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is liberty there? No, there is Com-
munism. America and Congress, where
are you?

Next up, free trade extremists want
us to pass more of the same, more of
the same failed approach, by adding
Korea. In the first month of this year
alone, America already had racked up a
$1 billion trade deficit with South
Korea, and that market restricts our
goods already. There is no real reci-
procity. We will be lucky if we can sell
75,000 cars there under this proposed
agreement. That is not going to hap-
pen, because it is not guaranteed in the
agreement, yet Korea already sells
nearly half a million cars here. How is
this fair? How is it reciprocal? How
does it hold a promise of balance, not
deficit?

Then there is the potential for an-
other trade agreement with Panama.
The GAO has identified Panama as a
major haven for tax avoidance. In fact,
Panama is one of the most popular des-
tinations for multinational firms to
create subsidiaries, many of which
exist only to help them avoid paying
their fair share of taxes here in our
country. Why further empty out our
country? Why do we do this?

Finally, there is Colombia; Colombia,
the most dangerous country in the
world if you care about labor rights.
Since the 1990s, over 2,000 trade union-
ists have been assassinated in Colom-
bia, and in the vast majority of cases
there has been no justice for the vic-
tims and their families. How can Amer-
ica reward this? Why should Americans
lose more of their jobs for this?

When America’s trade agreements
have failed so vastly and cost us mil-
lions of jobs, and we haven’t had bal-
anced trade accounts in over a quarter
century and our standard of living is
headed down, we simply can’t afford
any more of these losing trade agree-
ments. We ought to go back and re-
negotiate the ones that aren’t working
for us now. It is time for a new trade
model for our country that benefits our
workers and our communities for a
change. America simply can’t afford
another NAFTA that is called Korea.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 45
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Charles Jackson, Sr.,
Brookland Baptist Church, West Co-
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lumbia, South Carolina, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Eternal God, our Heavenly Father, to
whom the earth belongs, the fullness
thereof, the world and those who dwell
therein. We humbly approach Your
throne of grace with hearts filled with
gratitude and spirits given to praise.
How thankful we are to You for Your
unconditional love and how You have
demonstrated Your love with compas-
sion, care, and concern for all man-
kind.

Thank You for our President, Sen-
ators, Congresspersons, and all other
officials of our Nation. Be pleased, dear
Lord, to favor them with good health
and strength, wisdom, and spiritual re-
sources to lead our country in a man-
ner that is pleasing and acceptable in
Your sight. We pray that You will keep
our great Nation under Your holy pro-
tection. May we govern in the spirit of
the prophet Micah, who said to do just-
ly, love mercy, and walk humbly with
You.

Tis Your servant’s prayer in the
name of Jesus, the Christ. Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. COFFMAN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

REVEREND DR. CHARLES
JACKSON, SR.

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it is an honor today, one of
the greatest honors I have had in Con-
gress, to welcome Pastor Charles Jack-
son, Sr., of Brookland Baptist Church,
West Columbia, Lexington County,
South Carolina.

Pastor Jackson is a longtime family
friend of our whole family. He actually
began preaching at age 9. He was li-
censed at age 10. He was ordained at
age 12. He became pastor of the church
at age 18. And now, he is the longest
serving pastor in the Midlands of South
Carolina, 40 years of service.

He has built a church from nearly 60
members to 7,819 members. And we are
so grateful for his success. In fact, two
of his members are active members and
serve in the district office of the Sec-
ond District of South Carolina: Earl
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Brown, a former deacon of the church,
is our deputy director, and special as-
sistant is Beverly Carter. So we truly
identify.

There are now 65 ministries in this
church; the sanctuary, 2,300 seating. He
provides a credit union, a banquet fa-
cility, a foundation. It really serves the
people of the Midlands of South Caro-
lina. I am grateful to be here with my
colleague, Congressman JIM CLYBURN,
who also knows what an extraordinary
person Pastor Jackson is.

He is also a successful family man.
His wife, Robin, is here. As first lady of
the church, she is a beloved person in
our community. Additionally, their son
Charles is pastor of the New Laurel
Street Baptist Church, and we are very
grateful. His daughter Candace is a
graduate of Duke Law School and is a
member of one of the most prominent
law firms of South Carolina, Nelson,
Mullins, Riley & Scarborough. Also,
four grandchildren: Kayla, Charles III,
Caleb, and Carter.

It is my honor to be here with Pastor
Charles Jackson and thank him for giv-
ing our prayer today.

———
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WELCOMING REVEREND DR.
CHARLES JACKSON, SR.

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to take just a moment to associate
myself with the remarks we just heard
from Congressman JOE WILSON and to
welcome my longtime friend, Reverend
Charles Jackson, who when we meet in
the barber shop I usually call him a lit-
tle something different.

I want to thank him so much for giv-
ing us the invocation here today and
let him know how much I appreciate
his long friendship and that of his fam-
ily as well. I look forward to seeing you
at Toliver’s in a couple of days.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WESTMORELAND). The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

——————

THE SOUTHERN BORDERLANDS
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS ACT

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for-
eign invaders are threatening the peo-
ple who feed America. Recently, I was
invited to the Arizona border by Con-
gresswoman GABBY GIFFORDS’ office. I
met with border ranchers who live in
fear each day because they don’t know
who or what is lurking on their land.
They communicate with each other
over radios.
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In this remote area many times cell
phones do not work. So, today I am fil-
ing legislation that is the idea of Ms.
GIFFORDS. This bill is in memory of
Robert Krentz, the Arizona rancher
who was murdered by an illegal on his
own property one year ago. Mr. Krentz
is a former rancher whose family still
lives in Arizona. News reports indicate
Mr. Krentz was in a cell phone ‘‘dead
zone’’ when he was murdered, and this
bill will provide people in remote areas
on the dangerous border area with cell
phone service to call for help.

If the Federal Government is going
to refuse to protect its citizens, the
least it can do is allow the people the
resources to protect themselves.

And that’s just the way it is.

THE OBAMA ENERGY PLAN

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
President Obama yesterday outlined
four areas to curb foreign oil depend-
ence: domestic production, natural gas
vehicles, car fuel efficiency, and better
use of biofuels. He could have added a
fifth element, his administration’s own
Sustainable Communities Partnership
between EPA, the Department of
Transportation and HUD that has
helped communities large and small
provide families transportation and
housing choices which conserve oil
without sacrificing economic growth.
This combination of smart transpor-
tation alternatives, land use and design
keeps communities resilient and re-
duces the impact of high gas prices.

With only 2 percent of the world’s oil
reserves, America will never drill its
way to energy independence as long as
we continue to consume more than 20
percent of the world’s oil. The only real
way to gain independence from oil
price shocks is to give families inde-
pendence from oil.

——————

TRIBUTE TO LANCE CORPORAL
CHRISTOPHER S. MEIS, USMC

(Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, there are many heroes from
Colorado who have fought and continue
to fight the global war on terror.
Today, I pay tribute to one hero in par-
ticular, Marine Lance Corporal Chris-
topher Steele Meis.

Lance Corporal Meis of Bennett, Col-
orado, enlisted in the Marine Corps fol-
lowing his graduation from Bennett
High School. He was deployed in Janu-
ary 2011 to Afghanistan in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom and
served with his brothers of Second Bat-
talion, Eighth Marines, at the tip of
the spear in Helmand province. On
March 17, his unit came under fire and
he gave his life fighting the Taliban.

Steele comes from a family with a
long tradition of military service to
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our Nation. He was proud to be an
American and from an early age he
wanted to serve his country as a Ma-
rine. He chose to become a Marine be-
cause, in his words, ‘‘they are the
best.”” He had the reputation of a
stand-up guy who loved his family and
his country. Like a good Marine, he
was also known to be the man up front,
the man leading the way.

Lance Corporal Christopher Steele
Meis is a shining example of the United
States Marine Corps’ service and sac-
rifice. As a Marine Corps combat vet-
eran, my deepest sympathies go out to
his family, his fellow Marines, and to
all who knew him.

————
APRIL FOOL’S DAY LEGISLATION

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, article I,
section 7.2 of the Constitution says
that both Houses, this House and the
Senate, must pass a bill identical and
the President must sign it before it be-
comes a law.

Now, wait. The Republicans have a
bill, we are going to take it up tomor-
row, H.R. 1255, that deems that a bill
that only has passed the House of Rep-
resentatives, H.R. 1, has become law.
Now, what happened to the fact that
we were going to have to prove the con-
stitutionality of every bill that came
before the House? This blatantly vio-
lates the Constitution.

I was totally outraged, outraged,
when I saw this. But then I realized,
guess what? What is tomorrow? April
Fool’s Day. Hey, guys, you got me.
Congratulations. Happy April Fool’s
Day. What are we really going to be
doing tomorrow?

———————

CONGRATULATING THE GEORGE
WASHINGTON PATRIOTS

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-

marks.)
Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the George

Washington Patriots for winning the
West Virginia Class AAA boys basket-
ball championship. The third-seeded
Patriots defeated top-seeded Wheeling
Park 55-54 to take home the State
title. This was a special win for Coach
Rick Greene, as he was part of the
team that gave the school its first bas-
ketball championship 40 years ago.

In a close, intense game, the two
teams battled to the end. In the final
seconds, George Washington was lead-
ing 55-52 when Wheeling Park hit what
looked to be a three-pointer. However,
a review of the shot showed that it was
only a two-pointer and George Wash-
ington won. Quite a finish.

Having two boys who grew up playing
basketball in West Virginia for Coach
Greene, I have seen both the faces of
elation and anguish. A game as com-
petitive and well-fought as this shows
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the heart and dedication these young
men and their coaches put in all season
to get to this game. I want to con-
gratulate both teams for tremendous
seasons and for giving us such a memo-
rable game.

Congrats to Gee-Dub.

———

CONGRATULATING COACH BOB
HURLEY, JR.

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Coach Bob Hurley of
Jersey City, New Jersey. Some may
know Coach Hurley as the third high
school career basketball coach to be in-
ducted into the Basketball Hall of
Fame.

Some may know that despite limited
resources and no gym facility at St.
Anthony High School in Jersey City,
New Jersey, he recently led St. An-
thony High School’s basketball team
to their 24th State championship and
fourth national title, and has led the
team to over 1,000 wins.

However, the more important num-
bers are those that show the impact he
has had on his players. In his nearly 40-
year career, only two of his players
have not attended college, and of those
graduates, over 200 young men have
continued to play basketball and 150
have received college scholarships.

Coach Hurley sees the potential in
his players, even when they don’t see it
themselves. He is an inspiration to
young men, a true role model, and a fa-
ther figure to many.

I congratulate Coach Hurley, his
players, and St. Anthony High School
on their recent national title and wish
them well and much success in the fu-
ture.

————
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ESSENTIAL AIR SERVICE FUNDING

(Mr. MCKINLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. McKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, this
week, the House will consider the fate
of crucial funding for commercial
flights to and from airports in Morgan-
town, Clarksburg, and Parkersburg in
my home State of West Virginia. West
Virginia is a rural State without major
population centers, and its employers
need and deserve an adequate transpor-
tation infrastructure. Access to air
transportation is essential to achieving
economic growth. The I-79 corridor, for
instance, has a large presence of Fed-
eral, defense, and high-tech workers, in
part because of daily flights to and
from Washington, D.C. North Central
West Virginia Airport in Bridgeport ac-
counted for 2,372 jobs and $395 million
in economic impact in 2008.

Cutting spending is necessary to
bring down the deficit and create cer-
tainty for job creators. But our local
airports are part of what provides cer-
tainty for area businesses. Let’s make
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