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never forget that we are all Americans.
That is the most important thing.

So to the nine heroes, and to those
who gave their lives already, to those
who continue to serve every day, let
me just humbly say, on behalf of every-
body in the United States Congress, on
behalf of Americans, on behalf of a Re-
publican and a Democrat standing here
in the Chamber united on this: Thank
you. Thank you for defending your
country. Thank you for being an exam-
ple for generations to come. We mourn
for your loss, but now we celebrate the
freedom that you defended.

Mr. RICHMOND. We have one or two
more fallen heroes that we want to
honor, and I want to make sure that
people understand that this is just a
short ceremony, but from the heart, for
the 10 people that we had a chance to
participate in their ceremony, and for
Private First Class Jonathan
Villanueva who was Kkilled at the same
time as Staff Sergeant Matthew
Hermanson.

But I wanted to take a minute to
talk about Master Sergeant Tara
Brown.

She was born July 21, 1977. She began
her military career in 1997, at the
Kadena Air Force Base in Japan as an
administrative clerk, quickly mas-
tering her skills in communications
and embracing a love of travel and ad-
venture.

Master Sergeant Brown completed
assignments to Germany, Turkey,
Alaska, and Korea before taking charge
in numerous high-level communica-
tions positions at Andrews Air Force
Base right down the street.

Master Sergeant Brown’s awards in-
clude the Bronze Star posthumously,
Joint Service Commendation Medal,
Air Force Commendation Medal with
three oakleaf clusters, and the Air
Force Achievement Medal with three
oakleaf clusters.

She is survived by her husband, Er-
nest Brown; father, Jim Jacobs; moth-
er, Gladys Verren; brother, Jim Jacobs,
Jr.; and sister, Laguanda Jacobs.
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Mr. Speaker, I will tell you that dur-
ing this service, and when they talked
about Master Sergeant Brown, they
talked about her smile, they talked
about her status as a newlywed, but,
more than anything, they just talked
about her love of service and the fact
that she was willing to give it all.

So I wanted to make sure that as we
continued we included Master Sergeant
Tara Brown in our ceremony today,
just to make sure that we don’t forget
any of our troops, that we had the
privilege and the opportunity to par-
ticipate in their service and on their
day.

Mr. Speaker, I think that all of my
colleagues, and I don’t see them now,
but I think all of my colleagues have
exhausted their time in making sure
that they honor all of our fallen sol-
diers. This was just one thing that we
thought we wanted to do to show the
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country that although we disagree on
20 or 30 percent of things in this body,
and those 20 or 30 percent may be very
gut-wrenching and they may be very
divisive and we may differ on how we
cut programs, but every difference in
principle is not necessarily a difference
in purpose and a difference in our ulti-
mate goal, and that is to make sure
that this country continues to be the
best country on Earth.

So we as just a small part of this au-
gust body, and one that we are honored
to be a part of, we are honored to serve
with so many senior Members who
have taken us under their wing to
make sure they nurture us. Mr. Speak-
er, we can’t thank you enough for that
and we can’t thank Congress and the
American people enough for giving us
the opportunity to go over to the con-
flict, to watch Afghans as they start to
patrol their own area.

I will tell you, I am not sure if Con-
gressman SHUSTER touched on it, but
we had an opportunity to patrol with a
group of Afghans and their elders. One
of the elders that was over there was a
very elderly man who was the com-
mander of this police unit, and they
were protecting the entrance into this
city and they had their checkpoint.

While walking to the checkpoint, we
saw a young man holding arms and
protecting us as we walked, and we
stopped to talk to him. Then they
pointed out to us he lost his father and
brother in a firefight just a week and a
half ago while they were out patrol-
ling. Then as we talked to him just for
a few minutes longer, he talked to us
about the vision of freedom, and he was
all excited and his eyes were open very
wide as he talked about why he was
still patrolling after his father and his
brother’s funeral, which was the fact
that he had a love for his country, for
Afghanistan, but also because he felt
an obligation because we had so many
troops out there fighting and dying
that we were joined at the hip, because
this was a very important goal. And it
is not just to bring freedom to us; it is
to bring freedom to people all across
this world.

Then as he was telling us that, he
told us that just a couple of days before
we got there that his daughter drowned
in a creek in their little village. So we
are talking about a very young man
who had tragedy three times in his life
who was still out there with his ma-
chine gun in the desert, in the heat, pa-
trolling to make sure that this con-
gressional delegation was safe, but also
taking the time, and we watched him
talk to school kids and other things.

But that is what makes this country
great. And the thing that united us all
was the fact that what makes this
country great, we are inspiring other
people so that they want to make their
country and their town and their vil-
lage great, just like America.

So you have people all across this
world, and we can talk particularly
about Afghanistan, because that is
where we saw it, that were going above
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and beyond, because they appreciated
our effort to help them, and they were
committed to helping themselves, and
they said we are in it with you, and we
are going to sacrifice our life and our
limbs, just as those brave men and
women in the United States are doing.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank you for
allowing us to have this time to talk
about the people we lost, and I will just
end with reading their names, because
I think that we can’t give them
enough, because they made and paid
the ultimate sacrifice so that we can
have the freedom that we enjoy and
others could have it. And they are:
Lieutenant Colonel Frank D. Bryant,
Jr.; Major David L. Brodeur; Major
Philip D. Ambard; Major Raymond Es-
telle; Major Jeffrey O. Ausborn, ““0Oz,”
as they called him; Captain Charles A.
Ransom; Captain Nathan J. Nylander;
retired Lieutenant Colonel James A.
McLaughlin; Technical Sergeant Tara
R. Brown; Private First Class Jonathan
Villanueva; and Staff Sergeant Mat-
thew D. Hermanson.

Mr. Speaker, thank you, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GRAVES of Georgia). The Chair wants
to thank the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. RICHMOND) for this much-
needed tribute. Thank you for recog-
nizing those individuals, the defenders
of liberty of this great Nation.

———

REASONS FOR HIGH ENERGY
PRICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CARTER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, we just
got off two weeks of working in our
districts around this country. At least
I held about 10 town hall meetings, and
I am sure many of my colleagues held
more. We talked about the debt, we
talked about the deficit, but one of the
things that almost every one of these
town halls insisted upon talking about
was the high price of gasoline.

Let’s start with this first exhibit we
have here. This just gives the compari-
son of what the gas prices were some-
where in the United States, I can’t tell
where. January of 2009: Unleaded, $1.32;
mid-range, $1.42; super, $1.52. Here is a
picture taken in April of 2011: Regular,
$3.99; mid-range, $4.09; the high pow-
ered stuff, $4.19 a gallon.

Mr. Speaker, the only party that can
be blamed for this, unfortunately, is
the Democratic Party, through the
leadership of Barack Obama, President
of the United States, because a vicious
combination of the Obama administra-
tion’s moratorium on offshore drilling
and the devaluation of the American
dollar through the administration’s
quantitative easing have resulted in
the highest seasonal gasoline prices in
U.S. history.

We have reached a point where if we
don’t pay attention, we are going to
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give up our ability to produce our own
natural resources and be, as the Presi-
dent said to Brazil when he loaned
them $2 billion or more, ‘“We will be
glad to be good customers of yours
when you find some o0il out in the
Gulf.”

Mr. Speaker, this is a broken energy
policy. In fact, this is no energy policy
at all. We are quite aware now that we
have found substantial reserves that
were unfound in the area of natural
gas. In fact, there are those who report
that the production of shale gas in the
United States could result in us having
enough natural gas to operate in this
country for at least 100 to 150 years at
present or projected usages, and yet we
seem to have roadblocks thrown up in
front of that production at every step.

We had a deep water accident, a ter-
rible deep water accident, in the Gulf
of Mexico. The President and the En-
ergy Department put down a morato-
rium on drilling in the gulf, both deep
water and shallow water. Even though
the shallow water, they had had no
massive oil leaks in the shallow water,
it was included. So the Gulf of Mexico,
one of the largest potential oil and gas
fields in the world, was shut down for
American production. Not for Chinese
production, not for Brazilian produc-
tion, not for anybody else who had an
ability to make a deal with Cuba to get
a lease offshore to drill, but for Amer-
ican production.
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But he promised that after they got
all of the cleanup done and after they
examined what happened in the BP
case, that they would lift the morato-
rium, and with a lot of outcry from the
Gulf States, because for the first time,
at least in the State of Texas, until the
moratorium on drilling in the gulf, the
State of Texas was looking pretty good
on unemployment. We were still in the
6 percent range as the rest of the Na-
tion was in the 10 percent range. But
when you shut down potentially 250,000
jobs that relate to the drilling in the
Gulf of Mexico, I don’t know how many
of those jobs are actually lost, but
those were the ones at risk. And as a
result of that and other factors, we’re
now up in the 8 percent unemployment
range, which is still better than the
rest of the country, but still a really
direct cause of the moratorium in the
gulf.

When the moratorium was lifted,
they refused to issue permits. But first,
because the Federal court told them to
lift the moratorium, they lifted that
moratorium and issued a new one the
next day, or maybe 2 days later, which
was, I would say, fairly much in con-
tempt of the order of the Federal court
in Louisiana. That Federal judge, in
turn, made several comments about
contempt of court. And so, finally,
after years, the moratorium was lifted
and another 6 months later, or 8
months later, a few permits were
issued so that drilling could begin.

Remember this: Barack Obama, when
he became President of the United
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States, President Obama promised that
he was going to open up offshore explo-
ration and enhance nuclear energy.
He’s failed to do both. The only energy
policy that he’s dealt with is one that
we certainly need to develop. And no
one here doesn’t want to seek alter-
natives that are economically viable to
make this country run. This country is
an energy-driven country. Just look at
the lights in this room. Think of the
amount of windmills it would take just
to power up this room almost 24 hours
a day. But we’re for—and, in fact, I
would say the great State of Texas has
the largest wind farm in the entire
United States.

So when it comes to energy, we don’t
shy away from any kind of energy in
our State. We are an energy State. We
have been producing oil and gas in the
State of Texas for I guess close to a
hundred years, clear back to
Spindletop. We are not the experts, but
we’re as close to experts as you’re
going to run into because we’ve been
doing it through generations of Ameri-
cans.

I remember when I was 17 years old,
my big desire was to go work on an oil
rig because the great pay those people
got paid. My daddy wanted me to keep
all my fingers so he told me I couldn’t
do it. But I always wished I could. It is
something we grow up with. We don’t
think oil and gas are evil products, and
we don’t think that they are the curse
of this country. We think they are the
primary clean power source in com-
petition with other power sources of
the petroleum age. We think we do a
good job of producing clean energy—
and energy, we think, that is the cause
of the great modern expansion of
American Government.

Remember, when we’re talking about
petroleum products, we’re not just
talking about power for your auto-
mobiles and power for your trucks and
power for your power stations and all
the other things that we use with oil
and gas. We’re talking about plastic,
we’re talking about lifesaving chemi-
cals, we’re talking about clothing.
There’s a list of a hundred different
products—I can’t even list them all—
that have come from the production of
petroleum. And now, for some reason,
we have an administration that treats
petroleum and treats petroleum prod-
ucts like natural gas as if they were
some kind of horrible evil poison be-
cause of this issue which is unresolved
of carbon dioxide.

So we are sitting here on the verge of
something that will ultimately shut
down our economy. I can tell you from
personal experience, because my wife
sent me to the grocery store three Sun-
days ago and one of the things on her
list was avocados. And this is in Texas.
We’re pretty close to Mexico. We’re
pretty close to California. Two avoca-
dos cost a dollar and a quarter. The
next week she sent me back to get two
more and they were a dollar apiece. So
I started watching those things, and
holy cow, they have gone up three
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times since that first purchase of avo-
cados. And you wonder why. Maybe it’s
weather; maybe it’s crop failure.
Maybe it’s the fact that the cost of en-
ergy is going up daily to power the
fleet of trucks, to power the diesel-
driven trains, to power the automobiles
of America. As gas prices go up or die-
sel prices go up, so do the prices of
food. And now the two inflationary
prices that we see going forward are
food and energy. This is serious stuff.

I'm very pleased to have a fellow
Texan join me here today, BLAKE
FARENTHOLD. He’s a new Member from
down on the Texas gulf coast in a city
that grew up with petroleum sur-
rounding it, Corpus Christi, Texas. I'm
going to yield to my good friend, Mr.
FARENTHOLD, whatever time he needs
to talk about his views on energy.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Thank you very
much, Judge. I grew up in the oil and
gas industry. My great grandfather,
Rand Morgan, came to Corpus Christi
after the Great Depression and was one
of the pioneers in the oil and gas indus-
try in the Saxet field by the Corpus
Christi International Airport. We’ve
been a farming ranch and an oil and
gas family since before I was born,
since before my father was born, and
since before my grandmother was born.
Rand Morgan was actually my great
grandfather.

And we can tell you as landowners, as
outdoorsmen, as hunters, and as fisher-
men, the oil and gas industry is a clean
industry. The men and women who
work in the oil and gas industry are
committed to the environment. The
landowners whose land is used for do-
mestic oil and gas production are com-
mitted to making sure the oil and gas
companies do a good job and keep their
land in great shape.

You talk about offshore, too. Corpus
Christi is the home to some of the larg-
est fabricators of offshore oil and gas
equipment in the world. Port of
Brownsville has several industries
building and refurbishing offshore oil
and gas. And our fishermen love the
offshore oil and gas rigs. They’re artifi-
cial reefs. They’re where you go to
fish—not fishing for sport, but fishing
for the fish you’re going to take home
and fry and eat. They’re clean and
they’re great for the environment.

And we had a horrible accident with
the BP well. Our beaches in some parts
of the country suffered with some con-
tamination. I think it’s the second
time I remember that happening in my
lifetime. The first time it happened,
there was a blowout of a well in the
Gulf of Mexico operated by the state-
run oil and gas company of Mexico. Not
a whole lot happened with that one. We
had tar balls coming up on the beaches
of Corpus Christi. It was an annoyance,
but we took some wipes and you wiped
your feet off after you got off the beach
so you didn’t get it on the carpet or
your cars.

But what we’ve done now as a result
of the BP blowout is we’ve shut down
the oil and gas industry—the American
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oil and gas industry in the Gulf of Mex-
ico while the Chinese, the Brazilians,
and the Mexicans continue to drill in
the Gulf of Mexico. And there’s not a
thing in the world we can do to stop
them or regulate how they do it.

Instead, we’re penalizing our oil and
gas companies in the United States.
We’re decreasing production that’s
available to fuel our cars, to power our
electrical generating plants, and to
create the hundreds of products that
rely on oil and gas. Our focus is wrong.
We should be looking at ways to in-
crease production and increase safety
and increase our ability to respond in
the event there is another accident.

We need to be training the Coast
Guard. We need to be training our in-
dustry personnel. We need to be devel-
oping the technology to contain it and
to protect our beaches from oil and gas
spills that may happen as a result of
the activities of any country in the
world. We have the opportunity to be
the technological leaders in this and
get our domestic oil and gas industry
back on track and get the price of gas-
oline back down to reasonable levels.

We’re getting to $4 and $5 a gallon of
gasoline. That doesn’t just ruin your
summer vacation. It starts to ruin
your life. You can cut down on driving,
you can take the bus, you can take
public transportation. But those avoca-
dos Judge CARTER was talking about,
they can’t. They have got to get to
your grocery store in a truck. Every
good or service that you use or buy is
affected by the price of oil and gas. It’s
going to run the price of everything up.
We have got to get this under control,
and we have got to exploit our domes-
tic energy sources.

I agree with Judge CARTER, Texas is
the leader in wind farms. It’s a beau-
tiful sight as I drive down Ocean Drive
in Corpus Christi, looking across the
bay at the windmills across over by
Sinton, Taft, and Portland. That’s the
future. But you can’t put a windmill on
a car. You have got to have oil and gas
to run your cars.

Now, we can get into a discussion
about we probably need to be focused
on getting cars working on natural gas
as a more cost-effective way to do it.
We’ve got a great abundance of natural
gas, but we have got to get rid of the
moratorium—the de facto moratorium
that is crippling the oil and gas indus-
try in the Gulf of Mexico. It’s running
prices up. It’s costing us jobs in Texas.

I want to talk just for a second, if
you don’t mind, Judge CARTER, about
the portrayal of the oil and gas indus-
try as being an evil industry. It’s real
easy to talk about these big corpora-
tions, big o0il and gas producers like
Exxon and BP. I have got two things to
say about that. First of all, I imagine
if you have got a retirement plan or
pension, you’re an owner of one of
these oil and gas companies. Your pen-
sion plan, your mutual fund, they’re all
investors in these companies. But that
being said, really the bulk of the oil
and gas are produced by small busi-
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nesses, by independent operators who
are one, two, three, five, 10, 20-man op-
erations that take a chance, go out
there and explore and drill.
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And every time they find a prospect,
they go out there and raise some
money. They put their money on the
line. And they are on the line. If they
drill a dry hole, they’re going to have
to struggle to get their next paycheck.

But this is the entrepreneurial spirit
that built America. These men and
women are not evil. They are our
neighbors. They’re concerned about the
environment. They’re concerned about
this country. And they want the price
of gasoline that you put in your car to
be reasonable.

They’re not profit gouging. We can
show charts about how the price of gas
is going up and why it’s going up, but
it’s not that hard a question to look at.
If you took a middle school govern-
ment class and you studied economics
and finance, you learned about some-
thing called supply and demand. And
supply, especially in this country, is
down because we can’t drill and
produce offshore. We can’t drill and
produce in massive areas of land that’s
controlled by the Federal Government.
And we’ve got a regulatory scheme
that’s looking at making new tech-
nologies to produce energy that’s more
expensive and possibly illegal. So the
supply is down.

Then you look across the globe at
our competitors—China, India, Korea.
All of these countries are seeing new-
found wealth. The old movies where
the Chinese would ride around on bicy-
cles, that’s not the way it is in Beijing
anymore. The Chinese are driving cars.
Their factories are using oil and gas,
and they’re competing in the inter-
national market for that oil and gas.

Our national security, our economic
security, and our very freedom lies in
exploring, finding, and producing our
domestic energy resources. That’s the
way we’re going to keep America free.
That’s the way we’re going to keep the
costs of our goods and services down.
And that’s the way we’re going to keep
the price of gasoline in check.

Thank you, Judge.

Mr. CARTER. I thank the gentleman.

And reclaiming my time, as an ex-
pansion of what you just said, let’s
talk about some of the things that the
Democrats in this House and the Presi-
dent have talked about as the solution
to the high price of gasoline. And that
is they’re going to cut the tax breaks
for the oil producers, and they named
Chevron, Exxon, BP—what they call
the majors. They’re going to cut those
tax breaks. Therefore, they’re going to
make sure that those billion dollars
worth of profit are not going to be
there because they’re going to reduce
these tax breaks they have given,
which they say are billions of dollars.

Well, let’s just stop and look at what
these tax breaks are about. All the oil
and gas produced offshore in other
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countries is not subject to American
taxation, and that’s where the majors
now produce somewhere between 80 and
90 percent of all their production. In
fact, those drilling inside the conti-
nental United States, almost all those
people drilling shallow water offshore
and a few of those people drilling deep-
water offshore, none of those people are
majors. They’re all from, as you were
talking about, the entrepreneurial spir-
it of the wildcatter and the small pro-
ducer who is going out in an attempt
to expand domestic production. By the
way, they’re the only ones that take
advantage of any tax breaks that are
there, and they’re not billion dollar
companies that we use as examples.

So the cuts, the way I understand it,
are not even going to affect
ExxonMobil or affect Chevron or these
big producers from overseas because
those tax breaks don’t pertain to that
production. They only pertain to pro-
duction in the United States. And
those are done by independents. Al-
most the vast majority are done by
independents.

So the only people that get hurt
again by the tax policies of the Barack
Obama administration are the small
business men. Just like everything we
see coming down the pike at us seems
to be targeted at the small, inde-
pendent entrepreneur who is trying to
make it go.

So don’t be misled to think that the
majors, where we see all these massive
amounts of money they’re making, are
the targets that are really going to be
hit by the shot that our colleagues on
the Democrat side of the aisle have
proposed that we should take in get-
ting rid of, as they call them, subsidies,
which are really tax breaks, to the pro-
ducers of domestic production.

By the way, all production offshore,
they’ve shut it down. Just recently,
Shell Oil Company, after dumping a
couple of billion dollars in an offshore
operation off the coast of Alaska,
pulled out completely because, before
they could even get started, after
dumping a couple of billion dollars,
with a ‘“‘b,” into that production field
out there, the EPA came in with more
and more stops and stop orders and
other things, and they finally threw up
their hands and said, We’re going some-
place else. We’re not drilling in Amer-
ican waters anymore. It’s not worth it.

So right now where we know we have
production for oil and gas, we have an
administration that is fighting that
production tooth and nail. This has
cost jobs in the industry, as we pointed
out. This has made our dependence on
foreign oil bigger.

Here’s the skyrocketing price of the
Obama administration since he’s been
in office. Here is another chart that
shows you the offshore field production
of crude oil, thousands of barrels per
day. And look at this. This is where
that production was: 250,000 barrels up
to 400,000 barrels; down again, and I
guess that was in 1999 during the Clin-
ton administration that it went down;
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and back up in the Bush administra-
tion. The end of the Bush administra-
tion, down to 100,000 barrels of offshore
production today. From 400,000 to
100,000 since the Obama administra-
tion.

Nobody can argue that the Obama
administration is anything but vio-
lently opposed to the oil and gas indus-
try. And they are doing everything
they can to throw big roadblocks in
front of production.

Then you wonder why the speculators
are saying the price of a barrel of oil is
going up. Because they’re speculating.
Do you know how many millions of
gallons of aviation fuel a company like
American Airlines or United Airlines
or Continental Airlines, any of these
major airlines, burn every week? Do
you know what they have to do in
order to stay ahead of increasing prices
on fuel? They have to speculate on fu-
tures on the cost of fuel. And I'm not
blaming the airlines. There are plenty
of other people that are speculating be-
cause they say, Let’s see, what’s going
on in the world? We’re finishing up a
war in Iraq, which is one of the major
producers, but it’s been out of the mar-
ket for years and is barely getting back
in. We’re sitting here with a morato-
rium on all the offshore domestic pro-
duction. We’re not opening up any Fed-
eral lands for production anywhere in
this country. The Obama administra-
tion has shut down the leasing prac-
tices on any public lands.

By the way, Texas is the only State
in the Union that didn’t turn their pub-
lic lands over to the Federal Govern-
ment. But the rest of the country, in
areas like Idaho, Utah, we know there’s
production up there, up in Wyoming,
up in Montana—all that stuff that the
Canadians are now producing across
the border, the fields on our side of the
border are being curtailed by the ad-
ministration. They just don’t want to
produce oil. They just want to buy it
from foreign sources.

And about these foreign sources, the
people who study the market say, My
gosh, Libya is not available anymore;
Iraq’s not available, and what happens
if we’ve got no production at home?
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The market looks shaky. We better
buy futures on oil. And guess what, the
price goes up. Doesn’t take a rocket
scientist to say they see a shortage
coming down the pike, that competing
with India and China, two of the big-
gest competitors we’ve got for any
kind of energy that’s out there, and
then we’re going to sit here and we’re
not going to buy the chance to buy fuel
at a cheaper price now than what it
might be 6 months down the road? Of
course, speculators are going to do
that. Of course, industry is going to do
that.

So as my friend, BLAKE, was pointing
out, the lack of production, the lack of
faith in what this government is going
to do to this industry, and the fear that
the shutdown will be complete, it just
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sets up any situation for the price to
go up. When the price goes up, then the
price of gasoline goes up; and by the
way, if you either add more taxes to
the cost of the oil production or you
take away the tax breaks for oil pro-
duction, who do you think’s going to
pay that increase in cost for the oil in-
dustry? Well, I will tell you. It’s going
to be the guys and the gals that are
filling their cars up with gasoline at
the pump.

To the extent that any business has
an increase in cost of their production,
they do the very best they can to pass
that cost on to the consumer. That’s
the way any company whether it’s
steel, whether it’s widgets, whether it’s
buggy whips, whatever it is that you do
produce, if your cost goes up, the man-
ufacturer passes on, to the extent that
he can and still stay within the price
limits that are set not by the govern-
ment but by the demand of the con-
sumer, then the price goes up.

So you’re not going to lower prices
by taking away subsidies to the oil and
gas industry. The only thing you can
do is raise prices. They don’t want
more prices to discourage production.
That’s ridiculous. If you have the law
of supply and demand and we’ve got a
short supply and you are discouraging
production, the price is going up. You
learned that in the eighth grade, as
BLAKE pointed out. This is not hard
stuff. This is easy stuff to figure out.
Sometimes I think some of these folks
that don’t understand the oil business,
the only oil they know is what’s on the
end of their dipstick in the crank case.

But the facts are this product is a
major product of the modern society of
the American public, and I think the
American publics know it, and I don’t
think they’re going to get fooled by
demagoguery on these prices.

Does my colleague wish to have more
comments?

Mr. FARENTHOLD. If you don’t
mind, Judge. I wanted to reiterate
what you were saying. You know, de-
monizing the speculators isn’t the way
to do it. The speculators are the users.
They’re the airlines. If you want to
double what your vacation is going to
cost, you take away the airline’s abil-
ity to hedge their fuel prices, and you
know what, if you want to stick it to
the speculators, let’s open the spigot
and those guys betting on higher
prices, they are in trouble. They’re
going to lose some money on that. So
I just wanted to definitely reiterate
that fact.

And, you know, if you take a look at
what this Nation’s policy is today on
the oil and gas industry, if you were
trying to concoct a way to run up gaso-
line prices, you probably couldn’t come
up with a better way to do it than
we’re doing now. It is like we are inten-
tionally trying to raise oil prices.
We’re limiting production. We’re mak-
ing production more expensive. We’'re
using a regulatory agency to make it
more difficult to drill. We’re not leas-
ing any of our land. If somebody had
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come to my office and said, BLAKE, how
can we make gasoline more expensive,
I'd list out exactly what the executive
branch and the Federal agencies, the
regulatory agencies are doing. I can’t
think of a way to run the prices up
that they haven’t.

If, as we’re hearing, the President’s
goal is to get prices down, the eighth
grade is the answer. Increase the sup-
ply. That’s all it takes. And it’s easy to
increase the supply. Sure, we can’t flip
a switch and do it overnight; but in a
matter of months, as we open up Fed-
eral lands for leasing, as we open the
gulf, as we get the permitting process
under control, those prices will turn
around, and they will go down.

Helping the oil and gas industry
lower prices does not mean we abandon
alternative energy. All of the above is
the answer. I think some people on the
other side of this aisle and in other of-
fices in this town believe that it’s ei-
ther/or. Let’s strangle the oil and gas
companies so our friends in the alter-
native energy can thrive.

It’s not like that. The energy de-
mands of a modern world are such that
all-of-the-above is a correct answer.
wind, solar, safe nuclear, and a strong
reliance on natural gas that is in the
ground in supplies just 5 years ago we
couldn’t have imagined with the break-
throughs in technology for producing
shale gas, coal.

There’s no one answer. Every watt of
electricity, every BTU, everything we
do lowers the cost and raises the stand-
ard of living of everybody here and
abroad.

I am sick and tired of less, less, less,
either/or. This is the United States of
America. This is the 21st century. Yes,
we can, we can have it all, and we start
at the pump.

Thank you, Judge.

Mr. CARTER. There are con-
sequences to any action that you take
in this town.

I wanted to point out something I
said in a committee hearing one time
when we were having this debate. I said
those people who want to do away with
oil and gas and have a wind industry as
the solution better strap a sail on their
Volkswagen and hope the wind is blow-
ing towards Washington, or tomorrow
morning we’re going to have a severe
employment shortage in the U.S. Cap-
itol; but, seriously, it’s more than that.

Look at this quote from the Heritage
Foundation. How many jobs does the
anti-drilling agenda of this administra-
tion cost? The cost in jobs is startling.
A new analysis by Louisiana State Uni-
versity Professor Joseph Mason
projects national job losses at 19,000
from the drilling moratorium with
wage losses at $1.1 billion. About one-
third of those jobs are located outside
the gulf region.

So not only did the people in the gulf
lose jobs and do they continue to lose
jobs, but these jobs, believe me, there
is somebody somewhere within a hun-
dred-mile radius of where we are right
now that is producing something that
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goes into the production of oil and gas
because it is a nationwide and a world-
wide industry. And all of the machin-
ery, and all of the other complicated
gauges and all the modernization of the
production of petroleum, all of that is
far beyond just the State of Texas and
Louisiana and the other Gulf States. It
actually circumvents the whole globe.
So jobs is another important reason
why we have got to do something about
this whole concept that this adminis-
tration seems to have that we are evil
because we produce oil and gas; and
yet, guess what, States that were criti-
cizing us for production of natural gas
2 years ago are dancing around camp-
fires in their States now that they
learned they’ve got shale oil in their
States and some of our Midwest and
eastern friends seem to all of the sud-
den be really excited about the fact
that they’ve discovered they’ve got
shale gas beneath their land and they
can produce good, clean natural gas.

0 2020

I say, more power to them. And I
hope they can, and I hope their States
and this Federal Government don’t
throw up roadblocks to the production
of that shale gas because it is safe.
This fear of fracking is a hoax because
we have been doing fracking in the oil
industry for 50 years. It’s just amazing
how all of a sudden a process that is al-
most normal to production, to get the
second round of production out of al-
most any oil well that was drilled in
Texas is using some form of H,O
fracking, water fracking, to get that
second round of production out of a
well. And people rework and rework
and rework existing wells with all
types of processes like fracking. Frac-
turing is what that means.

But are there solutions that can
bring the price of oil and gas down?
Yes, I think there are.

Here is one that my good friend Doc
HASTINGS has proposed: reversing
President Obama’s offshore morato-
rium, establishing a national domestic
oil and natural gas offshore production
goal to ensure a continued develop-
ment of America’s offshore energy
sources. That’s H.R. 1231. Hopefully, we
are going to have that bill on the floor
of the House this week or next week.
This is important. This is showing real
leadership in real energy production.
And you see, nothing on there says
let’s shut down windmill production or
let’s shut down solar production or
let’s shut down nuclear production or
hydroelectric or anything else. It’s say-
ing, let’s produce energy in the form of
petroleum products.

Another real gas price solution, Re-
starting American Offshore Leasing
Now, H.R. 1230, Doc HASTINGS again.
Require the sale of specific offshore
leases within set time limits instead of
continued administration delays. It is
proposed: central gulf leases in the
Gulf of Mexico within 4 months, west-
ern gulf within 8 months, offshore Vir-
ginia within 1 year, additional central
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Gulf of Mexico by June 1, 2012. This bill
sets out a road map to leasing for pro-
duction in what we consider our Gulf of
Mexico.

You know, when it comes to pro-
ducing products offshore, the first
place it ever happened was offshore
Texas. And we have considered that
gulf to be sort of our little saltwater
lake out there ever since. That’s not
exactly true. In fact, it’s not true at
all. But the point is, to stop the pro-
duction that’s been going on in the
gulf, oh, since I was a small child—and
I am no young whipper snapper—well,
this starts us back to doing what we do
well, producing offshore.

Another Doc HASTINGS bill: this is
one, Putting the Gulf of Mexico Back
to Work, requiring new safety permits
to prevent and combat blowouts before
drilling. No one in the industry—and I
have talked to literally hundreds of
people from the industry—everybody
agrees. They were very proud of the
fact that until the BP oil spill, oil
spills looked like they were going to be
a thing of the far ancient past because
that Mexico blowout was, what, 20-
something years old.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. I was a child.

Mr. CARTER. It would require the
Secretary to decide on issuing a permit
within 30 days of the application with
two 15-day extensions possibly being
allowed and provide drilling companies
with speedy Fifth Circuit Court access
if the government violates the law in
denying or ignoring the permitting
process.

Those are good solutions because not
only does it set a standard that the
Congress should impose upon the Sec-
retary. In addition, it gives a recourse,
the kind of recourse we’re supposed to
have on these issues of whether or not
to drill, and that is to go to the court-
house and let the justice system pre-
vail. So let’s go to the Fifth Circuit,
who has already spoken once, pretty
loudly, and let them speak again.

There is one more that I don’t seem
to have and that is, we need to open up
the leasing for our public lands in the
West. The States of Utah and Idaho
and Wyoming and Montana, we are
well aware and are very knowledgeable
about the amount of a certain kind of
heavy petroleum that is available in
those areas, North Dakota, probably
South Dakota. We are already finding a
lot in North Dakota.

But all of a sudden, it too is strug-
gling to get permits to continue to
drill on federally owned public land.
And let’s always remember those words
“public land.” It’s not the U.S. Govern-
ment’s land. The U.S. Government is
holding it for the American public. And
if we need to lower our prices and have
efficient production, we should go
where the oil is.

I had one of my colleagues one day
who said, I don’t know why you Texans
always just want to drill anywhere. If
you want to drill, why don’t you just
drill in your own backyard where you
have a say about it? Well, if there was
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oil down beneath my backyard, you
could bet your soul I would drill back
there in a heartbeat because I am not
worried about—in fact, I would be glad
to cut the grass around a producing oil
well all day long in my backyard. It
won’t hurt my feelings at all. And I
don’t think anybody that knows any-
thing about the industry would feel
any way other than that.

It’s almost a comment on the indus-
try. When you pull out of Dallas/Fort
Worth Airport, the DFW Airport, at
the entrance, right to your right is a
pumping o0il and gas well that was
drilled within the last 3 years. Right
there, practically downtown Dallas, be-
cause they have discovered a field out
their way. So we know it can be done
and done safely. We have to get on it.

The New York Times—certainly not
any bastion of conservative values—
has a little article here: U.S. consumer
prices are up 5 percent, pushed mainly
by food and gas. They will reaffirm
they are going to finish quantitative
easing—that’s this dollar thing I was
talking about—but the central bank
would remain concerned about the in-
flation expectation of consumers who
would demand higher wages for busi-
nesses. And it could raise prices and
perhaps cut spending.

What that’s all about is, one of the
price gauging things that you got that
they are accusing the industry of doing
is the fact that we have dumped tril-
lions of dollars into our economy for
this quantitative easing of the econ-
omy.

You know, as you’ve heard from this
very House floor, is how much this
body has spent in stimulus and in
TARP and in other things in the last
couple of years, trillions and trillions
of dollars. More money has this organi-
zation spent, the Congress of the
United States, signed by the President,
than in the history of the country. And
yet besides that, our Treasury has been
printing money to supposedly ease the
economy; and they are literally put-
ting more dollars in circulation which,
in turn, devalues the value of the
American dollar.

When the value of the American dol-
lar goes down, the price goes up be-
cause an apple has a worth. There is a
worth, a cost to that apple, and there is
a value to that apple on the market.
And if the value before we dumped cash
into the system was $2, and you dump
all this, then it will be $3 or maybe $4,
not because the apple’s changed but be-
cause the dollar’s changed, and the dol-
lar is worth less.

Why do you think—and by the way,
nobody goes to Mexico in Texas any-
more. But if you did, and you went
across the border, like some idiot who
got shot by the terrorists over there—
but if you did, you would find that they
won’t even take American dollars in
border towns anymore in Mexico. This
was written up in some of the border
papers. The American dollar is not
wanted in Mexico because they are con-
cerned about it losing its value. It used
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to be the peso that we worried about
losing its value. Something has gone
haywire.
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But as we devalue our dollar and we
create a shortage of our gas and oil,
it’s no surprise at all that the byprod-
ucts of those two products, which is
gasoline and diesel, is going up. And it
has gone up. And if we don’t do some-
thing about getting back into domestic
production, it’s going to go up some
more.

And if the world perceives that the
greatest consumer of energy on this
Earth is going to have a huge demand
when the supply goes down, and
they’ve bought futures on that supply,
they’re going to get rich. That’s not
the oil companies we’re talking about;
that’s the people who speculate and the
people who cover their energy needs.
And by the way, these same specu-
lators are buying futures on oil and gas
from China, from Russia, from India,
and from other people and from West-
ern Europe to compete for the world
market.

We have the golden opportunity to at
least produce what we can produce.
And I’'m not in any way cutting down
any other energy source. I'm saying all
of the above is the solution. But drill-
ing anywhere that it is effective, and
drilling now is the important thing.

And those people who think that
anywhere you stick an oil well down
there’s oil just don’t understand oil.
They think there’s natural gas under
any ground; they just don’t understand
natural gas. And by the way, when
Blake was talking about these inde-
pendents that drill an oil well, the av-
erage cost of an oil well that is not
that deep is about a million bucks. So
when you go out and gamble $1 million
and come up dry, and you have to drill
another well and gamble another mil-
lion dollars, you know, these guys are
the true entrepreneurs of this country,
and they can lose their shirt and then
get lucky and find an oil well and get
their shirt back, but that’s the world
they live in.

That’s the world of exploration for
energy. And we’re not ashamed of it.
We’re proud of it. We’re proud that we
still have people who are willing to
take the risks that it takes to prosper
in America. Our economy, our world of
commerce in this country is built upon
the risk takers. It’s those who invest
their capital and their labor into try-
ing to produce a product and how they,
between those two, they have some
successes and they live through their
failures. And, unfortunately, we’ve be-
come a world that thinks anybody that
slips up on any form or fashion, we
need to bail them out. I've got prob-
lems with that.

Finally, another newspaper article.
The Examiner says: oil imports spike
as Obama o0il ban decreases domestic
production. This was April 29, 2011.
This isn’t very far past. While oil pro-
duction in the gulf is down more than
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10 percent from April 2010, it estimates
net crude oil imports are up by 5 per-
cent. More imported oil also means
higher prices at the pumps. So direct
result of the actions of the Obama ad-
ministration.

We have the price of oil going up. So
tomorrow morning, when you go out
there and you fill up whatever you’re
driving, whether it’s a SmartCar or a
hybrid that runs on both electricity
and gasoline, or whether you’re filling
up your Suburban, you know, we’ve got
fleets of Suburbans in this town. This
is supposed to be the conservation cap-
ital of the world. Look around Wash-
ington, D.C. There’s a black Suburban
on every corner. Sometimes a whole
parade of black Suburbans goes by. Not
picking on Suburbans. I’'ve owned five
of them. Good cars, but they burn a lot
of gas. And you fill one up you’d better
have a pretty good size pocket because
you fill up an empty Suburban at $5 a
gallon gasoline and you’re going to
need a bank loan because that sucker
will take $100-something to fill that
thing up.

And that’s the consequences of try-
ing to curtail one industry to enhance
another. And that’s not the way Ameri-
cans are supposed to operate. Let’s
take our going concern and keep it
going, and let’s build up these alter-
native energies, and when they are
competitive in the world market, turn
them loose, stop subsidizing everybody
and let them compete. And may God
bless every one of them. That’s the way
Americans are supposed to operate.

Until we get back to operating that
way, we’re going to find ourselves in
this up-and-down world of shortages.
And we’re going to find ourselves also
in a final world of unemployment be-
cause since this recession, there’s only
one place on Earth in the U.S. where
jobs are increasing, and that’s right
here where we’re standing. Federal em-
ployment is up 11.7 percent, and the
private economy is down 6.1 percent.
These are changes of employment since
2007.

So the only people creating jobs are
Federal jobs. And I would argue that’s
not the way it’s supposed to work. It’s
all part of a policy which is mis-
directed. And I would say, because they
don’t understand the nature of the in-
dustries they’re dealing with and they
really don’t realize how many BTUs of
energy it takes to run these lights in
this building, but it’s a ton of them.
And I could tell you, my daddy sold
natural gas for 40 years of his life, and
he sold it cheap. If he was alive today,
he’d crawl out of his grave. If he knew
about the price today, he’d crawl out of
his grave and start selling natural gas.
But that price has been driven up by
the demand.

We’ve got this resource. This re-
source, we can use it cleanly. We can
protect our environment. We can live a
good life, and we can live the American
Dream. But you can’t do it by trying to
kill one industry to enhance another.
And I would argue that that is what
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we’ve been doing under the Obama ad-
ministration. And I have a fervent hope
that they see the light and back off and
let us go back into production of oil
and gas and the other natural re-
sources of this great Nation so that we
can maintain our status as the best
country on Earth and the best country
that cares about the average guy and
tries to keep prices affordable to the
average guy.

The price gouging that they are ac-
cusing of is nothing more than a mis-
interpretation of the law of supply and
demand. And that misinterpretation is
hurting the little man in America. It’s
time to change the policy, and let’s all
hope and pray that this administration
wakes up to many things, but this is
one of them. And if they’ll wake up to
an energy policy that makes sense, we
will see the future bright.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas (at the re-
quest of Mr. CANTOR) for May 2 on ac-
count of airline flight delays.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 38 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, May 4, 2011, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1363. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Flubendiamide; Pesticide
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0099; FRL-
8863-8] received March 22, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

1364. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Aspergillus flavus AF36; Ex-
emption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0101; FR1.-8868-7] re-
ceived March 22, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

1365. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Hexythiazox; Pesticide Tol-
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2009-0325; FRL-8868-6]
received April 4, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

1366. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Ethiprole; Pesticide Toler-
ances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2009-0493; FRL-8863-1]
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