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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, we’'ve all
been here since January, dutifully col-
lecting paychecks, and no budget for
the American public, creating uncer-
tainties in the businesses and keeping
job growth down. It’s straining our na-
tional security forces and making dif-
ficult choices for our Reserve com-
manders to plan ahead. It’s putting po-
litical ideology above job creation and
facts.

My Republican colleague friends
have often told me what they thought
last November’s election meant and
what the American people were saying.
I will tell you what they weren’t say-
ing: We want you to go to Washington
and put party above what’s good for
America; we want you to play chicken
with America’s economic future; we
want you to protect millionaire CEO’s
and then blame the middle class and
make sure you cut programs to their
children; we want you to hold count-
less hearings on issues that do nothing
except divide America and won’t create
a single job; oh, yeah, and we want you
to point fingers at the other side and
blame them, even though you run the
House.

Here’s what I think they might have
been saying: Be leaders, compromise
for the good of the country, and get
America working again.

———

PROVIDE HOMEOWNERS TIME

(Mr. CLARKE of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, our homeowners need help
right now, and I'm asking this Con-
gress to provide homeowners with
something they don’t have when
they’re facing foreclosure. It’s time—
time to find more income, time to find
another buyer to pay off the mortgage,
and most importantly, time and lever-
age to negotiate with their lender and
mortgage holder, who typically keeps
losing the paperwork until the home-
owner runs out of time.

So I'm asking this Congress to freeze
all foreclosures for homeowners who
deserve it, for homeowners who can af-
ford to maintain their property, be-
cause that’s the best way to stabilize
our economy and to save family homes.

——
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NOAA FUNDING CUTS

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because I am really concerned
about the continuing resolution we
passed yesterday with over $1 billion in
cuts to one of the most important Fed-
eral agencies, NOAA. That’s right, our
weather and natural disaster folks.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

When some people think of NOAA, they
think of an agency that only impacts
the coastal States, so cuts to this agen-
cy wouldn’t impact them or their fami-
lies. But it’s important to know that
every time we get the day’s weather so
we can prepare and make sure we are
warm or dry, we use NOAA technology.
Every time we get alerts about torna-
does or earthquakes, it’s NOAA’s tech-
nology.

In the wake of the tsunami that dev-
astated Japan, the House yesterday
passed a measure that would hamper
our own ability to detect tsunamis.
Currently, seven of the 39 Deep-ocean
Assessment and Reporting of
Tsunamis, DART, stations are non-
operational due to broken moorings
and equipment failures. And the cuts
that we made yesterday put us in jeop-
ardy—that’s right—in the Pacific
Ocean, in the Atlantic, and in the gulf.
We are all in jeopardy because of those
cuts yesterday, and NOAA won’t have
an opportunity to repair them and to
restore them, degrading the quality of
our warnings.

Mr. Speaker, this is senseless, and
it’s time for the American people to
speak up against this senseless policy.

———

THE REPUBLICAN WAR ON THE
MIDDLE CLASS

(Ms. CLARKE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in opposition to
the majority’s aggressive war on the
middle class and those who aspire to be
in the middle class. Today we’re debat-
ing two bills that, if passed, will leave
Americans with no Federal support to
save their homes, and the worsening of
the foreclosure crisis. Which, in effect,
is a ‘“‘body blow’’ that will leave mil-
lions of Americans who are struggling
to find jobs even more vulnerable to
losing their homes.

We are now in the 11th week of the
112th Congress, and the majority has
yvet to bring a single jobs bill to the
floor for a vote. Instead, the majority
has proposed a long-term continuing
resolution that would eliminate 700,000
jobs while at the same time protecting
tax cuts for multimillionaires and bil-
lionaires, the so-called job creators.
The question remains, what exactly is
the majority proposing to incentivize
and encourage job creation? Where are
the jobs? Mr. Speaker, the American
people are waiting for the majority to
stop the recalcitrant assault on the
middle class and those who are aspiring
to be in the middle class and work in a
bipartisan way to do what we all were
elected to do, which is to work for
them, not against them.

——
WE NEED A REAL BUDGET

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

H1851

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I know we’re not supposed to
remind us of our history. I won’t be
long. But if you will recall, some 8
years prior to this present administra-
tion, day after day after day, our budg-
et was simply imploding with millions,
trillions of dollars going into the war
in Iraq. So here we are. Someone wants
to blame the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. Well, let me explain
to you, we were in double-digit unem-
ployment. Look where we are today,
going up and not down in terms of job
creation and going down in terms of
unemployment. The economy was sick,
and it is coming back. But what do our
colleagues want to do? Pass CRs that
every economist says is the wrong di-
rection to go in 2011.

It’s like you started out with $150 for
the household expenses that you have.
You had that money to pay for the ex-
penses of that month, and all of a sud-
den, somebody came and said, You
know what, I'm taking $75 away from
you, so you don’t have that money to
pay your expenses. And guess what,
you are in the hole. Why are you cut-
ting budgets in 2011? Why are you cut-
ting 16,000 law enforcement jobs? Why
are you cutting 800,000 jobs? Why are
you cutting 800 Border Patrol jobs?
This is the wrong direction to go. We
need a real budget. We need real lead-
ership. Adults need to come to the
table and work together and solve this
budget crisis.

————

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY TO
WESTMINSTER, COLORADO

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in recognition of the 100th birthday of
the city of Westminster, Colorado, one
of the Colorado Front Range urban cor-
ridor’s principal cities. Westminster is
framed by the natural beauty of the
nearby Rocky Mountains. West-
minster’s scenic and convenient setting
is located between the economic hubs
of Denver and Boulder, which has at-
tracted many residents and businesses
to the city. Settlers from the East first
came to the area of Westminster in the
1870s. It used to be known as the Vil-
lage of Harris and was formally found-
ed as the town of Westminster on April
4, 1911.

Westminster is notable in the Front
Range urban area for its long-term
commitment to the preservation of
open spaces. It has received numerous
national rewards and recognition for
sustainable development, technology
integration in city government, and
quality of life. The miles of trails pro-
vide public access for outdoor rec-
reational activities that are so impor-
tant to Colorado residents. I congratu-
late the people of Westminster on 100
years of progress and prosperity and
look eagerly forward to what the fu-
ture holds for this forward-looking Col-
orado city.
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STILL NO JOBS PLAN AFTER 11
WEEKS

(Mr. HINCHEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HINCHEY. We have now gone 11
weeks and still there hasn’t been any
action in committee or on this House
floor on anything resembling a jobs
plan from our friends here in the ma-
jority. In fact, we’ve seen just the op-
posite. Economists are estimating that
from the initial action here, an esti-
mated 800,000 jobs will be lost under
their first plan and many more over
the course of the rest of this issue.
Hundreds of New York Head Start
teachers will be fired, and thousands
more teachers will be fired all across
America. Thousands of my constitu-
ents won’t be able to find jobs because
of cuts to the Workforce Investment
Act that will close job centers through-
out New York, as well as thousands of
others that will be closed in other
States all across America. And jobs in
the Hudson Valley’s growing solar en-
ergy industry will be hurt by cuts to
investments in renewable energy, just
as it will be cut all across America.
After 11 weeks, it’s clear that the Re-
publicans don’t just have a no-jobs
agenda, they have an anti-jobs agenda.
And New Yorkers and millions of oth-
ers across America will pay the price
for their bad policies.

————

MAKING IN ORDER CONSIDER-
ATION OF H. CON. RES. 28, AF-
GHANISTAN WAR POWERS RESO-
LUTION

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it be in order
at any time to consider House Concur-
rent Resolution 28 in the House, if
called up by the chair of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs or her des-
ignee; that the concurrent resolution
be considered as read; that the previous
question be considered as ordered on
the concurrent resolution to final
adoption without intervening motion
except: number one, 1 hour of debate
controlled by Representative KUCINICH
of Ohio or his designee; and, number
two, 1 hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee
on Foreign Affairs; and that section 7
of the War Powers Resolution not
apply to the concurrent resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YODER). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 839, HAMP TERMINATION
ACT OF 2011; AND PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 861,
NSP TERMINATION ACT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 170 and ask
for its immediate consideration.
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The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 170

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 839) to amend
the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act
of 2008 to terminate the authority of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to provide new assist-
ance under the Home Affordable Modifica-
tion Program, while preserving assistance to
homeowners who were already extended an
offer to participate in the Program, either on
a trial or permanent basis. The first reading
of the bill shall be dispensed with. All points
of order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Financial Services. After general debate
the bill shall be considered for amendment
under the five-minute rule. It shall be in
order to consider as an original bill for the
purpose of amendment under the five-minute
rule the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Committee on
Financial Services now printed in the bill.
The committee amendment in the nature of
a substitute shall be considered as read. All
points of order against the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute are
waived. No amendment to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be in order except those printed in part
A of the report of the Committee on Rules
accompanying this resolution. Each such
amendment may be offered only in the order
printed in the report, may be offered only by
a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such amendments are waived. At the
conclusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the
House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. At any time after the adoption of
this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House
resolved into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 861) to rescind the
third round of funding for the Neighborhood
Stabilization Program and to terminate the
program. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Financial
Services. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Financial
Services now printed in the bill. The com-
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mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points
of order against the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute are waived. No
amendment to the committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute shall be in order
except those printed in part B of the report
of the Committee on Rules accompanying
this resolution. Each such amendment may
be offered only in the order printed in the re-
port (except that amendment number 9 and
amendment number 10 may be offered only
en bloc), may be offered only by a Member
designated in the report, shall be considered
as read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent,
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall
not be subject to a demand for division of the
question in the House or in the Committee of
the Whole. All points of order against such
amendments are waived. At the conclusion
of consideration of the bill for amendment
the Committee shall rise and report the bill
to the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any
amendment adopted in the Committee of the
Whole to the bill or to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto
to final passage without intervening motion
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time is
yielded for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 170 provides for a struc-
tured rule designed and designated by
the Rules Committee for consideration
of H.R. 861 and H.R. 839. This rule al-
lows the amendments submitted to the
Rules Committee to be made in order
as long as they were not subject to a
point of order and were germane to the
underlying text of H.R. 861 and H.R.
839.

This rule provides for debate and
amendment opportunities for members
of the minority and the majority to
change the legislative text of the un-
derlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of this rule and the two underlying
bills. The first piece of legislation, the
Neighborhood Stabilization Program
Termination Act, was introduced by
my friend, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARY MILLER) on March 1,
2011, and went through committee
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