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The intrusion cemented the dangers of 
the Soviet Union having very close ties 
to the Cuban regime. Democracy and 
liberty of the people in the Western 
Hemisphere were in severe jeopardy as 
the communist forces were looking to 
expand their control. But the will of 
freedom-loving people who seek a bet-
ter future will not be deterred by the 
evils and the power of communism. The 
protection of human rights and free-
dom of expression are fundamental ne-
cessities under a free society. 

As the spread of communism crum-
bled during the Cold War, democracies 
throughout the Western Hemisphere 
flourished in open societies. However, 
the United States must remain vigilant 
that history does not repeat itself. 

At this moment, Russia is currently 
infiltrating the Western Hemisphere by 
joining forces with antidemocratic ty-
rants such as Chavez, Ortega, and Mo-
rales. Recently, reports have indicated 
that Russia has sold $15 billion worth 
of weapons and military equipment to 
Chavez. In addition, senior Russian 
military officials have mentioned the 
possibility of establishing refueling 
bases for Russian bombers in Cuba. 
Russian activities in the Western 
Hemisphere raise serious concerns as 
they are arming rogue regimes that are 
counter to the interests and the secu-
rity of our beloved Nation. 

The veterans of the Bay of Pigs sym-
bolized this struggle between com-
munism and freedom. The brave Bri-
gade 2506 patriots decided to risk their 
very lives in order to liberate an op-
pressed society. These men fought cou-
rageously on that historic day. They 
came from many backgrounds, but all 
of them cared about freedom and lib-
erty for the people of Cuba. 

Even though the Bay of Pigs oper-
ation was not successful, their call to 
serve rose again to protect our Nation 
from enemies abroad. Many of these 
veterans continued to serve the United 
States by joining our Armed Forces 
and fighting with honor during the 
Vietnam War. 

I would like to acknowledge all indi-
viduals who consistently are working 
toward fulfilling the dreams of a free 
Cuba, which is the dream of the vet-
erans of Brigade 2506 who aspired and 
fought for a free and democratic Cuba. 

I would also like to recognize the vet-
erans of the Bay of Pigs who are with 
us today in the gallery. Gentlemen, 
thank you very much for your sacrifice 
and your commitment for a free Cuba 
and a strong United States. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind Members not to 
bring attention to occupants of the gal-
lery. 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
LANCE CORPORAL HARRY LEW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. CHU) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Harry Lew. 

Harry Lew was a marine serving the 
mission of Operation Enduring Free-
dom in Afghanistan. Freedom, how-
ever, does not come without a price. 
Harry Lew died in Afghanistan on Sun-
day, April 3, 2011. He was 21 years old. 
He was the son of Sandy and Allen 
Lew, the brother of Carmen Lew, and 
he was my nephew. 

Lance Corporal Harry Lew died while 
serving on watch duty in Helmand 
province. He had joined the Marines in 
August 2009 and reported to his unit in 
February 2010. 
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He was based in Kaneohe Bay, Ha-
waii, with the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Ma-
rine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, III 
Marine Expeditionary Force. His unit 
was deployed to the Middle East in No-
vember, where they joined a Marine 
combat team for counterinsurgency 
work with the Afghan National Secu-
rity Forces. Their goal was to provide 
security to locals and to promote de-
velopment in the regime. 

He was set to return home in July 
2011, 3 months before his death. 

Harry was a popular and outgoing 
student, both at Santa Clara High 
School, where he graduated in June 
2008, and at Mission College, where he 
took classes for a year. He was known 
for joking, smiling, and for wanting to 
keep the mood light. One of his teach-
ers said he brought ‘‘life and laughter 
to his classroom.’’ 

He loved physical sports, especially 
‘‘tricking,’’ a form of breakdancing in-
volving kicks, flips and twists. It com-
bines wushu, Chinese martial arts and 
gymnastics. He was so accomplished in 
this sport that as a member of the club 
called the Sidestep Breakdance Club, 
he performed several times in front of 
the high school. His friends said his 
best trick was the butterfly twist, 
where one spins 360 degrees in a hori-
zontal flip. Upon his death, his friends 
honored him with a tricking session at 
his high school. 

Harry’s best friend, Travis Trotter 
said, ‘‘Everyone here has been influ-
enced by him in some way or another, 
whether it be through his dancing, his 
artistic talents, his tricking or just 
being the person he was, friendly with 
everyone.’’ 

Of his service, his superior in the Ma-
rines said: ‘‘Only a small portion of our 
society volunteers to serve their coun-
try. Lance Corporal Lew was one of 
those volunteers. Within the 2nd Bat-
talion, 3rd Marines, he was well liked 
by his fellow marines and was known 
for getting along with everyone be-
cause of his easy-going nature. 

‘‘He took his job seriously and per-
formed his duties with enthusiasm. In 
Afghanistan, he volunteered for the dif-

ficult missions and demonstrated un-
common endurance on 4- to 8-hour foot 
patrols. Lance Corporal Lew also dem-
onstrated his commitment and courage 
on two separate occasions when his 
unit came under enemy fire. One of 
those events is captured in the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘At approximately 7:30 p.m. on 
March 21, 2011, 3rd Squad of 3rd Pla-
toon, Golf Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd 
Marines, was engaged by enemy small 
arms fire while defending a position in 
Gawraggi village, Nawa-e-Barazkai dis-
trict, Helmand province, Afghanistan. 
The enemy engaged with several bursts 
of automatic weapons fire. At that 
time of contact, the majority of the 
squad was in a small hole in the 
ground, taking cover to eat evening 
chow. Lance Corporal Lew imme-
diately identified the enemy position 
approximately 200 meters to the south-
east and engaged the enemy position 
initially with an M203 grenade launch-
er located at his post. He then picked 
up his M240 squad automatic weapon 
and engaged the enemy with an esti-
mated 200 rounds until they had had 
enough and broke contact. His squad 
then continued with their mission. 

‘‘This is an example of Lance Cor-
poral Lew’s service. It serves as a re-
minder of all those who today serve in 
harm’s way. Like Lance Corporal Lew, 
they serve to protect our country, our 
freedom, and our way of life. I am 
grateful for the courage and sacrifice 
of Lance Corporal Lew.’’ 

Harry Lew was a good son and broth-
er, a friend to many, a great performer 
and a dedicated soldier. His ready 
smile and warm attitude will be re-
membered by all who knew him. His 
sacrifice for his country will never be 
forgotten. 

For his service, Harry Lew will be 
honored with the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, and the Afghani-
stan Campaign Medal. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LANCE CORPORAL 
ANDREW PAUL CARPENTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DESJARLAIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Lance Corporal 
Andrew Paul Carpenter who tragically 
lost his life while bravely serving our 
country. 

Andrew enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps on September 7, 2007, 
where he was assigned to the 3rd Bat-
talion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Ma-
rine Division, 2nd Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Camp Lejeune, North 
Carolina. In August of 2010, Andrew 
was deployed to Afghanistan for the 
second time, where he bravely served 
on the front lines during combat oper-
ations. 

While patrolling the Helmand prov-
ince in Afghanistan, Lance Corporal 
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Carpenter sustained fatal combat-re-
lated injuries and died on February 19, 
2011. 

Andrew graduated in 2002 from Co-
lumbia Central High School in Colum-
bia, Tennessee. He was active in the 
school’s marching band where he 
played trombone and helped the band 
win a State championship during his 
senior year. Andrew went on to further 
his education at Middle Tennessee 
State University. 

He enjoyed numerous activities such 
as playing golf, soccer and paintball, 
and made friends easily through his de-
pendable and loyal nature. He is re-
membered by those who knew him as 
someone who was constantly looking 
for ways to help those in need. It is no 
wonder that serving the United States 
Marine Corps was a natural choice for 
him. 

Before joining the Marines, Andrew 
worked at the YMCA Fun Company, 
where he pursued one of the things that 
he enjoyed most in life—working with 
children. Andrew would often dress up 
in Batman costumes to entertain kids 
at the YMCA after-school program. He 
was known for his tender heart and his 
ability to positively impact the chil-
dren he encountered. 

On January 1, 2010, Andrew married 
the love of his life, Crissie. She was 
truly his best friend and soul mate, and 
he would often say that their wedding 
day was by far the best day of his life. 
Shortly before Andrew was deployed to 
Afghanistan, he and Crissie learned 
that they would be blessed with a baby 
boy. Landon Paul Carpenter was born 
March 18, 2011. 

Landon, no words can sufficiently ex-
press the gratitude or repay the debt 
that we owe your father for his selfless 
service in protecting our great Nation. 
He laid down his life so that we may all 
be blessed with our Nation’s most fun-
damental tenets—life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. Your father, sim-
ply put, is a true American hero. As 
you grow up in this great Nation, know 
that you are given that privilege be-
cause of men like your father who 
make great sacrifices to protect our 
freedoms. 

Crissie, during this difficult time, I 
hope that you can find some solace in 
the fact that your husband nobly gave 
his life so that you and your son can 
continue to live in the land of the free. 

And, finally, thank you to Andrew’s 
family for raising such an extraor-
dinary young man. 

Today we honor and remember An-
drew Paul Carpenter. We will never for-
get the sacrifices he made in order to 
ensure that we continue to be blessed 
with the precious gift of freedom. 

God bless America. 
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DISASTROUS PRIORITIES OF 2012 
BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we have 
heard from two Members on each side 

of the aisle who, without respect of 
course to any partisan differences, 
raised their voices in sadness about the 
loss of two of our brave Americans in 
the defense of freedom. I join their sen-
timents. 

Let me say this, Mr. Speaker. Those 
two Americans whose lives we have 
now lost showed extraordinary cour-
age, extraordinary honesty in their 
willingness to serve. We in this body 
will now be called upon to show such 
courage and honesty as we address the 
extraordinary fiscal crisis that con-
fronts us. 

Today, President Obama is speaking 
on a plan to confront our Nation’s 
unsustainable deficits. I believe it will 
stand in stark contrast to the budget 
that is going to be offered by Mr. RYAN, 
a budget of disastrous priorities, in my 
opinion, that concentrates its plan on 
middle and working class Americans in 
terms of its cuts, while creating yet 
another windfall for the wealthiest in 
our country, at a time when income in-
equality is at a height we haven’t seen 
since the 1920s. 
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The Republican budget ends Medi-

care as we know it, transforming a sys-
tem of guaranteed health care into a 
system that provides seniors with less 
coverage and greater expenses year 
after year after year. It dismantles 
Medicaid, putting seniors’ nursing 
home care at very substantial risk, 
and, in fact, with an inability to pay, 
and cutting off care for disabled and 
poor Americans. 

These entitlements must be ad-
dressed, but we must address them in a 
way that both keeps them sustainable 
and makes them available for genera-
tions to come. Somehow, however— 
after undermining the social compact 
of Medicare, after cutting care for the 
most vulnerable, after sending more 
than 30 million Americans back to the 
ranks of the uninsured—the Republican 
budget finds trillions of dollars to give 
as tax cuts to the wealthiest among us. 

Republicans say we are too broke to 
afford the promise of Medicare, but we 
are flush enough to spend trillions in 
tax cuts for those of us who are the 
best off. In fact, the Republican budget 
spends so much on corporate subsidies 
and tax breaks for the wealthy and 
loses so many savings by repealing the 
cost controls in the Affordable Care 
Act that it fails to balance the budget 
for 10 years or even 20 years. 

We have been down this so-called 
‘‘Path to Prosperity’’ before. It leads to 
skyrocketing deficits because the sup-
ply-side dogma that lower taxes mean 
higher revenues has proven false over 
the last three decades. Read the facts. 
If Republican tax dogma made sense, 
then our debt would not have increased 
200 percent under Ronald Reagan or 115 
percent under the second President 
Bush, but it did. In fact, we’ve seen Re-
publican promises of prosperity proven 
wrong time and time again over the 30 
years that I have served here in Con-
gress. 

In 2007, now-Majority Leader CANTOR 
said that the Bush tax cuts ‘‘have 
spurred spectacular economic growth.’’ 
That was in 2007. Let me remind all the 
Members of this body, it was in Decem-
ber of 2007 that we fell into the Great 
Recession, the deepest recession we’ve 
had since Herbert Hoover. The growth 
was spectacular only for the top 1 per-
cent, but for the rest of America, the 
Bush economy produced what The Wall 
Street Journal called ‘‘the worst track 
record for job creation since the gov-
ernment began keeping records.’’ 
That’s what The Wall Street Journal 
said of the Bush economic program, 
which CANTOR said would be a job cre-
ator. 

Throughout the Bush years, middle 
class incomes stayed stagnant and defi-
cits soared. What did Republicans say 
about a budget that actually helped 
create unprecedented prosperity, the 
1993 Clinton budget? Here’s what now- 
Speaker BOEHNER said: ‘‘How does this 
create any real new jobs? Who does this 
spending stimulate except maybe the 
liberal faculty at Harvard or Berke-
ley?’’ Of course, contrary to the Speak-
er’s assertion, the Clinton years saw 
the biggest production of jobs since I 
have been serving in Congress of 22.7 
million new jobs—in the private sector, 
almost 21 million jobs as opposed to 
the private sector loss of jobs under 
President Bush, about 7,000 loss of jobs 
per month, versus 216,000 new jobs 
every month on average under Bill 
Clinton. 

Those words represent the same 
flawed priorities we see in this new Re-
publican budget: tax breaks for the 
wealthy, a failure to invest in the fu-
ture, and a heavier burden on working 
families. 

Our country deserves better, Mr. 
Speaker. Let’s reform our entitlement 
programs with a scalpel, not an axe. 
Let’s look for savings in every part of 
the budget, defense included. Let’s 
close tax loopholes, but let’s also use 
the Tax Code to reduce the deficit and 
ensure that all of us, even the most 
privileged, pay their fair share. 

Republicans have taken us down this 
primrose path before, Mr. Speaker. It 
has demonstrably led to higher debt, 
stagnation for working Americans, 
and, most recently, an economic implo-
sion. We must not choose that dead end 
again. 

f 

UMD NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. CRAVAACK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. CRAVAACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to offer my congratulations to 
the players, coaches, and supporters of 
the Minnesota-Duluth Bulldogs men’s 
ice hockey team for their historic vic-
tory this past Saturday on April 9, 2011. 

In dramatic fashion, Kyle Schmidt, 
who grew up just minutes from Duluth 
in Hermantown, Minnesota, scored the 
game-winning goal 3 minutes and 22 
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