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administrator, yet the Republicans think they
know better, or at least want the public to
think so.

Well | live in a place with very high GHG
emissions from both our oil refinery and public
utility and we are seeing increases in asthma
and the severity of it, even deaths, as well as
of certain cancers. They cannot tell my con-
stituents that those gases are not harming our
health. My constituents and | believe all Amer-
icans want them regulated, we want to be
healthy and we want our children’s health to
be protected. These gases must be regulated
for the benefit of this and future generations.

The gases are clearly linked to respiratory
and other diseases. All who study the impact
of global temperature rise, using sound
science, predict not only an increase in res-
piratory diseases but also heart disease and
others.

This legislation is not the only attack on reg-
ulations that seek to reduce negative impacts
on our health or slow down climate change
and prevent us from starting the new green
revolution that will create jobs and revitalize
communities and our economy. All of the Re-
publican CRs include cuts that would hinder
EPA from implementing regulations that pro-
tect our health. We must not make cuts that
destroy our ability to protect our health and
our environment

Without a doubt, the only ones to benefit
from H.R. 910 and the Republican cuts will be
those who already benefit—Wall Street oil
speculators and big oil allies here in Con-
gress. As the President said recently, “We've
got to work together to secure America’s en-
ergy future.” H.R. 910 is not a step in the right
direction. This is nothing more than polluted
politics. The American people deserve better.
Let's save American jobs, invest in the green
economy and ensure a clean—not dirty future
for the children of tomorrow.

———

H.R. 471, D.C. SCHOOL VOUCHER
BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. CHU) for 5 minutes.

Ms. CHU. Yesterday, House leader-
ship pushed through H.R. 471. I voted
“no’” because it does nothing to create
jobs, hurts public education, and adds
to the national deficit.

We have been back to work in the
House for 13 weeks, and for 13 straight
weeks the Republican majority has
done nothing to create jobs. They
haven’t even put a single jobs bill on
the House floor. In fact, their proposed
spending bill actually costs America
700,000 jobs.

Now, Speaker BOEHNER has brought
his own pet project bill to the House
floor that imposes his desire to pri-
vatize public education in the District
of Columbia, and he doesn’t even rep-
resent the District. This bill would re-
authorize the failed Washington, D.C.,
private school voucher program and
open it to new students, funneling mil-
lions in new Federal spending to pri-
vate schools at taxpayer expense. And
yet, for the last 5 years, the voucher
program has proven to be flawed and
ineffective.

The voucher program has not been
successful in raising student academic
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achievement. It has had no impact on
student motivation and engagement.
The program has had no effect on stu-
dent satisfaction with their schools or
on whether students view their schools
as safe and orderly. And voucher stu-
dents were less likely to have access to
important services, such as programs
for English language learners, pro-
grams for students with learning prob-
lems, counseling, and tutoring. Vouch-
ers are an experiment that has been
tried and has failed.

This anti-education bill comes at a
time when the Republican leadership is
proposing drastic reductions in Federal
spending, including a House-passed bill
slashing billions from core education
programs. Vouchers are not real edu-
cation reform. They don’t solve prob-
lems. They ignore them.

Rather than offering an empty prom-
ise for a few, we should be ensuring
that every child has access to a great
public school. And instead of taking
money out of public schools for private
schools, Congress should be investing
in strategies to improve school
achievement. Our focus should be on
strategies proven to increase student
achievement, such as increasing paren-
tal involvement, strengthening teacher
training, and reducing class size. And
our goal should be to prepare all stu-
dents for the jobs of the future, not to
allow a few students and parents to
choose a private school at taxpayer ex-
pense.

When public schools are struggling
and teachers are being laid off, the last
thing we need is to spend scarce tax-
payer funds on private schools. And
that’s exactly what this legislation
will do. Speaker BOEHNER’s bill will in-
crease the deficit by $300 million, $300
million that could go towards making
sure America’s public school students
and public school teachers have the re-
sources they need to succeed. Speaker
BOEHNER’s bill offers no offsets. It is an
ideological effort to recreate a program
that was ended years ago because it did
not work.

It is time for Republicans to stop
playing political games with our public
education and America’s economic fu-
ture. And so I ask my colleagues across
the aisle to join with Democrats to re-
duce the deficit, protect our public
schools, create jobs, and strengthen the
middle class.

——————

THE PENDING FREE TRADE
AGREEMENTS WITH KOREA, PAN-
AMA, AND COLOMBIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, let
me ask Congress, where are you?

America’s trade policy is operating
as if we were still in the last century
instead of the 21st. Time and again,
this Congress keeps failing to grasp re-
ality and learn from past failures. In-
stead, Congress keeps doing more of
the same failed approach.
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Now, this administration has pledged
to soon submit another so-called free
trade agreement, this time with Korea.
There are even some in Congress who
are demanding the President attach
no-win agreements to Panama and Co-
lombia at the same time. All of these
agreements fail to put America in a po-
sition to win economically by creating
jobs here in our country.
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I want to remind my colleagues that
these agreements are nothing more
than expansions of the same failed
trade policies established by NAFTA.
Think about China too. Ever since
those two agreements were signed, we
have never had a single balanced trade
agreement with those countries. These
same approaches racked up another
half-trillion-dollar trade deficit last
year alone and all the lost jobs across
our country that were outsourced as a
result.

I can assure you that our trade defi-
cits are not getting any better as a re-
sult. Year after year, the numbers tell
the same story: More job loss resulting
from unbalanced trade agreements.
America needs reciprocity and balance
and equal access to foreign markets,
not surrender. Haven’t the working
people of America paid a high enough
price yet with the diminishment of
their livelihoods, loss of home values,
uprooting of their families, outsourc-
ing of their jobs, collapsed school sys-
tems, and constant worry about a more
secure future? This is a fight about
who is taking away those economic op-
portunities drop by drop here at home
and how we stop the hemorrhage.

More extremist free trade agree-
ments have given us the kind of world
we inherited after NAFTA. They told
us it would create millions of jobs. In-
stead, we have seen the manufacturing
sector decimated with over 8 million
lost jobs. Estimates on the number of
jobs lost directly just due to NAFTA
with Mexico and Canada are in the mil-
lions. Over a third of all manufacturing
jobs in the United States have dis-
appeared and been outsourced since its
passage.

Our trade deficit with Mexico last
year alone was over $66 billion in the
red. That means hundreds of thousands
of pink slips in our country. And for
what? The Mexican people live in
greater misery, while their wealthy
have become even wealthier since
NAFTA’s passage. This is not a recipe
for continental stability.

When Most Favored Nation status for
China was rammed through here at the
end of the 1990s, proponents said it
would create jobs across our country.
Since then, America has amassed a $2
trillion cumulative trade deficit with
China—trillion—and hundreds of thou-
sands more pink slips in our country,
including in the so-called green energy
sector, and more loss of production
here as China demands businesses set
up shop there to do business at all and
then gives vast tax holidays. And there
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is liberty there? No, there is Com-
munism. America and Congress, where
are you?

Next up, free trade extremists want
us to pass more of the same, more of
the same failed approach, by adding
Korea. In the first month of this year
alone, America already had racked up a
$1 billion trade deficit with South
Korea, and that market restricts our
goods already. There is no real reci-
procity. We will be lucky if we can sell
75,000 cars there under this proposed
agreement. That is not going to hap-
pen, because it is not guaranteed in the
agreement, yet Korea already sells
nearly half a million cars here. How is
this fair? How is it reciprocal? How
does it hold a promise of balance, not
deficit?

Then there is the potential for an-
other trade agreement with Panama.
The GAO has identified Panama as a
major haven for tax avoidance. In fact,
Panama is one of the most popular des-
tinations for multinational firms to
create subsidiaries, many of which
exist only to help them avoid paying
their fair share of taxes here in our
country. Why further empty out our
country? Why do we do this?

Finally, there is Colombia; Colombia,
the most dangerous country in the
world if you care about labor rights.
Since the 1990s, over 2,000 trade union-
ists have been assassinated in Colom-
bia, and in the vast majority of cases
there has been no justice for the vic-
tims and their families. How can Amer-
ica reward this? Why should Americans
lose more of their jobs for this?

When America’s trade agreements
have failed so vastly and cost us mil-
lions of jobs, and we haven’t had bal-
anced trade accounts in over a quarter
century and our standard of living is
headed down, we simply can’t afford
any more of these losing trade agree-
ments. We ought to go back and re-
negotiate the ones that aren’t working
for us now. It is time for a new trade
model for our country that benefits our
workers and our communities for a
change. America simply can’t afford
another NAFTA that is called Korea.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 45
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Charles Jackson, Sr.,
Brookland Baptist Church, West Co-
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lumbia, South Carolina, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Eternal God, our Heavenly Father, to
whom the earth belongs, the fullness
thereof, the world and those who dwell
therein. We humbly approach Your
throne of grace with hearts filled with
gratitude and spirits given to praise.
How thankful we are to You for Your
unconditional love and how You have
demonstrated Your love with compas-
sion, care, and concern for all man-
kind.

Thank You for our President, Sen-
ators, Congresspersons, and all other
officials of our Nation. Be pleased, dear
Lord, to favor them with good health
and strength, wisdom, and spiritual re-
sources to lead our country in a man-
ner that is pleasing and acceptable in
Your sight. We pray that You will keep
our great Nation under Your holy pro-
tection. May we govern in the spirit of
the prophet Micah, who said to do just-
ly, love mercy, and walk humbly with
You.

Tis Your servant’s prayer in the
name of Jesus, the Christ. Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. COFFMAN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

REVEREND DR. CHARLES
JACKSON, SR.

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it is an honor today, one of
the greatest honors I have had in Con-
gress, to welcome Pastor Charles Jack-
son, Sr., of Brookland Baptist Church,
West Columbia, Lexington County,
South Carolina.

Pastor Jackson is a longtime family
friend of our whole family. He actually
began preaching at age 9. He was li-
censed at age 10. He was ordained at
age 12. He became pastor of the church
at age 18. And now, he is the longest
serving pastor in the Midlands of South
Carolina, 40 years of service.

He has built a church from nearly 60
members to 7,819 members. And we are
so grateful for his success. In fact, two
of his members are active members and
serve in the district office of the Sec-
ond District of South Carolina: Earl
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Brown, a former deacon of the church,
is our deputy director, and special as-
sistant is Beverly Carter. So we truly
identify.

There are now 65 ministries in this
church; the sanctuary, 2,300 seating. He
provides a credit union, a banquet fa-
cility, a foundation. It really serves the
people of the Midlands of South Caro-
lina. I am grateful to be here with my
colleague, Congressman JIM CLYBURN,
who also knows what an extraordinary
person Pastor Jackson is.

He is also a successful family man.
His wife, Robin, is here. As first lady of
the church, she is a beloved person in
our community. Additionally, their son
Charles is pastor of the New Laurel
Street Baptist Church, and we are very
grateful. His daughter Candace is a
graduate of Duke Law School and is a
member of one of the most prominent
law firms of South Carolina, Nelson,
Mullins, Riley & Scarborough. Also,
four grandchildren: Kayla, Charles III,
Caleb, and Carter.

It is my honor to be here with Pastor
Charles Jackson and thank him for giv-
ing our prayer today.

———
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WELCOMING REVEREND DR.
CHARLES JACKSON, SR.

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to take just a moment to associate
myself with the remarks we just heard
from Congressman JOE WILSON and to
welcome my longtime friend, Reverend
Charles Jackson, who when we meet in
the barber shop I usually call him a lit-
tle something different.

I want to thank him so much for giv-
ing us the invocation here today and
let him know how much I appreciate
his long friendship and that of his fam-
ily as well. I look forward to seeing you
at Toliver’s in a couple of days.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WESTMORELAND). The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

——————

THE SOUTHERN BORDERLANDS
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS ACT

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for-
eign invaders are threatening the peo-
ple who feed America. Recently, I was
invited to the Arizona border by Con-
gresswoman GABBY GIFFORDS’ office. I
met with border ranchers who live in
fear each day because they don’t know
who or what is lurking on their land.
They communicate with each other
over radios.
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