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HONORING MT. ZION BAPTIST
CHURCH ON THE OCCASION OF
ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mt. Zion Baptist Church of the City of
Madison, Wisconsin, on the historic occasion
of its 100th anniversary.

Since 1911, Mt. Zion Baptist Church has
been a vital organization in the Madison com-
munity.The Madison area is truly fortunate to
have such a wonderful church continually
working to better the community. Over the
past 100 years, Mt. Zion has not only offered
spiritual guidance, but also opened its doors to
the community, expanding and evolving its
services to meet the needs of those it serves.

In its first 100 years, Mt. Zion Baptist
Church has provided a legacy of pastoral
leadership. Reverend Joseph Washington,
pastor from 1927 to 1965 and Reverend Joe
Dawson, pastor from 1955 to 1985, did much
to shape both the church and the community.
That dedication to both congregation and com-
munity was further exemplified by the leader-
ship of Reverend James Wright, who served
Mt. Zion as associate minister from 1960 to
1984 and as senior pastor from 1990 to 1995.
He also served the entire Madison community
as Director of the Madison Equal Opportuni-
ties Commission. That rich tradition continues
today under the leadership of Reverend Rich-
ard L. Jones, Sr.

Beyond offering a tradition of strong and in-
spirational pastoral guidance, Mt. Zion Baptist
Church works tirelessly to give back to the
community. Today, Reverend Richard Jones
ensures that Mt. Zion does all it can to feed
the hungry and clothe the poor, and work to
better our community through scholarships, tu-
tors, and many other forms of charity work.
Mt. Zion is always extending a helping hand to
its neighbors and all those in need.

The motto of Mt. Zion Baptist Church is
“Building up Reaching out,” and this ideal is
personified by the congregation at Mt. Zion.
Every day since 1911, Madison area residents
have enjoyed the service and guidance pro-
vided by the Church.

Today, | am humbled to join the congrega-
tion of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, the residents
of the City of Madison, the people of the State
of Wisconsin, and all citizens of the United
States in recognizing, honoring, and sincerely
thanking Mt. Zion Baptist Church and its faith-
ful followers for their selfless works and tire-
less commitment for the past 100 years.

———

A TRIBUTE TO IOWA PEACE CORPS
MEMBERS

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 17 Peace Corps Volunteers from
lowa’s 4th Congressional District. These
lowans represent more than 50 years of serv-
ice through their efforts overseas to promote
peace while serving their country.
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These men and women are promoting
peaceful international relations through the
Peace Corps, which was established on
March 1, 1961, and has since facilitated more
than 200,000 volunteers promoting peace in
nearly 140 host countries.

| would like to take this moment to formally
recognize Jill E. Anderson, Katie J. Angell,
Brian G. Baskerville, Brittany N. Bermudez,
Anna C. Cowan, Jugeswar A. Dowerah, Anse
A. Dykstra, Sean C. Fredericks, Mary Kate L.
Hart, Kenneth W. Hood, Jessi M. LeClear
Vachta, Tyler J. LeClear Vachta, Kyndra A.
Lundquist, Alan T. McDonald, Owen G.
McMullen, Sarah L. Smiley, and Marcus T.
Walton for their incredible service.

| applaud each and every one of these men
and women—the next generation of leaders in
lowa and this nation—for their hard work and
accomplishments, and | am proud to represent
them and their families in the United States
Congress. | know that my colleagues will join
me in congratulating them and wishing them
well as they continue to serve those in need
at home and abroad.

———————

NORTHERN IRELAND ELECTIONS
HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, with the recent
celebration of Easter and the results of the
May 5th Assembly elections in Northern Ire-
land, there is no better time for those in North-
ern Ireland and members of the Irish Diaspora
around the world to renew their commitment to
peace and power-sharing in Northern Ireland.

With some areas gaining new representa-
tion, and some choosing to reelect their lead-
ers, we are reminded of the need for construc-
tive political discourse and peaceful debate
about the issues that are of greatest concern
to the people of Northern Ireland.

The 1998 Good Friday agreement high-
lighted a commitment to “exclusively peaceful
and democratic means” and this example
should be continued to be followed every day.

Irish Americans and all Americans can con-
tinue to show their support for a peaceful polit-
ical process and the importance of such an
agreement will be highlighted later this month
with the President’s visit to Ireland.

The two leading parties, the Democratic
Unionists and Sinn Fein, have had both of
their leaders show public support for con-
tinuing peaceful negotiations and represent
political parties that have pledged to work to-
gether.

They have realized that even though their
parties may have differing views on certain
issues, it does not immediately preclude them
from working together. This is a lesson from
which we can all learn.

Recently, Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams
released a statement regarding not only the
importance of a commitment to peace by the
Irish, but also by Irish Americans.

The future of Northern Ireland depends on
renewing a commitment to peace and con-
tinuing to value the opinions and thoughts of
all those that contribute to political and com-
munity discussions.

It is critical that the U.S. remain involved in
the issues of Northern Ireland. We can work
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with the Irish to secure a future where power
can continue to be shared amongst parties,
where differing points of view are heard and
respected, and where differences of opinions
are not met with violence and death, but with
open minds and hearts.

HONORING ITBD

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Central Connecticut State
University’s Institute for Technology and Busi-
ness Development (ITBD), which is being in-
ducted into the Connecticut Business Hall of
Fame. Since its inception in 1986, ITBD has
provided business and aspiring entrepreneurs
with various support services to help them
start and grow successful companies through-
out Connecticut.

For nearly a quarter century, ITBD has been
driven by its mission to help Connecticut busi-
nesses and their employees meet the de-
mands of the global economy. To that end,
the Institute, located in the heart of my district
in downtown New Britain, has offered a full
array of employee training courses, manufac-
turing process improvement, government pro-
curement assistance, and small business de-
velopment and conferencing services. Its busi-
ness incubation program has provided dozens
of start-up companies with a cost-effective
means to grow their fledgling businesses. Sev-
eral of these one-time incubator clients are
now thriving companies that employ scores of
people across the state.

Throughout its existence, ITBD has
partnered with various community organiza-
tions to work collaboratively in achieving its
goals. From the state’s five workforce boards,
to several chambers of commerce, to various
regional planning agencies and community
service organizations, ITBD has actively en-
gaged a litany of organizations in the further-
ance of its efforts to assist the business com-
munity and Connecticut’'s workforce.

While the State of Connecticut and the en-
tire nation strive to recover from the Great Re-
cession, ITBD continues to focus on helping
Connecticut companies and their employees
prosper in the global marketplace. Its commit-
ment to excellence and service to the busi-
ness community is reflective of the leadership
of the President of Central Connecticut State
University, Dr. Jack Miller, and Richard C.
Mullins, Jr., Executive Assistant to the Presi-
dent.

| want to thank ITBD for all that they have
done over the past 25 years, and | am
pleased to congratulate them on their induc-
tion into the Connecticut Business Hall of
Fame.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. MARY'S STAR
OF THE SEA PARISH

HON. ALBIO SIRES

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 150th anniversary of St.
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Mary’s Star of the Sea Parish in Bayonne,
New Jersey.

In 1860 Father Callano was entrusted with
establishing a small Catholic Church in Ba-
yonne to be called St. Mary’s Star of the Sea.

Since its humble beginnings on Evergreen
Street to its current location on 14th street in
Bayonne, it has been a place of worship and
home for residents of Bayonne and beyond
since 1860.

Monsignor Lawrence Miller was named Pas-
tor of St. Mary in 1989, and has since led with
piousness and confidence as the church and
the community have changed over the years.

Since the beginning of his term, Monsignor
Miller has worked to engage the community in
church life, particularly its youth.

Because of his efforts, there has been an
increase in youth ministry members, and a
Pee Wee Basketball Program was established
through the church.

He currently is on the advisory board of All
Saints Catholic Academy, works with 8th
grade religion classes, is chaplain for the
Knights of Columbus, and works at a local
soup kitchen, which he helped found.

His leadership has been steadfast and no
doubt is a reflection of the vibrant parish of St.
Mary’s and the community it has supported for
150 years.

———

TRIBUTE TO FRESNO SHERIFE’S
DEPUTY JOEL WAHLENMAIER

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor fallen Fresno Sheriff’s
Deputy Joel Wahlenmaier.

Deputy Joel Wahlenmaier was born in Ba-
kersfield, California on June 3, 1960. Joel
grew up in Fresno, California and attended
local schools, including Reedley College. Joel
married Beverly Barnett on April 23, 1983.
They had two children, Amy Wahlenmaier and
Austin Wahlenmaier.

Deputy Wahlenmaier was hired as a Deputy
Sheriff by the Fresno Sheriff's Office, in Fres-
no, California on June 15, 1998. He had var-
ious assignments that included patrol, courts,
robbery/property detectives and the homicide
unit. Deputy Wahlenmaier loved his collateral
assignment to the Search and Rescue team.
His last assignment, at his end of watch, was
the Homicide Unit. He was selected to that
unit on February 18, 2008.

Deputy Wahlenmaier had a true passion for
his work, particularly Search and Rescue, but
was first and foremost a supportive husband
and attentive father. His end of watch came
on February 25, 2010 while serving a search
warrant as a Homicide Detective.

Deputy Wahlenmaier is survived by his be-
loved wife Bev; daughter Amy; son Austin;
parents, Arthur and Patricia Wahlenmaier; sis-
ter, Natalie and her husband, Jim Tomajan;
brother Tyler and his wife, Genifer; father-in-
law and mother-in-law Bruce and Betty
Barnett; brother-in-law and sister-in-law Mike
and Barbie Turner; two nieces; and four neph-
ews.
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ACCESS TO APPROPRIATE
IMMUNIZATIONS FOR VETERANS

HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, last year | in-
troduced the “Access to Appropriate Immuni-
zations for Veterans Act of 2011.” I'm proud to
reintroduce this bill in the 112th Congress
which | believe would help advance the goal
we all share of promoting lifelong health for
the men and women who fought for our free-
dom.

While the Department of Veterans Affairs,
VA, health care system is doing an admirable
job of caring for those who bore the burden of
combat, continual reform is needed to ensure
the care veterans receive represents the most
up-to-date practices and procedures.

According to statistics from the Centers for
Disease Control, CDC, each year approxi-
mately 70,000 adult Americans die from vac-
cine-preventable diseases. Influenza alone is
responsible for over one million ambulatory
care visits, 200,000 hospitalizations and
30,000 deaths.

Many of our veterans who are in the “high-
risk” category of contracting vaccine-prevent-
able diseases—including those with HIV, Hep-
atitis C, and substance use disorder—are en-
rolled in the VA health care system and could
particularly benefit from receiving vaccinations.

Commendably, the VA has protocols in
place that recommend vaccines as protection
against deadly viruses. However, VA only has
established performance measures for two
vaccines, making it unclear if protocols are
being routinely enforced for all CDC rec-
ommended vaccines.

The tremendous value performance meas-
ures have regarding the increased utilization
and effectiveness of vaccination distribution is
evidenced by VA’s own application of perform-
ance measures for the influenza and pneumo-
coccal vaccinations. When these performance
measures were initially applied, VA saw vac-
cination rates rise respectively from 27 percent
and 26 percent to 77 percent and 80 percent.
It also resulted in a 50 percent decline in
pneumonia hospitalization rates.

The legislation | am introducing today would
expand VA performance measures to cover all
vaccinations recommended by the VA and
CDC and ensure that veterans receive appro-
priate immunizations at the time suggested by
the CDC. It would also require VA to report to
Congress on their progress in supporting vac-
cinations in the veteran population.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
with me in cosponsoring the Access to Appro-
priate Immunizations for Veterans Act of 2011.
This legislation would ensure that our veterans
are receiving timely and suitable access to
vaccines and prevent those under the care of
the VA from being unnecessarily exposed to
vaccine preventable diseases.
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THE FUTURE OF TAIWAN’S
NATIONAL SECURITY

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to discuss the future of Taiwan. | have
been a long-time supporter of Taiwan and
hope that my colleagues and | will continue to
improve relations not only between the United
States and Taiwan but between Taiwan and
the international community. All Americans
should be proud that Taiwan and the United
States have enjoyed a strong and durable re-
lationship. Taiwan is one of our largest trading
partners and the cultural exchanges between
our two peoples are as vibrant as they have
ever been. Taiwan has stood shoulder to
shoulder with the United States to combat the
scourge of global terrorism; and the people of
Taiwan have always given generously in our
greatest times of need with monetary contribu-
tions to the Twin Towers Fund, Pentagon Me-
morial Fund and through offer of humanitarian
assistance to victims of Hurricane Katrina. Tai-
wan and the United States are not merely al-
lies; we are friends and partners in the truest
sense of the words.

But, | think it would be fair to say that Tai-
wan’s future is uncertain. Just yesterday, Tai-
wanese President Ma Ying-jeou took part in a
video conference with the Center for Strategic
and International Studies to discuss Taiwan’s
vision for the future of the Republic of China’s
National Security. | include a copy of Presi-
dent Ma Ying-jeou’s speech into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. And | urge my colleagues to
read the remarks because whatever the future
holds of Taiwan, | believe that the people of
Taiwan deserve to have a voice in shaping
that future.

BUILDING NATIONAL SECURITY FOR THE
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

President Hamre, distinguished guests, la-
dies and gentlemen, good morning!

It gives me great pleasure to be addressing
my friends at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies once again. We last
met two years ago on the occasion of the
30th Anniversary of the Taiwan Relations
Act, a milestone in the history of the Repub-
lic of China on Taiwan. And this year, after
a long journey of blood, toil, tears and sweat,
the Republic of China is achieving a greater
milestone, its centennial anniversary. This
yvear also marks the third year of my presi-
dency. Therefore, it is time I shared with
you how I am building three lines of defense
for the ROC’s national security, so as to en-
sure its longevity for many more centuries
to come. These three lines of defense are in-
stitutionalizing the Cross-Strait rapproche-
ment, enhancing Taiwan’s contributions to
international development and aligning de-
fense with diplomacy.

THE FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE: INSTITUTIONAL-

IZING THE CROSS-STRAIT RAPPROCHEMENT

The Cross-Strait rapprochement that
began three years ago continues to bear fruit
and increase regional peace and stability. We
witness this in so many aspects of our soci-
ety. The arrival of nearly three million
mainland Chinese visitors has created a
tourism boom in Taiwan almost 10 times
than before. The increase in Cross-Strait
trade also boosted Taiwan’s total trade vol-
ume to a record high of 526 billion US dollars
in 2010. Since the Cross-Strait Judicial Mu-
tual Assistance Agreement was signed in
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