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high school in 1948. Later, she got mar-
ried and she settled in Bloomington, 
Minnesota, which at that time was a 
growing suburb of Minneapolis, where 
she raised six daughters before begin-
ning her long career in public service. 

Arlene’s big heart and humble de-
meanor immediately endeared her to 
new friends. She makes a point to be a 
community leader not only through 
the duties of her position but by being 
present at sporting events, plays, pep 
fests, musicals, concerts, and cere-
monies celebrating the young people of 
Bloomington. She not only advocates 
for Bloomington’s students on the 
board, she encourages them personally 
every chance she gets. 

She understands that children need 
not only financial and operational sup-
port in their education; she exemplifies 
a leader who invests in their interests, 
recognizes their achievements, and 
comforts them in times of adversity. 

Arlene’s milestone isn’t one that can 
be measured in the number of hours 
logged in meetings or the number of 
terms that she’s served but rather in 
the lives of the thousands, the literally 
thousands of students that have bene-
fited from her commitment to edu-
cation. 

Over the years, the name ‘‘Arlene 
Bush’’ has become synonymous with 
education among the generations of 
Bloomington students whose lives have 
been enriched through her many years 
of service. She’s a pillar of the commu-
nity whose presence on the school 
board has absolutely provided a steady 
hand as times have changed. 

As a father with four daughters in 
public schools myself, it is reassuring 
to know there are dedicated public 
servants like Arlene out there working 
to give our children the best education 
possible. And like Arlene, these unsung 
heroes don’t do it for the glory or ad-
miration. They do it simply because 
they share a common desire to better 
our community. 

And these kind souls prove that you 
don’t have to be a congressman or a 
senator to change the world or touch 
someone’s life. Inside all of us is the 
ability to contribute to the public good 
and to make the world a better place 
for future generations. 

When asked recently to look back on 
her many years of service on the school 
board, Arlene replied in very true Min-
nesota fashion. She wasn’t boastful or 
proud but rather humbled. She said 
that she was thankful for the oppor-
tunity to serve. 

Mr. Speaker, as I close, I just want to 
take the time to let Arlene know that 
we, too, are thankful—thankful for her 
desire to serve. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. FLEMING) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FLEMING addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

VACATING 5–MINUTE SPECIAL 
ORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the ordering of a 5-minute 
Special Order in favor of the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. DOLD) is vacated. 

There was no objection. 
f 

SERVING NORTH CHICAGO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DOLD) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
tremendous honor, excitement, and hu-
mility that I rise to the floor of this 
great Chamber to represent the aspira-
tions and hardworking values of Illi-
nois’ 10th Congressional District—Chi-
cago’s north and northwest suburbs. 

Let me begin by expressing our 
thoughts and prayers remain with Con-
gresswoman GIFFORDS as she undergoes 
her recovery. My heart goes out to her 
and her family, along with the other 
families whose lives have been changed 
by this tragedy in Tucson on January 
8. 

Tonight I am here to continue the 
tradition of this congressional seat by 
delivering a speech that lays out how I 
intend to legislate and explains the 
manner in which I will work with my 
colleagues to move this country for-
ward. 

Over the past 18 months, I have trav-
eled all over our great district trying 
to ask people what keeps them up at 
night. Stretching from Wilmette to 
Waukegan, Libertyville to Glenview, 
Highland Park to Palatine, I am fortu-
nate to represent a congressional dis-
trict that encompasses a diverse com-
munity that asks its political leaders 
to tackle a wide-ranging ambitious 
agenda. And from all conversations I’ve 
had at train stations and town centers, 
at countless small businesses, in diners 
and in town hall meetings, there is one 
thing I know: the 112th Congress must 
focus on jobs and the economy, on rein-
ing in the out-of-control spending here 
in Washington, and to make sure that 
our country remains safe and free. 

Beyond talking with members of my 
community, I also took the time to 
study the heritage of the congressional 
seat representing the people of north-
ern Cook and eastern Lake Counties. 
Beginning with our first representa-
tive, John McLean, upon Illinois’ 
founding, statehood in 1818, ours is an 
area that has always demanded a high 
standard of leadership, a commitment 
to local issues, and yet an eye towards 
American leadership in the world. 

Our community is bound by deep- 
rooted characteristics—namely, a de-
sire for pragmatic, effective leadership; 
vigorous independence; and the ability 
to work with the other side of the aisle 
in a civilized and bipartisan manner. 
These are the virtues that I pledge to 
continue in Congress as I begin my 
service to the people of the 10th Con-
gressional District. 

In looking at the work of my prede-
cessors, I have come across a number of 
individuals who served our area in the 
highest tradition of public service with 
the commitment to the greater good. 
Tonight, I would like to take a mo-
ment to speak about a few of them. 

The first woman to represent north-
eastern Illinois in Congress did so with 
remarkable distinction, skill, and ef-
fectiveness. Marguerite Stitt Church 
took to Congress in 1949, succeeding 
her late husband, Congressman Ralph 
Church. She served until 1962 pro-
moting fiscal restraint, equal pay for 
women, and civil rights initiatives. She 
held a healthy disdain for extravagant 
Federal spending, which we can all cer-
tainly appreciate today. And fore-
shadowing the men who would follow 
her, Marguerite Church encouraged 
democratic reforms abroad from her 
position on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mrs. Church retired in 1963 only to be 
succeeded in the 88th Congress by a 
man who also took to the causes of fis-
cal conservatism and American leader-
ship in the world: Donald Rumsfeld. 
The people of northeastern Illinois 
elected Secretary Rumsfeld—a fellow 
New Trier High School graduate—to 
Congress at the young age of 30. From 
1963 to 1969, he served our area with 
great distinction. He had a spot on the 
Joint Economic Committee, and during 
perhaps the most critical time in the 
development of our space program, he 
sat on the House Committee on Science 
and Aeronautics. As many know, his 
tenure in Congress was just the begin-
ning of a long career in public service. 

Ten years later saw the beginning of 
another incredible career devoted to 
public service. For 21 years, John Por-
ter served the people of the 10th dis-
trict. In that time, he made his great 
mark both at home and abroad. Serv-
ing on the Appropriations Committee 
and as the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, John 
Porter achieved a record of tremendous 
legislative success. Reflecting on the 
values of his district, he advocated for 
scientific funding and advancements in 
health care research, displayed a com-
mitment to the environment, cham-
pioned a strong respect for the tax-
payer, and set a standard for high qual-
ity constituent service. 

John Porter also recorded impressive 
accomplishments in the area of foreign 
policy. After a trip to the Soviet 
Union, he founded the Congressional 
Human Rights Caucus. This led him to 
help free refuseniks in Russia, fight for 
the rights of North Korean refugees, 
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and work for religious freedom in 
China. I am honored and fortunate to 
have Congressman Porter’s support and 
valuable mentorship as I begin my ca-
reer in this body. 

b 2000 

For the past decade, and following in 
Congressman Porter’s footsteps, the 
people of the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict have been tremendously fortunate 
to enjoy the representation of MARK 
KIRK. In Congress, MARK KIRK set the 
standard for thoughtful, independent 
leadership. And his centrist prag-
matism mirrored the values of our dis-
trict. His success is no secret to me or 
anyone who followed his career. MARK 
KIRK worked tirelessly in all areas of 
our district. 

The Illinois 10th Congressional Dis-
trict is a unique area that demands 
sensible, independent leadership. Con-
gressman KIRK knew the people, he 
knew their concerns; and perhaps most 
importantly, he knew how to translate 
that into action and legislative suc-
cesses. To look at his record of accom-
plishments in the areas of foreign pol-
icy, defense, environmental protection, 
human rights, transportation, and on 
the economy is to see a Representative 
who knows what his constituents value 
most. His record as a fiscal conserv-
ative and a social moderate, his desire 
to reach across the aisle in search of 
the best ideas, these are the qualities 
that I hope to carry forward as I begin 
my career in public service to the peo-
ple of the 10th District. 

I am honored and fortunate to call 
now-Senator KIRK a close friend, a val-
ued mentor. We are comforted by the 
fact that Senator KIRK continues to 
represent the State of Illinois, and all 
Americans, in the United States Sen-
ate. And the communities of northern 
Cook and eastern Lake Counties are 
privileged to share his talents with the 
rest of the State and the country. 

Like Congressman Porter and Con-
gressman KIRK, I too will represent our 
independent-minded congressional dis-
trict by working in a bipartisan fash-
ion, by listening to all people for the 
best ideas, and by governing in a prag-
matic, sensible manner. The American 
people demand solutions, and I will al-
ways remember that all of us are here 
to improve the lives of all Americans. 

While we can and should disagree at 
times, I am committed to the prin-
ciples of open debate, the free exchange 
of ideas, and to charitably interpreting 
and considering other positions, all 
with a common objective: improving 
the lives of America. To that end, I will 
be the strong and independent fiscal 
conservative and social moderate that 
I believe matches our community’s val-
ues, as so accurately and valuably rep-
resented before me by Congressman 
Porter and Congressman KIRK. 

I ran for Congress because I wanted 
to get this Nation back to work. To 
me, that centers on three things: jobs 
and jump-starting the economy, rein-
ing in the out-of-control spending here 

in Washington, and making sure that 
our country remains safe and free. Our 
first priority in this Congress must be 
to help ensure that the best conditions 
exist to create good jobs, high-paying 
and secure jobs for all people across 
this country, and to preserve those 
that already exist. It’s jobs, first and 
foremost. 

As I have so often been reminded, the 
unemployment rate nationally is 9.4 
percent. In Illinois, it’s even higher. 
And in certain communities within the 
10th District, the unemployment rate 
is higher than 20 percent. To me, this is 
simply unacceptable, which is why I 
will highlight, strengthen, and support 
those local institutions that provide 
critical job-skills training to the un-
employed. 

On a more fundamental level, how-
ever, we need laser-like focus on job 
creation. This means establishing cer-
tainty across America for employers, 
keeping taxes low, maintaining vig-
orous oversight on Federal regulations, 
and expanding opportunities so that 
businessmen and -women can do what 
they were meant to do: to innovate, to 
prosper, to grow, to invest, and to hire. 

We need to ensure that the Federal 
Government is not making it more dif-
ficult and more costly for businesses to 
put the key in the door and open up 
their businesses each and every day. As 
a small business owner myself, I am 
here as part of a wave of people who 
know firsthand what it takes to run a 
company, to meet a payroll and to 
meet a budget, and to create jobs. This 
is not theory, but rather this is a com-
monsense, proven, practical approach 
which will guide my philosophies in 
this Congress. This is a great American 
priority, and we must get it right. 

Next, we must tackle Federal spend-
ing and get it under control, to get our 
fiscal house in order. There can be no 
greater example as to the urgency of 
this matter than what happened in my 
home State of Illinois this last week. 
During the final hours of the State’s 
legislative session last Wednesday, Illi-
nois State lawmakers passed a massive 
State income tax increase to make up 
for the State’s rampant, unchecked 
spending. 

With a 66 percent increase in per-
sonal income tax rates, and corporate 
income tax rates also rising dramati-
cally, families and businesses in Illi-
nois are being punished because the 
politicians cannot control themselves 
and the spending. This acts as a huge 
additional burden, with no meaningful 
State commitment to cut spending. 
This is devastating for job creation in 
a State that so desperately needs it. 
We need to encourage job creation, and 
this will only increase the trend of em-
ployers not hiring, laying off, and po-
tentially even leaving the State. 

I will work hard to make sure that 
the 10th District, American families, 
and businesses are not put in a similar 
position, crippling themselves here at 
the Federal level. And that work be-
gins immediately. 

Tomorrow afternoon, this House will 
vote on health care reform, an area 
where I think last year we missed a 
golden opportunity. Last year’s health 
care overhaul addressed access to in-
surance, but it failed to address cost or 
quality of health care. Earlier today, I 
held an event in my district in Vernon 
Hills to highlight yet one small, very 
small, section in this legislation, one 
that will have a devastating impact on 
businesses, the new 1099 rules. This pro-
vision will unfairly burden small busi-
nesses with mounds of paperwork and 
compliance fees and will certainly 
hinder the economy at the worst pos-
sible time. 

Fortunately, I believe that most in 
this body see the wisdom in correcting 
this terrible legislative mistake. I am 
proud to be a cosponsor of this bill to 
repeal these unworkable and unneces-
sary and unproductive 1099 rules. I look 
forward to working with both Repub-
licans and Democrats to keep this leg-
islation simple, and to pass it as soon 
as possible. 

Now, when we look at health care, 
there are certainly some good aspects 
of this law. The coverage of preexisting 
conditions, for one, should be strongly 
considered. Going forward, there is also 
keeping children on your insurance 
until they are 26. But there’s a lot, 
plenty that needs to be corrected. And 
we need to put a better system in 
place. I firmly believe that affordable 
and accessible health care is a vital 
issue, and we need to make sure that it 
is available to all Americans; but we 
need to be talking about meaningful 
malpractice reform, interstate com-
petition, consumer-driven care, and tax 
breaks for individuals to purchase in-
surance on their own, just like busi-
nesses have today. 

The American people deserved better. 
They deserve health care reform that 
passes the House with broad bipartisan 
support. One of the reasons for the 
major flaws in this health care law is 
that broad bipartisan cooperation did 
not happen. Rather, the law grew out 
of a closed legislative process, where 
some of the best ideas to lower costs 
and to raise quality were ignored. We 
cannot afford another missed oppor-
tunity. As such, I invite all Members of 
this Congress, Republicans and Demo-
crats, to reach across party lines so 
that we can produce the best bill with 
the best ideas for the American public. 

In that spirit, it is my intent to in-
troduce a practical and centrist alter-
native to the current health care law. 
This plan will reduce health care costs 
and expand insurance coverage without 
raising taxes and will guarantee that 
the government does not come between 
a decision you make with your doctor. 
It will address malpractice reform and 
allow any individual who finds a plan 
that better suits them anywhere in our 
Nation to be able to purchase it. It is 
critical that we move forward in this 
area of health care reform so that we 
can have the best system possible, one 
that works for all Americans. 
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This is a sentiment that I have con-
sistently heard in communities all 
across the 10th District. 

Another concern I hear all over our 
district, and a major priority of mine, 
is to keep our Nation safe and free. The 
10th District is fortunate to have a tra-
dition of congressional leadership on 
national defense and foreign affairs, 
and I look forward to stepping forward 
in this area. 

I will always be focused on keeping 
our Nation strong and free, and it will 
be an honor to work to support the in-
credible men and women who wear our 
Nation’s uniform and service. 

On a more local level, I will be an ad-
vocate for our veterans as they return 
home and become acquainted with the 
beautiful Captain James A. Lovell Fed-
eral Health Care Center in north Chi-
cago. This is the first fully integrated 
Federal health care center between the 
VA and the Department of Defense, and 
we owe a tremendous debt of gratitude 
to Senators KIRK and DURBIN, along 
with many others, for bringing it to 
our community. This facility shows 
our commitment to those who serve, 
but it is also a reminder of the sacrifice 
required to protect American freedoms. 

Currently, I believe Iran’s pursuit of 
a nuclear weapon to be the biggest 
threat to our national security and to 
our democratic allies abroad. The sanc-
tions that Congress passed last year 
are clearly having an impact on the 
Iranian regime, but I believe that we 
cannot rest until the Iranian nuclear 
threat is affirmatively and effectively 
dismantled. I pledge to aggressively 
monitor developments in this area and 
search for ways in which I can help in 
Congress, because a nuclear-armed Iran 
is simply unacceptable. 

In my mind, one of the best ways to 
combat this Iranian threat is a strong 
U.S.-Israel relationship. I traveled to 
Israel this past year in order to see 
firsthand the security challenges the 
United States and Israel currently face 
together in the Middle East. As such, I 
fully understand why a strong U.S.- 
Israel relationship is critical for the 
United States, and I look forward to 
using my voice here in Congress to con-
tinue to advocate for its strengthening. 

Finally, I would like to turn to two 
areas that are particularly important 
to me and to the people of my district, 
education and the environment. 

I believe that education is the build-
ing block for the prosperous America of 
tomorrow. We must encourage schools 
to prepare our students for success in 
the jobs our modern economy demands, 
and I am confident in the ability of our 
local school districts to prepare our 
students appropriately. I do believe a 
one-size-fits-all model stymies innova-
tion in education. Accordingly, we 
must give more authority and control 
to local school districts. 

However, we must not allow un-
funded Federal mandates and programs 
to get in the way of our local school 
districts providing high-quality edu-
cation. 

As a scout, a Boy Scout and now a 
scout master, I was taught by my scout 
masters Lee Getchow, Charlie Barnes 
and Artie Bergman to love the out-
doors and nature. 

In northeastern Illinois we are fortu-
nate to be stewards of one of the great-
est natural resources in the world, 
Lake Michigan. With 26 miles of Lake 
Michigan shoreline, the 10th Congres-
sional District enjoys tremendous ben-
efits from its precious resource. We 
have an important obligation to pre-
serve and protect this great natural re-
source that is vital to the 10th District 
and to the entire United States. From 
drinking water to recreational oppor-
tunities, I will work diligently to pro-
tect the lake to improve her water 
quality. 

I will also work with local, State and 
Federal parties to clean up Waukegan 
Harbor and de-list this wonderful re-
source as an area of environmental 
concern once and for all. 

Focusing on jobs and the economy, 
reining in Federal spending, and keep-
ing our Nation safe and free and work-
ing to strengthen our Nation’s health 
care system, our education system and 
our environment, these are major legis-
lative goals for the 112th Congress. And 
in the tradition of those who have 
served the people of Chicago’s north 
and northwest suburbs before me, I 
look to be a voice of pragmatic, cen-
trist ideas, someone who listens to all 
people on both sides of the aisle and 
looks for ways that we can work to-
gether to best serve the American peo-
ple. 

As a fiscal conservative and a social 
moderate, I am a firm believer in 
smaller government. This will guide 
my service in this House. I have some 
very large shoes to fill; but it is my 
promise that I will represent this office 
with dignity, distinction, honor and, 
above all, integrity. 

I thank the people of the 10th Dis-
trict of Illinois for the opportunity to 
serve them. I will never forget why I 
am here or who I am here to represent. 

f 

HONORING SARGENT SHRIVER 
AND HEALTH CARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, 
thank you for this opportunity to dis-
cuss health care this evening. 

But before I get to health care, I was 
notified early this afternoon that a 
unique, iconic American had died 
today; Sargent Shriver is no longer 
with us. 

This individual has had an impact on 
America and the world around us that 
will last for centuries. He literally cre-
ated the United States Peace Corps. 
The idea was developed by him and his 
brother-in-law, JFK, and put into ef-
fect in the first year of the Jack Ken-
nedy administration. 

Thousands, indeed over nearly 200,000 
Americans, have joined the Peace 
Corps in the ensuing years. For my 
wife and I, it changed our life; it 
changed the path upon which we have 
traveled. We were the third iteration of 
the Peace Corps back in the 1960s. We 
were sent to Ethiopia. We served in a 
village out in the boondocks of south-
western Ethiopia, and it put in place in 
our lives the vision that we could and 
should continue to serve. 

We are not alone. Thousands upon 
thousands of Americans, those that 
were in the Peace Corps and those that 
were affected by the Peace Corps here 
in this Nation, found that same mis-
sion of being a life of service. 

In the 1990s, Sargent Shriver re-
turned once again to assist the Peace 
Corps as the Clinton administration 
undertook the rebuilding and expan-
sion of the Peace Corps. My wife was 
then working at the Peace Corps as the 
associate director, and together they 
and the other staff opened the Peace 
Corps to the former Soviet Union na-
tions, Eastern Europe and beyond and 
also to South Africa. It was a period of 
growth, and once again it was a period 
in which the Shriver enthusiasm and 
the Shriver determination to reach out 
to everyone in this world so that they 
could have a better life created these 
opportunities. 

We mourn his passage. Our prayers 
go out to his family and to remind all 
of us that we too in any way possible 
should be serving our fellow man. 

Sergeant Shriver, we miss you and 
we know that America and millions of 
people around the world that were af-
fected by your programs will miss you 
also. 

Let me now turn to another issue 
that affects every American, their well 
being, their lives, their ability to get 
the care that they need when they have 
health care problems. 

On this floor today we began the de-
bate of the repeal of the Affordable 
Health Care Act, an extraordinary law 
that will affect each and every one of 
us in this Nation; and as it affects us, 
it will also affect people around the 
world because this law will help Amer-
ica finally join the other industrialized 
nations in the world and provide health 
care to all of our people, not just those 
who are fortunate enough to be em-
ployed by an employer who has found 
it useful, wise or even correct to pro-
vide health care for their employees, 
but for those individuals that are not 
so fortunate to be with an employer 
that does not provide health care, and 
for those who are unemployed. 

This is an extremely important de-
bate going on here on the floor of the 
House. It’s a debate about all of our 
lives. 

It was estimated before this law went 
into effect that some 30,000 to 40,000 
Americans every year lost their lives 
because they did not have health care. 
It was too late for them to get their 
blood pressure under control. It was 
too late for them to deal with their di-
abetic situation or their cancer had 
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