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THE RESTORING ECONOMIC
CERTAINTY ACT

(Mr. RIBBLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RIBBLE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 1281, the Re-
storing Economic Certainty Act of
2011. This bill places a 24-month mora-
torium on the majority of new regula-
tions promulgated by agencies, giving
small businesses the certainty required
to create jobs. The goal of this bill is to
provide confidence to small businesses,
which create the overwhelming major-
ity of jobs in America. I am calling on
Congress to enact a regulatory cooling
off period. Let’s give America’s small
businesses a chance to catch their
breath from the over 23,000 rules and
tens of thousands of pages of regula-
tions that have been enacted since 2004.

As a business owner myself, I have
seen firsthand the harmful impact that
government regulations and uncer-
tainty can have on job creation. Job
creators have to know that they won’t
be punished by unelected Federal bu-
reaucrats with additional rules, regula-
tions, and redtape. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of H.R.
1281 today. Let’s send job creators a
clear signal that we are not going to
allow government to be an impediment
to business growth.

———

HOW SOON WE FORGET

(Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, how soon we forget. During
the last congressional session, then-Mi-
nority Leader BOEHNER called deem-
and-pass bills ‘‘a scheme and a plot,”
one that he has employed immediately
upon assuming the Speakership.

It’s doubly ironic because this par-
ticular deem-and-pass bill is blatantly
unconstitutional, as it eliminates the
Senate and President from the legisla-
tive process. Article I, section 7, clause
2 of the Constitution reads, ‘‘Every bill
which shall have passed the House of
Representatives and the Senate, shall,
before it become a law, be presented to
the President of the United States; If
he approve he shall sign it; but if not,
he shall returnit. . .”

This deem-and-pass spending bill
would eliminate the inconvenience of
the United States Senate passing or
the President signing H.R. 1, the rad-
ical Republican proposals to eliminate
700,000 to 900,000 jobs. Whether or not
Republicans ram it down our throats
today is probably irrelevant since it is
clearly unconstitutional, but we should
vote it down as a matter of constitu-
tional principle.

e ——
CONSERVATIVES WON THE
ELECTION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, Democrats in the
Senate should work with the Repub-
licans to act on the continuing resolu-
tion. House Republicans successfully
passed a bill over 40 days ago, and Sen-
ate Democrats have still not acted.
Liberals in the Senate claim to have a
plan of their own. Rather than voting
on this plan, Senate Democrats have
resorted to petty political gamesman-
ship.

Conservatives won the election in
November. The American people spoke
clearly, they want to put a halt to
reckless spending. This is the conserv-
ative position in Congress. Any com-
promise should incorporate views of
the American people. The Tea Party
has made a difference. While liberals
are encouraging a government shut-
down, conservatives in Congress have
passed a bill that would avoid this
event. Leaders are expected to make
tough decisions in difficult times. Con-
tinuing with one-line gimmicks to
curry political favor is another polit-
ical ploy in Washington that shows lib-
erals are just out of touch with Amer-
ica. The American people know that
reckless borrowing is a threat to Amer-
ican families. Young people know that
debts are being passed to them.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

——————

PARTISAN EXTREMISM REACHES
A NEW LOW

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I rise this morning in objection to
the Republican leadership’s blatant
disregard for the Constitution.

Republicans’ partisan extremism
reached a new low this week with the
willingness to ignore some of the most
basic fundamentals of our Constitu-
tion. They have come up with a scheme
called ‘‘deem and pass.”” I am outraged
that the Republicans could believe that
their job-killing budget could become
law with just the approval of the House
of Representatives. Every American
should be offended by such an extreme,
reckless, and clearly unconstitutional
scheme.

Madam Speaker, Americans want
Congress to move beyond the partisan
extremism and political theater. It is
time to negotiate a budget in good
faith that invests in our future, pro-
tects our families, and helps move
America toward greater economic re-
covery and prosperity.

————
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HONORING THE LIFELONG
ACHIEVEMENTS OF FOUR NAVAL
ACADEMY GRADUATES

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1

April 1, 2011

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Madam Speaker, this past
Friday I had the privilege to attend a
ceremony before 4,000 Midshipmen at
Annapolis honoring four distinguished
graduates of the Naval Academy for
their lifelong achievements and dedica-
tion to the United States Navy, Marine
Corps and, indeed, to our Nation.

Dr. Bradford Parkinson, class of 1957,
dedicated his life and effort to develop
the Global Positioning System.

Lieutenant General Matthew Cooper,
class of 1958, served two tours in Viet-
nam as a Commander in the Marine
Corps Ground Reserve in Operation
Desert Shield and Desert Storm, and
turned around the Toys for Tots Foun-
dation.

Mr. Corbin McNeill, class of 1962,
served for over 20 years in the sub-
marine service, and later became the
chairman and co-CEO of Exelon Cor-
poration, headquartered in Illinois.

The fourth honoree holds a special
place in my heart and in the heart of
my family, Rear Admiral Robert Harp-
er Shumaker, class of 1956, my Uncle
Bob.

Madam Speaker, upon graduation
from the Naval Academy, my uncle at-
tended flight school and began his serv-
ice in the United States Navy. On Feb-
ruary 11, 1965, flying his F-8 Crusader,
he was shot down over North Vietnam
and was taken prisoner by the North
Vietnamese. For over 8 years he was
held prisoner, many of those years in
the Hanoi Hilton, a name which he ac-
tually dubbed that prison camp.

Madam Speaker, my Uncle Bob has
always served as an inspiration to me
and to countless others. I was honored
to see this special award bestowed upon
him this past week, and I want to take
this time to thank him and his fellow
award recipients for their service not
only to the Naval Academy and the
Marine Corps but to our Nation.

———

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

(Mr. BARROW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARROW. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to encourage the President and
leaders of the House and Senate to
work together to craft a long-term
spending plan to prevent a government
shutdown and get our Nation’s finances
back on track.

No business can thrive without a sta-
ble, long-term financial plan. The Fed-
eral Government can’t either. The un-
certainty we’re operating under is cost-
ly to taxpayers, and it threatens the
health of both the public and the pri-
vate sectors.

As I travel around my district, I hear
time and again from constituents who
are tired of the heated political rhet-
oric. We can cater to political extremes
or we can work together to resolve
pressing issues.

Let’s move beyond the weekly bat-
tles on discretionary spending and
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start an adult conversation about the
real structural issues that plague our
Nation’s fiscal health.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF LIEUTEN-
ANT GENERAL SELMON WIL-
LARD “JIM” WELLS

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of one of Amer-
ica’s great military heroes, Lieutenant
General Selmon Willard Wells, or Jim
as he was known to his family.

General Wells passed away in Decem-
ber at the age of 94 after a lifetime of
distinguished service to his country.
Today, his friends, family, and loved
ones will gather to celebrate his amaz-
ing life in a special service near his
home in California. Among those will
be his children, three grandchildren,
and six great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, there’s no way I could
do justice to all the achievements of
this amazing man in the time I have
here.

Jim first earned his wings in 1941 and
went on to log over 12,000 hours of fly-
ing time as a command pilot, with over
700 hours of combat time. He flew hun-
dreds of missions during three wars—
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam—and
has been honored with almost every
medal imaginable.

After commanding forces all over the
world, he culminated his military ca-
reer as an inspector general of the Air
Force here in Washington.

Today, I would like to join with my
colleagues here in the U.S. House of
Representatives to express to Jim’s
family and loved ones our heartfelt
sympathy on his loss and our sincere
gratitude for his service to the Nation
he loved.

Mr. Speaker, during his service
today, it was the hope of many that
General Wells would be honored by a
military flyover. I am disappointed to
say that the Air Force was unable to
accommodate this wish, but I know
there’s no military airman in America
who does not join us in honoring the
memory of this hero. And if anyone
would understand the logistical chal-
lenges of command, it would be Jim.

———

A PENDING GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, well, here
we go again. We’'re 1 week away from a
government shutdown. I, for one, wish
we could focus on creating jobs and
growing the economy. But, instead, the
majority can’t even agree on how to
keep the doors open.

In fact, unwilling to compromise and
unable to break free of the clutches of
the tea party, they have tried a stunt
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that is beyond belief. It’s altogether
fitting that we are debating this absurd
measure today on April Fool’s Day.
Why? Because after reading the Con-
stitution on the floor of this body just
weeks ago, they are ignoring our
founding document, mocking its prin-
ciples, and attempting to circumvent
222 years of history.

What do they want to do? Say that
any bill, any bill that passes this House
is good enough. No need for the Senate
or President. It should just become
law, like magic.

This country was founded on checks
and balances and limited government.
Instead of desperate attempts to ram
through job-destroying legislation to
appease the extreme wing of their
party, perhaps the majority in this
House could try negotiating in good
faith with the Senate and our Presi-
dent to keep the lights on. After all,
that’s the least the American public
expects of their elected officials.

———
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1265, GOVERNMENT

SHUTDOWN PREVENTION ACT OF
2011

Mr. WOODALL. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 194 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 194

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 1255) to prevent a
shutdown of the government of the United
States, and for other purposes. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. The bill shall be considered as read.
All points of order against provisions in the
bill are waived. The previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the bill to final
passage without intervening motion except:
(1) one hour of debate equally divided and
controlled by the Majority Leader and Mi-
nority Leader or their respective designees;
and (2) one motion to recommit.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, I
raise a point of order against H. Res.
194 because the resolution violates sec-
tion 426(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act.

The resolution contains a waiver of
all points of order against consider-
ation of the bill, which includes a waiv-
er of section 425 of the Congressional
Budget Act, which causes a violation of
section 426(a).

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The gentleman from Min-
nesota makes a point of order that the
resolution violates section 426(a) of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

The gentleman has met the threshold
burden and the gentleman from Min-
nesota and a Member opposed each will
control 10 minutes of debate on the
question of consideration. Following
debate, the Chair will put the question
of consideration as the statutory
means of disposing of the point of
order.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, I
raise this point of order, not nec-
essarily out of concern for unmet, un-
funded mandates, although there are
likely many in this bill; I raise the
point of order because it’s the only ve-
hicle we’ve got to actually talk about
this rule and this bill and how we’re
being denied the ability to actually
offer the amendments that we would
like to to illuminate what’s actually in
this bill.

Republicans are playing partisan po-
litical games with America’s future,
America’s seniors, and Americans vet-
erans with the following: with Amer-
ica’s government.

Since taking control of Congress over
13 weeks ago, Republicans have failed
to introduce a single bill, not one sin-
gle bill to create one single job. In-
stead, the Republican majority has
hatched an unconstitutional scheme to
fire nearly 1 million Americans and
foreclose on the middle class.

Madam Speaker, I think it’s ironic
that today is April Fool’s Day, because
the Republican majority is playing an
April Fool’s joke on the American peo-
ple. This unconstitutional Washington
“tricknology’ and ‘‘trickeration’ re-
flected in the underlying bill would de-
stroy at least 700,000 jobs according to
the Economic Policy Institute, Mark
Zandi, chief economist at Moody’s Eco-
nomics, and even Goldman Sachs.

Let’s be clear. The underlying bill of
which Mr. WOODALL is a cosponsor im-
plies that the Senate has passed a bill
which has already failed there. It as-
sumes or deems that the President has
signed a bill which he threatened to
veto.
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April Fool’s, America. There is no
Senate or Office of the Presidency
today under the Republican majority
bill. The Republican spending bill
badly damages our fragile economic re-
covery, according to 300 economists of
all political stripes, and threatens to
send us spiraling into another Repub-
lican recession. And as we have heard
earlier this week, the Republican an-
swer to 14 million Americans who lost
their jobs and can’t find new ones is:
Stop talking about jobs.

At this time, I would like to ask the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
WOODALL) a simple question: How
many jobs does this bill create?

Mr. WOODALL. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. ELLISON. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia.

Mr. WOODALL. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. I would be happy
to answer that question.

By eliminating the crushing Federal
deficit that we have today? By taking
the first steps we have seen in a gen-
eration to take the government out of
the capital market and put the private
sector back in?

Mr. ELLISON. Reclaiming my time, I
do appreciate the gentleman’s decision
not to answer my question.
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