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and their health insurance coverage. 
It’s very interesting. 

What he says is, starting with people 
who are age 55 and younger, there 
would be no traditional Medicare. 
That’s a pretty radical departure. But 
he says don’t worry. What we will do, 
what in the Republican vision we will 
do, is the government will take money 
and it will give it to private health in-
surance companies. Seniors would be 
forced to go to those private health in-
surance companies and buy a policy 
from them, and it would be offset by 
the amount of money that the Federal 
Government gave to the private health 
insurance industry. And market dis-
cipline would prevail in the PAUL RYAN 
view of the world. Isn’t that a wonder-
ful thing? 

Well, guess what? We’ve got that 
today. We have an unregulated health 
insurance industry in this country ex-
empt from anti-trust law, unlike any 
other business in America. And over 
the last 10 years, premiums for people 
who buy health insurance have doubled 
in my State, pretty much the same all 
around the country. Some places more 
than doubled, other places a little bit 
less. But that’s over 10 years. 

But in PAUL RYAN’s view of the 
world, that’s a success. Why is it a suc-
cess? Well, because insurance company 
profits are up very dramatically. So 
what if people are paying twice as 
much for their policies and they have 
more and more exclusions every year? 

There’s another little problem with 
his proposal. Other than the fact that 
this is not a competitive industry, they 
are allowed to collude, red-line people. 
They are allowed to get together and 
collude and drive up prices. They are 
allowed to get together and collude and 
decide which States they will go into 
or get out of to help their sister and 
brother companies make more profits. 
He would do nothing about that. That 
system would continue. 

Then there’s the little problem that 
he would repeal so-called ObamaCare. 
Well, one of the things I think most 
Americans liked about that legislation 
was it prohibits insurance companies 
from refusing to sell you a policy be-
cause you were sick once. That’s called 
a preexisting condition. It also pro-
hibits insurance companies from tak-
ing away your policy the day you get 
sick, something called a recision. 

In PAUL RYAN’s world, those things 
are back, preexisting condition exclu-
sions. 

Guess what. Aging is a preexisting 
condition. Go out today, if you’re 55 
years old and you’ve been sick once in 
your life, and try to buy at any reason-
able price a private health insurance 
policy. In PAUL RYAN’s world, market 
discipline will take care of that. No. 

What he’s doing is a massive shifting 
of costs onto seniors, the kind of thing 
that drove seniors into bankruptcy 
back in the 1950s and 1960s and had 
their poverty rate at 20 percent. That’s 
why we adopted Medicare in this coun-
try, so that seniors wouldn’t be driven 
out of their homes and into bankruptcy 
in their later years when most people 

require more health care. In PAUL 
RYAN’s world, the heck with that. 

In fact, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice—which some days he likes when 
they give him answers he likes, and 
some days he doesn’t like when they 
give him answers he doesn’t like, but 
it’s an impartial group, bipartisan 
group, and at this point controlled by 
the Republicans—has said that under 
PAUL RYAN’s world, seniors, instead of 
paying 25 percent of the costs of their 
health care, which they do today and 
they would in the future if we continue 
Medicare, will pay 68 percent of the 
costs of their health care. 

Now, how many people, how many 
seniors in this country—other than the 
people he pals around with on Wall 
Street and at the country club—but 
other than them, how many of them 
can afford to pay 68 percent of their 
health care costs? What middle class 
American can afford that in retirement 
no matter how prudent they’ve been 
their whole life, no matter how much 
money they’ve saved in their whole 
life? Very, very, very few. 

So we have here a plan to enrich the 
private health insurance industry, 
allow them to return to all of their bad 
old ways—recisions, pre-existing condi-
tion exclusions and all of that—so that 
the government can give them money. 
And he says this will save the govern-
ment a lot of money. Well, it might, 
but it’s going to kill a lot of seniors or 
drive them into bankruptcy, just like 
the days before we had Medicare. 

If one looks at the other Republican 
creation of the last decade, Medicare 
Part D—you know, that thing where we 
helped seniors with their pharma-
ceutical costs, with their drug prescrip-
tions—that wasn’t done through Medi-
care; it was done through the private 
insurance industry. It cost three-quar-
ters of a trillion dollars, $650 billion— 
650 thousand million dollars—over 10 
years. Borrowed money. That’s PAUL 
RYAN’s world. Give all the money to 
the insurance companies. 

Good work, PAUL. 
f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 50 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
Bishop Henry Fernandez, The Faith 

Center, Sunrise, Florida, offered the 
following prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for 
this day, for truly this is the day that 
the Lord has made, and we will rejoice 
and be glad in it. 

I pray that our government will seek 
Your divine will in the affairs of this 
great Nation, the United States of 
America. I ask for Your lead in every-
thing this 112th Congress will work on. 
Give them wisdom to make the right 
decisions that will cause all of us to be 
progressive and successful. 

May each Member of this House re-
member the words spoken by Paul: 
‘‘Let no one seek his own good, but the 
good of his neighbor.’’ 

Bless them and their families with 
good health and long life. 

And let Your peace rest upon them 
and this great Nation, as we continue 
to live out the words written over the 
chair of the Speaker of the House: ‘‘In 
God we trust.’’ 

In Jesus’ name, amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-

woman from Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. HARTZLER led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING BISHOP HENRY 
FERNANDEZ 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
HASTINGS) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 

Speaker, it is with great privilege that 
I welcome my dear friend, Bishop 
Henry Fernandez, as our guest chaplain 
for today’s opening prayer. 

He is an anointed speaker, educator, 
accomplished author, and entre-
preneur. Henry B. Fernandez answered 
the call of God on his life in 1985 and 
later became an ordained minister in 
1988. 

In July 1991, Bishop Fernandez began 
to demonstrate his faith in God and a 
commitment to ‘‘walk by faith’’ in 
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every area of life when, along with his 
wife, Carol, he founded the Plantation 
Worship Center in the cafeteria of a 
local elementary school in south Flor-
ida with only 11 members. Now known 
as The Faith Center Ministries, the 
church makes its home in the former 
Sunrise Theater, where its more than 
8,000 members embrace a mission of 
‘‘Reaching the World for Jesus.’’ 

Bishop Fernandez is an amazing in-
spirational speaker, author, commu-
nity servant, and business person 
whose work continues to manifest the 
freedom of worship enjoyed across our 
Nation. Through his work, he has en-
couraged us all to exercise faith and 
live victoriously. 

He and his wife, Carol, have two sons, 
Seion-Zane and Elijah-Zane. 

I am truly honored to welcome my 
friend and inspirational leader, Bishop 
Henry Fernandez. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Michigan). The Chair will 
entertain up to 15 further requests for 
1-minute speeches from each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

PAY OUR TROOPS; DON’T SHUT 
DOWN GOVERNMENT 

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of men and women 
in uniform who won’t get paid if Sen-
ator HARRY REID continues to refuse to 
pass the continuing resolution and 
shuts down the government later this 
week. They deserve better. 

We have warriors fighting on our be-
half in two theatres, bravely standing 
strong for our ideals of freedom and 
liberty. Meanwhile at home, their fam-
ilies are sacrificing too. Spouses are 
bravely running the household and 
being both mom and dad to their chil-
dren. 

While they are fighting for us, the 
Senate and the President are AWOL, 
doing nothing to make sure our sol-
diers are getting paid, even as the 
President takes us into a third war. In 
fact, they’re actively promoting a 
shutdown because they believe it will 
benefit them politically. 

I say, shame on them. 
The House has proposed a CR which 

funds the Defense Department for the 
rest of the year, ensuring our men and 
women in uniform and their families 
receive their well-deserved paychecks 
and our country is defended. 

We need to pass this bill and move 
forward and stop playing politics. Our 
military deserves nothing less. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, we 
are 1 day closer to a government shut-
down, and the Republican leadership 
continues their obstinate crusade 
against everyday Americans. 

If their insistence on draconian cuts 
and their blind allegiance to a govern-
ment shutdown weren’t bad enough, 
their 2012 budget decimates SNAP and 
Medicaid, food and health care assist-
ance programs for the most vulnerable 
people in America. 

Republicans continue their efforts to 
balance the budget on the backs of the 
poor, and we must not stand for that. 

But Americans from all walks of life 
are saying enough. Over 23,000 people— 
members of churches, mosques, and 
synagogues; union members and white 
collar workers; clergy and lay people— 
are fasting in opposition to the draco-
nian Republican budget cuts. 

Democrats stand with those fasting 
in opposition to cuts to programs that 
make up the circle of protection, the 
programs that protect the hungry and 
the most vulnerable both here at home 
and around the world. We can and we 
should and we must do better. 

I urge my Republican colleagues, 
stop your assault on the poor. Stop 
your assault against the poor. 

You could read more about their ef-
forts at www.hungerfast.org. 

f 

b 1210 

LEGAL AUTHORITY FOR WAR IN 
THE NAME OF HUMANITY? 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
the United States is engaged in a new 
concept of war. No longer will the 
United States go to war only when it is 
in our national security interest. The 
Obama Doctrine is ‘‘war in the name of 
humanity.’’ 

Secretary Gates said military inter-
vention in Libya is not necessary for 
our national interest. So now we drop 
bombs in countries when we self-right-
eously decide the ruler is mean to his 
people. Is this a lawful reason, a legal 
reason for war in Libya? 

My concern is that the Constitution 
does not give the President unilateral 
authority to commit our military to 
foreign entanglements in the vague 
philosophy of humanity. There has 
been no prior consulting and consent of 
Congress. The War Powers Act only 
gives the President authority to enter 
into war without consulting Congress 
when a national emergency is created 
by an attack on the United States, its 
territories or possessions, or its Armed 
Forces. 

There is no such national emergency. 
So what is the legal authority for mili-
tary intervention in Libya? We need 
some answers. Are you in, Mr. Presi-
dent? And that’s just the way it is. 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, we stand 
today on the verge of a government 
shutdown. Without quick action, we 
will leave our seniors, our veterans, 
and vulnerable Americans everywhere 
out in the cold. But instead of working 
on a compromise, I state, Republicans 
have introduced a budget that will dev-
astate seniors while protecting tax 
breaks for the richest. 

Under the Republican budget, seniors 
in my district would lose their guaran-
teed benefit under Medicare and face 
devastating cuts to Medicaid benefits 
for nursing home care, which now pays 
over 48 million elderly and disabled 
Americans. 

Seniors live on a fixed income. I 
state, seniors live on a fixed income. 
They cannot afford to pay more for 
health care or see cuts in their Social 
Security or have their Medicare 
privatized. We must not cut their bene-
fits in order to protect and enlarge tax 
breaks for the rich and for companies 
that ship jobs overseas or for the oil in-
dustry. 

We must control our deficit. It is 
wrong to balance the budget on the 
backs of American seniors. This is not 
about power; it’s about what’s good for 
the American people. 

f 

SAN RAMON VALLEY HIGH 
SCHOOL 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the importance of 
improving our Nation’s schools. I re-
cently visited the San Ramon Valley 
High School and heard from many stu-
dents on this important issue. I told 
the students then and there that I 
would bring their message back to 
Washington, D.C., and share it in our 
Nation’s Capital. 

Today’s young people face an increas-
ingly competitive world, and their edu-
cation is the foundation of our coun-
try’s economic success. The students at 
San Ramon Valley High School shared 
with me the importance of high quality 
education and teaching young people 
not only how to take a test, but also 
how to apply their skills in real life sit-
uations. 

The students also asked that when 
Congress makes decisions about the 
Federal budget, that funding for 
schools and education should be a top 
priority. After all, investing in the edu-
cation of our young people is an invest-
ment in our future. 

I urge my colleagues to listen to the 
thoughts and ideas of the students at 
San Ramon Valley High School and the 
young people throughout our country. 
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