to investment in re-
newable energy resources.

Recent increases in conservation and
use of alternative technologies has cut
our Nation’s projected need for im-
ported oil between now and 2050 by
more than 100 billion barrels. That’s 10
times more benefit that we might be
able to get during the same period from
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,
without sacrificing one of our Nation’s
most valued wilderness ecosystems.

In the past few years, we’ve taken
small steps to focus on conservation
rather than production. In late 2007,
corporate average fuel standards, com-
monly known as CAFE standards, re-
ceived their first overhaul in more
than 30 years. This was a huge step in
the right direction, but there remains
much work to do.

The bills we will consider in the com-
ing week will endanger our environ-
ment, hurt our economy, and weaken
our national security. It seems to me
these are the very same concerns we
have with an overarching reliance and
addiction to foreign oil.
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H.R. 1229 and H.R. 1230 supplant our
national environmental policies, tell
residents along our coasts we don’t
care how they feel about drilling in
their waters, damage the ecosystems
the industries along our coasts rely on,
and go against what military experts
have been saying about drilling.

Just weeks ago, several former mili-
tary officers shared their thoughts and
concern. ‘‘America’s dependence on o0il
constitutes a clear and present danger
to the security and welfare of the
United States.”” And they continue to
say they are concerned with congres-
sional efforts to undermine the agen-
cies charged with overseeing extrac-
tion. What they are saying is it’s im-
portant to reduce our dependence on
foreign oil for our national security’s
sake, and it’s important to retain regu-
latory authority to oversee drilling and
extraction of oil and gas. Then, you fol-
low that it’s important to regulate our
extraction in order to protect our Na-
tion.

These bills do not offer solutions.
And what is worse, a full year fol-
lowing the disaster of the Macondo/
Deepwater well, we have yet to reform
our Outer Continental Shelf policy.
But, again, you don’t need to take my
word for it.

The U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration put out a 2009 report com-
paring the difference between full, un-
restricted offshore drilling and re-
stricted offshore drilling. EIA found
that in 2020, restrictions on drilling
versus unrestricted access had no im-
pact on cost. The cost per barrel was
identical. In 2030, indiscriminate drill-
ing would lower our gas prices by just
3 cents.

Take the calls for drilling in the Arc-
tic Refuge as another example. Even at
peak production in 2030, Arctic Refuge
oil would account for six-tenths of 1
percent of world oil production and
only 2.4 percent of U.S. oil consump-
tion.

We can proactively move our Nation
toward reducing our dependence on for-
eign oil so that we can take control of
our energy future, protect our Nation,
our economy, and our environment.
And we must.

————
SPENDING-DRIVEN DEBT CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. If your car is speeding
into a ditch, the only thing to do to
survive is to slam the brakes as fast
and hard as you can. Anything else
only stalls the disaster to come.

At this moment, America is speeding
into bankruptcy, and the only way to
stop the descent and save our country
is to slam the brakes on government
spending and set our Nation on a brand
new fiscal trajectory.

Critical times call for critical meas-
ures. The American people deserve hon-
est and courageous leadership from
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Washington that will act to save the
future of our great Nation.
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The Path to Prosperity would lift the
crushing burden of record high debt,
spur economic growth and job creation,
and fulfill our Nation’s obligations to
the health and retirement security of
every American.

With the Path to Prosperity, the
budget that Republicans adopted in the
House 2 weeks ago, Americans will be
back on the road to more jobs for today
and a bankrupt-free nation for tomor-
row.

———
GAS PRICES AND MEDICARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. MCCARTHY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, before I begin to share my
thoughts this morning about how the
Republican budget is a blow to our
American ideas and priorities, I would
be remiss if I didn’t use this oppor-
tunity to praise our men and women in
uniform, our President, and his advis-
ers for the extraordinary courage and
capability they all demonstrated in the
mission that put an end to Osama bin
Laden on Sunday.

Being from New York, we know first-
hand of the consequences of this hor-
rible, horrible action that Osama bin
Laden took on September 11, 2001. I
can’t tell you how many families in my
congressional district were hurt, lost
their loved ones, children becoming or-
phans in ways that it is going to take
them years, if forever, to recover.

That is why Sunday was so impor-
tant. It was a moment in history, our
history. We told the world as Ameri-
cans, we're going to fight not only for
each other but we’re going to fight for
our rights, our ideals that are at the
core of our very being.

I would hope that, in the aftermath
of Sunday, we would be able to come
together in the way that we did after
September 11. We need to find more
ways to come together. We need to
work together for the good of our con-
stituents, for the good of our country.
But that doesn’t mean that we don’t
have extraordinary differences of opin-
ion, and that’s what I'm here to talk
about today. I'm here to talk about the
budget that the House Republican ma-
jority just ©passed—and I voted
against—on April 15. I believe that that
budget is a document that lays out the
wrong priorities.

Trust me when I say that I'm as anx-
ious as anyone about our Nation’s fis-
cal policies, but we also need to make
sure that, in the process, we do not kill
thousands of jobs and hurt millions of
American families. A budget, as far as
I’'m concerned, is a moral document. It
should be a declaration of our coun-
try’s priorities. But the Republican
budget does anything but that. It hurts
our most vulnerable citizens while giv-
ing tax breaks to our oil companies.
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I spent over 33 years as a nurse before
I came to Congress, and let me tell
you, the one thing that strikes me
every week when I come down to Wash-
ington is the disconnect that I see be-
tween a lot of the politicians here and
the people who are back home strug-
gling in their districts.

The budget that was passed by Re-
publicans is absolutely out of touch
with the people back in my district.
How in the world can you undermine
the health and well-being of our seniors
at the same time that you continue to
give the richest companies on the plan-
et tax breaks? That’s not what the peo-
ple in my district want. The seniors,
and all the people in my district, want
health care. They feel like that as they
get older, they want the peace of mind
to know that they have access to the
greatest health care system in the
world. They’ve paid for that right. As
they worked throughout their Ilife,
they paid into the Medicare system.
They believe that they have the right
to Medicare, and I agree with them.

Yet the Republican budget fun-
damentally undermines that right. The
Republican budget ends Medicare as we
know it. It eliminates guaranteed cov-
erage for our seniors and turns the pro-
gram into a voucher program. This is a
drastic, drastic concept.

Let’s not try to pretty things up
here. Republicans are essentially push-
ing seniors into the private market-
place where they will pay more and get
less. As health care keeps rising with
inflation, these vouchers will not keep
pace. As the Congressional Budget Of-
fice has said, Medicare beneficiaries
would bear a much larger share of their
health care costs. The result would be
absolutely awful for our seniors. We
are going to see our parents and our
sisters and our brothers faced with
awful choices: Are they going to pay
higher premiums? Are they going to
have to get health plans that cover
less? Or, even worse, will they drop out
and have no health care at all?

Cutting our health care system isn’t
the only way that families are being
hurt. The high price of gas is hurting
families across this country and cer-
tainly in New York. Across the country
and definitely on Long Island, the price
of gas has climbed way above $4. Yet in
what is an absolutely mind-boggling
position, Republicans in Congress still
refuse to allow a vote to repeal the bil-
lions of dollars in taxpayer money that
0il companies are getting. Exxon, for
instance, just took in $10.7 billion dur-
ing the first 3 months of the year
alone. That’s a 69 percent increase over
the same time frame from last year.
Other companies have enjoyed the
same increases, all while continuing to
receive $4 billion annually in subsidies.

Mr. Speaker, we’'re Americans. We
can disagree, but we’re supposed to be
fighting for this country. We need to
make sure we protect our seniors. We
need to make sure we have jobs. We
need to make sure that we keep this
country safe.
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God bless America.

The oil companies aren’t struggling compa-
nies in need of a helping hand. They’re com-
panies with huge profits receiving billions of
dollars in wasteful government spending.

I’'m not a person who is against drilling.

| believe that we need a comprehensive en-
ergy policy that takes advantage of clean en-
ergy, but also takes advantage of the natural
resources that we’ve been blessed with.

| also believe that we need to be aggressive
in taking on the oil speculators who are prof-
iting from the ballooning price of oil.

But what | find particularly abhorrent is that,
at a time where Republicans are claiming that
our country’s fiscal problems are an excuse
for us to undermine the needs of our seniors,
many of whom live month-to-month, we are at
the same time giving oil companies $4 billion
in tax breaks.

Those are not the priorities that | believe in.

And those are not the priorities that my con-
stituents believe in.

A budget is a moral document of our prior-
ities. It should say something about a coun-
try’s values.

That's why, to turn back to Sunday for a
second, that heroic rescue said so much
about our country.

Americans persevere, Americans fight for
their values, and Americans are unrelenting in
their efforts.

But we do those things because we want
safety and security for our families.

We want to see our children and grand-
children grow up in a country where fairness
and equity is the order of the day.

The Republican budget is not about fairness
and equity.

It is about hurting our seniors—and doing so
in order to give oil companies, who are
wealthy beyond belief, additional tax breaks.

That’s not just.

That’s not fair.

That is not what | came to Congress to fight
for.

————

STORM AND DISASTER RELIEF IN
NORTH CAROLINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Mrs. ELLMERS) for 5
minutes.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, 2
weeks ago on Saturday, April 16, North
Carolina was struck with vicious tor-
nadoes that caused unprecedented de-
struction and despair throughout the
State and in my district. The loss of
property will take years to rebuild, but
the lives that were lost can never be re-
placed. In an instant, lives were cut
short, leaving families with a gaping
hole that can never be filled. With over
24 deaths throughout the State, this
tragedy has touched each of us on a
personal level.

Our district was hit especially hard
with six of our 10 counties affected, but
thanks to the resources provided by
President Obama’s emergency declara-
tion and officials at FEMA, we have
been able to turn this tragedy into a
swift recovery.

On behalf of all North Carolinians, I
would like to thank the officials at
FEMA, the American Red Cross, the
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