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HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

————
0 1920

H. RES. 187, NATIONAL PUBLIC
HEALTH WEEK RESOLUTION

(Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
the first week of April is National Pub-
lic Health Week.

This year’s theme, ‘‘Safety is No Ac-
cident: Live Injury-Free,” highlights
the fact that, each year, nearly 30 mil-
lion people in our country are injured
severely enough to require emergency
room treatment. Of those injured,
150,000 die from these unintentional
and often preventable injuries, which
are ranked among the top 10 causes of
death of those between the ages of 1
and 44. In addition to the devastating
impact on families and communities,
these injuries account for 12 percent of
annual medical spending in the United
States, totaling as much as $65 billion
each year.

These statistics highlight a critical
public health challenge for the 2lst
century. For that reason, | introduced
H. Res. 187, which recognizes the first
week of April as National Public
Health Week, and it calls on all Ameri-
cans to take a proactive approach to
addressing injuries in our country. |
urge my colleagues to cosponsor H.
Res. 187.

———
A REVERSE ROBIN HOOD

(Ms. BROWN of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
just yesterday, the Veterans Affairs’
Committee held a hearing where the
Deputy Secretary of the Department of
Veterans Affairs stated, because of the
budget cuts that the Republicans are
advocating and a likely government
shutdown, veterans’ pension checks
may not go out on time.

Believe it or not, this is not April
Fool’s.

At the same time that the veterans’
checks may arrive late, my Republican
colleagues want to extend tax breaks
for millionaires and billionaires. Just
last December, we were forced to vote
on extending the Bush tax cuts for mil-
lionaires and billionaires, adding $700
billion to the deficit. The Republican
plan for the FY11 budget, as well as the
new budget plan they just released, are
nothing more than a reverse Robin
Hood—taking from the poor and middle
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class people to give huge tax breaks to
the rich.

You know, Mr. Speaker, you can fool
some of the people some of the time,
but you can’t fool all of the people all
of the time. The American people will
wake up.

————
THE GOLDSTONE REPORT IS A LIE

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, about a
year ago, the United Nations passed
the infamous  Goldstone  Report.
Thankfully, this Congress on the floor
of the House had a debate, and we re-
jected the Goldstone Report.

Well, guess what happened last week?
Judge Goldstone said that his report
was erroneous. What did the Goldstone
Report say? The Goldstone Report said
that Israel deliberately targeted civil-
ians in Gaza.

That has now been proven not to be
true. Of course, the people in the U.N.
who bash Israel all the time will con-
tinue to pretend that Judge Goldstone
didn’t repudiate his own report, but the
fact of the matter is he did.

The truth is that it is Hamas, the
terrorist group, that took over the
Gaza Strip. They target lIsraeli civil-
ians all the time. Israel tries to protect
its own citizens in going and destroy-
ing the terrorist nests, but the terror-
ists of Hamas build their nests and
their rockets and their munitions in
heavily populated areas. So, if civilians
die, it is their fault.

The Goldstone Report is a lie. The
United Nations should kill it once and
for all, and we should be leading the
way.

———
NO APPROPRIATED FUNDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CARTER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. CARTER. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er.

These are interesting times we live
in, and as we sit here this evening, we
have a lot of things that are kind of up
in the air about what’s going to happen
to our country and about what’s going
to happen to our ability to fund the
government for the rest of our time.
Unfortunately, we don’t have answers
to that question. | wish we did, but we
don’t. Yet there are some things that
are happening that we ought to talk
about because the American people are
concerned about what’s going on. In
some ways, they’re confused.

As we sit here today, we are looking
at the possibility on Friday night, at
midnight, of there being no more ap-
propriated funds for the operation of
the government. Some people call that
shutting down the government, but
that’s the real term. We have no appro-
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priated funds that are available for the
operation of the government.

There’s already the blame game
going on up here. This blame game is
confusing to most Americans, so |
think it’s kind of important that we
start off by trying to explain what’s
going on up here. I’m going to give you
a quick synopsis of what | think has
gone on recently.

Let’s start off with the fact that the
Republicans fully funded the troops
and the rest of the Federal Government
through FY 2011, which would be the
1st of October of this year, with H.R. 1
in March. The Democrats refused that
submission. The Republicans are ready
again this week with a submission,
that we will do today, to fully fund our
troops through FY 2011, and we're
ready to come back next week to de-
bate the rest of the budget. It seems
we’re hearing a message that the
Democrats will refuse. The House and
Senate Republicans have a bill, H.R.
1297, that simply guarantees that our
troops get their pay without any budg-
et agreement. So far, the Democrats
have refused. That’s a bill that was put
together by Congressman LOUIE
GOHMERT and Congressman JACK KING-
STON.

So | guess we can say that—or |
would at least offer this as a submis-
sion—it seems that the Democrats
want to hold our fighting men and
women’s pay hostage so that they can
continue their runaway Federal spend-
ing, because, really, the debate here in
this House today and in the Senate,
which is down the way from us, is:

Are we going to continue to spend
like drunken sailors, as usual, or are
we going to take a hard look at what
this government is doing, and are we
going to turn this ship of state to a
ship of state that is moving in the di-
rection of saving the American people
from this runaway spending?

The President has submitted to us a
budget proposal which carries in it al-
most $1.5 trillion of deficit spending.
What this House is trying to do is to
change the mood and the attitude of
where this Congress sits on the issue of
spending, and it’s time for us to take a
long, hard look. | would argue, if peo-
ple could have taken the time and
watched the debate when we sent our
first submission over to the Senate,
which was H.R. 1, they would have seen
an extensive debate that went on for
hours and hours and hours on the floor
of this House, with both sides partici-
pating, as to what we would and would
not submit in the way of cutting cer-
tain amounts of spending, and there
were multiple, multiple votes.
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This was after this same idea had
been vetted in other forms, like our
committee system. And yet when it
was sent to the Senate it was dead on
arrival, and the only thing they could
offer as an alternative to the submis-
sion we gave them was $6 billion worth
of cuts, which they even voted down.
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They didn't even pass that. They
weren’t even willing to take their mea-
ger little $6 billion versus our $60-plus
billion that we proposed to them.

And everybody says, Where is the
give-and-take? Why don’t you work to-
gether, Congress? What’s wrong with
you people? Well, when one side does a
whole bunch of work, sends it over to
the other side, they say they don’t like
it, they reject it, and we wait and we
wait and we wait and we wait for them
to submit something back so we can
discuss it, well, we’ve been waiting a
long time now and we still haven’t got-
ten it back. And we’ve gone through
two short-term CRs to give them the
opportunity to go vote on some things
in the Senate. | know they’re slow. |
mean, we all know they’re slow, but we
don’t even see the Democrat majority
in the Senate even trying to bring
things to the floor for a vote on giving
us an idea where they would stand on
cutting spending.

Now, they love to do press releases
out of smoke-filled rooms and come
back from White House meetings with
the President and tell us, Oh, we’ve got
this deal—which our side certainly
didn’t agree to. And actually doing this
so-called ‘‘democracy’ inside of the
press instead of doing it by sitting
down across the table or passing a bill
that we can look at and examine and
see if we can’t work out that bill and
maybe get the comfort to do something
under normal course of business here
has not been available. Senator REID
just says, Dead on arrival. Dead on ar-
rival. Keep trying. Dead on arrival.

And what that requires is for the
House Members to—first off, what
they’re really looking for us to do is to
give up our principles because of
threats of this government closing
down. | want to make it very clear, |
have heard this ever since this debate
started. The leadership of the Repub-
licans in the House of Representatives
has stated consistently, every time
JOHN BOEHNER steps up to the micro-
phone, we do not want to shut down
the government. And I will tell you, if
people are listening with a tight ear,
they will find out that any conversa-
tion about shutting down the govern-
ment has always originated from the
other side of the aisle where the Demo-
crats tell us, Watch out, they’re going
to shut down the government. Watch
out, they’re going to shut down the
government. And we’re saying, No,
we’re not. We’re trying to get you to
respond to us and let us know what you
think is the right thing for us to do to
try to do something about this over-
whelming debt, this overwhelming def-
icit, this gigantic leap in the debt that
we’re going to face in the future.

Just look at this chart. And you’ve
seen it before. It’s been here. I've had it
here twice. Here’s 2010. So 2011 is about
right there. Look at 2051. Look, 300 per-
cent plus. And right now we are bounc-
ing around 100 percent here. That was
during the Second World War, and this
is where we’ve been ever since the Sec-
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ond World War. But all of a sudden,
with the projections that President
Obama has given us as to what he per-
ceives is the right path for America,
bam, that red line goes up and that red
block comes there, and that’s what our
children and grandchildren are going to
have to deal with. And we honestly be-
lieve that that takes this country and
changes the very nature of what makes
America great because it wipes out any
opportunity that possibly our children
and our grandchildren can look forward
to when they are overwhelmed with
debt.

Have you ever heard the debate that
goes on among college parents and
among college students when they
graduate from college these days and
they’re faced with $100,000 or $200,000
worth of debt to pay for these expen-
sive college educations we’ve got out
there; and they’ve borrowed all the
money and how they are overwhelmed
with debt to the point where they look
at the salaries that are being offered
them and they say, Holy cow. If this is
what my revenues are going to be, my
income is going to be, | will never pay
off this student loan. | know that |
heard it from hundreds of kids because
I used to teach Sunday school at that
age. And they came back from college
saying, | can’t believe I've got this
much debt to pay off before | even start
making a living. Well, that’s meager
compared to what this Congress, if we
don’t change the way we do business, is
going to do to our children and our
grandchildren. College debt is going to
look like a walk in the park compared
to that kind of accelerated debt that’s
going to be placed on every human
being that calls themselves an Amer-
ican.

This is frightening. It’s more fright-
ening when you think what this Con-
gress really needs to be about—and is
about over here on our side, and |
would hope on the other side, too—is
finding jobs for the American people.

Now, what do the job creators think
when they see this? People who run
businesses, small businesses or large,
they look at the projected future of the
economy and they make decisions as to
why they hire people for very simple
reasons. You hire someone to advance
your business. You don’t hire them be-
cause you’re a nice guy. You don’t hire
them because somebody gives you an
incentive to hire them. You hire them
because ultimately they are going to
improve your productivity or your bot-
tom line. That’s why labor is infused
into anything that people do. Most peo-
ple who start out with their small busi-
ness, it’s all them and maybe their
family. And then when they hire that
first employee, they don’t hire them
just because they like that kid across
the street. They hire them because
that first employee is going to make
their business do better.

Now, if they’re looking at the accu-
mulated debt being put upon them by
this government and they look at what
projected debt they have to deal with,
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what they have to handle, where they
think their revenues are going to be,
what solutions there are going to be for
this debt in the way of tax increases,
they have to say, Whoa. Until some-
body gets a handle on this stuff, we’re
looking at a world that I’'m not sure |
want to hire anybody else in.

This is not rocket science, this is
very simple. You hire to prosper. If
you’re afraid prosperity is not going to
be a result of the hiring, you don’t
hire.

I would argue—and | think it’s an ar-
gument that’s made by many, many
economists and many, many editorial
writers—that the fear of the unknown
and the known that you think you see
by the way the government is pro-
ceeding keeps a lot of people from hir-
ing other folks. | think that’s common
sense. | think anybody that knows any-
thing about business can realize that.
So this looms over everybody.

| saw a cartoon up here in Wash-
ington. Many of you may have seen it.
It was a gigantic elephant’s behind sit-
ting on a scale, and it had written
across the back of it, ‘““National Debt.”
And then on the very top of the back-
side of that elephant was a Band-Aid
about the size that would wrap around
my little finger stuck on there, and it
had an arrow right there that said,
““Spending Cuts.”’

The reality is what the Republicans
have proposed in terms of spending
cuts as they relate to the gigantic mess
that we’re in is just that teeny, weensy
little Band-Aid. And yet, this very
meager proposal of changing the way
we spend money has been rejected out
of hand by the Harry Reid Democrats
over in the Senate and by our col-
leagues in the House. And it is on every
submission that we’ve made, on every
attempt we’ve made to negotiate, on
every time we have said, so and so, how
about you all getting together and
come up with an alternative? And it’s
just, no, you’re dead on arrival. We’ll
talk at the White House behind closed
doors or we’ll talk in smoke-filled
rooms or whatever—smoke-filled
rooms probably dates me a little bit,
but there are still some smokers
around here.
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Okay. Now, where are we tonight? I
think where we are tonight, | am opti-
mistic about where we are tonight. And
the world may be sitting out there pes-
simistic, but I'm optimistic because,
first and foremost, | honestly believe
that we’re going to do everything at
least in our power to try to get us to
come up with a solution for this small
spending cut bill of $60-plus billion that
we put forward, which, compared to
that elephant’s behind, is nothing. And
we’re going to get it done before we run
out of time and we run out of appro-
priations and the government starts to
wind down.

But I'm more optimistic than that,
because | am very optimistic that the
fact that PAUL RYAN and the Budget
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Committee of this House have put for-
ward a proposal that is like you ought
to have the Hallelujah Chorus in the
background when they introduced it,
singing ‘“‘Hallelujah.’”” Because it was fi-
nally a budget that wasn’t the same
old budget—how can we jack every
spending level up, and how can we fig-
ure out a way to raise some taxes to
make that work? No. It’s a budget that
says this budget is going to be about
prosperity and preserving the America
we love for our generations to come.

If that’s not something as we come
up on this deadline—which should
make us nervous, and it makes me
nervous. But the big picture is our
Budget Committee has put a revolu-
tionary budget out for discussion. And
that budget is worth joy on behalf of
the American people, because what it
does is it says to the people around us
that there are some good ideas we
ought to try.

I'm joined with many of my col-
leagues here today, and | want to give
them all an opportunity to talk. So let
me finish up at least this short part of
talking here and let some other folks
talk.

Today where we are is a very simple
place. Are we going to fund our Depart-
ment of Defense and make sure our
troops get paid or are we going to be
so—with miniscule cuts and then con-
tinue this debate so we could probably
try to get a resolution next week, or
are we going to reject out of hand—as
now HARRY REID is making public
statements to say and the President, in
Atlanta, supposedly said he would veto
this proposal—reject out of hand to say
we want our troops to suffer and we
don’t care whether they’re getting shot
at. We don’t care. We’re ready to let
them get shot at and do without pay,
men and women who have been risking
their lives for over 10 years so that we
can stand in this Chamber and talk. We
ought to be ashamed of ourselves to
even consider not doing something.

All of us ought to be wanting to do
something to make sure that those
folks get their paychecks so their
spouses and children back home don’t
suffer while they suffer the possibility
of being killed or maimed on our be-
half. And that’s what this vote, this
day and tomorrow, is all about.

The deadline is Friday night at mid-
night. We’re asking our Senators to re-
consider rejecting out of hand what we
are sending over and consider it in
light of that momma back home with a
child on her hip, telling the creditors,
We have no money to pay you. And I'm
sorry my husband can’t talk to you.
He’s over in Afghanistan, in the moun-
tains, trying to stay alive. Or he’s fly-
ing missions into Libya, trying to stay
alive. So | think we really need to
know that’s where we are in time, and
the other is stuff we’re going to be
talking about.

Whoever would like to step up, grab
the microphone, and let’s talk.

My friend from Virginia, step up. Tell
us what you’ve got to say.
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Mr. WITTMAN. Well, thank you,
Representative CARTER. | thank you
and Representative GOHMERT for your
leadership in putting forth a bill to
make sure we address this issue of
military pay for our men and women in
uniform.

And, you know, Mr. Speaker, we
shouldn’t even be here tonight. We
should be having before us a spending
decision that doesn’t call into question
whether or not we can pay our men and
women in uniform. Now, that’s abso-
lutely reprehensible. You know, it’s
clear that this spending discussion
needs to be focused, and it needs to be
focused on making sure that we’re get-
ting our troops paid, bottom line, pe-
riod.

I had the opportunity a couple weeks
ago to travel to Afghanistan, and | had
the privilege there to visit with a
young man who’s a lieutenant colonel
in the Air Force. And | had met his
family earlier in the little town of
Pocosin. And | was there for a pancake
breakfast one morning there at a mid-
dle school, and | had a chance to see
his family there, and | talked to his
wife, and | met his children. And they
told me that their father was deployed
downrange. And | asked where he was,
and they gave me the information. And
| said, Well, listen. I'm going to be
going there soon. | want to make sure
that | have a chance to visit him.

So | was able to go downrange and
visit this fine lieutenant colonel. He’s
doing a great job for this Nation. They
are under very trying conditions there
in Afghanistan. | had a chance to
thank him for his service and had a
chance to also, when | got back, to call
his wife and to thank her and her fam-
ily for their sacrifice and for them
staying back home here in anxiety as
their father and husband served
downrange.

And folks, | cannot imagine being in
a situation to look that lieutenant
colonel in the eye and say, You know
something? Thank you for your serv-
ice. Thank you for your sacrifice. But
we don’t think enough about what
you’re doing to even have the backbone
to stand and make sure that you get
paid.

You know, how do you look at their
family, that mother who’s at home,
those children whose father and hus-
band are downrange being deployed,
and look them in the eye and say, Hey,
listen, thanks for your sacrifice, but,
by the way, we’re not going to be able
to make a decision up here to make
sure that you get the paycheck that
supports your family in the weeks to
come? | mean, | cannot imagine how
we are letting ourselves get to that
point.

Mr. Speaker, there is a lack of for-
titude to make sure that we get this
done and get it done now. Just as Rep-
resentative CARTER said, the time is
now. This needs to get done. We have a
deadline of Friday. This Congress needs
to act, get this done.

And also, as you pointed out, we have
a spending problem here. It is clear
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that spending is absolutely out of con-
trol. As Mr. CARTER said, clearly there
is a spending issue we need to address.
We’re on an unsustainable path. This
has to be done. This decision has to be
done on time.

The American people expect leader-
ship out of this Congress. They expect
leadership out of both sides. As the
Speaker said, we can’t continue to ne-
gotiate with ourselves. We have to
have folks on the other side of the aisle
that are willing and able to say yes,
we’re going to get these things done;
there’s at least a counterproposal, in-
stead of saying no, no, no. There has to
be more to this than ‘““no.”

Our goal is to cut spending and re-
duce the size of government. It’s not to
shut it down. I know you hear out
there people say, oh, you know, they
want to shut it down. They want to
shut it down. That’s the last thing we
want to do. We don’t want to shut it
down. We want to make sure that our
military gets paid. That’s the bottom
line. And we have to get this thing
done as soon as possible.

My question is: Is Congress in Wash-
ington, D.C., so out of touch that we
don’t get it, that we don’t get what the
American people have sent us here to
do, what they want us to accomplish?
Do they expect from us that we’re
going to forgo a budget and not ensure
that our military families get paid? |
think that’s not the case.

They want to make sure we act, and
I want to make sure that we act and
make sure that we get things done.
And | think we ought to bypass the 72-
hour review rule and get this done out
of respect for our men and women in
uniform.

Again, | want to thank my col-
leagues, Mr. CARTER and Mr. GOHMERT,
for their leadership in bringing this bill
forward to ensure that our military get
their pay.
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I am a proud cosponsor of that act
because | think it is the responsible
way to go about getting things done. |
was also eager to join 80 of my col-
leagues in signing a letter to Senator
Majority Leader HARRY REID to let him
know that this needs to get done: We
need to pay our men and women in uni-
form.

You know, in my district, in what we
call America’s first district, we have a
proud tradition of military there, with
seven military installations and a
number of people there that serve this
country and are now retired or in ac-
tive duty. We have a great military
presence there.

I got a call the other day from a
mother in Stafford County. And she
said, ‘“My husband is an active duty
military officer. And if | understand
the news correctly, if this budget isn’t
passed by April 8, 2011, the military
will be expected to work and will not
be paid until the budget has been
passed. My family will struggle. And I
am concerned about how | am going to
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pay my mortgage and feed my family.
If the military is asked to work with-
out pay, you will be causing severe
stress on our families. As a spouse who
has endured my husband’s deployment
in Iraq four times, | know the thought
of not getting paid would be making
me sick. | also know that | would not
be able to talk to my husband about
this concern because | wouldn’t want
him to worry. Please work hard and
pass the budget. I am counting on
you.”’

Folks, there are so many people out
there that are counting on us, counting
on Congress to stand up and do what is
needed to be done to make sure that
our military families get paid, to make
sure that we adopt a budget, to make
sure that we get this country on the
right track to reduce spending. The
time has come for us to get that done.

You know, our military members out
there do a fantastic job for this coun-
try. It is unconscionable to even think
about them worrying about not getting
paid, or for folks downrange to be
thinking about what’s happening here
in Washington rather than being able
to focus on their mission downrange.
Folks, we need to get this done. Our
military families serve this Nation
with honor, with distinction, and with-
out question. And they are there per-
forming flawlessly. They don’t have to,
I think, be expected to have that un-
certainty about what’s going to happen
here in the future.

So | want to make sure that this bill
gets done and that we take away any
worry from our military families or
folks serving downrange. Our military
families need to be worrying about the
everyday necessities of life, and not
have to worry about getting paid and
to make sure they can meet those ne-
cessities. And our men and women
downrange need to be focusing on the
mission that they have at hand.

Just as Mr. CARTER said, our military
and their families have been to war
now for almost 10 years, some of them
on their fifth, sixth, and seventh de-
ployments. You know, we need to keep
in mind the sacrifices that those fami-
lies make and know the great job that
they are doing, the hard work that
they put forward. It’s time for us to
show the same resolve here and get
this budget done and make sure that
we without question assure that our
military families are paid, that our
men and women that serve downrange
get the respect that they deserve from
this body here in Congress.

So Mr. CARTER, | thank you for your
leadership. Mr. GOHMERT, | thank him
for his leadership in making sure that
this is first and foremost in our minds
about ensuring that our military gets
paid.

With that, Mr. CARTER, | yield back.

Mr. CARTER. And | thank you very
much for those comments. | want to
point out that | have here the Ensuring
Pay for Our Military Act of 2011. Mr.
GOHMERT is the cosponsor of this, along
with JAck KINGSTON. | was worried
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about LOUIE. He was here a minute ago.
He left. | am going to recognize KRISTI
NOEM to discuss with me, and | will
yield whatever time she needs, and
then we will get Mr. GOHMERT for a
minute and hear what he has to say.

Mrs. NOEM. | appreciate that, and
thank the gentleman for yielding to
me.

I am one of the new Members of Con-
gress that has first come here tonight,
this is the first opportunity | have had
to give a Special Order. And | cannot
think of a better reason to be here to-
night than to make sure that our mili-
tary men and women have the oppor-
tunity to receive pay for their hard
work and for their service to our coun-
try.

?/think it’s extremely important that
we focus on all of the important things
that this Congress is doing and the im-
portant things that this Republican
Conference in the House is doing, be-
cause we recognized that from the very
beginning we took every action pos-
sible to ensure that our military could
get paid. We started with our first bill
that addressed the spending problems
that this country has, H.R. 1. We
brought it to the House floor. We
changed the way that this House does
business by having an open process on
the House floor. Hundreds of amend-
ments were offered. And that bill en-
sured that paying our military was a
priority from us. It got the job done. It
did the work that the previous Con-
gress did not do.

The previous Congress did not choose
to make that a priority. They did not
choose to wrap up the business of fiscal
year 2011. They left that for us to do.
Then they left us in a big hole as far as
the debt that this country is accumu-
lating. We came in as the adults at the
table.

When our President talks about hav-
ing adult conversations addressing the
spending in this country and address-
ing the budget resolution that we need
to come to, the only ones who have
been doing that from the very begin-
ning have been the Republicans in the
House. We came with H.R. 1, with real
spending cuts that would put us on a
much better path, that funded our
military. Because we wanted to take
care of them. We recognized that their
families were at home while their
spouses and family members were at
war, and they were trying to make
ends meet while that was going on.

I will tell you that | feel that the
Democrats are holding our troops hos-
tage, that they truly are. Because they
choose to do that so they can spend
more money. They choose to hold them
hostage and their pay hostage because
they want to help this country accu-
mulate more debt. And it’s unaccept-
able. You know, we voted to fully fund
their pay, to fund our troops through
fiscal year 2011 through H.R. 1, and we
are still dedicated to that, and still
pursuing that because it’s a very high
priority for us.

I will tell you that the Department of
Defense is allowed to continue oper-
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ations without appropriations because
of its authority to protect the national
security. But | will also tell you the
military personnel are scheduled to re-
ceive their paychecks on April 15. Now,
if this government truly does shut
down, if it truly does shut down tomor-
row night, they will only receive 1
week’s pay instead of the 2 that they
are owed. And that is not right.

When you look at people who are at
war overseas, standing on that wall so
we can sleep safely in our beds at night
and we are telling them we are not
going to pay them for doing that, then
that is truly a travesty, and a travesty
that we should not allow to happen.
And if this shutdown were to continue
and to continue on and on and they
would not be paid, we cannot do that to
their families.

People talk about the debt that this
country accumulates. And they recog-
nize the fact that it is a big deficit,
that it continues to accumulate. The
way that | talk about it back home in
South Dakota is that months ago,
when | was making the analogy and
talking about the fact that our country
borrows 40 cents out of every dollar
that it spends, well just in the few
short months since | was talking about
that back in October and November,
now it’s we borrow 42 cents out of
every dollar. | used to tell my son you
owe $42,000. You are responsible for
that. That’s the amount of our Federal
debt that you are responsible for. Well,
just in a few short months now he is re-
sponsible for almost $46,000. You know,
that boy is 8 years old. That boy is 8
years old, and he owes that kind of
money because of the irresponsibility
of this government and because of the
irresponsibility of the previous Con-
gress and the Congresses before that
that did not get this spending under
control.

That’s what we are trying to address
today. And that’s why we are making
sure we are addressing the spending
cuts, we are being much more respon-
sible in what we are proposing, and we
are also making it a priority to make
sure that our military gets funded. You
know, | think that it is absolutely dis-
couraging to see that we are even hav-
ing to pursue the priority of funding
our military during these times, and
that it is being held hostage literally
through these discussions that have
gone on. It doesn’t seem reasonable or
fair to ask our military men and
women to have to worry about the
types of situations that they would be
put in.

Many of them live paycheck to pay-
check just like a lot of families are
during this recession in America right
now. They are having a tough time.
How do they make their car payment?
How do they make their housing pay-
ment? When they are out there stand-
ing and serving our country, we are
telling their families that we are put-
ting their ability to even pay their
bills in jeopardy.

Then you look at the situation that
we are accumulating more and more
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debt in this country. That is only going
to lead to higher inflation. It’s only
going to devalue the dollar. | was talk-
ing to someone last week about what
that really means. When you talk to
people on the street about what does it
mean when the dollar is devalued?
Well, what that means is that maybe
that loaf of bread that that military
wife needs to go buy next week when
she only has half of a paycheck, well,
someday instead of costing her $2 it
will cost her $4. Maybe it will cost her
$6.

So we are telling her not only are we
putting you in the situation where you
are going to be faced with high infla-
tion, that you are going to be faced
with a dollar that’s not worth as much
as it used to be because people in Wash-
ington, D.C. couldn’t have some dis-
cipline in their spending habits,
couldn’t make the tough decisions;
well, on top of all of that, then we are
going to keep your spouse’s pay. On top
of that we’re not going to pay him even
though he is risking his life for our
country. It absolutely is wrong. And it
absolutely needs to stop.

Mortgages don’t stop. Bills don’t
stop. Car payments don’t stop. How do
we expect these men and women to
continue paying for their everyday liv-
ing expenses when they have no pay-
check? In South Dakota we have an Air
Force base, Ellsworth Air Force Base.
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We have 1,000 civilians that work
there and over 3,000 military personnel.
Those people are extremely special to
me. Not all of them grew up in South
Dakota, but they are all living there in
South Dakota, and they are all serving
this country. And | think that a gov-
ernment shutdown not only affects
these individuals, but it also is going
to impact that local economy where
they are trying to raise their children
and raise their families.

Two Ellsworth Air Force Base B-1
bombers were recently involved in the
Libyan military strikes. Missions like
Odyssey Dawn are likely to continue
whether the government shuts down or
not. These missions are risky, they are
costly, they are vital for our national
security.

Doesn’t it seem unreasonable that
the Democrats here in Washington,
D.C., would put those servicemen and
-women in harm’s way to protect our
freedoms and then not compensate
them for the work that they have done
simply because they want to spend
more money and they want to put this
country further into debt?

These are all the reasons why | have
fought on every CR to make sure our
military men and women get paid, why
we are continuing to do that, and |
thank you for bringing this bill. It is
critical if for no other reason | have
had family members that have served,
I have had friends that have served,
friends that have been overseas and
have stood on that line so that we
could continue to live the kind of free-
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dom and have the kind of liberty that
we have in this country today.

But even if | didn’t, I am an Amer-
ican; and | recognize the importance of
having them there to protect us and to
protect our future, and I am grateful
every single day for the sacrifice and
service that they offer to us. It is com-
pletely inappropriate for us to play pol-
itics with military pay.

We owe these men and women at
least some financial stability in return
for all of their service that they pro-
vide to us, to our children and to our
country.

Mr. CARTER. Thank you, Congress-
woman.

I want to say that | agree with every-
thing you have to say. As you were
speaking, | was thinking our soldiers
are not asking for somebody to excuse
their mortgage, not asking for some-
body to come bail them out. They are
just asking to be paid for the dan-
gerous blood, sweat and tears work
that they are doing right as we speak
today.

Right now, somebody is being fired
on somewhere in the world in an Amer-
ican uniform. It’s a frightening thing
to think about, but it’s true, and they
just want to have the paycheck they
earned. And their families back home
want to be able to stay current on their
bills, and they are not asking for these
grandiose bailouts that this body has
become famous for. They are just say-
ing, give me my paycheck.

Now, this is not hard stuff. | want to
recognize my good friend from Texas,
Congressman GOHMERT. He was the au-

thor of this bill. I think we got it done
well.
Soldiers, might even be some of

mine, Fort Hood.

You started the ball rolling. We have
been talking about this for a long time.
If we are getting close to this deadline,
we have got to get the soldiers paid.

I want to recognize LOUIE GOHMERT,
who introduced this, along with JACK
KINGSTON. | joined with them on this.

Now our leadership is offering an al-
ternative submission, which would
fund the entire DOD, which is an even
better idea because of all the contract
authority and all the things that go on
that get hurt by not having an appro-
priations finished up with. And we are
hopeful, although we are hearing sig-
nals, that it’s going to be dead on ar-
rival, and they are not going to tell us
what they want us to do.

I will submit this to you, and then I
will let you comment, LouUIE, and that
is, | would submit, if anybody is shut-
ting down the government, it’s the
Democrats in the Senate, not the Re-
publicans in the House.

I yield to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT).

Mr. GOHMERT. Thank you.

Your comments also point to another
aspect, not only your caring about
America, caring about those that are
fighting for us and your desire to fight
for those here in Washington who are
fighting for us, but it also shows a
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great deal about your humility, be-
cause you and | both know you have
been working on this issue just every
bit as long and as hard as | have, and
yet you are giving JACK and me great
credit and | appreciate that.

But the truth is you have done every
bit as much work, perhaps more, as
JACK and | have and the cosponsors we
have here.

But, you know, things here in Wash-
ington obviously don’t get done in a
vacuum, and it means so much when
we have people like KRISTI, RoOB, NAN,
folks that are out here. We got over
100, I am not sure how many over 100
now, cosponsors on the bill. These are
people that want to make sure that the
military is not used as pawns in this
game.

A lot of us haven’t been thrilled
about the short-term CRs, but it does
point out one thing, that the leader-
ship of the Republicans in the House
are committed and have paid the price
of being criticized by people like me for
doing short-term CRs. They are so
committed to trying to do everything
they can, especially Speaker BOEHNER.
He has really gone as far as humanly
possible to do all that he could to avoid
a shutdown, making it clear he doesn’t
want that.

Some folks have been critical that he
needed to stand up and be ready to do
so. He has made it clear he doesn’t
want one; he doesn’t believe it’s good
for America.

And so | know my friend from Round
Rock, Texas, sitting in Georgetown as
a judge for so many years, often looked
at things like | do, as another former
district judge. You look at evidence to
bear things out.

Who is at fault? The American people
are going to be looking around. Who is
at fault?

Well, you look at what’s happened,
and the evidence is quite clear. You
have a group here, a majority in the
House that has done absolutely every-
thing possible to try to placate the
Senate.

We passed lots of bills, trying to get
the funding done. And why was that?
Well, the evidence is clear. The Demo-
cratic majority last year refused to do
what was required and pass a budget.
No budget passed, no appropriation to
fund things.

Why? You can only speculate about
that. It was an election year. Perhaps
there was concern that if people really
saw the total amount that they were
going to be appropriating in all these
areas that it might have even been
worse in the election in November.

The people saw through, and the ma-
jority switched here in the House. So
here we are with these bills that have
been filed, pushing another bill this
week here in the House. In response,
there has been nothing passed in the
Senate.

People that know the rules know
that the Senators, any one of them—
and of course it would have to be a
Democrat that would have any chance
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of getting something passed, because
the Democrats under HARRY REID are
in the majority, so a Democrat, any
Democrat down there, could take the
bill, the bills that we have done, the
CRs that we have done. They could
take those and do as they did in
ObamacCare.

You know, that was, boy, here again,
it’s the military.

The ObamacCare bill was a bill to as-
sist with a tax credit for first-time
homebuyers who were veterans. And
what did the Senate do with that bill?
Since it had to originate in the House
under the Constitution, they took it,
and in their bill they said they are tak-
ing the first-time homebuyer bill for
veterans, stripping out every word and
substituting, therefore, about 2,700 or
2,800 pages of their ObamacCare bill.

Well now, if they don’t agree with
what we have done, they could have
taken any one of these CRs that we
passed and said we don’t like it; it’s
dead on arrival. They could have taken
those, stripped out every word just like
they did for the veterans, to count
every word that helped the veterans
and substituted, therefor, their disas-
trous bill in ObamacCare.

They could have done that with their
own CR, what they were going to fund,
what they wanted to see happen. Not
one person down there in the majority
of the Senate has taken the leadership
to do that.

Some have said, well, why isn’t the
White House involved in what’s going
on in the Senate? Why aren’t they
showing some leadership down there?

| heard someone say, well, that’s the
White House. It’s a separate branch.

The Vice President of the country is
and has been the President of the Sen-
ate. He has not only a vested interest;
he is the presiding officer of the Sen-
ate.

We have heard over and over from
this President that JOE BIDEN is going
to make sure things are done right.
And yet what did he do when the going
got tough? Maybe he is tough because
he got going to Russia, and he dis-
appeared.

O 2010

When the going got tough for the
President, he went to Brazil and played
golf and then issued an order from
down in South America sending troops
into battle. And we had a former Presi-
dent Bush who quit playing golf. He
said it just didn’t feel right to know
our troops were in harm’s way and |
would be out on some golf course.

This President not only doesn’t have
a problem playing golf with people in
harm’s way, he takes time out of his
golf round to send more people into
Libya into harm’s way. And to be as-
sured today that, hey, we really are
going to get around to turning every-
thing over to NATO, and it won’t be
us—my friends, 65 percent of NATO is
American military. It’s not a lot of
comfort to me. But the least we could
do is to make sure that our military,
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and that includes Reserves, and so that
the military knows it includes all pay,
all allowances, you’re not going to
miss anything if the Senate will just do
right by them. We have a standalone
bill that could be passed in the next
day or two. It is House bill 1297. It
could be done.

But as my friend from Round Rock
has pointed out, our leadership, Speak-
er BOEHNER, has brought a CR for 1
week. He didn’t want to do that. We
know he didn’t. But he was concerned
about the military. And it funds all as-
pects of the military through the end
of the year. Then we have this fallback
bill that if the Senate is doing as
they’re indicating—oh, it’s dead on ar-
rival. We’re not even going to pick it
up and put our ideas and pass it
through the Senate—then obviously
the evidence is clear, Judge. It seems
to me the evidence is all in, and it’s
very clear: They want a shutdown.
They think they win politically by
forcing a shutdown and then blaming
the Republicans in the House. It’s not
only not the Republicans in the
House’s fault. It’s also clearly them
playing games with our military, with
the vital function in this country, and
it isn’t right.

I thank you for yielding. 1 do thank
you so much. I know we’ve got several
of our critical key sponsors here on the
House floor. And | am so grateful for
the leadership. We’re talking freshmen.
We’re talking people that haven’t been
here all that long, and yet they have
grabbed this issue and have shown such
leadership. 1 appreciate you so much.
Thank you, Judge.

Mr. CARTER. Reclaiming my time.
Let me point out, as Mr. GOHMERT said,
those of us who sat in a courtroom for
years, in my case almost 21 years, you
want to look at the evidence to see
what the evidence shows. And just very
quickly, the evidence shows first: How
do we get to a shutdown for failing to
fund the government? Well, you start
with last year when the Democrats
were in charge of the House, the Sen-
ate, and the Presidency. They passed
no budget and not one single appropria-
tions bill, although I’'m on the Appro-
priations Committee. They certainly
could have. They just chose not to.
They chose not to.

They chose the date that they would
have a CR go into the next term of
Congress when it had already lost and
knew how many of these wonderful
people were going to be here replacing
them the next time they showed up in
the House, so they put this thing all
the way to March, which they knew
was going to put us under a tremen-
dous amount of pressure to get some-
thing to do to fund the government.
And we made diligent attempts to fund
the government. And it didn’t even last
long enough for HARRY REID to say
‘“‘dead on arrival” when it got to the
Senate.

So let’s see. They didn’t do their job.
They didn’t do their budget. They set
up the CR deadline. We met the CR
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deadline with a way to fund the gov-
ernment for the rest of the year for all
departments. They rejected it out of
hand without even coming back with
any alternative of any substance. They
offered a $6 billion cut and spending as
usual under the Obama budget. And
then now we’ve given two extensions to
try to talk, and each time dead silence.
No comment. If there’s a comment, it’s
to the press. But to us, they’re treating
us like a stepchild. And then they’re
wanting to shut down the government
when we say, at least let’s protect our
soldiers. Let’s take care of our troops.

Before we’ve even got it over there
tomorrow, HARRY REID and the Presi-
dent have both made a statement to-
night. ““Dead on arrival,”” HARRY REID
says. The President says, ‘I will veto
it.”” He would veto funds—that’s what
he supposedly said in Georgia. Now |
may be out of school, | didn’t hear it,
but | was told he did, that he said, |
won’t accept what Mr. BOEHNER is
going to send to us. | will reject it.

That’s the bill that funds our troops.
I think we’ve got other great people.

Mr. GOHMERT. Judge, would you
yield for a question?

Mr. CARTER. Yes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Since we know it
would do no good for a Republican in
the Senate to take a CR and bring it to
the floor of the Senate, or file it, but
we also know that any Democrat in the
majority down there could do that and
at least try to get over some Demo-
crats, Judge CARTER, what does it tell
you that not a single person in the ma-
jority has bothered to usher forth and
file a CR of any kind to respond or to
take ours? modify it? What does it tell
you?

Mr. CARTER. It tells me that they
are marching in route step to the com-
mands of the majority leader, HARRY
REID. And unfortunately, we didn’t get
elected to march route step in that
fashion. We got elected, Senators in-
cluded, to make decisions that are good
for the American people.

ScoTtT, my friend from Virginia, |
will recognize you for the amount of
time you need. We have 9 minutes.

Mr. RIGELL. Thank you so much. |
appreciate the gentleman yielding,
Judge CARTER, for your leadership on
this topic and also Representatives
GOHMERT and KINGSTON for their lead-
ership on this.

I will say this: As the son of an Iwo
Jima veteran and as the proud father
of a third-generation marine, it is deep-
ly troubling to me that we are even
having to discuss how and if our men
and women in uniform are going to be
compensated.

A failure of leadership, Mr. Speaker,
has left us in this precarious position,
and it is deeply troubling to me that
we are having to address it tonight, the
confusion that’s out there. Just today,
the White House said that military per-
sonnel would not be paid.

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is failed lead-
ership. How could it possibly be that
the message from our Commander in
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Chief is that it’'s very likely if this
shutdown occurs that our men and
women in uniform would not be com-
pensated?

This week, a senior Department of
Defense official said that our troops
would be paid for a week but not for 2
weeks. Just yesterday, the Pentagon
spokesman said that the Department
had not issued any direction to the
services about implementing a shut-
down. And he really skirted the ques-
tion of how a shutdown would affect
the pay of our servicemembers.

Mr. Speaker, this lack of clarity is
not only unnecessary, it’s unconscion-
able. Brave men and women—Ameri-
cans—are around the globe, and they
are putting their lives at risk fighting
for our freedom and our way of life. |
just got back from a trip to Afghani-
stan, and it’'s just unbelievable to
think that a young corporal in
Helmand province would have to speak
or somehow communicate to his wife
about whether he is going to get paid
or not.

Our men and women in uniform de-
serve our unwavering support from this
Congress. If our military is not paid,
Mr. Speaker, | believe that Members of
Congress and the Commander in Chief
should not be paid, not one nickel. My
office gets calls every day from spouses
of our military. They are concerned
and understandably so.

Let’'s be clear on this, Mr. Speaker.
The genesis of this crisis that we’re in
is because the Democratic leadership
last year had the Presidency, had the
Senate and had the House, and failed to
pass a budget. Not only was this a fail-
ure in leadership; | truly believe it’s
nothing less than an abdication of the
responsibility that was entrusted to
them by the American people.

So here we are debating last year’s
budget. And as a result, we have this
climate of uncertainty. And as an en-
trepreneur, 1 know that it’s holding
back job creation. As a result, we are
operating under a continuing resolu-
tion which each and every service chief
has said is hurting the readiness of our
military.
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I truly believe we are a nation at se-
rious and increasing risk because of
our failure to manage our finances
properly. Indeed, that is why | ran for
this office. 1 am proud to be a Repub-
lican tonight because we have proposed
a path toward fiscal stability that
would keep the government open.

It has been pointed out, rightfully so,
the Senate has failed to move on that
proposal, preferring apparently to
allow the government to close and not
pay our men and women in uniform.
That is not acceptable. We must
achieve stability and funding. |1 stand
ready to work with any Member on the
opposite side of the aisle here, and |
know my colleagues do as well.

This is so important. We must do
what is right. The Senate must act. |
truly believe that the House has met
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its responsibilities, starting with H.R.
1. We have worked every day to resolve
this. We must pass a defense appropria-
tions bill for the sake of our troops and
our national security.

I encourage every American to let
their Senators and our President know
that they want our troops paid on
time. | thank the gentleman for this
time. | appreciate it.

Mr. CARTER. Reclaiming my time, |
now yield to the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. HAYWORTH).

Ms. HAYWORTH. | thank you for
your commitment and dedication. |
have the privilege of serving the 19th
Congressional District in New York,
and the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point is in my district. We have sent,
as we all know, thousands of young
men and women to join and to sustain
the long gray line. Their talents and
their commitment are made to our Na-
tion in order to defend us from threats
from without. We owe them that same
dedication and commitment and sac-
rifice and discipline here in the Con-
gress, in the House, and in the Senate.
And our President owes it to them and
to the children of America whose fu-
ture is at risk from within.

We were elected in that great wave in
November 2010 because the American
people told us we could no longer afford
to continue on a path of enormous defi-
cits and mounting debt. It is difficult
to do what we are called on to do, and
that presumably is why the Senate has
so resisted the lead that we have of-
fered them with the passage of a con-
tinuing resolution to compensate for a
budget that was never passed for this
fiscal year by the 111th Congress. It is
difficult to say no to certain types of
spending that have become the usual
mode of behavior by the Federal Gov-
ernment, but that is what we are called
on to do.

And what we do pales in comparison
with what the men and women who put
themselves in harm’s way around the
world must do every day. What they
sacrifice must be emulated by us in
this small way. We must join together
in the House, and we must be joined by
the Senate to pass this bill that will
fund our troops through the end of fis-
cal year 2011 and will allow us the time
that we need to bring everyone to-
gether, to bring the Senate and the
President on board so that they too
will have that discipline that they need
so that we can do what is right for
America’s future and so that we can
get on to thinking, as we must, about
the budget for 2012 and beyond.

I thank you, Judge CARTER, for your
leadership in ensuring that our troops
are properly cared for and for your
leadership in this enormous and crucial
fight for our Nation’s future.

Mr. CARTER. | don’t know how much
time is left, but | yield to my good
friend, the gentlewoman from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACK).

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, | stand
here tonight as a daughter, a wife, and
a mother of veterans; and | am an ar-
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dent supporter of our Nation’s mili-
tary. These brave men and women can
never be thanked enough for their serv-
ice to our country, and this Congress
must do everything that we can to
stand up for those who defend America.
That is why | urge my colleagues to
protect the military paychecks and to
ensure that if the government shut-
down were to occur, that the members
of our Armed Forces and their families
will receive their salaries on time.

This is not an issue that we can play
politics with, and my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle who seek to use
these paychecks of our military as part
of their plan to force a government
shutdown should absolutely be
ashamed of themselves. Military fami-
lies have already sacrificed so much for
this country. Back in Tennessee, there
are families who are worried right now
about whether their loved ones are safe
overseas in lraq and Afghanistan and
other places even around the country,
and they are praying for their safe re-
turn home. Those military families
should not, under any circumstances,
have to worry about when and where
the next paycheck is coming from.

Mr. CARTER. | apologize for the
short time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1363, DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE AND FURTHER ADDI-
TIONAL CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2011; AND
WAIVING REQUIREMENT OF
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIIl WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS

Ms. FOXX (during the Special Order
of Mr. CARTER), from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 112-56) on the resolution (H.
Res. 206) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1363) making appropria-
tions for the Department of Defense for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2011, and for other purposes; and
waiving a requirement of clause 6(a) of
rule XIIl with respect to consideration
of certain resolutions reported from
the Committee on Rules, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

————
THE DEFICIT AND JOBS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, we
intend tonight to talk about the def-
icit, solutions to the deficit, where it
came from and what can be done about
it in the context of creating jobs here
in America. But before we get into
that, we just heard a whole hour of
talk that really is based upon a falla-
cious foundation, that is, it is just not
correct.
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